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HE'S COMING!
HE'S COMING!

=y
= B .
\_ - WHY
CHEESE SANDWICH,
YOU SURE ARE MAKING A LOT R . //Z

OF TRIPS T0 PONYVILLE
THESE DAYS.

ANY CHANCE
YOU'RE HERE T0 SEE
PINKIE? WINK WINK,

AS THEY SAY?

OPEN ' of)

THIS ISN'T
A SOCIAL CALL,
MAYOR--

\1\



I'M HERE ON
BUSINESS.
OF BUSINESS THAT
MAKES YOUR OATS

RUN COLD.




HEY THERE,
POSTMASTER
BUCKEYE!

) WHY, IFIT
ISN'T PINKAMENA

I NEVER EXPECT V" ANYTHING HE
BECAUSE YOU ANYTH}I{NN? FROM  SENDS IS ALWAYS
IM.

COME IN HERE ASKING

THAT AT LEAST ONCE A SURPRISE!

AND I LOVE
SURPRISES!

FROM MR. SANDWICH,
GENERAL DELIVERY
TODAY, PINKIE?

1 WS JUST
WONDERING
IF —IF ANY PACKAGES
ARRIVED FOR YOU TODAY?
PACKAGES 100 BI6 T0 FIT
N YOUR MAILBOX?

HOW'D YOu




WELL, IT'S
YOUR LUCKY DAY,
THEN! THERE IS INDEED
A PACKAGE FROM
MR. SANDWICH.

Y
7=

THANKS, ‘ l

POSTMASTER! AT

(A ‘
4@-@;

SMELLS LIKE
CHOCOLATES! I
WONDER IF HE SENT
ME SOME--

THERE ARE ALSO A
COUPLE OF LETTERS FOR YOU
THAT JUST CAME IN. I COULD

GIVE THEM TO PARCEL POST TO

DELIVER TOMORROW, BUT MIGHT

AS WELL LIGHTEN HIS LOAD AND

KEEP HIM GRUNTLED,

RIGHT?

OR A
CHOCOLATE

HMMM.
MAYBE IT”S
CHOCOLATE-SCENTED
PERFUME.

-
A

OR CHOCOLATE
BAKING SUPPLIES.

PLANT?

{ FROM SAN PALOMINO!

CHOCOLATES

HE KNOWS JUST
WHAT I LIKE.

OR WHAT I THINK
I'D LIKE. I'VE NEVER
HAD THESE BEFORE, BUT
I'VE ALWAYS WANTED
T0 TRY THEM.




AM 1 GETIING
AN HONORARY
DEGREE?

LET'S SEE, THERE'S ALSO
A BUNCH OF COUPONS, AND A
LETTER FROM--THE UNIVERSITY p
OF ABYSSINIA, ROCKADIA
CAMPUS?

OH, THIS ISN'T
FOR ME. IT'S FOR
MARBLE.

WELL, I CAN
TAKE THAT TO
HER.

000H,

MAYBE I CAN
GET A UNIFORM!
AND JOIN THE
UNION!

K AT
ME! I'M A MALL
CARRIER!

IT'S ALWAYS
600D To SEE THE
FAM AGAIN.

Y00-H00!
FAMILY DEAR! IT IS
I, PINKIE PIE!

I BRING
GLAD TIDINGS AND
MISDIRECTED




HELLO,
EVERYPONY!

IT"S FROM
A $CHOOL,
1 THINK.

HELLO, MOM! 1
ACCIDENTALLY PICKED UP
A LETTER THAT’S MEANT
FOR MARBLE, $0 I THOUGHT
I'D BRING IT BY.




I'VE BEEN
ACCEPTED!

I'VE BEEN ACCEPTED
T0 THE ROCKADIA CAMPUS
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF
ABYSSINIA! WITH A FULL
SCHOLARSHIP!

IT’S A SUPER
EXCLUSIVE PROGRAM!
LESS THAN ONE PERCENT OF
APPLICANTS EVER EVEN GET A
)\ REJECTION LETTER! IT'S RUN
BY FORMER COMIC BOOK

EDITORS!

AND WHERE 1S
THIS ROCKADIA
CAMPUS?

ITS OWN...
REMOTE I1SLAND.
DEMANDING
PROGRAM! YOU'RE
SURROUNDED BY
OTHER SCHOLARS.
IT’S INTENSE, AND
YET INTENSELY
COMMON.

