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ALL YOU SEE IS SAND
BEFORE AND BEHIND YOU IN
EVERY DIRECTION. IN FACT,

YOU'RE NOT EVEN SURE

WHAT DIRECTION YOU

CAME FROM.

A ( THE PARTY 1S LOST
_\ L N THE DESERT. HOW

\ DO YOU PROCEED?

MARINIA,
THE LOYAL KNIGHT,
DECIDES T0 GIVE HER
FRIENDS A SPEECH ]
T0 INSPIRE THEM.

THE MAGICAL
CRYSTALLINA TRIES TO
CONVINCE EVERYPONY WE
SHOULD JUST GO HOME.
MAYBE I CAN USE MAGIC
T0 TAP US OUT.

BUT WE HAVE
A QUEST! THOSE
TROLLS NEED
OUR HELP!

SAYS GREENY
THE DRUID.




0000H, CALLINDRIA
DARKSHADOW USES THEIR
SPEED AND THIEVING SKILLS
T0 TAKE STUFF FROM
EVERYBODY.

T0 GIVE T0 THE LESS
FORTUNATE STREET URCHINS.
CALLINDRIA DARKSHADOW
NEVER STEALS FOR
THEMSELF.

I SAY EVERYPONY
FOLLOWS ME! MARINIA
HAS A GREAT SENSE
OF DIRECTION.

DUST DEVIL,

WHAT DO You

WANT To
D0?

7SIGH? AND...
SORRY, WHAT WAS
YOUR CHARACTER'S

I SAY WE
FIGHT TO THE
LAST HORSE!
WEAPONS AT
THE READY!

BUT
THAT'S YOUR
REAL NAME!

;

THEN HOW'D
WE GET LOST IN
THE DESERT IN
THE FIRST
PLACE?

OKAY, AGAIN, YOU'RE
IN THE MIDDLE OF THE
DESERT AND LOST, WHAT
DO YOU ALL DO?

CALLINDRIA DARKSHADOW
WILL GO WHEREVER
EVERYPONY ELSE...

1 LIKE MY
REAL NAME! 2

STop
SPLASHING!

WE'D NEVER
MAKE IT THROUGH
A REAL DESERT.

HEY, GET
YOUR HOOF
OUTTA MY
EYE!

I'M GONNA
KNOCK YOUR
STRIPES OFF!

| “HEY, KID, WHAT'S
E ON YOUR MIND?”




I RECALL ANOTHER
ADVENTURE THE FIVE OF US
ToOK ON TOGETHER. IN AN
IMAGINED SANDY SEA, YOu
THE DESERT OF-- REMEMBER?

I WAS JusT
TH]NKIN? ABOUT
IT.

MARINI, T HAVE SPENT $O MUCH
TIME IN ANGER, CALLING YOU FRIEND
FEELS LIKE A DANGER. BUT IT HAS
ONLY BEEN TWO DAYS, AND
WE ARE BACK T0 OUR
OLD WAYS.

I REMEMBER THAT I
TRIED T0 CONVINCE THEM
T0 FOLLOW ME, BUT ALL
ANYPONY DID WAS
ARGUE.

OH, COME ON
NOW, KID. I KNOW

HOW MUCH YOU HATE
NOT RHYMING. YOU
GOTTA SAY IT.

UNTIL YOU 6OT
FED UP AND TOLD US
WE ALL DIED OF
HEATSTROKE.

IF T CAN PUT OUR PAST
ASIDE, CAN YOU FORGIVE ME
FOR MY PRIDE? I NEVER
WISHED T0 TEAR US APART.
BUT I HAD TO FOLLOW
MY HEART.,

SEE, THAT
WASN'T S0
HARD.

HOPEFULLY AT
THIS QUEST’S END,
THERE WILL LIE A
DIFFEI’ZdEyNT FATE,

YEAH, NOT SURE 1
EVER GOT THE HANG OF
LYING. AND I GET MY
FEELINGS HURT EASY
WHEN FRIENDS
ABANDON ME.

YOU KNOW,
1 6OTIA BE
HONEST.

HONESTY YOU
NEVER LACK. YoU BUT I'M
o0 | SHARE THAT WITH GLAD To HAVE

APPLEJACK. YOU BACK.

o A
= wHAT IN
22 TARNATION?!




FEARLESS LEADER N/

APPLEJACK, TKNOW THIS 1S A ¥, L WOULD WAGER
EXPERTISE IN THE WAYS OF

THE DIGGING OF SUCH...

