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I CAN'T
BELIEVE WE'RE

IT'S OKAY!
1 TOLD HER I'D
WRITE IT ALL DOWN
JOURNAL

MAYBE YOU CAN TELL N AR NMED
HER A LITTLE BIT ABOUT
HOW IT ALL GOT STARTED, AR el S
TOO, DID YOU KNOW THESE Bl A g
GAMES BEGAN SEVENTY-FOUR
| “YEARS AGO TO CELEBRATE
THE SPIRIT OF FRIENDSHIP
AMONG THE HIGHLAND
PONIES?

THE TORTO/SES
THEMSELVES ARE

...AND THEY CAN
HAVE QUITE A KlcK
Y WHEN THEY'RE UPSET. THE
RACERS ALL WEAR RACING " \
GEAR TO PROTECT WELL, YOU
THEMSELVES JUST géﬁé‘%lgggﬁgg
IN CASE. you G0 Bef

‘ V ' 1 HOPE YOU'RE
LU@ZER@E;; X%J E/ouxz OOD AND RESTED,
TORTO/ISE. - TANK. THERE'S GOING
\ o

TO BE A LOT TO SEE [
AND DO HERE.
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I CAN'T WAIT TO
SEE YOU IN YOUR NEW e
T| RACING SHELL AT THE
RACE TOMORROW, TANK!
PINKIE PIE PAINTED IT
5PEC/ALL)’

OUT TO CELEBRATE
THE RACES. I CAN'T
IMAGINE WHAT—

r
~

% e A ﬂﬂ @@ A

1(\(1
Mg, e NOKT“SE J -

» «TORTO[SE RACE2 20T F
0, o N a ﬁ H S indy <
< , A

UZ)EAN A y 2.

HAPE%ZVEPf L QUU“ % i 00
/2 10080ag) 4
oy i <




WHAT COULD
HAVE MADE THE

DIDN'T MEAN
TO STARTLE
YOU—

LA
\| TROTLAND YARD. T'VE ptih St PRINCEES OF
BEEN INVESTIGATING PRINCESS— FRIENDSHIP IT'S

THIS MYSTERY OF AN HONOR TO

\  SILVER BLAZE. )\ - MEET YOU.

: J
£

N YOU SAID 4
{ THAT THERE WA I 7~
A VHATE paare %
° i ‘
7




SILVER BLAZE, THE
EIGNING CHAMPION NO ONE WANTS

R /]
WENT M/SSING NLAAGT WEEK, THIS 15 A CRIME

TO PARTY OR BET OR
CELEBRATE. THE CITY IS AGAINST FRIENDSHIP,
E LOSING MONEY AND TOURISTS, AND THE NCESS OF
TOWN. I'M NOT EVEN SUR AND WE'RE LEFT WITH THIS (04
WE'RE GOING TO HAVE VERY GRAY TOWN.
THE RACE NOW. THE FRIENDSHIP RACES
CAN RESUME.

INSPECTOR, EXCUSE
g ME. THE THREE

WE'D LIKE TO
OFFER OUR SERVICES 1 OF US WILL BE |
AS CONSULTING | HONORED TO
DETECTIVES. THE /= HELF
TWO OF Us.

\/

U

NUGEH T - S <
CERTAINLY AT OUR WITS Ay J

END ABOUT THIS.

LUGGAGE OFF AT OUR
HOTEL, AND THEN WE'LL
BEGIN OUR INVESTIGATION.

WE DO HAVE " WE THINK THAT S
AN IDEA OF WHAT S AT, DN S NS

HAPPENED, PRINCESS,
: po

BUT IT'5 NOT HELPING D)) | WORKING
YE KNOW.
NOTHING?

' THE . LET'S DROP OUR
OURS

Q

US FIND SILVER ‘ THEORY?
BLAZE.

S
—




PRINCESS, THIS
15 ALDER BROWN.
SHE'S ONE OF THE

TOISE RACERS—/F
E HAVE A RACE
THIS YEAR.

——
P WE

= MUsT HAVE =
A RACE!

