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--AND NOW, IN LIGHT OF THE 1 DON'T SEE WHAT THE
FACT THAT ONE A.M. NEGLECTED FUSS 1S ABOUT. IT'S NOT AS
T0 TURN IN HER ARTICLE BY THIS IF WE'RE PUTIING TOGETHER

WEEK'S PRINT DEADLINE-- TWENTY-PAGE ISSUES FOR
RELEASE ON A MONTHLY
SCHEDULE.

l M.M. THOUGHT

IT WOULD BE A FUN
EXERCISE T0 CONSIDER

THAT SOUNDS
WORSE THAN THE
TIME YOU MADE US ALL
PLAY MERPONIES IN THE
LAKE. AND YOU TOOK
THE COOLEST TAIL
COLOR--

J0, ARE YOU TELLING
ME THAT YOU'VE NEVER ~ ;
HAD A DREAM? /TN

NO! I'VE
HAD LOADS OF
DREAMS!

1 JUST DON'T e/
SEE WHY WE HAVE e,
T0 TALK ABOUT v ) 4
'EM, THOUGH! A y




WELL, TRECKON
1 CAN START.

I'D LIKE TA HELP MY GRANNY N\
WITH THE FARM. LEARN ALL THERE IS
Trarmor. ) | T4 KNOW ABOUT APPLE ORCHARD-ING. |
THEY GOT A MIGHTY FINE PROGRAM |
ABOUT IT IN APPLELOOSA THAT /
1 APPLIED T0.

771, UM, WouLD
LIKE VERY MUCH T0 | _— A P
KEEP HELPING MRS, 1~ AND CONSTANCE

LAURENCE WITH HER  SAYS THERE'S A HUGE STORM '\

SHOULD PROBABLY 60 CHECK
ON EVERYCREATURE...

ANIMALS. HEADING THIS WAY, $O I

WHAT? IT'S OBVIOUS, RIGHT? I MEAN,
YEAH, T WANNA BE AS 600D A WRITER AS AX.
YEARLING, AND I WANT A LOAD OF PONIES
T0 READ MY BOOKS. AND I WANT THEM
T0 LIKE "EM...

WELL,

THAN THAT,
DARLING.

OH, THAT'S EASY! I WANT T0 GET
AN APPRENTICESHIP WITH CELESTIA AND
1 LUNA AND EVENTUALLY OPEN A $CHOOL TO
HELP OTHER CREATURES LEARN MORE
ABOUT MAGIC, FRIENDSHIP, AND THE
MAGIC OF FRIENDSHIP--

{ my DReAM 13
MUCH SIMPLER ¥ Tyg GREATEST FASHION

AND
THEY CALL ME
DERIVATIVE.

1 WISH To BE

DESIGNER IN ALL
EQUESTRIA.

WHAT 1S
YOURS, THEN,
Jo?

/ ...BUT SERIOUSLY,
WHY ARE WE TALKING
ABOUT THIS?!



"DON'T YOU LIKE THINGS JUST
THE WAY THEY ARE RIGHT NOW?"




...LOOKS LIKE
YOU BURNED IT,
MEG.

YES, DARLING,
BUT THOSE
INSTRUCTIONS DID
NOT TELL YOU To
CONTINUALLY
FLAMBE--

IDIDN'T

BURN

IT. 1 FOLLOWED

THE INSTRUCTIONS
EXACTLY--

L

0000H! A PLOT
DEVICE!

TERRIBLE NEWS,
EVERYPONY!




YOUR FATHER NEEDS HELP! THE BITIER
< FEUD BETWEEN CATS AND DOGS IS GETIING,
LIKE, WAY WORSE. HE'S REQUESTED MY
PARTY-PLANNING EXPERTISE AT ONCE! HE
SAYS THAT ONLY ONE PONY CAN BRING
BALANCE T0 THE THIRTEEN-TIER
FRIENDSHIP CAKE...