THANK YOU FOR NOBODY MARINI, WELL T DON'T ROSE, DO YoU
THAT ANALYSIS, YOU GOT ANY 1 I OF YO
ROCKACOR . MENTIONED THERE WAS g acreniong? SEESS;J;(LTEING FRHIIE%I%QTIYEREFCYOSLRD B
TELL US IF THERE'S A

( GONNA BE A GULCH To
CROSS, T DON'T RECKON H
160T A WAY T0 GET

US OVER THERE.

WAY AROUND?

OH, CERTAINLY.
CACTUS ROOTS SPREAD
OUT GREAT DISTANCES,
AND THEY DO LIKE TO
60SSIP. JUST A
MOMENT.,

UH, WHAT
EXACTLY AM I
WATCHING HERE,
BROOK?

OH, YOU SEE, CACTUS
ROSE HAS A SPECIAL GIFT
WHEN IT COMES To PLANTS. WE

ONLY HAVE A FEW TYPES OUT




THAT CACTUS?

>

DUST DEVIL,

SHE'S FRIENDS WITH
ALL THE PLANTS
AROUND HERE.

CAN TALK? WE'RE JUST GONNA
60 ALONG WITH THIS AND RISK
GETTING STUCK IN THE
DESERT?

I THINK I LIKE
YOU. WE SHOULD
BE FRIENDS.

WHERE DID THIS
CHASM COME FROM,

DO YE KNOW?

OH! WELL, LEGEND
HAS IT THAT THIS USED TO
BE A GREAT AND FERTILE

VALLEY AND THAT THIS
WAS A RIVER,

THAT WAS
THOUSANDS OF
YEARS AGO, THOUGH.
NOW THIS LAND IS

IT SEEMS IF WE
KEEP WALKING NORTH
THERE'S ONE BRIDGE

THAT GOES ACROSS.

YEAH, I'M NOT
REALLY THAT INTO
THE “FRIENDS" PERFECT. WE
SHOULD BE PEN PALS
THAT NEVER WRITE TO
EACH OTHER BUT COULD
IF WE WANTED T0.

L.,
WOULDN'T
HATE THAT.

YA DON'T
SAY.

...DBNGEROUS,




PASSACE
ACROSS THIS
BRIDGE IS
CLOSED.

)

L
=
=

- ‘/, C -
WELL, LOOKS
IKE WE FOUN
THE BRIDGE!

D
—_——




SURE, NOW IT'S
JUST A MATTER OF
FRYING THE CHICKEN
TRYING T0 KEEP US
FROM CROSSING.

I DON'T LIKE TO
GUSH, BUT I REALLY LOVE
THE ENERGY YOU'RE
BRINGING TO--

Al

1~

LA\

WAIT! DON'T
HURT HER!

EXCUSE ME, = -
MISS, BUT WHY
ARE YOU BLOCKING y
THE BRIDGE? /=

THAT 1S NO
CONCERN OF YOURS,
LITILE ABADA. T AM A

MIGHTY ROC, AND I
WILL DO AS I
PLEASE.

SURE e =
- : YOU CAN...

I BET YOU DIDN'T
CHOOSE To BE WAY OUT
HERE IN THE DESERT
ALL BY YOURSELF.

BUT MAYBE
WE CAN HELP
EACH OTHER!




DO YOU
REALLY THINK
You COULD

I'LL GIVE
IT EVERYTHING
I'VE GOT!

HERE'S THE THING. 1
LANDED OUT HERE LOOKING FOR
FOOD, BUT THE AIR CURRENTS [
WEREN'T STRONG ENOUGH I CAN'T FLY
To LIFT ME BACK UP.  , HOME TO MY FAMILY,
$0... 1 STOPPED LETTING
OTHERS GET THROUGH
AS WELL,

WELL, YOU ARE IN
LUCK, NEW FRIEND! IF YOU
LET MY FRIENDS CROSS
THE BRIDGE, I KNOW I CAN
GET YOU AIRBORNE.

<]

IF 1 GET YOU SOME
HEIGHT, DO YOU THINK

Y YOU CAN RIDE THE HIGHER
AIR CURRENTS HOME?

IBET 1
COULD! WHAT
DO WE D0O?




L.. UH...
IDON'T KNOW
ABOUT THIS.

TRUST ME!
IT'LL WORK!

GOLLY, THEY'RE
QUICK! CAN THEY
REALLY DO IT?

