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If anypony’s

looking for the BEST
ATHLETE in all
Equestria--

| got NUMBER FIVE,

You're late! Come on, and we’re moving--
’ll fake you around
to the stage door.

| admit | was
havin’ some trouble
Oh, thank findin’ my way
you kindly/ around here/ “

Great. Number Four
Just showed up and
we’re good to go in

A
L OR

12
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And why is Pinkie Pie

walking like the sky
Now, where is about to fall?
in The blazes is
the BACKSTAGE
ENTRANCE?

IF that’s even what
Granny Smith’s note
says. Her hoofwriting’s
like watchin’ a spider Oh well.
do the polka after Better get this
fallin’ in an pie delivered while

ink-puddle. it’s still--

must.. not..
$pi//... recipes.’

Just
a mite
further--

Come to
Applejack,
little pie/
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P — e —
k\ From Manehattan, it’s...

N\

EXCLUSIVE cuisine
for EXCLUSIVE
ponies, darlmgs' #
From Las Pegasus it’s...
Hey bros!/ You
ready to FIRE up
your appe'h'f'es?/

Sweet treats
from MY family
to YOURS/

C’mon,
Pinkie/
Do us
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Fillies and gentlecolts,
put your hooves together
for the NINTH ANNUAL
EQUESTRIA SUPER
CHEF contestants! This year’s theme is
DESSERTS, and with only
THREE ROUNDS to decide
which pony trots off with
the 50,000 bit prize--

By Alex de Campi € Carla Speed McNeil! Colors by Jenn Manley Lee € Bill Mudron’

And, as dlways, providing you in the
So wl_no’s signin’ fer , back with a magical close-up ¢ personal
this pie? | can’t read ze:ééfﬂ:;: view of the action, it’s our very own
G;‘;Z’}va_{."‘r"t'_" ot these lights!

Friends,
you can call
me Don.
LADIES, you
can call me
ANYTIME.

Just go over to ‘ “ \ | And NOW,
Table Five and wait/ / J ‘ let’s meet our
I'll be right with you. / | / contestants!/
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WHAT 1S THE
MEANING OF THIS? I AM
A COMMANDER OF THE

ROYAL LEGION AND 1

WELFE STYGIAN,
1 GOT HIM TO PAY
ATTENTION. NOW YOU
MAKE THE SALES

AM TRYING TO— PITCH.

H AGAIN, MR. BIGGER THAN
MAGNUS. MY NAME DRAGONS?
IS STYGIAN AND 1 -
HAVE A BIG
PROBLEM.

&

[ o mron

M... Tl T

AWF;%EZB@:A?FQLC? UR ‘ 4 LOOK RIGHT. I THINK
FRIENDS. THEY 9I\]\ICiHT BE

S0, I NOTICE
YOU'RE STARING

[ [77 AM1Z I MEAN

...AREN'T THEY JUST YOU THINK THAT

GLORIOUS, THOUGH?
WITH THEIR GIANT
WINGS AND THEIR FIRE
BREATH. I DON'T KNOW
A\ EVERYTHING ABOUT

HAS ANYTHING TO DO
WITH WHY THEY'RE
HERE? MAYBE YOU

CAN HELP.

JUST A PONY. THEY
PROBABLY WON'T
EVEN TALK TO

YOU THINK
I SHOULD?
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AND IF THEY 50, THEY DID
(Y couppomTomy WM AL OF THIS JUST
M ENTRETOWNINA |l WITH SINGING? AND
NIGHT, WHAT'S TO STOP THEY CAME FROM
THEM FROM DOING IT THE OCEAN?
TO EVERYBODY? A

OUR FORTRESS IS
NOWHERE NEAR THE OCEAN,
S0 I'VE GOT NO BUSINESS

*WHISPER
GETTING INVOLVED WHISPER

WHISPER*

RE YOoU

SURE SHE'S
SAFE?

YOU'VE
SEEN HER "
WORK. /||

FLASH, WHAT IF WE
COULD FIX THIS PROBLEM
WITH THE DRAGONS? GET
THEM TO LEAVE WITHOUT

A FIGHT?

WELL, IT
DOES SOUND
LIKE A WORTHY
ADVENTURE. I'D
LIKE TO—

WHAT AM T
SAYING? LOOK,
KID, HERE'S THE

THING. ¢

THE ROYAL
LEGION DEFENDS
THE SKIES OF

EQUESTRIA. PRAGONS

ARE MY BUSINESS.
GRIFFONS. REALLY
BIG BIRDS.

—ARE YOU
GUYS EVEN
LISTENING TO
ME?

YOU CLEARLY
DON'T KNOW
ANYTHING ABOUT
DRAGONS.