TOR
W

BURN'S SILVER BLAZE ALWAYS BEATS 1 HAVE EVERY TWILIGHT
WHATEVER TORTOISE 1 RACED FAITH THAT WE'LL SPARKLE HAS
AGAINST HER. SOLVE THIS MYSTERY SOLVED A LOT OF
AND, IN DOING SO, MYSTERIES. THE
GET THE RA

o[ FOR THE LAST DOZEN YEARS, DOWNEY F

" BUT THAT |

RAPSCALLION
DOWNEY BURN
BOUGHT HER
OUT FROM
UNDER ME!

I NEED
THIS RACE SO
SHE CAN FINALLY
HAVE HER JUST
COMEUPFANCE.

LET'S GO SEE
MILLERSPOKE.

=
,‘

YES. AND
LET'S GET INSIDE—
IT'S coLp ouT
HERE.




voo- THIS 15
MILLERSPOKE'S CABIN.
WE'RE PRETTY SURE IT
WAS H/S NEGLIGENCE

THAT LET SILVER
BLAZE RUN WILD.

SHE'S A
mereEre, Y
0 WILD? I MEAN, HOW
FAST DO THEY
CRAWL?

SN NO
\ OFFENSE,
TANK.

MILLERSPOKE,
I'M TWILIGHT SPARKLE,
AND T'M TRYING TO HELP
FIND SILVER BLAZE. CAN
I ASK YOU TO TELL ME
WHAT YOU KNOW?

NEVER
MIND THAT, SPIKE.
GROUNDSKEEPER.

TO OUR cOOL
A\ HIGHLAND BREEZES.
COME ON IN BEFORE
YE CATCH COLD.

LET'S TALK TO THIS

YOU PON'T HAVE TO
POUND,ALEI@H STRIDE!



I'D JUST FED
SILVER BLAZE HER

FROM YOUR
SNORING. o=

YOU LEFT OUT

THE PART WHERE YOU
LEFT THE GATE OPEN AND
SILVER BLAZE BROKE OUT, -\ / NO/1LOVE
RUNNING FREE. WE FOUND -/ 4 THAT TORTOISE LIKE SHE

TORTOISE TRACKS BY H WAS M'OWN WEE BARIN, I

YOUR STARGAZING Y, ‘\ NEVER WOULD HAVE BEEN
SPOT. o ) » SO CARELESS—

AND THEN YOU
TOOK OFF, LEAVING
SILVER BLAZE TO
FEND FOR
HERSELF.

—AND MOREOVER, IT
DRIVES ME MAD THAT ALL OF

El
I SAY I DINNA FORGET TO
LOCK THE GATE?!

m—; R\
IT MUST BE \!“ <

VERY PAINFUL TO
HAVE YOUR FRIENDS Jas

PONIES
1 THOUGHT
WERE MY
FRIENDS.




WE HAVE
EVERYTHING WE
NEED HERE. LET
ME JUST FINISH
WARMING UP AND
WE'LL BEUOUT

HAIR.

YOU'RE THE
ONLY ONE OF
THESE PONIES
WHO GAVE ME THE
BENEFIT OF THE
DOUBT. IT'S MY
OIFT TO YOU.

l THANKS
FOR THIS!
T'LL RETURN IT
WHEN WE HEAD
BACK.

YE STILL LOOK
COLD. I THINK T
VE A SPARE

You H

POS5IBLE, WHATEVER'S |
LEFT, NO MATTER HOW
IMPROBABLE, MUST
<\ BE THE ANSWER.

IT SEEMS
IMPOS5/BLE
THAT ANYONE ELSE

COULD HAVE
AN DONE IT.

=)

o SN

THIS 15
TWILIGHT
SPARKLE
SPIKE—

MAY WE COME '
IN? WE'D LIKE TO
SEE DOWNEY
BURN. D
|\~

I'M HER SISTER, )
Nock PO/AIZ’E. WAIT




THEY'RE NAE
DOLLS! THEY'RE FULLY
POSABLE ARTICULATED
COLLECTIBLES!