IT'S ONITS Yl
OWN ISLAND. ‘

ONLY
REACHABLE BY A
WEEKLY FERRY.

\ ( puRING THE
L\ suMmeRrs.




WELL, NO. ONCE THE
WINTER HITS YOU CAN'T
REALLY LEAVE THE ISLAND.
AND THE PROGRAM RUNS
YEAR-ROUND. THAT'S HOW
YOU GET $O MUCH OUT OF
IT IN A SHORT TIME.

THAT'S WHAT MAKES \
IT S0 INTENSIVE. IT'S |
ENFORCED SOLITUDE. /

S0 HOW
LONG WOULD You
BE GONE?

A YEAR.
MAYBE TWO.

BUT YOU'D BE
HOME FOR HEARTH'S
WARMING? OR THE
SUMMER, RIGHT?

--OH MY
GOODNESS! YOU
CAN THROW ME A
GOODBYE PARTY!

THAT MEANS
I'LL NEED To SAY

WOULD YOU DO THAT?
YOU THROW THE BEST PARTIES,
AND T WANT IT To BE THE MOST
AWESOME CELEBRATION IN THE  /
HISTORY OF CELEBRATIONS. /

WHICH 1S
A COURSE I CAN

STUDY THERE.




DID PINKIE

o e
0
PLAN A PARTY?
7 AND
—

THE NEXT DAY...

1S YOUR SISTER
PLANNING A GIANT
GOODBYE PARTY
FOR YOU?

ROCKADIA?
WELL, YOU'LL

A NEED SOMETHING

WARMER.
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BUT STILL ”
STYLISH, OF ‘ ;

COURSE.

NO. SHES
NOT.

IN FACT, SHE'S
BARELY SPOKEN T0
ME SINCE I 6OT THE

ACCEPTANCE.

I THINK THIS
BEARS SOME
INVESTIGATION.

WELL,
OF COURSE.
THANK YOU.

PINKIE?
SILENT? THAT'S
UNUSUAL.




7" --AND PINKIE DOESN'T
{ WANT To THROW A PARTY?
TARNATION! 1 CAN'T IMAGINE
‘ SUCH A THING.

THAT'S WHAT
I SAID.

HAVE YOU SEEN PINKIE
PIE? T WAS SUPPOSED TO
RUN THIS SCALE SALVE BY FOR
GUMMY, BUT SHE DOESN'T
SEEM T0 BE HERE.

BEEN LOOKING
FOR HER, T00.

AT LEAST

@ MAYBE HE
/| KNOWS WHERE ’!
A SHE WENT. 1]




I REALLY DON'T
WANT To TALK,

APPLEJACK.

IN ALL THE TlMEvYOU WANT T0
I'VE KNOWN YOU, TALK, You JuST
THAT'S NEVER DON'T KNOW
BEEN TRUE. WHAT To SAY.

THOUGH GUMMY
PICKED UP ON A
FEW THINGS.

HAPPY NOW?
BECAUSE I'M
NOT.

SHE'S LEAVING.

MARBLE IS LEAVING,
AND T WON'T SEE HER
FOR TWO YEARS, WE'LL
BARELY EVEN BE
ABLE TO WRITE.

AND WHO KNOWS
IF SHE'LL EVER COME
BACK? MAYBE SHE'LL LIKE IT
THERE. MAYBE SHE'LL MEET
SOMEPONY, MAKE A LIFE
THERE, AND NOT NEED

ME ANYMORE.

AND SHE
WANTS ME T0
THROW A PARTY
FOR THAT?




OF COURSE SHE
DOES. YOU'RE HER
SISTER. AND THE BEST
PARTY PLANNER IN
PONYVILLE.

I KNOW WHAT IT'S
LIKE WHEN SOMEPONY
YOU LOVE LEAVES AND

DOESN'T COME
BACK.

THIS 1S 600D
NEWS FOR HER, AND
SHE'S TRYING T MAKE YOU
PART OF IT. ‘COURSE, THAT
DOESN'T MAKE IT EASIER
FOR YOU. I GET IT.

BUT THAT 60T ME
REALLY CLOSE WITH APPLE
BLOOM. IT’S BEEN SO GREAT
WATCHING HER GROW UP AND
GET HER CUTIE MARK. I'M S0
GRATEFUL 1 6OT TO BE
PART OF THAT.

