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TWILIGHT SPARKLE TRIES
E ANS




RAINBOW DASH LOVES TO
FLY AS FAST AS SHE CAN!
SHE 15 ALWAYS READY TO
PLAY A GAME, GO ON AN
ADVENTURE, OR HELP ouT
ONE OF HER PONY FRIENDS.

b1a

PRINCESS CELESTIA IS
BEAUTIFUL

OF EQUESTRIA. ALL OF THE

pPONIES N PONYVILLE LOOK
up TO HER!

»






...CELESTIA TENDS TO |
HER DUTIES, WHEN— : NEWS FROM
‘ - NORTHERN
EQUESTRIA, YOUR
HIGHNESS.

I AM SIMPLY
TO TELL YOU
THAT, /T HAS
RETURNED.




FIND PRINCESS
CADANCE AND
SHINING ARMOR.

My
DEAREST
TWILIGHT...

[ ...YOU MUST
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COME TO
CANTERLOT
AT ONcCE/




IN PONYVILLE... |uof 957

[ WHERE ARE

k v L ALL MY
AR N 4+ ) aulls?

U‘Q’ e D ARk

W M)

WHERE'S THAT
BOOK?!







Py = e
TWILIGHT, CALM

DOWN. IT'S JUST

PRINCESS
CELESTIA WANTS
TO GIVE ME SOME
KIND OF EXAM AND
YOU'RE TRYING TO
TELL ME TO CALM
DOWN BECAUSE—
TS JUST A
TEST?/







ARE YOU
SURE YOU
DON'T WANT ME

mﬁﬂggﬁo POWERFUL. IT

SHINING ARMOR OTHERS WILL CANNOT FALL

ARE ALREADY BE JOINING ‘ AGAIN, MY
THERE. M THEM SOON. SISTER.

* [ SHE WILL
% SUCCEED AT
HER TASK.

AND WHEN SHE
DOES, WE'LL KNOW
| THAT SHE IS THAT
MUCH CLOSER TO
BEING READY.
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THE
CRYSTAL
EMPIRE?

THERE
BE.

WOULDN'T

I'M SORRY...
I THOUGHT
I'D STUDIED...

ANYTHING IN
ANY OF MY
BOOKS...

FEW
REMEMBER IT
EVER EXISTED

AT ALL.




EVEN MY
KNOWLEDGE OF
THE EMPIRE 15
LIMITED.

BUT WHAT 1
DO KNOW 15
THAT IT CONTAINS
A POWERFUL
MAGIC.

“ONE THOUSAND
| YEARS AGO...

“...KING SOMBRA, A UNICORN WHOSE
HEART WAS BLACK AS NIGHT...”

ot |




..TOOK OVER THE
CRYSTAL EMPIRE. ‘

o—

... TURNED TO SHADOW...

“...AND BANISHED TO THE .
ICE OF THE ARCTIC NORTH.” |




THINGS ARE
REFLECTED
ACROSS ALL OF
EQUESTRIA.

BUT NOT
BEFORE HE
WAS ABLE TO
PUT A CURSE
UPON THE
EMPIRE.

EMPIRE 15
FILLED WITH
HOPE AND

A CURSE
THAT CAUSED
IT TO VANISH
INTO THIN AIR.







\er

IT 15, AS 1 SAID,
A DIFFERENT
KIND OF TEST

HOW DO 1
BEGIN?

BY JOINING
PRINCESS
CADANCE AND
SHINING ARMOR IN
THE CRYSTAL
EMPIRE.

BUT ONE I'M
CERTAIN YOU
WILL PASS.

.

My
BROTHER 15
THERE?

YT,

HE 1S. AND
YOUR PONYVILLE
FRIENDS WILL
JOIN YOU THERE
AS WELL.

\
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I HAVE EVERY
CONFIDENCE
YOU WILL
SUCCEED.

- 1G THE
NEXT LEVEL

OF YOUR
STUDIES.

AND WHEN YOU
DO, T'LL KNOW
YOU ARE READY TO
MOVE ON...

BUT WHAT
IFIFAL?




BUT,
TWILIGHT— ).

IN THE END,
IT MUST BE
YOU AND YOU
ALONE...

UNDERSTAND?

THEN GO! \

THERE 15 NO
TIME TO

LOSE.

...WHO ULTIMATELY
AS5ISTS PRINCESS
CADANCE AND
SHINING ARMOR...

...INDOING
WHAT NEEDS
TO BE DONE
TO PROTECT
THE EMPIRE.