IF INDEED
IT CAN BE DONE,
DUST DEVIL WOULD
BE THE ONE.

AND THEY GOT
EVEN FASTER SINCE
LAST TIME YOU SAW

THEM RUN!

THERE'S...
SOME WIND... BUT
I'M T00 HEAVY. IT'S




Y

YOU’RE;:N\G\
IT! ITS PICKING ~

CRYSTAL? -
WHERE ARE ~
You--

STAY BACK!
1 6OT THIS! -

SHoOT! >
THAT FOOL 1S
GOING TO HURT

THEMSELF! ﬂ ;

DUST DEVIL,
I'M HIGH ENOUGH TO

CAN'T GET OUT OF
2 THE FUNNEL!

| 4 _—~
I'M GONNA STOP

ALL AT ONCE. AS SOON
AS 1 DO, YOU'VE GOTTA
CATCH THAT WIND,

IF YOU SToP
ALL AT ONCE, WON'T
IT HURT YOU?

DON'T WORRY
ABOUT ME! CATCH
THAT WIND IN




BECAUSE YOU ALWAYS
: USH T0 HELP OTHERS
8 wiTHOUT THINKING ABOUT
WHAT’S GONNA HAPPEN T0
YOU, YOU KIND-HEARTED

GOOFBALL, ' ]

'3:’/
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; nou DIDEIT ! ;
0U HELPED M
IT FEELS 600D T0
TAKE OFF! > HELP OTHERS INSTEAD |
> OF JUST FIGHTING,
~ DOESN'T IT?
Q) DON'T TRY T0
e L4 TEACH ME THINGS,
' L0ob i A
A LOOP M
: 1 Just t ( == ICICLES.
GAVE YOU A | = C
) BOOST! — -

THAT
WAS REALLY
SOMETHING!

YOU KNOW HOW IT IS,
SOMEPONY'S GOTTA KEEP
THE 600DY-GOODIES FROM

HURTING THEMSELVES.

/ YOU DON'T HAVE

A T0 EXPLAIN LOYALTY -
LEGENDARY 1o Me. EVERYPONY N | | |
FEAT 10 BE EQUESTRIA IS ALWAYS | | B5 co. we can

SURE! SECONDS AWAY FROM —

GIVING EVERY MONSTER STILL BE PEN
EVERYTHING IT
WANTS,

AS LONG AS
YOU DON'T WANT
To SHARE HIDDEN

FEELINGS AND
SECRETS WITH
ME.

EWWW...
THAT SOUNDS
GROSS.




' GOSH, MARINI,

: I'VE NEVER BEEN

£ Hohe A THERE, BUT IF PRINCE

HOW MUCH LONGER ABRAXAS' DIRECTIONS A,RE
ki ton CORRECT, IT SHOULDN'T

' BE MUCH FARTHER.

OH, I DON'T KNOW.
NEVER THOUGHT I'D

WE CAN LAST PRETTY
v YOU SAID IT! AND IT'S
SAY 1T, BUT I'D LOVE T0 LONG OUT HERE AS LONG
' , GOTTA BE WORSE FOR THOSE ,
SEE SOMETHING 1 COULDN'T 48 WE DON'T EXPEND
DIG FOR A BIT! A LAKE OR OF US WHO ARE MADE OF

A LOT OF--
RIVER'D BE A WELCOME WATER. RIGHT, MEDLEY

CRYSTAL!

WHAT'S THE
MATTER;NITH YOU USED YOUR ICE
HER? T0 SAVE ME, AND

NOW YOU'RE

I'M NOT
HURT. I'M JUST
DRY, OKAY?

I'M FINE! T JUST
USED MORE ICE THAN
I SHOULD HAVE BACK
THERE. NO BIGGIE.




SHE'S GETIING
SPLASHY. I'VE GOTTA GIVE
HER SOME OF MY WATER
BEFORE SHE CAN'T HOLD
TOGETHER.

BROOK, YOU NEED
ALL OF YOUR WATER T0O.
1 SHOULD GIVE HER MY
DRINKING WATER.

ROSE, THAT'S
GENEROUS, BUT I HAVE
A BETIER IDEA. MAYBE
YOU COULD ASK SOME OF
YOUR FRIENDS TO LEND
SOME WATER.

O00H! CACTI STORE
A LOT OF WATER! I BET
THEY’D BE HAPPY
T0 HELP.