THE POWER OF THE .
" i MRS. MARMEE! EVERYTHING IS SET FOR
| MARMEE'S VisioN, [I7CTge PARTY WLL BE Wi THE FIRST DAY OF SHOOTING MARMEE:
~ 2 A YOU ALWAYS! A THE GREATEST PARTY EVER THROWN!
! ] AND WE EVEN 60T A PRETTY FAMOUS
L oo PARODY SINGER T0 PLAY
WAL TS B | YOUR HUSBAND--

S0 @

'PINKIE, T THINK IRE 10U KipDiNG7! 7 HUH. THE

THE PONT OF magmer's ) [ Lwas sor o puaY \f - | N Aok AL OOk

I o TSROLE' THIS IS THE | | Ko ERERGENCT
CHARACTER. OPPORTUNITY OF A

LIFETIME! TLL LEAVE /
‘ - OR YOU BOUGHT

ONE T00 MANY
CUPCAKES.

YOU CAN YOU KNOW,
NEVER HAVE T00 THIS REMINDS ME
MANY CUPCAKES! OF THE TIME--

THEY COVER ALL FIVE :
OF THE BASIC FOOD
GROUPS: SUGAR,
FROSTING, CAKE,
SPRINKLES, AND ‘
MORE SUGAR.




UH, LOOK, THAT SHOULD BE ENOUGHTO |
GET YOU TO FATHER AND HELP PLAN
THE BEST PARTY EVER.

--AND THAT'S WHY
YOU SHOULD NEVER EAT
GREEN FOOD ON DAYS

THAT END IN ¥/

AND
WHERE HAVE
{ YOU BEEN,

AW, Jo! THAT'S THE
KINDEST, MOST SWEETEST THING
ANYPONY HAS EVER DONE FOR
ME, AND I'M INCLUDING THE TIME
WITH THE GIANT INFLATABLE
WAFFLE BALLOONS--

HOW'D YOU GET N |
( o0 MucH MoNEY, )
\ " MYDEAR? /.

, LOOK, IT'S NOT A BIG DEAL,
( OKAY? 1 JUST SOLD THE COLOR OUT OF
MY MANE T0 SOME OF THE PAINTERS IN
TOWN. IT'S NOT LIKE IT WON'T GROW
BACK. EVENTUALLY.

CouLD You?!
YOUR ONE
BEAUTY!

OH, Jo,
YOUR MANE,
YOUR BEAUTIFUL
MANE!

THANK YOU, JO.
YOU'VE REMINDED ME WHY WE
PLAN PARTIES IN THE FIRST PLACE--
T0 BRING CREATURES TOGETHER AND HELP
THEM THROUGH TRYING TIMES. I SHALL
NEVER SIGN A TEN-MOVIE DEAL TO CREATE
A MARMEE CINEMATIC UNIVERSE, AND
1 SHALL HEAD OUT FOR THE
FRONT TONIGHT!

IF I'M LUCKY, I'LL BE
ABLE T0 TAKE THE TWO A.M.
PARTY CANNON STRAIGHT

\_ ON TILL MORNING.

WRONG BOOK,
: PINKIE.




1 DON'T WANT MARMEE
T0 HAVE T0 GO, OR FATHER
10 BE IN TROUBLE,
AND--AND I WANT MY
RAINBOW BACK!

... KNOW I'M
JUST BEING SILLY. BUT
IREALLY DON'T FEEL
LIKE MYSELF.

OH, 1 KNOW, Jo,
BUT IT WAS A SUCH
A BRAVE AND AMATING THING
YOU DID FOR MARMEE! FATHER
T0O! NOT TO MENTION ALL
THOSE POOR CATS
AND DOGS...




I THINK
WE COULD FIX
THAT.

WELL, T KNOW DISCORD?
THIS ISN'T OUR STORY,
BUT IT SORT OF IS OUR

STORY, ISN'T IT?

GOODNESS. You
REALLY WENT OFF-SCRIPT
HERE, DIDN'T YOU?

DON'T LOOK
0 GLUM! FLUTTERSHY"S
WISH IS MY COMMAND.
T'LL HAVE YOU FIXED UP IN
NO TIME, THOUGH I CAN'T

COULD YOU ADD
~ SOME COLOR BACK INTO

JO'S MANE, PLEASE? , :

HMPH, NOT T00
BAD, CONSIDERING I WAS
A BEAUTY-SCHOOL

PLEASE!