TWILIGHT!
THAT WAS
FAST.

LET ME
GUESS. YOU
GOT A
PERFECT
SCORE.

TWILIGHT,
pID YOU... ,




PREPARED TO
DO MY BEST..
THOUGHT 1
COULD HANDLE
ANY TEST...

[ PREPARED
FOR WHAT

ARE WE GOING TO
CELEBRATE YOUR
AWESOMENESS WITH

PRINCESS CELESTIA?

WASN'T
PREPARED
FOR THIS.




GOING TO THE
CRYSTAL
EMPIRE.




| ONBOARD THE TRAN TO =1
| THe crysTAL EMPIRE... |

& . =

- oPa
X"/ THis STOP,
CRYSTAL

EMPIRE! /

L e

HA, AND YOU ALL
MADE FUN OF ME |
FOR PACKING SO |
MANY SCARVES.




SHINING |
ARMOR?

TWILY! YOU
MADE IT!

WE'D BETTER
GET MOVING.

Y/ THERE ARE N
{ THINGS OUT HERE \
WE REALLY DON'T
WANT TO RUN INTO
AFTER DARK. A




WHAT

s\ 3
LET'S JUST SAY
THE EMPIRE ISN'T THE |

ONLY THING THAT'S
RETURNED.

SOMETHING
| KEEPS TRYING |
\ TOGETIN. /

WE THINK IT'5
THE UNICORN KING
WHO ORIGINALLY
CURSED THE
PLACE.

BUT PRINCESS CELESTIA
SAID I WAS BEING SENT
HERE TO FIND A WAY TO
PROTECT THE EMPIRE.

IF KING SOMBRA
CAN'T GET N, THEN
IT MUST ALREADY
BE PROTECTED—




TH-TH-THAT'S

ONE OF THE

THINGS, ISN'T
IT?

7/ WE HAVE

[ oeeETTO |

\ THE crYSTAL |
EMPIRE!







SHINING ARMOR TURNS TO
FACE THEIR ATTACKER!

L ;&di




A FORCE-FIELD SURROUNDS
THE CRYSTAL EMPIRE...
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B
W M “ SHINING
‘*‘ A\ ARMOR!

| We

I'M SURE
CADANCE WILL
KNOW WHAT




‘LET'S HEAD TO
THE CASTLE.”

IT'S GORGEOUS.
ABSOLUTELY
GORGEOUS.

FOCUS, RARITY.
WE'RE HERE TO
HELP TWILIGHT,
NOT ADMIRE THE
SCENERY.

\




I DON'T SEE
WHAT THE BIG
DEAL 15. JUST
LOOKS LIKE
ANOTHER OLD
CASTLE TO ME.

LOST YOUR
MIND—LOOK AT
THE MAGNL...

INSIDE THE
CRYSTAL CASTLE...







THESE DAYS WE
NEED TO GET
TOGETHER WHEN
THE FATE OF
EQUESTRIA ISN'T
HANGING IN THE
BALANCE.

THAT SEEMS
TO BE WHAT 15
PROTECTING

CADANCE HAS BEEN
ABLE TO USE HER
MAGIC TO SPREAD
LOVE AND LIGHT.

BUT SHE
HASN'T SLEPT.
BARELY EATS.

I WANT TO HELP HER, BUT
MY PROTECTION SPELL HAS
BEEN COUNTERED BY
KING SOMBRA.

IT'S ALRIGHT,
SHINING ARMOR,
I'M FINE.

SHE'S NOT FINE.
SHE CAN'T GO ON
LIKE THIS FORE;ER.
— AND IF HER MAGIC

)\ _WERE TO FADE...




...WELL, YOU SAW WHAT'S
OUT THERE WAITING FOR
THAT TO HAPPEN.

WHY

THAT'S
WHY WE'RE
HERE.

WELL, WITH CADANCE
PUTTING ALL HER STRENGTH
INTO KEEPING HER SPELL
GOING AND ME TRYING TO KEEP
AN EYE ON SIGNS OF TROUBLE
IN THE ARCTIC...

...WE HAVEN'T
BEEN ABLE TO
GATHER MUCH

THE CRYSTAL
PONIES—

THERE ARE
CRYSTAL
PONIES?!

il

INFORMATION FROM

CRYSTAL
PONIESZ/

SORRY—-PLEASE
CONTINUE.

BUT WE HAVE TO
BELIEVE ONE OF THEM
KNOWS HOW WE CAN
PROTECT THE EMPIRE...