BUT IF WE DID,
WOLULD YOU HELP
OUR BOY STYGIAN

HERE?
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JUST TO
BE SURE I DIDN'T
SPILL ONE OF MY
POTIONS...

THE REST OF
YOU ARE SEEING
THIS TOO,
RIGHT?

2

b
YOU MEAN THE ' THERE'S

PONIES WRAPPED -
SOMETHING ||
IN BANDAGES? NOT RIGI

HT
ABOUT THIS.

=

7 \— A S\
.é ‘, D r\\‘
A, L 3
- 2 ‘i\\ﬁ

THIS MAY BE A
FIRST, BUT I DON'T
HAVE A POTION

. FOR THAT.
' , WELL, THEY
THEY'RE LOOK MIGHTY
LEGENDARY AOORMcD
CREATURES N !
SOUTHERN
EQUESTRIA.

BUT THEY'RE
NOT SUPPOSED TO
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| THERE. MY
NRMEHIG... UH... AND 1 WAS
STYGIAN... SZA Y HOPING THAT MAYBE

WE COULD HAVE A
WORP WITH YOU.
PLEASE?

I MEANT
FLASH... I MEAN,
MR. MAGNUS, SIR.
IF YOU WOULDN'T

MIND.

WELL, I'M
SORT OF IN
THE MIDDLE OF
SOMETHING...
BUT..

WAIT. WHAT
AM 1 SAYING?
OF COURSE

NOT! DON'T WORRY,
LITTLE BUDDY.

g GET OUT
OF HERE, LITTLE
PONY. THIS |15 NO
PLACE FOR YOU.
IT"S ABOUT TO
BE A BATTLE
FIELD.

&GO HOME!
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SPEAK FOR
YOURSELF! I'VE
BEEN SPOILIN
FOR A FIGHT.

YEAH,
SOMETHING |15
DEFINITELY NOT

RIGHT HERE.

P,
THAT'S IT, WHY

ARE THEY SAYING L

&
S

GUYS, THIS IS GETTING
OUT OF CONTROL! I DON'T
THINK WE CAN FIGHT
ALL OF THEM!
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NO! AND IT IS
UNWISE OF THESE
EARTHBOUND PONIES
TO INTERFERE IN AN
ARGUMENT BETWEEN
PEGASI AND

NOW YOU
LISTEN HERE YOU
HARD-HEADED,
FANCY-FEATHERED,
SKY-TROTTING, |
GLORIFIED CLOUD /
MOVER!

YOU GOT A LOT OF
NERVE SHOUTING DOWN
A PONY HALF YOUR SIZE!
LET'S SEE IF YOU THINK
YOU'RE BIG ENOUGH TO

SHOUT ME DOWN!

YEAH, MAYBE
TLL FLAMBE THIS
ROCK PONY JUST TO
GIVE YOU A PREVIEW
OF WHAT YOU'LL
GET!

DRAGONS! % |
-

LISTEN HERE,
YOU OVERGROWN
IGUANA, NOPONY WAS
: ; TALKING TO YOU. WHY
N | DON'T YOU FLY ON BACK
4 TO A CAVE WHERE NO
ONE HAS TO LOOK AT

' f} > ﬁ‘ '\ ' YOUR UGLY MUG?
| SN o

YOU WANT
ME TO TOAST

I GUESS 1

AND, PRETTY

PONY, YOU WANNA

TALK ABOUT UNWISE?
CONTINUING TO IGNORE
ROCKHOOF; HERO OF THE

NORTH, IS ABOUT THE
UNWISEST THING ANY

PONY HAS EVER

NOW
GET YOUR
FEATHERED
FLANK DOWN

!
DONE! HERE

SURE, BUD
I'M CURIOUS TO

HM?

SEE HOW THIS
HAVE TO DEAL GOES.
WITH THIS. CAN
YOU GIVE ME
A MINUTE?
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LISTEN, YOU SEEM
LIKE GOOD PONIES AND
I WISH YOU LUCK, BUT
I DON'T HAVE TIME
FOR THIS. 1 HAVE
TO DEAL WITH
THESE—

WHA...
WHERE ARE
THE DRAGONS

“THEY CAME HERE BECAUSE DRAGONS
GOT SICK WITH WHAT THEY CALLED
"WINGBREAK", MAKING DRAGONS LOSE

THE ONLY PLANT
THEY KNEW THAT COULD

THEY'RE GOING
HOME. I JUST FINISHED
TALKING TO THEM AND

THEY WERE SO

NICE!

1 KNOW EVERYBODY
SAYS DRAGONS ARE
MEAN, BUT WHEN YOU ASK A
FEW QUESTIONS, THEY'RE
REALLY ANIMALS JUST
LIKE Us.

HA! I TOLD
YOU SHE COULD
DO IT!