YOUR GRATITUDE IS >

OVERWHELMING.

SAY I APPROVE OF THE
DEUS EX MACHINA.

UNLESS, OF
{ COURSE, IT'S BEING
~» USED ONME. //

Jo! YOU'RE
BACK TO BEING
A RAINBOW!

THANK YOU,
DISCORD.

BESIDES, BLACK
HAIR 18 LESS FUN FOR
THE COLORIST.




THE NEXT DAY.

MARMEE'S ONLY BEEN GONE "\
A DAY AND ALREADY EVERYTHING'S
| { IN SHAMBLES! I CAN'T FIND ANY OF
| \ MY SEWING SUPPLIES. SHE USUALLY
ORGANIZES EVERYTHING! /3

THEREMUST BE N\ [ /
A METHOD TO MARMEE'S | |
MADNESS. WE JUST |
HAVE T0 FIND IT.

y 70 EVERY MAGATINE FROM HERE T0
MANEHATIAN. AND HALF OF THESE ARE
ABOUT UNDERWATER BASKET WEAVING!

UM, WOULD ANYPONY LIKE TO COME WITH
ME T0 THE LAURENCE ESTATE? IT APPEARS
T0 BE FLOODING, AND I'M WORRIED
ABOUT THE ANIMALS.
, I'M SORRY, BETH,

WHAT'S THAT, BUT I'VE 60T $O MUCH
CONSTANCE? ANGEL LEFT T0 CLEAN! JO, WHY
BUNNY'S HUTCH IS ‘ DON'T YOU 60?

FLOODING?!

IT'S GONNA TAKE
ME THE REST OF THE DAY ‘
T0 SORT THROUGH THIS MAIL. |_|
'SIDES, BETH, IT'S JUST
A LITILE WATER!

I'M AFRAID I'M INCLINED
T0 AGREE WITH JO ON THIS
ONE, DEAR. IT"S NOT WORTH

CATCHING A COLD!







WHAT DID I SAY!
KNEW THIS WEATHER

NOTHING EXCEPT
GETTING SICK--

BETH WAS JUST
DOING THE RIGHT THING.
WE ALL SHOULD'VE GONE

OUT T0 HELP HER.

/ YES, SHE N\ LISTEN, WE ALL KNOW
REALLY OVERDID V' How BETH'S STORY IS SET T0 \
IT OUT IN THAT  pLAY OUT. IT'S MY PROFESSIONAL
STORM. RECOMMENDATION THAT I JUST
REMOVE HER FROM THE
NARRATIVE ENTIRELY.

WELL, HOW
1S SHE?!

I'M AFRAID
SHE'S DEAD.




HEY THERE,
HORSE FEATHERS.
HEARD "BOUT BETH.
YOU OKAY?

s

(. EVERYTHING'S
A\ CHANGING

"SHE ENJOYS A NICE BEACH VACATION
I AND OUR READERS ARE SPARED INTENSE
8\ EMOTIONAL DAMAGE. EVERYPONY WINS!”

GUESS NOW
WOULD BE A BAD
TIME TO BRING UP

WELL, WE COULD TALK
'BOUT THE FACT THAT YOU'RE
A PUBLISHED AUTHOR
INSTEAD!

NAH, IT'S ALL
BRAND-NEW! I WAS
GONNA DO A FUN REVEAL
FOR EVERYPONY...BUT
THEN BETH GOT SICK.

'COURSE! I READ
IT IN THE BRONCORD
GAZETTE THIS MORNING--

"THE RIVAL PAINTERS."
THAT'S A FANCY TITLE.

WASN'T THE USUAL
RAINBOW DASH STORY,

NEITHER!

HEY, WHY DID

YOU WANT To TALK
ABOUT APPLELOOSA,
ANYWAY?