CADANCE'S
MAGIC.

A RESEARCH ¥
PAPER!

BE AT OF | TO GATHER

INFORMATION
il TEGT’ FROM THE
CRYSTAL PONIES

—DELIVER
IT TO YoU.

—— T — —— —~—

DON'T WORRY, BIG
BROTHER. I AM
REALLY GO0D AT THIS

SORT OF THING.

THIS 1S GOING
TO BE GREAT! 1
LOOOOVE
RESEARCH
PAPERS.




A SHORT WHILE LATER... |&
&a\ &

ARE YOU
SURE?
ABSOLUTELY |

A

I'M SORRY. 1
WISH 1 COULP
HELP YOU

BUT I CAN'T SEEM TO
REMEMBER ANYTHING
BEFORE KING SOMBRA
CAME TO POWER—

AND I DON'T
WANT TO REMEMBER
ANYTHING ABOUT THE
TIME HE RULED
OVER US.




KING SOMBRA'S
SPELL MUST BE WHY
THEIR COATS AREN'T...
CRYSTALLY?

> —

HAVE WE REALLY 1T FEELS LIKE
BEEN GONE A IT WAS JUST

THOUSANP
YEARS? YESTERDAY...

IF YOU THINK
OF ANYTHING...

= EVEN THE
SMALLEST
| THING.

WELL THAT
WAS A TOTAL
BUST.




“"MAYBE THE OTHERS ARE
HAVING BETTER LUCK?”

A WAY TO
PROTECT THE
EMPIRE. YOU

KNOW ANYTHING
ABOUT IT OR

COME ON.
YOU GOTTA KNOW
SOMETHING.

BUT I DON'T
HAVE ANY
INFORMATION.

... FLUTERSHY
DETERMINED TO |
GET ANSWERS!

IWISHI
COULD HELP
YOU. REALLY.

...HELLO, I
WAS JUsT

WONPERING...

1
s ‘ //J/’ k\\ THAT’S \
/ \1\/ /4/_;\ OKAY. you
T i
| )\ I\ Busy.
\”779‘ A




TIME TO
GATHER SOME
INTEL.

MEANWHILE...

/ I KNOW.IT
LOOKS THE
SAME, BUT IT

DOESN'T FEEL
'\ THE SAME.

BECAUSE
IT ISN'T.

A SPY?! HOW
DID THEY
KNOW?

MUST'VE
NOTICED MY
NIGHT-VISION
GOGGLES.




BACK AT THE
CRYSTAL CASTLE...

” How ABOUT YOU
FLUTTERSHY, FIND
ANYTHING?

MY COVER
HAS BEEN




-MY
COVER HAS
BEEN

SORRY,
TWILIGHT. THESE
CRYSTAL PONIES
SEEM TO HAVE SOME |
KINDA COLLECTIVE

i -
A

AMNESIA OR
SOMETHIN'.

41;\ ;

v 4 "

ONLY THING I WAS ABLE TO GET
OUT OF 'EM WAS SOMETHIN
ABOUT A L/BRARY.

s
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WELL WHY
DIDN'T YOU

THOUGHT 1
s\ VST 0D. J

A LIBRARY?!

a’*

13»

WELL THIS s
LOOKS LIKE IT-1
HOPE WE'RE NOT
DISAPPOINTED...




I DON'T
EVEN KNOW
WHAT TO—

YES! WE'RE

{ LOOKING FOR

WE HAVE
PLENTY OF
THOSE.

YOU PO.

~j YOU REALLY J

Do.




SOMETHIN' THAT
MIGHT TELL US HOW
THE EMPIRE MIGHT'VE
PROTECTED ITSELF
FROM DANGER BACK
IN THE DAY.

YES. OF
COURSE.
HISTORY... |




. T CANT
CPEMD
REMEMBER.

s
el
i e o
WORK
HERE.

WE'LL JUST
TAKE A LOOK
AROUND.

%

S

ol ~ n
'M SURE »

WE CAN FIND
gl
WN.

Ll — | q

)
~
\\

o
IF YOU FIND
ANYTHING!




"‘ SOON EVERYPONY WAS LOOKING
| FOR A BOOK THAT COULD TELL
THEM ABOUT THE CRYSTAL EMPIRE. | &

NOPE.
NOPE. NOPE. | |

ANYPONY
ELSE STARTIN
TO THINK THIS

IS5 ALOST

CAUSE?




HOPE IT
HAS THE
ANSWERS
WE NEED.