S0...
HOW'D YOU

THEIR WINGS.

“BUT I'VE TREATED PLENTY

OF CROCODILES AND 1
RECOGNIZE SCALEROT
WHEN I SEE IT”

CURE IT ONLY GROWS IN
THE SOUTH, SO THEY FELT
LIKE THEY HAD TO
COME GET IT.

BUT I GAVE
THEM A BOTTLE OF
MY OWN REMEDY AND
1 TOLD THEM HOW TO
MAKE IT. IT'S PRETTY
EASY, REALLY.

50, MR. FLASH
MAGNUS, ARE YOU
COMING WITH
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I'M WORRIED ABOUT

AMAG NO NO NO, WE NEED TO
B e COVER ALL OF THE BASES. IF

WE RUN IN HALF PREPARED, THEY
10 47 JOWN. MAY GET CONTROL OVER US
AS WELL. THEN WHO WILL
COME SAVE Us?

WELL, LET'S GO IN
THERE AND GET THEM.
I THINK THE FOUR OF WHAT ARE WE

USHEAN TAlIsE-E WAITING FOR? WHAT
ELSE DO WE NEED? T CAN
TAKE THEM ON MYSELF
AND THE REST OF YOU
CAN WATCH!

WELL... I THINK
THERE ARE CERTAN
ELEMENTS THAT
HEROES POSSESS THAT
ALLOW THEM TO SAVE
THE WORLD.

ROCKHOOF 1S5 CAN'T ARGUE
STRONG. OBVIOUSLY, WITH THAT. THOUGH I
STRENGTH IS ONE OF WOULDN'T SAY FAST

FLASH MAGNUS, 'F
T B TRATS YOURE FAST. 1 THINK 15 MY BIG

SPEED 1S PROBABLY
HEROES: IMPORTANT.

MEADOWBROOK 15
CONNECTED WITH NATURE.
NATURE'S A STRENGTH A LOT

LIKE A HDDEN

- GREATNESS.
S

' AND | AND WHAT
WHAT ABOUT WELL, THE TWO WE ABQUT HOLE WHAT

THESE OTHER | HAVEN'T GONE AFTER YET A
PONIES? ARE WISDOM AND LIKE... -
A SOUL OR SPIRITUAL
KIND OF MAGIC.

THE ONLY ONE T'M
NOT SURE ABOUT IS THIS
ONE WE'RE LOOKING
FOR NOW.

THERE'S
SOMETHING SPECIAL
ABOUT HER, BUT I PON'T
KNOW WHAT TO CALL
IT. MAYBE—

BRAINS!
NO, NOT
BRAINS. MORE

ME, I'M
NOT A HERO.
I'M JUST A
PONY.

OF—

LIKE A KIND )
)

BRAINS!
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50, WHERE |15
THIS VILLAGE?

WE'RE NOT
HEADED THERE JUST
YET. WE HAVE A FEW
MORE HEROES TO
PICK UP.

NEXT UP \
15 SOUTHERN
EQUESTRIA,

AH! T'VE
ALWAYS WANTED
TO GO!

I wHA
TROUBLING |t

You?

YOU'RE A GOOD PONY.
YOU CARE ABOUT OTHER
CREATURES. I SAW HOW THE
ANIMALS IN THE SWAMP
RESPECTED YOU.

§

AND YOU GOT
A GOOD HEAD ON
YOUR SHOULDERS,
LIKE STYGIAN

1 FIGURED WITH ONE ,

OF YOU TALKING TO THE

TO THE DRAGONS, ONE
OF YOU WOULD FIGURE

HOW DID YOU

KNOW I COULD HELP

WITH THE DRAGONS? 1
NEVER WOULD HAVE
THOUGHT I COULD.

I DIDN'T '
FOR SURE, Q
BUT I HAD AN
INKLING.

I LEARNED A LONG
TIME AGO, SOMETIMES
TAKING TIME TO FIND OUT
WHAT YOUR “ENEMY” WANTS
PROVES THEY WERE NEVER
AN ENEMY TO BEGIN

THANKS,
ROCKHOOF.
YOU'RE A GOOD
FRIEND.
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LINE THEY ARE AT WAR
WITH THE PEGASI AND
ALLIES! .

[ "u ”_THE TREATY IS CLEAR, s
v IF DRAGONS CRO55 THIS |

'AND THE ROYAL ‘
" LEGION WILL ALLOW

LISTEN TO YOU!
ASH MAGNUS THINKS
; HEG SOME KIND OF HERO
JUST FOR SURVIVING
GOIN UP AGAINST

YOU MAY HAVE
THE PRACENS: WINGS, PONY, BUT THE

SKIES BELONG TO THE
DRAGONS. YOU GET IN
OUFZ WAY, YOU GET
BUFZNED
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[ sticks! Pinkie Pie,
WHAT are you
doing?