AIDN'T N
J

’ WE SHOULD GET HER T0 J |
’ COME TALK T0 YOUR FARM. “OUGHT

BOY, THAT'S
NEVER GONNA
SEEM NORMAL

A\ IMAGINE IF YOUR PLANTS
COULD TELL YOU WHAT
THEY NEEDED.

THE CACTI ASKED
FOR A SONG. OUT
HERE IN THE DESERT

THEY DON'T GET
MANY--

THEY'RE HAPPY T0
HELP, BUT 1 TOLD THEM (f
WE WANTED To REPAY Jf
THEM SOMEHOW.

DO CACTUSES

DAGNABBIT!
T FORGOT,
my BANTO:

5



WHEN YOU'RE FEELING
SAD AND BLUE, THERE I$ JUST
ONE THING TO DO--YOU GOTTA

LIFT YOUR HEAVY HEAD

Q UP TO THE SKY!
4ZEII!::2E?ir
THINGS MAY NOT BE
EASY, BUT YOU CAN'T SING
WITH YOUR MOUTH SHUT--YOU
GOTTA USE YOUR VOICE AND
LET YOUR FEELINGS

FLY!

HOW 1S IT
POSSIBLE THIS
FOLLOWED ME
FROM ANOTHER

CONTINENT?

ONE TIME 1 ToLD ®
MY DOG T0 STAY, THEN
THAT DOGGY RAN AWAY--
I LOOKED EVERYWHERE
BUT COULDN'T FIND
THAT PUP!

I ASKED MEDLEY
BROOK FOR HELP--SHE
HEARD HIM MAKE A LITTLE
YELP! WE WORKED
TOGETHER, AND DID
WE FIND HIM?

’ YOoU GOTTA
TAAAAALK TO YOUR FRIENDS.
SHARE A THOOOOUGHT WITH |
|\ YOUR FRIENDS, ‘CAUSE FRIENDS [
\ HELP FRIENDS RIGHT TO
THE BITTER END!

YOU GOTTA

/' TAAAAALK TO YOUR FRIENDS.

SHARE A THOOOOUGHT WITH

HELP FRIENDS RIGHT T0
THE BITIER END!




G- b

MY FRIENDS
WE HAD AN ARGUMENT,
AND T0 ANOTHER LAND I
WENT, I DIDN'T SEE THOSE
FRIENDS OF MINE
FOR YEARS.

BUT FINALLY WHEN
I RETURNED, SO MANY
LESSONS 1 NOW LEARNED, 1
MISSED $O MANY LAUGHS
AND HUGS AND

EVERYPONY...
I'M SO SORRY.

I SHOULDN'T
HAVE LEFT LIKE

IT’S NOT YOUR FAULT.
WE WERE ALL KIDS, AND WE
ALL MESSED UP. BUT WE
HAVE A CHANCE To DO
BETTER NOW. 4

I'M SORRY 1 BULLIED
YoU. T WAS JUST... WORRIED k
ABOUT MY FRIENDS. _

SHOULD YOU
HAVE DONE?




(1 MISSED

You, KID. : WELL, I'M GLAD
MARINI, WE GOT THAT ALL
FRIEND, T'LL TELL SORTED OUT,
YOU TRUE. EVERY B\
—\ DAY, I'VE MISSED |
You 100.

P 1 DON'T SUPPOSE THAT

B SOUND WAS PART OF THE N
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THE
\ . GROOTSLANG!
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BLESSED SIGHT, THERE
YOU ARE! BUT IT STILL MAY
BE T00 FAR. THE MONSTER
GAINS, FRIEND APPLEJACK. |
WE NEED A WAY T0 DRIVE >}

IT BACK! 4z

AYE, “TiS. LEAD THE

- OTHERS ON, APPLEJACK.
THAT'S WE SHALL BUY YE TIME To ARE YOU
WHAT WE'RE DISCOVER THE TEMPLE'S SURE?

HERE FOR, AIN'T

IT, ROCKY? SECRETS.

EVERYPONY IN
THE TEMPLE ON
THE DOUBLE!

WHAT THIS
SEEMS, IT CANNOT
BE. APPLEJACK,

DO YOU SEE?

1 SeE 1T, BUT
| 1o Sure 1
\ " BELIEVE T,

LOOK 0uT!

DEVIL, WHAT
ARE YOU--




‘l

AN\ R,
° % 0 . ‘e - |
Al HOW 1S THE
o TREE OF HARMONY
\ HERE?
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“THE SCHOOL OF FRIENDSHIP WAS
ESTABLISHED TO SPREAD THE WISDOM
AND BENEFITS OF FRIENDSHIP.. ‘

“NOT JUST TO EVERYPONY,
BUT TO ALL CREATURES
ACROSS EQUESTRIA.