HISTORY OF
THE CRYSTAL
EMPIRE.




A

BACK AT THE CASTLE...

A CRYSTAL FAIRE.
ACCORDING TO THIS
BOOK, IT WAS ESTABLISHED
BY THEIR FIRST QUEEN AND
BECAME THEIR MOST
IMPORTANT TRADITION.

A

THE FAIRE WAS
HELD EVERY YEAR
TO RENEW THE
SPIRIT OF LOVE
AND UNITY IN THE
EMPIRE SO THEY
COULD PROTECT
IT FROM HARM.

MY FRIENDS
AND I CAN PUT EVERYTHING
IT TOGETHER. WE NEED TO THAT SOUNDS
KNOW 15 IN PRETTY
: THE BOOK. PROMISING.

——— - — - ~—

Aol

STARTED
RIGHT

BUT
PRINCESS

CADANCE 15
S0 TIRED...




WELL? Y
How DID IT |

HER MAGIC CAN'T
LAST FOREVER. 5O
WE HAVE TO GET
THIS RIGHT.

PRINCESS

CAPANCE
NEEDS OUR
HELFE

WE CAN SAVE

THE CRYSTAL 'P‘ﬁ
PONIES WITH
THEIR HISTORY,




IT SAYS
THEY LIKED
\ JOUSTING. 3

MAPE SWEETS
OF CRYSTAL
BERRIES.

NaNZe Y
\77~
Y2 -
SR
" THEY HAD A
PETTING ZOO

WITH TINY

THERE WAS
A CRYSTAL
FLUGELHORN, THAT
EVERYPONY LIKED @

\  Tora 8




AND A CRYSTAL
KINGDOM ANTHEM.

CAN WE LEARN IT IN
J A payz?

WERE SURE,

THERE SPIKE—THERE
BALLOONS, WERE

BALLOONS,

TWILIGHT?

I DON'T KNOW
HOW I COULD
HAVE DONE THIS
WITHOUT YOU.

IT LOOKS

ONE LAST
CHECK TO MAKE

SURE EVERYTHING
IS IN PLACE...

THEN THE
FESTIVITIES
CAN BEGIN.

WHAT'S THIS
THING FOR?




THE LAST PAGE
OF THE BOOK
MENTIONED A

CRYSTAL HEART AS
THE FAIRE'S
CENTERPIECE...

OF A CRYSTAL
BLOCK.

.50 1 USED ‘
MY MAGIC TO
CUT ONE OUT

NICE WORK,
TW/. THINK WE'RE
READY TO GET
THIS FAIRE UP
AND RUNNIN’,




HEAR YE/
HEAR YE-

PRINCESS
i CADANCE AND
PRINCE SHINING {

...DO CORDIALLY INVITE
YOU TO ATTEND THE
CRYSTAL FAIRE.




IN, Y’ALL'

GOT FOOD
AND DRINK

CRYSTAL

GAMES AND
CRAFTS ARE

HEART'S IN THE

PRINCESS.

HEART?

SEEING ALL
OF THI5, I

-

STARTING TO THINGS FROM

REMEMBER. A BEFORE THE




DO You
THINK THEY
REALLY
HAVE IT?

CAN'T HAVE THE
CRYSTAL FAIRE
WITHOUT THE

COURSE
YOU CAN'T.

THE WHOLE
PURPOSE OF THE

CRYSTAL HEART SO
BE PROTECTED.

CRYSTAL FAIRE 1S TO
LIFT THE SPIRITS OF
THE CRYSTAL PONIES
50 THE LIGHT WITHIN
THEM CAN POWER THE

THAT THE EMPIRE CAN

1 po
WORK AT
THE LIBRARY.




WHAT'S
THAT ABOUT
POWERING
THE HEART?

I JUST CAN'T

« | BELIEVE YOU |
.\ _Fouwp It J

KING
SOMBRA SAID
HE'D HIDDEN IT

AWAY WHERE WE
WOULD NEVER
SEE IT AGAIN.

I ONLY HOPE IT \
WILL STILL BE AS
POWERFUL AFTER
ALL THESE YEARS.




I THINK WE
MAY HAVE A
PROBLEM.




KNOW IT WAS
AN ACTUAL

THERE WAS
A PAGE
MISSING!

—

THE BOOK DIDN'T
MENTION ANYTHING
ABOUT THE CRYSTAL
PONIES POWERING
THE HEART.

HOW DID I NOT
NOTICE...?!




AS CADANCE'S
MAGIC FADES...

