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Welcome to our debut issues of
SAMURAI SQUIRREL AND L.T.
CAPER AGENT FOR H.E.R.O.

Our first issue of SAMURAI ...BUT T FEAR IT's
SQUIRREL, created by new talent THE TRUTH. YOU WEREN
Kelley Jarvis chronicles the adventures READY TO STAND AND
of Nato-San and his struggle to defeat PG ALONEIMUCH LEoS
the evil emperor Mordak. we have o0 WERE RIGHT ABOUT |
already seen the plot for the first ten ME, MALIK, AND AGAIN T
issues and we feel the book will keep on WAS WRONG. F T HAD
getting better and better. ; ONLY LISTENED! YOU

Jim Main and Peter Fitzgerald run COUNTED ON ME TO PRO-
amok with THE NUCLEAR TECT YOU, AND MASTER
MARTIAL ARTS FROGS. gﬁ: TO‘-% G’*{b 'g_:_‘ iis i

Our companion book L.T. CAPER LED
AGENT FOR H.E.R.O. , features the ¢

super sleuth and his assistant Proto as
they stop the villainous Dr. Phoenix
from his deadly deeds, it's mad cap
cloak and dagger at its best.

In thisbook we are presenting a sneak

review of our November released

ok STERN WHEELER. Ralph
Kanna and Jim Aparo bring this
adventure of the ace investigator. This
comic strip originally appeared in a
Connecticut newspaper in the early
sixties. We at SPOTLIGHT COMICS
are very proud to present this feature.

As the saying goes we get by with a
little help from our freinds, and we
would like to thank the following Frank
McLaughlin for his terrific inking job
on L.T. CAPER, Marc Thorner and
Alex Maurizio.

We at SPOTLIGHT COMICS believe
that comics should be produced primar-
ily for one reason, entertainment. We
hope that these titles leave you with just
that feeling.

Richard Maurizio Jim Main
publisher Managing Editor CREATOR,WRITER,PENCILLER
KELLEY JARVIS
INKERS
JOHN MAAS
MARC THORNER
KENSAI type of warrior who masters %%Aﬂésnm o
one weapon;bow staff, sword LETTERERS
DAIMYO The provincial lord;litterally BRUCE KUNATH
PETER FITZGERALD

great name

NINJA name given to highly special-
ized spies in the arts of concealment,
employed by contending warrior.
RONIN masterless SAMURALI, wave-
men.

SAMA japanese meaninglord

SAN japanese meaning honorable.

SAMURAI SQUIRREL, No. 1. Published Quarterly by SPOTLIGHT COMICS, 15 Taylor Road, Bethel,
CT 06801, © 1986 Kelley Jarvis. THE NUCLEAR SPAWNED MARTIAL ARTS FROGS © 1986 Jim Main.
All other material © 1986 SPOTLIGHT COMICS, Richard Maurizio, Publisher. All Rights Reserved. No
similarity between any of the characters, names, persons and/or institutions in this magazine with those of
any living or dead persons and/or institutions is intended and any such similarity is purely coincidental.
Printed by Associated Printers, Grafton, North Dakota.






THE ATTACKERS
ADVANCE !/ MALIK, PREPARE
4 FOR AN AMBUSH
B, ...BUT BE

CAUTIOUS ! MY BO- STAFF IS
READY, NATO....

THE TWO SPEAK
SOFTLY, UNKNOWN
TO THE ADVANCING

"
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.M IT WILL BE 7/ %
THEIR BLOOD TO| % Z,
FALL TODAY.” LA
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THIS CHILDISH
GAME HAS
GONE FAR
ENOUGH...

0
IT WILL

END WITH
YOUR DEATH!

A ... OH,NO? ‘
% o ©( NOT AGAIN ! ABS5Y
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7 VEAH. HE CHEATED.
= HE THREW DIRT
. IN MY EYE.
OU ALRIGHT 3
A )
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NATO , I WANT TO THANK YOU.

IF YOU HAD NOT ARRIVED IN

TIME, T WOULD HAVE LOST ~
MY OTHER EYE.... 7

A

as werk As § 7 )5

MY HEAD.
(G

NATO, WHAT IS THIS?
WHERE DID YOU
EIND THIS ?

| FOUND

IT ON THAT
BANDIT
BACK THERE.

=,

N2

COME ON.

IT'S ALMOST
DARK AND OTHERS
MAY BE FOLLOWING.




UNKNOWN TO THE

HAPPY HEROES, TWO
DARKLY CLOAKED
FIGURES WATCH
FROM THE BRUSH,
LISTENING....