've memorized
all the recipes in the
Sugarcube Corner
cookbook/

| am gonna
DESTROY everyone else
at the Equestria Super
Chef Competition/

%, FE)

N N
,{‘14{"
XS

\ 2/,

)

X

But HOW can | get to the
Hedge Maze Center without all
this KNOWLEDGE sloshing
out of my brain?

Pinkie, are you
planning to CLEAN
UP this mess?

Cooking
stardom
awadits!
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5O, WHAT
' PROTECTING )/ _BRINGING TOGETHER
I The ELOl THOSE WHO

EQUESTRIA'S MIGHTIEST

ARE N
NEWTEAMZ  We TAKING  HATE AND FEAR ,  HEROES TO FACE A
Us? COMMON THREAT?

BACK THE I\

A LIVING ISLAND?
EANTASTIC! TIME TRAVEL?

WHAT 15 NEXT! SPACE?

ACTUALLY, A
GREENHOUSE.

THIS 15
DEFINITELY NOT THE
SORT OF TEAM THAT'S
GOING TO END WITH A
WORLD-THREATENING
MAGICAL BATTLE.

WHY WOULD
I EVEN SAY
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THANKS,
ROCKHOOF!
OH, I SHOULD

PROBABLY
INTRODUCE
you!

Q @’; 5 {.////_, o

AL . 'v’ ‘ ;‘%\_‘

= NPy AW RYE
o

£S5, SOMEONE GAVE
FRIEND PRINCE
ISAN.

THIS 1S MY Y
M A CURSED EMERALD
HISA 47 BUT HE WhS BROOCH. 1
7 THE EMERALD
MUMMY! L N [
i) ) ‘
J
//

v’) W

AN
; fﬂ‘m

IT SEEMS SOME
ENEMY WAS ATTEMPTING
TO DESTROY YOU. TURNED
YOU INTO A MUMMY WITH
A WHOLE BUNCH OF
MUMMY SERVANTS.

SAVE YOU.
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LOOKS JUsT
LIKE THE OTHER
MUMMIES?

MM-HMM, BUT
HE 15 WEARING A
BIG FLASHY BROOCH
WITH AT EMERALD

OKAY, NOW OH,
S e
I SEE HIM! I IT 15 SWEET THAT
HE'S RIGHT AT ME FROM THIS %’ﬁ'gg\,’ﬂé f\rﬁ% YOU'RE WORRIED
10 O'CLOCK! SHOVEL AS HARD [ WHILE CARRYING AN || ABOUT ME ALREADY!

1 ASSURE YOU, 1
WILL BE FINE. /.

WE NEED ‘
THE ELEMENT OF
SURPRISE! ]

AS YOU CAN! ICE POTION? YOU

COULD FREEZE
YOURSELF!

=

S
0K

WELL, YOU'LL
HAVE THAT FOR SURE.
CAN'T SAY T'VE EVER
USED MY SHOVEL TO
THROW A PONY.

THEN, ONCE THE

DAY 1S SAVED, I CAN

JOIN YOUR LITTLE
GROUF.

WAIT, HOW
DID YOU KNOW WE
WERE MAKING A
GROUP?

A TEAM FULL
OF PONIES THIS
SUPER DOES NOT
SIMPLY HAPPEN. 1
THOUGHT IT
WAS—
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THAT 15
CERTAINLY ONE
WAY TO ESCAPE
A PONY PILE!

RIGHT! THEY'RE
NOT REALLY
MUMMIES!

I HAVE,
BUT I LIKE YOUR
APPROACH. VERY
DIRECT.

HAVE YOU :
TRIED HITTING /
iy
NN N\
»

ARMOR CRACKED
WHEN WE FLEW
TOO HGH. /43

HMM... WELL,
_ IT 15 BEING
WORN BY A PONY
I CANNOT CARRY

THEY ARE NOTHING.
MORE PRECISELY, THEY ARE
NIGHTMARES PROJECTED BY
A PONY WHO PUT ON A

WORKING ON DREAM
LOGIC! SOMETIMES THINGS
GET MIXED UP IN YOUR

y LIKE—

KE

DREAMS, L

IT’S NOT THE
HEIGHT. IT'S PROBABLY
THE CHANGE IN
TEMPERATURE.

GREETINGS! 1
AM SOMNAMBULA! IT
IS A RELIEF TO SEE
SOMEPONY NOT

RAPPED IN
BANDAGES!

JUST A
MOMENT. DO ANY
OF YOU KNOW HOW
TO CRACK AN
EMERALD?

SOMETHING
FOR THAT!