AND WHEN SHE GETS
OLDER, MAYBE SHE'LL LEAVE
THE FARM. MAYBE SHE WON'T.
BUT WHATEVER HAPPENS, THAT
DOESN'T CHANGE WHAT I 60T
To HAVE WITH HER.

PONIES MAY LEAVE,
| BUT THEY STAY IN YOUR
HEART EVEN WHEN
THEY'RE GONE.




YOU'RE RIGHT.
I KNOW YOU'RE

IT DOESN'T
MAKE ME WANT
T0 PLAN A PARTY,
THOUGH.

THROWING A PARTY IS
MAKING THE HAPPINESS IN YOUR WELL, I THINK YOUR
HEART TAKE FORM. AND I DON'T HEART KNOWS WHAT T0
KNOW THAT I CAN BRING THE FUN DO THERE, T00.

THE WAY 1 NEED To. IT'D BE
A LOUSY PARTY.

C‘-—THANKS FOR COMING.”




GOING HAVE!

MY SISTER IS PRETTY
INCREDIBLE, AND SHE NEEDS
AN INCREDIBLE SEND-OFF.
EVEN IF I'M NOT CAPABLE
OF DOING IT.

I'M GLAD TO HELP

OUT WHERE I CAN. WE'LL |/
MAKE THIS THE BEST

GOING AWAY--

BECAUSE JUST
CALLING IT A PARTY IS

T00 SMALL A WORD FOR
ALL THE AWESOME WE'RE

YEAH, BUT
DON'T YOU WANT
T0 SEE?

--BUT STILL

‘ N'A
°
TOTALLY COMING
BACK--

A CARICATURIST,
SURE. YOU NEED ONE
OF THOSE. AND A
BOUNCE HOUSE.

DJ PON-3
SPINNING SOME
TUNES.

AND
THE DESSERT
STATION...?

4

1 REALLY
DON'T HAVE ANY
OPINIONS.

BUT YOU'RE
CURIOUS, RIGHT?
MAYBE GIVE IT A
ONCE-OVER?

1 SUPPOSE 1
COULD LOOK.

YOU ARE HAVING A
DESSERT STTgTION,

[NTNERNNENE

S0 HEAR ME
OUT. EVERYPONY DOES
DESSERTS. WHAT I WAS
THINKING WAS--

--AND T KNOW THIS o
IS THINKING OUTSIDE - CHEESE
THE BOX-- STATION.




DESSERTS ARE SO
OBVIOUS, PAINFULLY $0.
THEY'RE CLICHE. “PIECE OF
CAKE.” S0, LET"S FLIP THE
SCRIPT. CHEESE! “PIECE
OF CHEESE.”

1I'M SORRY,
A WHAT?

IT'S THE COMING
THING. PEOPLE WOULD
START SAYING “PIECE OF

CHEESE.” AND IT
WOULD BE...

...UM, A SIGNATURE
MOVE...QUESTION
MARK?
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MAYBE I

SHOULD HELP
l OUT A LITILE.




YOU KNOW You
WEREN'T WEARING
SLEEVES, RIGHT?

BECAUSE
THERE NEED TO BE
CAKES. CUP, POP, AND
OTHERWISE. MAYBE
SOME BROWNIES. AND
1CE CREAM, OF
COURSE.

DRAMATIC
EFFECT.

?‘, =
—\\
\ { 1M Jusr saviNG, 1
, WEAR SLEEVES...
v

AND $0...
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- _ PINKIE,

THIS PARTY 1 s @ =
AMAZING! \




WELL, You OH, P'SHAW! I 3
REALLY NEED To Y4 JUST STARTED THE - FINE. THANK ¥ CHEESE, I'M
THANK CHEESE. HE |{ BALL ROLLING. YOU : YOU BOTH! . GOING T0 BORROW
DID MOST OF THE / \ DID MOST OF THE PINKIE FOR A
HEAVY LIFTING. - MINUTE.

JUST BE SURE
T0 BRING HER BACK,
OR YOU'LL LOSE YOUR
SECURITY DEPOSIT.

YOU KNOW, I'M
THRILLED TO GET THIS
OPPORTUNITY. IT'S GOING
To BE AN EXCITING

ADVENTURE.