..KING SOMBRA'S
EVIL RETURNS!




r
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THE SHARD FALLS TO THE
GROUND BELOW...

w\\‘(

QA

...AND AS CADANCE'S MAGIC
PROTECTS THE EMPIRE...

...DARK FORCES ARE
ALREADY AT WORK.

67



NO. YOU STAY
HERE WITH
CADANCE.

SHE NEEDS
YOU, SHINING
ARMOR.

T'LL
RETRIEVE
THE HEART.

LET'S DO \
THIS!




I'VE BEEN TRYING
TO FIGURE OUT HOW
I'M MEANT TO PASS

CELESTIA'S TEST.

RETRIEVING

THE CRYSTAL

HEART MUST
‘ EIT

BUT THERE
15 SOMETHING
ELSE YOU
CAN DO.

WHAT?! WITH
THAT THING
MOVING INTO
THE EMPIRE?

THE WHOLE PURPOSE
OF THE CRYSTAL FAIRE IS

TO LIFT THE SPIRITS OF THE
CRYSTAL PONIES 5O THEY CAN
ACTIVATE THE CRYSTAL HEART.

IF THE CRYSTAL
PONIES FIND OUT

THAT KING SOMBRA
IS TRYING TO TAKE
OVER THE EMPIRE
AGAIN...

... THEIR
SPIRITS ARE

GOING TO BE
ANYTHING BUT
LIFTED.




/' YOU HAVE
TO KEEP
| THEM HAPPY
HERE AT THE
FAIRE.

IT WON'T
MATTER IF I FIND
THE CRYSTAL HEART.

THEY WON'T BE
ABLE TO MAKE IT
WORK.

TWILY...

DONE AND
DONE.

KEEP THE FAIRE
GOING AND THE
CRYSTAL PONIES
SPIRITS HIGH.

T THE EDGE OF CADANCE'S
PROTECTIVE SPELL...
g




LOOK AT

o

b

... THINGS ARE IN
FULL SWING...

|

T ——

OK, HERE'S % (0
WHAT'S GonnA 1
HAPPEN... o=/

THERE'S °
ENOUGH FOR

ry CLoH o
' ¢

|

adl

... UNAWARE OF KING
SOMBRA'S ATTACK!




OH, NO!

IS SOMETHING
WRONG? C

1 JUST FOUND OUT
THEY'RE OFFERING
FACE-PAINTING...

...FOR THE
l LITTLE ONES,
AH-HA-HA.

AS THE CRYSTAL

SHE SAID WE
SHOULD—

PONIES WANDER
OFF FOR FACE
PAINTING...

au\

A\

_Zang

CTWILIGHTZ),
DOIN’ wmrz

..RARITY RELAYS
TWILIGHT'S PLAN.
al) ] T

,/ UH HUH, WE A
"SI, CANDO !

v THAT.. ,'




NOT FAR AWAY...

I PROMISE
I WON'T LIFT
A CLAW TO
HELP YOU.

I HAVE TO
RETRIEVE THE
CRYSTAL HEART
BY MYSELF




ALL RIGHT,
BUT NOT A
CLAW, SPIKE.

THE
CASTLEZ/

WHERE ARE
WE GOING
EXACTLY?

I THINK 1 MIGHT

KNOW WHERE
KING SOMBRA HID
THE CRYSTAL
HEART.

THE KING WOULD
HAVE BEEN COUNTING
ON THE FACT THAT
NOPONY WOULD DARE
COME LOOKING
FOR IT HERE.

YOU AND
ME BOTH.

THEY'D HAVE
BEEN TOO
AFRAID TO
EVEN TRY.




. ' s '
\ |
JUST OUTSIDE THE CASTLE...

ALL RIGHT,
LET'S GET SOME
OPERATIONAL
SECURITY
AROUND HERE.

o -
¢+ UH, RAINBOW
! DASH? WE'RE
SUPPOSED TO 1
BE ACTIN' LIKE I
NOTHIN' 15

WHAT'RE
YOU LOOKING
AT?

p————— e—
\ +” WHAT I MEAN IS, MAYBE YOU
! SHOULD LET ME KEEP THE CRYSTAL
PONIES AWAY FROM THE FAKE HEART ,
WHILE YOU SHOW OFF YOUR  »

JOUSTIN' SKILLS.  _ ¢

SEEING MY N\
AWESOMENESS |
DOES HAVE A WAY
OF PUTTING PONIES
INTO A PRETTY
GOOD MOOD.




