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| “BUT AS I, STARSWIRL THE BEARDED,
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“NO, CONTRARY TO WHAT LEGEND WOULD
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FENNEL.

“IN HER EXCITEMENT, LUNA HAD
FORGOTTEN TO TELL ME ABOUT THE
STRANGE HOODED PONY SHE HAD
MET. IT WOULD BE WEEKS BEFORE
SHE REMEMBERED TO TELL ME.

“BUT WHEN I TRIED TO
FOLLOW THE SHAPE, I
LOST HER.

“AND FOUND ONLY
FLOWERS... BUT..
THE FLOWERS MADE
ME IMMEDIATELY
THINK OF MISTMANE.

VY4

“—TI COULD HAVE SWORN
1 SAW THE SHADOW OF A
HOODED PONY WALKING
THROUGH THE GARDEN.

“TO MY SURPRISE, THE JOB
WAS ALREADY COMPLETED.
AND THEY HAD DONE A MUCH
BETTER JOB THAN I EVER
WOULD HAVE.

“WHICH 15 ODD, BECAUSE EVEN
THOUGH THAT PART OF THE STORY

HAD NOT BEEN SHARED WITH ME— &

“SOME NIGHTS, WHEN A SPELL
WAS VEXING ME, I WOULD GO
FOR WALKS IN THE GARDENS.

“AND SOMETIMES I WAS SURE
I SAW A HOODED UNICORN
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“BUT MY WORRY SEEMED TO BE FOR

NOTHING. AS THE CASTLE BEGAN TO
BE BUILT, CONSTRUCTION PONIES DID “TOOLS THEY HAD LOST MONTHS AGO

REPORT AN ODD INCIDENT, BUT NOT APPEARED JUST WHEN THEY NEEDED

THE KIND YOU WOULD THINK. THEM. PROJECTS THAT WERE LEFT -
UNFINISHED OVERNIGHT WOULD SUDDENLY
BE COMPLETE THE NEXT MORNING.

“THE WORK PONIES HAD RENEWED STRENGTH “FINALLY, THE BEACON OF HOPE THAT
OF SPIRIT. THE CASTLE WENT UP MUCH FASTER LUNA AND HER WOODLAND FRIENDS HAD
THAN ANY OF US THOUGHT IT WOULD. ENVISIONED WAS COMPLETE. ALL THAT

m WAS LEFT WAS THE GARDENS.

“THE WORKPONIES BROUGHT
SOME POTTERY, BUT THEY DIDN'T
HAVE THE SKILLS TO CREATE THE
SORT OF BEAUTIFUL GARDEN THAT
THAT CASTLE DEMANDED.”
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“AND SO, THAT NIGHT, LUNA—
THE YOUNGER OF THE TWO
SISTERS—SAT DOWN AND
ASKED QUESTIONS TO THE
CREATURES OF CANTERLOT
FOREST.

“SHE STILL COULDN'T
SPEAK TO THEM, BUT
WHEN SHE SLOWED
DOWN AND PAID
ATTENTION, SHE FOUND
IT WASN'T SO HARD TO
UNDERSTAND WHAT THE
CREATURES WANTED.

“LUNA LEARNED THAT THE ISSUE WAS
NOT THAT THERE WOULD BE A CASTLE,
BUT HOW BIG IT WOULD BE AND WHAT
IT WOULD DO TO THEIR FOREST.

OKAY, I THINK WE'VE GOT
SOMETHING HERE. INSTEAD
OF AN ARMORED FORTRESS TO
KEEP OUT EVERYONE, IT'S A
SHINING BEACON OF HOPE,

WELCOMING OTHERS IN?

“AND MISTMANE, AS THE NIGHT WORE ON,
SLOWLY BACKED AWAY. LUNA NEVER EVEN
REALIZED SHE WAS GONE.”

S0, YOURE
WORRIED ABOUT
LOSING YOUR HOMES?
THAT THE CASTLE, WITH
ITS GIANT WALLS, WILL

WE'LL HAVE
A MAGNIFICENT

ANIMALS WHO LIVE
HERE NOW CAN STAY
AND WILL ALLOW
PONIES TO COME
AND SEE
‘ ' _ THEM.
YOU CAN ALL
LIVE SIDE BY SIDE
WITH OUR CASTLE.