WELL, SHE DOES
HAVE GREAT TASTE IN
DOLL—ARTICULATED

COLLECTIBLE—DRESSES.

SHE HAD RARITY

MAKE THESE.

WE THOUGHT
WITH A FRESH EYE WE
MIGHT BE ABLE TO TELL
S\ WHAT REALLY HAPPENED

TO SILVER BLAZE.

I CAME OUT A
FEW NIGHTS BACK
TO CHECK ME SILVER
BLAZE. SHE'S ME PRIZE
TURTLE, AND 1 NEEDED TO
MAKE SURE THAT SHE WAS
REAPY FOR THE RACE
TOMORROW.

BUT THEN

ALDER BROWN
15 PROBABLY OVER

MY TORTOISE H
LOOSE IN THE WILDS OF
THE MOORS—WHO
KNOWS WHERE
SHE 157

1 JUST MISS HER,
AN I'M SORRY FOR
EVERYTHING THAT'S

HAPPﬁggD TO




STAY AWAY
FROM THAT, TANK!
THAT'S NOT LETTUCE.
UERy I A

ITLL
GIVE YOU A BIG
A 57

OMACHACHE...

OF COURSE, '
\ DOWNEY.

il
DRAGON.

WHERE

[/
S

0 7
WILIGHT?

| BROWN LIVES
| JueT AcrOSS

ML o
PRINCESS.

OH! oucH!
IOk

1 STUBBED
A AL
THAT ROOT!

_

V CArroTs
WRADIS‘HES
V Torroises



USE IT LIKE " _
A CANE TO LIMP
ON OUT OF HERE. I KNOW YOU'VE
YOU'RE NO COME TO SEE SCARLET
WELCOME. STUDY, AND I'M TELLING

B e
HERE, USE Plloe g
THIS BRANCH \\
LIKE A CANE. IT'LL =

HELP KEEP THE
PRESSURE OFF
OF IT.

YOU SEEM
VERY PROTECTIVE
OF YOUR RACING

TORTOISE.

WOULDN'T
YOU BE? 4 NO ONE'S
o LA SEEN HER AT
ALL SINCE LAST
YEAR'S RACE.

BE
GONE WITH YE,
UNLESS YE'VE
COME TO TELL
ME THE RACE
15 BACK ON.

THEN MAYBE
AREN'T YOU
OR SOMETHING. WORRIED ABOUT
SILVER BLAZE
AT ALL?

I'M SURE
SHE'S FINE,
WHEREVER

SHE 15.

WELL, 1
THINK WE'VE SEEN
EVERYTHING WE
NEED TO HERE.




Ueve Y PRINGESS NG - You
HAD RESNS TRIE. N 0o WaNT TO come oUT
TO REST UP N AFTERWARDS, WE'RE ALL
FOR A BIT. USUALLY IN THE CIPER
HALL ACROSS THE

AT LEAST

WAIT! T
KNOW WHAT
WILL CHEER

YOU UP!

YOUR
RACING
SHELL!

PAINTING IT.

/ WOW! YOU LOOK
LIKE A COMPLETELY
DIFFERENT TURTLE

IN THAT THING.




SPIKE, T'VE
FIGURED IT
out’/

O TALK TO
LEIGH STRIDE.
NOW!

y o,

ARE YOU SURE? g
=

Y, POLE
WE WERE ABOUT TO ' | S
OFFICIALLY CANCEL THe © 71973 QVER THERE W
RACE OUT OF RESPECT ~ HAZ ONLY HAD TW
FOR SILVER BLAZE. NO 3 ‘
PONY MUCH FEELS [N
LIKE ENJOYING A
OURSELVES—

COME ON, THIS
RACE 15 SUPPOSED TO




HANG THE

BANNERS! LIGHT
THE LIGHTS! TAKE
THE BETS! FOR SILVER
BLAZE!
LET'S
GET THIS RACE
@ RACING
AGAIN! FOR SILVER
BLAZE! (=)
=2
THE RACE
MUST TAKE
PLACE!
CD (e}
~
N % , Ny
3 % ¢
& 2 I DON'T KNOW HOW
‘ PINKIE FINDS THE ENERGY
ARE TO GET PONIES EXCITED
TWILIGHT? EXHAUSTING!