GONNA BE HERE
SOMEWHERE.

IF THE EMPIRE IS

LOVE, THOSE THINGS
ARE REFLECTED
ACROSS ALL OF
EQUESTRIA.

FILLED WITH HOPE AND

I'M
REMEMBERING
SOMETHING!

IF HATRED
AND FEAR
TAKE HOLD—




WHAT? DID
YOU FIND
IT?

BECAUSE THIS
ISN'T KING
SOMBRA'S
CASTLE!

ISN'T THIS
WHERE HE LIVED
WHEN HE WAS
IN POWER?

BUT IT
DIDN'T LOOK
LIKE THIS.




TWILIGHT'S MAGIC
ACTIVATES THE CRYSTAL...

. hR_

...ITS SHADOW
REVEALING A
HIDDEN PASSAGE.

‘&‘"




THAT WAS A

WHEN DID
LITTLE TRICK
YOU LEARN CELESTIA

0 DO THAT? \ TAUGHT ME.




CAN YOU SEE
WHAT'S DOWN
THERE YET?

I WONDER
HOW FAR THIS
GOES...

I CAN'T EVEN
TELL HOW FAR
DOWN THIS
GOES.

CAN YOU SEE
OUTSIDE?




CADANCE'S
MAGIC MUST BE

FADING FASTER OH NO! THEN

I'VE GOT TO
HURRY!




FASTER,
TWILIGHT!
FASTER!

N oo o,
N AP (o




TWILIGHT?!
ARE YOU
OKAY?




.

l///,/eep I/
Il : '
:‘; Mk lll/ ‘ TO WORK ON

THE DOOR. 4 L
/f.' \\.’
(=)

)

Se® -/







You
FAILED
THE TEST,
TWILIGHT.

1 OPENED

WHAT ARE
YOU DOING

THE DOOR

AND NOW
[ vou MusT

3

\




I DON'T
UNDERSTAND!

NOT ONLY WILL
YOU NOT MOVE
ON TO THE NEXT
LEVEL OF YOUR
STUDIES...

...YOU WON'T
CONTINUE
YOUR STUDIES
AT ALL.

YOU DIDN'T SAY

1\ ANYTHING ABOUT
NO LONGER BEING
YOUR STUDENT IF

I FAILED.




l BUT WHAT \




TWILIGHT!!




I KNOW
YOU TOLD ME
TO STAY UP
THERE...

...BUT YOU
WERE DOWN
HERE FOR
SUCH A LONG
TIME...

AND I WAS
CALLING YOUR NAME,
BUT I COULDN'T
SEEM TO GET YOUR
ATTENTION AND—

I MEAN,
IT'S JUST
A WALL.

ANSWERING, AND I GOT
WORRIED 50 I CAME DOWN
HERE AND YOU WERE JUST

STARING AT THAT WALL.

WHAT
WERE YOU
LOOKING




SOMBRA’S POWER
TAKES HOLD OF SPIKE...

NO. I DON'T

HOW DID

PLEASE,
TWILIGHT,
DON'T MAKE

SPIKE! IT'S
OKAY, IT'S
JUST...




KING
SOMBRA'S A DOORWAY

DARK MAGIC. . THAT LEADS TO
YOUR WORST
FEAR.

YOU WERE
SENDING ME
AWAY...

A FEAR THAT
WILL NEVER
COME TO
PASS.

AND I'M
NOT GOING
TO FAIL MY
TEST

WE WERE
HOME.

YOU TOLD
ME YOU DIDN'T
NEED ME
ANYMORE.

I'M NEVER
GOING TO SEND
YOU AWAY.




WHAT'S IN
THERE?

MAYBE YOU
SHOULD COME
WITH ME THIS

LOTS AND
LOTS OF
STAIRS.

WE'VE GOT
A LONG WAY




i
[

...AS KING SOMBRA'S
DARK MAGIC SPREADS
ACRO%5 THE EMPIRE!




THANKS,
EVERYPONY!

SURE THIS 1S5
ABSOLUTELY
NECESSARY?

NO TIME TO WONDER... CHARGE!







\_’/’

DID YOU
SEE THAT?! CLAP!

HOORAY!

THAT WAS
GREAT!

y ISN'T THERE
SOMEPONY ELSE
- | WHO cOULD TAKE
OVER THE JOUSTING
DEMONSTRATION
WITH YOU?

OF AN ENTIRE
EMPIRE RESTS
ON US SHOWING
THESE PONIES A
GO0D TIME.