‘ <4

“TO REINFORCE THIS, WE'RE ORGANIZING
THE FIRST FEATS OF FRIENDSHIP!

“A SERIES OF TEAM-ORIENTED CONTESTS
THAT WILL CHALLENGE THE STUDENTS TO
APPLY THE LESSONS THEY'VE LEARNED TO |
REAL-WORLD EVENTS.” L

TSRS L)

THE STAFF HAS BEEN
WORKING VERY HARD TO
PREPARE EVERYTHING IN TIME.
I'M SURE YOU'VE SEEN THE
FLIERS AROUND THE SCHOOL,
BUT I WANTED TO REACH OUT
TO THE SIX OF YOU
SPECIFICALLY.

COORDINATION

=

COOPERATION COMRADERY




WE ALREADY

[ SIGNED UP AS A
TEAM! SO WHAT CAN

WE DO FOR YOU,
MADAM PRINCIPAL?

S0...
WE'RE NOT
IN TROUBLE.

NOT IN THE
TRADITIONAL
SENSE, BUT...

I SAW YOUR
FORM, BUT THE
RULES CALL FOR
SEVEN TEAM MEMBERS.
I WAS HOPING YOU'D
CONSIDER ADDING OUR
NEWEST TRANSFER
STUDENT, SWIFT

YES/

I MEAN,
LIKE,
TOTALLY.
WE'D BE

HAPPY TO
HAVE HER.

ALSO, IF YOU'D LIKE
TO EARN EXTRA CREDIT,
WE COULD USE SOME HELP
IN FINISHING PREPARING
FOR THE FEATS.

REALLY?
YOULL LET ME
JONN YOU JUsT
LIKE THAT?

NO WORRIES,
MA'AM. WE'VE
GOT THIS.

THE SEVEN OF YOU
WILL BE EMBODYING
EVERYTHING THS SCHOOL
15 ABOUT. I EXPECT GREAT
THINGS FROM YOU.




WHY DID I ) l
SAY THAT?

YEAH. (' ‘

THANKS FOR |

VOLUNTEERING
FOR US.

“EMBODY
EVERYTHING THIS
SCHOOL 15 ABOUT"?!
THANKS FOR THE
PRESSURE!

EEE! IT'S FINE!
I'M 50 EXCITED! I
SOMETHNG N FORY
METHING | G
CULTURE FOR THE FIRST WAT'CI? -T-(Ag %VA,S ;LL
TIME—BECAUSE IT IS THE THINGS WITH
THE FIRST TIME! FRIENDS!

PLUS WE GET
TO SEE THE FEATS
BEFOREHAND!
ISN'T THAT
EXCITING?

gy

RIGHT, 50, LIKE,
SANDBAR? TRANSFER
STUDENT, RIGHT?

SANDBAR? RIGHTEOUS.




YONA
TRANSFER,
TOO!

YONA DO SAY!
SUPPOSED TO GO
TO YAKADEMY UNTIL
COME HERE!

YOU DON'T
SAY?

YOU SEEM
TO HAVE COME
) oY FROM ALL

P OVER.

YER .
STRAIGHT OUT
OF THE DRAGON Y
LANDS.
EH,
GRIFFONSTONE
ISN'T THAT
EXOTIC. v
¢ <
S ™M
FROM THE ‘A
CHANGELING \
KINGDOM. 2
€]

ARE YOU TO TRANSLATE
FROM OUT OF FROM MUSH-MOUTH:
ANgz;/)CIPMNA TOWN, TOO? NO, HE'S A LOCAL.
YAKYAKISTAN!

NAWI'MFROMM
HAHA! T ARONERE...
ASSUMED
AS MUCH.




WHERE 15
NEW FRIEND
SWIFT FOOT

7o

' NOWHERE YOU'VE
| ity
TANOTHER  “you kNOW.
SUNNY LITTLE PONY
' VILLAGE. THE USUAL...

OHMYGO5H YouU
GUys! WE'RE BENG Y SILVERSTREAM,
50 RUPE! WE HAVEN'T  AND T'M FROM
EVEN NTRODUCED  » SEAQUESTRIA!

MY NAME 15

RIGHT. I'M ;
SMOLDER. OCELLUS!
GALLUS.

AND THIS 1S
MUMBLES.
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