1 JusT
THOUGHT, Y'KNOW,
IF YOL%AWANTED




SOMETIMES IT'S
AS IF I CAN STILL HEAR

>

HER VOICE.
IS THAT ANY WAY TO TREAT g —
YOUR BENEFACTOR, JOSEPHINE?
I THINK NOT! DISCORD,
I'M RIGHT |2

HERE! /&

I'LL HAVE YOU KNOW,
YOUR MOTHER ASKED ME T0 CHECK ON
YOU RASCALLY FILLIES WHILE SHE'S AWAY!
I SHOULD LIKE T0 SEE THE STATE OF THINGS,
ESPECIALLY AFTER POOR, DEAR BETH'S SICKNESS--

SHE'S DOING.

1 RECOGNIZE HOW ALL THIS TO
INCREDIBLY PACKED THIS SAY, T UNDERSTAND

NARRATIVE IS BECOMING. THINGS ~ IF YOU HAVEN'T BEEN
ARE SPEEDING ALONG, THOUGH  ABLE TO PROPERLY
CERTAINLY WE MUST TRUST N CLEAN THE--
THE WRITER KNOWS WHAT .

T
o %




: GOODNESS! I'M
7 CERTAINLY GLAD 1 CAME To
CHECK ON YOU! WITH MARMEE
GONE, IT'S CLEAR THINGS HAVE
GOTTEN OUT OF HOOF. WHICH IS
A BIT...IRONIC, ALL THINGS
CONSIDERED.

WELL, IT'S FUNNY N\
THAT YOU SHOULD ASK,
AUNT MARCH, BECAUSE
WE WERE JUST TALKING

ABOUT THISH*

WI-IIAI%AEESTE) gulli}éxﬂe TELL ME, HOW ARE
LSE IS BEI ’
NEGLECTED. YOU ALL PLANNING TO
g MAKE SOMETHING OF
YOURSELVES, HM?

I WANT To GET AN APPRENTICESHIP
WITH CELESTIA AND LUNA AND EVENTUALLY
OPEN A SCHOOL To HELP OTHER CREATURES

LEARN MORE ABOUT MAGIC, FRIENDSHIP,
AND THE MAGIC OF FRIENDSHIP--

ADMIRABLE, DEAR,
BUT WE DID TeN SEASONS
OF THAT. HOW ABOUT
You, AMY?




WELL, I HAVE BEEN WORKING
RATHER HARD T0 IMPROVE BOTH MY
DESIGN SENSIBILITY AND MY SEWING

TECHNIQUE. I SHOULD LIKE T0 AN

BECOME A FAMOUS FASHION

DESIGNER, AUNT.

1 CAN SEE THAT
= You HAVE A DISCERNING

EYE, MY DEAR. AND YOU,
2 JOSEPHINE?

J0, YOU'RE
LACKING A GRATEFUL
SPRIT
. WHICH 1S WHY

I'D LIKE T0 OFFER THE ROLE
OF MY TOURING COMPANION
T0 AMY.

I'VE BEEN PLANNING TO TRAVEL THE WORLD \—
FOR SOME TIME--FARASI, YAKYAKISTAN, LAS
PEGASUS. I DO BELIEVE IT WOULD HELP YOU '

WITH YOUR DESIGN SKILLS, AMY, TO SEE
MORE FASHION THAN WHAT YOU'RE
\.__ FINDING HERE IN BRONCORD.

BUT I'VE BEEN
THE ONE READING
T0 YOU, AND--AND IT
WOULD HELP WITH
MY WRITING,

WHAT DOES IT MATIER
WHAT 1 WANT T0 DO? I HATE
BEING PATRONIZED. I'LL DO IT
OR TWON'T, BUT IT'S

UP To ME!

I'M SORRY, JO,
BUT MY MIND IS
MADE UP.

OH, DON'T LOOK
AT ME LIKE THAT!
IT'S FOR THE BEST,
YOU'LL SEE.







/  DONTLOOKATME N\ R e

( LIKE THAT! IT'S NOT EASY T St T e
\  WRITE WITH EVERYTHING  / WHATIF N\
I\ & | You WRITE ABOUT \

EVERYTHING THAT'S ||
CONG ON? /'




|
BROXCORD
GALETTE.