WOULD THAT
WORK?

OH MY,
IT'S ALREADY
MORNING. I NEED
TO GET BACK.

THANK YOU SO
B/ MUCH FOR TAKING
THE TIME TO TALK TO
ME. T'LL REMEMBER
TO LISTEN IN THE
FUTURE.
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SPEECH |5 NOT THE WELL... THEY'RE
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LISTENING THEIR MOVEMENTS. READ CASTLE 50...
’ THEIR ACTIONS.
IS IT THAT
THEY NEED THE
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ISIT...15 1T THE
CASTLE? DO THEY
NOT WANT US TO
BULD IT?

HE NODDED!
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“NOW, THOUGH I WOULD NOT HEAR OR
= KNOW THIS STORY IN ITS ENTIRETY FOR BELIEVE THAT YOU FLEW OUT
53?11 SOME TIME, THIS IS WHERE I ENTER IT” HERE AND SPOKE TO ANIMALS
EVEN THOUGH YOU'VE NEVER
BEEN ABLE TO DO THAT

BEFORE?
PRINCESS LUNA, < . *
YOU ARE A SOVEREIGN OF r
Sl | AETTLTITNN|

BE LEAVING THE CASTLE ON TOOK TIME TO ASK QUESTIONS
YOUR OWN IN THE MIDDLE AND SEE THEIR REACTIONS. IT'S
OF THE NIGHT. NOT THAT HARD WHEN YOU
MAKE AN EFFORT.
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BUT STARSWIRL, THEY
WERE TANG THE CASTLE .
PART. IF SOMEONE HADN'T
COME AND TALKED TO THEM, T e
COULD DO 15 MAKE YOUR
WE NEVER WOULD HAVE HAD , e
. ANEW PLACE TO LIVE. '

“BUT AS LUNA SHOWED US THE DESIGN

THAT SHE AND THESE SUPPOSED ANIMALS

HAD COME UP WITH, I BEGAN TO REALIZE [ “THE FORTRESS HAD BEEN

THAT THERE WAS SOMETHING TO IT. MY DESIGN. T WANTED THE
- GIRLS TO BE SAFE.

.. L Q

“BUT I REALIZED THEN THAT THEIR SAFETY
WOULD BE DETERMINED MORE BY HOW
THEY RULED THAN WHERE THEY LIVED.

YAND IF LUNA'S STORY WAS TRUE AND “ “THE ONLY THING THAT CONCERNED

HER BLUEPRINTS WERE ANY INDICATION, \ ME WERE THOSE GARDENS. THERE
THEY WERE ON THE WAY TO A LONG WAS NO TELLING WHAT THE ANIMALS

WANTED. IF THE GARDENS WERE
AND SAFE RULE OF THE KINGDOM. NOT TO THEIR SATISFACTION,

WOULD THEY REVOLT?”

) 5oz
“THE FOREPONY OF THE CONSTRUCTION TEAM SEEMED A BIT
CONFUSED WHEN WE SHOWED HIM THE NEW PLAN, BUT HE WAS

HAPPY TO HAVE THE PROMISE THAT HIS JOB WOULD NO LONGER
BE OBSTRUCTED BY THE SURROUNDING WILDLIFE.
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“AND AS THE SUN ROSE
AND LUNA LEFT, MISTMANE
FINALLY EMERGED.”

I AM VERY
PROUD OF YoU
ALL. WHAT DID
ITELL YOU?

THANK YOURSELF
, AND THE PRINCESS.
| YOU'RE THE ONES THAT
SOLVED YOUR OWN
PROBLEMS.

I MERELY
ASSISTED WITH
OPENING THE LINES OF
\ COMMUNICATION.

IT LOOKS LIKE
IT'S GOING TO BE
BEAUTIFUL. MAYBE
THESE PRINCESSES ARE
EXACTLY WHAT THE
WORLD NEEDS.

YOU ALL HAD
BETTER GET BACK TO
THE FOREST BEFORE

THE BUILDERS GET
BACK. SPEAKING
OF WHICH—

THEY WON'T HAVE
ANY MORE TROUBLE
FROM YOU, WILL THEY?
EXCELLENT.