s YA\ \l/ ////

LOVE OF RACING

IN THE TOWN,
PRINCESS.
) IJUST
uza@mso NOW, IF
OME OF T OULL EXCUSE
FR/ENPfH/P ME! I HAVE A RACE o
(] > RUN. AND A
< MYGTEIZY Jo
SOLVE! g
) ]
02 ~9 X N

)



\

ABSOLUTELY,
SPIKE! I READ
ABOUT THIS KIND
OF THING IN

YOU KNOW, SHE
COULD JUST REVEAL
EVERYTHING AND
SAVE US PAGES.

THAT'S THAT
OVERLY DRAMATIC
PONYVILLE ATTITUDE
FOR YOU.

HERE YE, YEAR YE!

OET READY FOR THE Z4TH
ANNUAL GREAT NORTHERN
TORTOISE FRIENPSHIP RACE!
IT'S BEEN SEVENTY-FOUR YEARS
SINCE AUTEUR CONE AND

BAKER STREAK
TORTOISES AND CEMENTED
THEIR FRIENDSHIP!

THAT SPIRIT
OF FRIENDSHIP
CONTINUES TO THIS DAY.
GENTLEPONIES, START
YOUR TORTOISES!

ON YOUR
MARKS, GET ==
SET..




AN SCARLET
STUDY STARTS
EARLY WITH A
COMMANDING
LEAD!

WHOA, NELLIE!
CAN YE HANDLE
THIS EXCITEMENT,
RACE FANS?

YOU'D BETTER
BRACE YE SELVES,




e G4
& O]

N Zayas
SCARLET sTUDY X m\
1S5 STILL IN THE LEAD,

WITH TANK CLOSE
BEHIND HER. ‘\\\\\ w

HEY, IS THE
SUN STARTING
1O SET?

NNCD 4
L] (7 vup! Your
OH MY PULSE WON'T
GOODNESS! T SLOW DOWN FOR

HOURS AFTER <z ”

CAN'T TAKE THIS
EXCITEMENT! /3 THIS. /'
A‘v'.‘VI 7 ‘

5 A o S
0 ey, =/
0 \ A w‘xu v

> 9

sl W SN
s THIS MIGHT BE
A PHOTO FINISH,
RE WE EVERYPONY!
(V=

\%%

N,
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R m?
=T =11
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BUT IT'S
NOT OVER
YET, FELLOW
RACERS!

DA
2, D
N
\
'

BECAUSE

SCARLET S1y's \ N A
RACING SHELL / ’"5/L VER
= BLAZE!

AyA e ~<_ /
h—" 7 THIS 15 THE o
| MOST EXCITING L




DOWNEY OWED

MONEY BECAUSE OF

HER SISTER'S
DOLL

THEY'RE
FULLY POSABLE
ARTICULATED
COLLECTIBLES!

A LOT OF
MONEY.

SHE PLANNED
TO GIVE HER A BEX} gl/l;/\”ggp
STOT-@.CH A ARUGULA.

50 SHE
KICKED DOWNEY
BURN, GIVING HER
A BLACK EYE AND BB

KNOCKING HER
OUT WHILE SHE
RAN AWAY.

MILLERSPOKE WAS .
sTARGAZING. ~ ) IEt

SILVER BLAZE AND SINCE HIS
WAS ATTRACTED TO ALL OF HEARING 1S SO BADP, }_
e Sl

|/ siLver BLAZE
THEN SAW ALDER S »‘
BROWN'S CARROT P \
FARM AND HOPPED T ALDER BROWN

OFF THERE. = WAS STILL SMARTING
i OVER THEIR DISAGREEMENT




FOREVER! I'M 50 GLAD
YE'RE BACK!