HM. IT'$ T00 LONG. AND
NOT SNAPPY ENOUGH. IT
| NEEDS To BE DRAMATIC,
-\ You KNOW! NOT QUITE A

SOMORAL, £

WELL, T KNOW MARMEE WOULD'VE THOUGHT
THERE WAS T0O MUCH DESCRIPTION, AND I
KNOW MEG LIKED THE ANGST, AND AMY DIDN'T
LIKE THE FUN, AND BETH WOULD THINK IT
WAS T0O SCARY, $O I TRIED T0 TIE
EVERYTHING TOGETHER AND--

A

YES, YES, AND
THAT'S YOUR PROBLEM,

ISN'T IT! WRITING TO PLEASE
EVERYPONY 1S HARDLY THE
SAME AS WRITING FOR

YOURSELF.
—]

NO MATTER! BUT! YOU MUST CUT
IEKNOW V%E HAVEN'T IT IN HALF, MAKE SURE ALL
REACHED THE END OF THE CHARACTERS HAVE DISTINCT
YOUR ARC YET, WE DO_ VOICES, ADD SOME CONNECTING
HAVE ONE MORE ISSUE. TISSUE, TRY T0 MAKE THE VILLAIN |
THE GAZETTE'LL A BIT LESS ONE-NOTE--HE'S
PUBLISH THIS-- CHAOTIC! NOT MALIGNANT!--OH!
AND BEEF IT UP WITH SOME
MORE ACTION. <




HOWDY,
PARTNER!

IN ANOTHER STORY TO
THE GAZETIE, THEY'RE
GONNA PUBLISH IT.

JUST TURNED
WELL, SHOOT!

THAT'S 6OOD, AIN'T
, IT?

SURE, BUT THEY WANT ME To CUT
EVERYTHING UP! I THOUGHT I HAD FINALLY
FOUND, Y’KNOW, MY THING, BUT I GUESS
IDIDN'T. I GUESS IT STILL SOUNDED
T00 MUCH LIKE OTHER PONIES’
THINGS.

YOU'LL GET
THERE, SUGAR BEAN.
T KNOW IT.

WELL, SURE! YOU'RE MY BEST

OH,
RIGHT. YOUR
APPLELOOSA

PROGRAM.

SAY, WHAT WERE
YOU LEAVING IN THE
MAIL, ANYWAY? Just
SOME GOIN'

AWAY
PRESENTS.

/ NOW,
JO...YOU COULD

COME WITH ME, IF |}
YA WANTED.

FRIEND, AND I KNOW THINGS HAVE
BEEN MIGHTY ROUGH AROUND HERE.
1 THOUGHT MAYBE YOU WOULD
WANNA COME WITH ME TO SEE

SOME NEW SIGHTS.

YEAH, BUT IT'S
JUST APPLELOOSA.




NAH, I KNOW

I'M--T'M SORRY, IT AIN'T MUCH. JUST

AND I APPRECIATE

LAURIE, 1 DIDN'T MEAN ; IT. REALLY! IT'S
IT LIKE THAT-- THOUGHT IT MIGHT JUST...1 DON'T THINK
'S FOR ME.

DON'T $TOP
WRITING, YA HEAR?
NO MATTER WHAT

THOSE LOUSY

EDITORS SAY.
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GENERATION SX

Casey; Gll ! I ’

lyae Mnchela Cacctatore

NEW VILLAINS GRACKLE AND DYRE HAVE A NEFARIOUS SCHEME...
AND ONLY THE FAMILIAR FACES FROM FRIENDSHIP IS MAGIC
AND THE ORIGINAL 1 PONIES caAN STOP IT!

BY CASEY GILLY AND MICHELA CACCIATORE!
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GRAPHIE Noyg,
FOR FANs
OF ALL HGEs,

"FUN, MAGICAL,
AND CAPTURES
YOUR IMAGINATION!
-~-NEWSARAMA

“A JOY TO READ. WILL BE RE-READING
AGAIN AND AGAIN IN THE FUTURE.”
—-COMICBUZ22

“AN ENJOYABLE MIX OF
ADVENTURE AND HUMOR!”
—GEEKED OUT. NATION

DOZENS|OF,\VOLUMES:  AND,THOUSANDS!OF/HOURS OF,
REHDING ENJUHMENT' HVHILABLE WHEREVER FINE BOOKSIARE SUI.D
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