IT"S TIME FOR
ME To START LIVING A
OUT LOUD-- 4

--JUST LIKE
MY BIG SISTER
TAUGHT ME.

--I'M STILL GOING
T0 BE SAD T0 LEAVE
MY FAMILY. TO LEAVE
YOU. YOU KNOW

THAT, RIGHT?

YOU KNOW, EVEN
THOUGH I'M HAPPY
T0 BE GOING T0

ROCKADIA--

1DO, EVEN IF
IT TOOK A WHILE
T0 SINK IN.

I'M SORRY
ABOUT NOT BEING
MORE EXCITED
BEFORE.







WHAT'S
THAT FOR?

AH, DON'T
YOU NEVER
MIND.

NOW, DO
THEY HAVE ANY
ICE CREAM?

YOU'VE
60T PIES ALL
OVER YOU.

GIVE MR. SANDWICH
A BREAK.

C'MON, KIDS. LET'S '}

THANKS,.
=9  THEY'RE FUN, BUT
| WOW, THERE ARE A LOT
OF THEM, AREN'T

--LOOK, I CAN'T THANK
YOU ENOUGH FOR COMING
HERE T0 HELP. THIS PARTY IS
AMATING, AND I DID NOT HAVE




L/ A, SHUCKS.
WEREN'T NOTHING,

LITILE FILLY.

NO, IT WAS
B\ EVERYTHING.

==\
E——————
e

C'MON, LET'S
60 GET SOME
CAKE.

--BUT WOULDN'T
A PIECE OF GOUDA
BE BETIER?

MUENSTER?

LET’S
COMPROMISE.
CHEESECAKE.
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AN INntErview

with artiSt Rohbin Easter

y Little Pony: Friendship is Magic #99 saw Pinkie & Cheese take center
M stage! Artist Robin Easter brought the wonderful world of Equestria

to life, including some new characters—meet Acacia, Spruce, Oak, and
Birch, the latest additions to the Pie family!

Q: Robin, the script read, “Cheese Sandwich has tiny Pie Cousins hanging off of
him,” but was otherwise fairly loose in terms of direction! How did you decide to
approach the design of these new characters?! Do you find it’s easier to work with
specific instructions, or do you enjoy the freedom more!?

A: As soon as | saw that line, | knew it would be a fun challenge to tackle! | love looser
direction like this because it gives me room to play around with concepts that might not
come up otherwise, like how we may never know if the Pie side of Pinkie’s family is really
related to the Apples. | wanted to play with that idea for the cousins by making them

tree farmers (or more accurately, lumberjacks!).

Q: Can you tell us a bit about Acacia, Spruce, )
Oak, and Birch?

A: Acacia is the oldest and quietest of the cousins. =
She likes making wood sculptures with sticks she ‘
collects while doing chores. Oak and Birch are

twins, but they’re very different ponies. They’re too young to help with most of the
chores, but Oak loves helping his mom replant trees while Birch causes trouble around
the farm. Spruce is still just a baby, so Acacia usually helps keep him busy during the
day. He is very curious and tends to wander off, so the Pies are always sure to keep an
eye on him.

Q: This was your first time drawing an issue of My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic; what
was your favorite part of the process?

A: Hard to say! Probably inking, it’s so satisfying to watch everything fall into place. It’s
amazing how much a crisp black line brings to a page.

Q: What do you enjoy most about drawing Ponies?
Drawing the ponies themselves! ['ve been a fan of this franchise longer than | can even
remember, so all the characters have a very special place in my heart. They’re also just
so expressive and distinct, it’s a joy to draw the little differences between them all.

Q: And finally—who’s your favorite character?!

: Atough choice, but | think | have to go with Pinkie Pie! Everyone should have a Pinkie in
L their life, she always knows how to make your day brighter.
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; TI-fE CITIZENS OF EAUESTRIA - -
'®* ANO CYBERTRONYARE BACH
.\ FOR A SEEnNn'TEAM “UP!

THE 'HIT CROSSOVER EVENT RETURNS
WITH MORE PONIES, MORE BOTS, AND
MORE MAGICAL MAYHEM!
TRANEFI:IRMERE
FRIENDSHIR N 4-IS5UES BEGINNING IN APRIL
JAMES ASMUS - 5AM MAGEGS -
CASEY W. COLLER
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