1 DEDUCED THIS AND
KNEW THAT ALDER BROWN
WOLULD BRING SILVER BLAZE
HERE FOR THE RACE, HIDDEN
\ N SCARLET 5TUDY'S
RACING SHELL. ~ _

I'M SORRY.
I WAS JUST S50
SORE 1 TOOK
ADVANTAGE —

AGA
OF
COURSE WE
CAN. NOTHING
NO! Y& L

! |\
DON'T GET IT. ‘ MORE!
WHEN SILVER i
BLAZE WAS LOST

AND ALONE, SHE

SHE
REMEMBERED
WE WERE STILL
FRIENDPS EVEN
WHEN WE

THE RACING AND THE BETTING,
WHEN IT SHOULD BE ABOUT
THE FRIENDSHIP.

IAM
SORRY YOU
DIDN'T WIN
THE RACE,

TANK.

I'M GLAD
YOU'RE OKAY
WITH IT.

YOU KNOW, T COULD THAT'S VERRA KIND OF
OAN YE SOME MONEY YE. BUT FIRST, LET'S
= APOLOGIZE TO

TO PAY OFF THAT
DEBT MILLERSPOKE.

TWILIGHT, HOW DO
YOU PO ITZ YOU CAME IN

AND YOU, MY
HERE OUT OF NOWHERE AND I DEAR SPIKE, ARE

COMPLIMENTARY. QUITE
COMPLIMENTARY. 4

WITH LOVING AFFECT/ION FOR
SIR ARTHLIR CONAN DOYLE.
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I'M SORRY,
PRINCESS CELESTIA,
ARE YOU SAYING
THERE'S ANOTHER
LIBRARY?

NOT
A LIBRARY,
SUNBURST, BUT A
STUDY. I HAVE ALWAYS
BEEN A BIT RETICENT
TO DISTURB MY
FORMER MENTOR'S
\ \ THINGS, BUT IT SOUNDS
AS IF IT MIGHT AID
YOU IN YOUR
RESEARCH.

bb}.

C
% T

WAIT! ARE YOU
SAYING THAT THIS STUDY

BELONGED TO... STARSWIRL

THE BEARDED. YOUR RESEARCH

INTO THE HISTORY OF
EQUESTRIA... T KNOW

STARSWIRL DID A GREAT

DEAL OF RESEARCH INTO

THIS HIMSELF. BUT THOSE
BOOKS DO NOT SEEM

TO BE IN THE
LIBRARY.

. ASSUMING
Il WE CAN FIND THE )

2




THIS 1S AMAZING!
WHO KNOWS WHAT
COULD BE N
HERE!

WELL, I AM CERTAIN
THAT LUNA AND I READ
SEVERAL OF THESE
STORIES WHEN WE WERE
UNDER STARSWIRL'S
TUTELAGE.

WHY
WOULD YOU
KEEP ALL OF
THIS LOCKED
AWAY?

WHEN STARSWIRL
DISAPPEARED, LUNA AND 1
WERE CONVINCED HE WOULD BE
BACK ANY DAY. HE WAS OFTEN
PULLED AWAY ON ADVENTURES,
JUST TO TURN UP A FEW
WEEKS LATER.

AND WHEN
HE DIDN'T
RETURN?

AT FIRST, WE WERE
SURE HE WOULD. THEN, ONCE
A FEW MONTHS HAD PASSED,
WE STOPPED LOOKING. BUT WE
WERE STILL YOUNG, AND DIDN'T
DARE TO DISTURB OUR
TUTOR'S THINGS.

WHEN HE HEARD
A STORY OR A SONG
OF A LEGEND, HE WOULD
ALWAYS WRITE IT DOWN.
USUALLY THEY WERE
NOTHING MORE THAN

THEN THERE WAS
THE FIGHT, AND I EXILED

LUNA TO THE MOON. AFTER
THAT I WAS TOO BUSY... OR
PERHAPS IT HURT TOO
MUCH TO THINK OF

THOSE DAYS. TALL TALES.

WHAT
ABOUT THIS
ONE?

STARSWIRL ( WHAT IS IT
WAS FOND OF \ CALLED?
MYTHS AND
LEGENDS. STORIES <
OF PONIES WITH “THE GREAT

EXCEPTIONAL STARSWIRL THE
BEARDED, THE
TWO S/STERS, AND
THE MAGICAL
VORTEX.”