OKAY. OKAY.
T'LL TAKE IT
EASY ON YOU
NEXT TIME.

BUT, YOU KNOW,
IF THAT ISN'T
IMPORTANT TO

I GOTTA
BUT NOT REPUTATION
TOO EASY. TO MAINTAIN.

KING SOMBRA’S POWERS
ARE GETTING CLOSE!




WHAT IF THIS
IS JUST MORE
OF HIS
MAGIC?

HE MAKES
A DOOR THAT
LEADS TO
YOUR WORST
NIGHTMARE...

...WHY NOT

A STAIRCASE
THAT GOES ON
FOREVER?







( T
| workeD!

MY MAGIC
FLIPPED THE
STAIRCASE!

WE'RE TAKING
THE EXPRESS
LANE DOWN...
TO THE TOP!




i , YOU THINK
IN TOWN, APPLEJACK CAN WE SEE \ po
TRIES TO KEEP THE THE CRYSTAL IT 5;1 Erz;égw
CROWDS OCCUPIED. : G

HEART?

"1 CAN'T WAIT
1O SEE IT!

/. T'M RUNNING
I OUT OF WEAVING
I MATERIALS FOR

‘' THE TRADITIONAL
' CRAFTS BOOTH. ¢

S -

L

——

- -
- ~ o

7
[/ 1ausT MADE "3
! AHAT oUT OF
| THREE PIECES
OF HAY AND A

DRINKING
STRAW.

’

IMADE IT ©
| WORK, BUT |
. SThL.




r‘—_---~“
/" WE GOTTA DO ’éﬁ
I EVERYTHING WE =~

-

! CAN TO KEEP THIS

‘. THING GOING.

"THE PRINCESS ISN'T LOOKING 5O
GOO0D. I CAN'T IMAGINE HER MAGIC
15 GONNA LAST MUCH LONGER.”

——a ——

—
- - -

’ ~
’ ~
/) 1T GONNA BE ©
1 FINE. THESE PONIES ©
I ARE GONNA POWER |
' UP THAT CRYSTAL
) ', HEART WHEN THE ,
N

TIME COMES. w

R —
’
4

*

)/ |
,— —‘
N\
WE WON'T BE
NEEDIN' HER

'i'\‘ MAGIC ANYWAY.
) - 2

I SURE
HOPE THAT
TIME COMES

EVEN I
CAN'T KEEP
THIS PARTY
GOING
FOREVER.







HEHE, WELL
OF COURSE IT
ISN'T!

— 3 “":A,ﬁ"'*%;,’
¢ ’”5’ THIS ISN'T

THE CRYSTAL
b HEART.

\ POLISHED TO BUY
. U5 SOME TIME.