IT LOOKS LIKE
HE WROTE THESE
HIMSELF




LATER THAT NIGHT.

FASCINATING!
THIS WAS WRITTEN
BY STARSWIRL, BUT
IT DOESN'T READ
LIKE A JOURNAL
HERE.
HE'S WRITTEN
AN ACCOUNT
OF HIS OWN
LEGEND.
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“NOW, WITHOUT A
DOUBT, MANY AMONG YOU
WILL KNOW THE LEGENDS

OF STARSWIRL THE &
BEARDED.”

N

“ONE OF THE
GREAT HEROES OF
OUR TIME, STARSWIRL WAS
KNOWN FOR FACING DOWN
MAGICAL CREATURES AND
FORCES NO OTHER PONY
WOULD DARE.”

SSNORTS
HE CERTAINLY
WASN'T KNOWN
FOR Hz SMALL

But perhaps the most challengi

role ?or %%grswirl was ot thatmgf
mage, or wanderer, or hero. But the
most dangerous of all professions—

HALT, KNAVE!
GO NO FURTHER!




A

THE CASTLE OF THE TWO
SISTERS. LONG AGO.

STARSWIRL, I'M
NO KNAVE. I'M A
PRINCESS.

CELESTIA, NO TWO

PONIES HAVE EVER DONE \
MORE TO CONVINCE ME

BOTH THAN YOU AND

YOUR SISTER.

STARSWIRL!
MAKE HER LET

NOW, PRINCESS
KNAVE, RELEASE YOUR
SISTER FROM THAT
MAGICAL BUBBLE
AT ONCE.

2)

NGl

BUT YOU TOLD ME TO. THAT
WAS THE TASK. I MAKE THE

~ A
kkﬂ[[/ \  BUBBLE, AND SHe HAS

TO POP IT.

IDID NOT
SAY TO MAKE IT

IT'S MEANT
TO BE A SIMPLE
TRAINING EXERCISE,
NOT A CHANCE FOR
YOU TO MAKE YOUR
SISTER PANIC.

WELL, IT'S
NOT MY FAULT
SHE CAN'T
KEEP UR




"""““ll
ARE YOU

IT IS NOT YOUR
JOB TO MONITOR
OR COMMENT ON
YOUR SISTER'S
PROGRESS. I AM
THE INSTRUCTOR

THANK YOU FOR
GETTING ME DOWN. HOW
CAN MY OWN SISTER BE

SO MEAN?Z CAN YOU
BELIEVE HER?

THAT MUST BE
FRUSTRATING
FOR YOU.

FRANK, HER
COMPLAINT
HAS MERIT.

SHE 15 RIGHT THAT I AM A
; TEACHER TO BOTH OF YOU,
[ | AND THAT CELESTIA
| YOU WERE || LEARNS FASTER.
ONMY |

SIDE. WHEN YOU LAG

BEHIND, SHE DOES
NOT LEARN AS MUCH
. AS SHE MIGHT.

THERE
ARE NO S/PES
HERE, PRINCESS
LUNA.

THE FACT REMAINS
THAT I MUST TEACH BOTH
OF YOU AS MUCH AS I CAN,
AND THERE IS NO TELLING
HOW LONG WE'LL HAVE
TOGETHER.

AS A PRINCESS, SOMEDAY THOSE
THINGS MIGHT BE THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN THE SURVIVAL OF YOUR
J KINGDOM OR THE FALL OF
ALL OF EQUESTRIA.

> IF YOUR BEST IS NOT
UP TO THE TASK, EITHER YOU
= MUST FIND A NEW BEST, OR BE
WILLING TO LIVE WITH THE
CONSEQUENCES.

WHEN A SOMETIMES
CRISIS ARISES, OUR LIVES REQUIRE
1 MAY BE CALLED US TO DO THINGS
ON TO DEAL WITH  THAT DO NOT SEEM
IT, AND SOMEDAY IMMEDIATELY
I MIGHT NOT POSSIBLE
RETURN. TO US.
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