1 WAS GOING
TO SAY BEING

~~~~~~
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"~ WHOA!
HA HA HA!

I ACTUALLY
STUDIED GRAVITY
SPELLS THINKING IT
MIGHT BE ON MY
TEST.

TURNS OUT-—1
WAS PREPARED
FOR THIS!

REACHING THE TOP
... TWILIGHT'S MAGIC
OF THE TOWER... FLIPS GRAVITY AGAIN!
TH .

e S — R — ———— ——




THE
CRYSTAL
HEART!




KING SOMBRA
HEARS THE ALARM!




... TWILIGHT LEAPS FOR
MAGIC PENETRATES THE CRYSTAL HEART!
THE FLOOR...

AS SOMBRA'S

— v
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KING SOMBRA'S DARK
MAGIC HAS TAKEN HOLD
OF THE CRYSTAL CASTLE!

IT ROLLED
OVER TO ME
WHEN YOU
DROPPED IT.

THE HEART...
THE HEART!

WHERE'S
THE CRYSTAL
HEART?!

-

- N



YOU CAN  \m
MOVE. JUST




HOW COULD
I HAVE BEEN
S0 FOOLISH?

= I WAS JUST
iy 50 EAGER
R-AL % 10 GET IT.

YOU HAVE
TO GET OUT
OF THERE!

m2



YOU HAVE TO
BE THE ONE
WHO BRINGS THE
CRYSTAL HEART
TO PRINCESS
CADANCE.

IF YOU DON'T

YOU FAIL
CELESTIAS
TEST

IS ALREADY
ATTACKING THE
EMPIRE.

HE COULD
REACH THE
CRYSTAL PONIES ;
AT ANY MOMENT.

REACH

PRINCESS THERE MAY
CADANCE, MY NOT BE ENOUGH
BROTHER, MY TIME FOR ME TO

FIND A WAY TO

FRIENDS—
ESCAPE.

13



YOU HAVE
TO BE THE ONE
TO TAKE THE

CRYSTAL HEART
B TO THE FAIRE.

SPIKE 1S TERRIFIED!

WHAT DO
1D0?




\

...SPIKE JUMPS OUT

WITH NOWHERE TO €O0...

ONTO A HIGH LEDGE!

/|

| FAR BELOW, TENSIONS ARE RISING!

NOW DON'T
Y'ALL WORRY
YOUR PRETTY

LITTLE CRYSTAL

e — .
,' IDONT A\
THE REAL KNOW IF THEY 1

1
CRYSTAL HEART \\Beueve you! !

WILL BE HERE
ANY SECOND.

Y
I DONT
I KNOWIF I 1 ‘
1 BELIEVE !
2 ME. !
\ v’ \
~ LN TS / S----
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HEY! UP

HERE!

I'VE GOT
THE CRYSTAL
















CRYSTAL
v HEART 15
-\ RETURNED.

USE THE LIGHT
AND LOVE WITHIN

KING SOMBRA
DOES NOT.

| you 1O INSURE THAT

CADANCE USES HER MAGIC TO
RETURN THE CRYSTAL HEART
TO ITS RIGHTFUL PLACE.

— [T o g

— —

————
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w4

...RESTORING ALL THE |
PONIES' LUSTER!







KING SOMBRA 15 BANISHED...

URRRIOUOSHIE

)

- . :l
_— t
|

I KNEW
SHE COULD







A SHORT WHILE LATER... 1 DO $0
WISH IT WAS
PERMANENT. |

DID YOU SEE
HOW MY MANE
JUST ABSOLUTELY
SPARKLED?

THINGS ARE
BETTER WHEN
THEY'RE A

YOU'VE GOT TO
STOP SAVING MY
RUMP LIKE THIS.

EVERYTHING'S
GOING TO BE
OKAY.

’
1 IT'9 STARTING TO
v GET EMBAIZRASSIN@ ,

~~--.-.q.=""

ITS JUST A
TEST MAYBE
SHE'LL LET YOU
RETAKE IT.

I DON'T THINK \
5HE'S GOING |
TO GIVE ME A
NEW TEST.

BUT.. IT
WASN'T ME WHO
SAVED YOU IN
THE END, IT WAS
SPIKE.




P

-

BACK IN CANTERLOT... ‘ ‘ ‘ 5

..TWILIGHT'S FRIENDS WAIT TO
HEAFZ THE FZE‘SULTS OF HER TEST!

KEEP IT
TOGETHER,

IT'S
BEAUTIFUL.

I WISH IT HAD
BEEN ME WHO
ULTIMATELY MADE
IT S0.

TWILIGHT, AS 1 ...BECAUSE
UNDERSTAND 1T, YOU WEREN'T
SPIKE BROUGHT SURE HOW QUICKLY
PRINCESS CADANCE  YOU COULD FIND A
THE CRYSTAL WAY TO ESCAPE
THE TOWER.




YOU WEREN'T
WILLING TO RISK THE
FUTURE OF THE CITIZENS
OF THE CRYSTAL EMPIRE...

...IN AN
EFFORT TO
GUARANTEE
YOUR OWN.  FAR BETTER
THAT I HAVE A
STUDENT WHO
UNDERSTANDS THE
MEANING OF
SELF-SACRIFICE...

DOES...
THIS MEAN...?

...THAN ONE
WHO ONLY
LOOKS OUT FOR
HER OWN BEST
INTERESTS.

»
130



SHE'S
TOTALLY
GOING TO
LOSE IT.

KEEP IT
TOGETHER,
BUDDY.

GOTTA STAY
STRONG FOR
TWILIGHT.




IT TAKES TO
FASS THE




Sely
ALL THOSE

poUBTS YOU
CAN DIsMIS5.

TURNS OUT
YOU WERE
W\ PrEPARED

\ FOR THIS.

TO PASS A
TEST WITH
SUCH HIGH

WE KNEW
FOR SURE
YOoU WouLp
PREVAIL.

ok

(&3 SINCE WHEN
D N pOES TWILIGHT
SPARKLE EVER




Xt
ALL THOSE

poUBTS, YoU
CAN DIsMIS5.

YOURSELF
AND YOU CAN

NOT MI55.




YEAH. I KNEW
EVERYTHING WAS
GOING TO BE FINE.
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