IN AN OLD
MATESTIC CASTLE
IN THE SWAMPS,
THE EVIL EMPEROR
MORDAK AWAITS
NEWS

NOT GOING TO
LIKE THIS!




DEEP INSIDE THE THRONE
ROOM, MORDAK'S WIZARD
AND SECOND-IN- COMMAND,
CHAING, SPEAKS QUIETLY
TO HIS MASTER, WHEN....

YOU.

KH‘..MY

LITTLE SPIES

FROM THEIR
MISSION....

WHAT ! WHO
HAS IT ? WHO
BARES THE
MEDALLION ?

| ST was VerY
FOOLISH FOR YOU

NEWS DO
YOU BRING ? I)

MY BEST GUARDS TRICKED
3‘( A SQUIRREL! FOR THAT

A..A SQUIRREL
HAS IT, SIR,

Ny

g

TWO TO RETURN
WITH THIS
UPSETTING NEWS/

FAILURE TO ME
MEANS DEATH !
CHAING...







MEANWHILE, NATO
AND MALIK REJOICE
OVER THEIR VICTORY...

7....T WouLD
A HAVE FAILED!

.

OU DID WELL, b ) 7% 24

= S NO! T DON'T
GOOD FIGHTER \QIANT TO HEAR
AND A KENSAI. OUR SPEECHJ,

NATO, DO YOU
THINK WE COULD
STOP AND REST
HERE AWHILE? YOUR
CONSTANT RUNNING
AS MADE ME WEAK.

NATO, ONE DAY
YOU WILL FACE

... THAT DEEP

INSIDE YOU KNOW

YOU’RE A RONIN
o]

w.o. BUT I HOPE
IT'S SOON BECAUSE
YOUR SELFISH
HONOR WILL KiLL
US BOTH /!
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HOW DARE U ATTACK /
ME! WHO ARE YOU?
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WHAT'S THAT? A NINJA STAR
IT HAS MALIK'S SCENT ON IT...
AND MORE BLOOD... OH,

MALIK .... YOU CAN'T BE

IT'S ONLY A NINJA! HE'S BEEN DEAD
FOR SOME TIME, BY THE LOOKS
OF IT. WHAT'S THAT?

MALIK'S STAFF.
IN PIECES. IT'S
COVERED IN

...BUT I FEAR IT’S

THE TRUTH. YOU WEREN
READY TO STAND AND
FIGHT ALONE, MUCH LESS
A GROUP OF ATTACKERS.
YOU WERE RIGHT ABOUT
ME, MALIK, AND AGAIN T
WAS WRONG. IF T HAD
ONLY LISTENED! YOU
COUNTED ON ME TO PRO-

TECT YOU, AND MASTER
OID, TOO... AND T
FAILED YOU BOTH !t/




MALIK, T SWEAR TO YOU, IF IT'S THE ) 4 (ANV\NW\W
LAST THING I DO, YOU WILL BE ‘L'E?K/TE'Z% gmc-';zo%o:so?.’lix el
AVENGED. THE MURDERERS WILL PAY J EIR

TRACKS AND WHEN ALL PROBLEMS
PAY FOR WHAT THEY HAVE DONE. ARE DEALT WITH, T SHALL RETURN

,‘ AND LAY YOU TO REST PROPERLY.
o}
(e}

“%% "tv' 3l s
J \1/ 7
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NATO CONTINUED TO HEAD SOUTH. HE
SO OFF NATO WENT INTO THIS STRANGE J DECIDED TO CHECK ALL THE VILLAGES
WORLD, LEAVING ALL THAT WAS DEAR | NEARBY FOR ANSWERS. THE CLOSEST
TO HIM BEHIND, AND REMEMBERING HIS | WAS THE CITY OF SORROW.
VOW TO A LOST SOUL, FOR AS LONG

AS HE'LL LIVE....cuus

T'VE GOT TO FIND A
PLACE TO REST....

THERE..(PANT)

AHHH.. SHADE
AT LAST.
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T'LL STAY HERE
AND REST UNTIL
DARK.THEN I'LL
CONTINVE TO
FOLLOW THE
| TRACKS AT NIGHT.

L

YOU THERE !
WHY DO YOU

STRANGER, WE
WEEP BECAUSE
WE HAVE LOST
SOMETHING

4 DEAR TO US...

\
WHAT COULD BE
50 IMPORTANT 28I
o5 41}
(]
v .,




WHAT HAS HAPPENED?
WHERE |S THE BABY BIRD?

(s

HE 1S NO SMALL
SPIDER. HE IS
RUTHLESS

AND EVIL. WE
ARE USELESS
HOW CAN SUCH A AGAINST HIM.
TINY SPIDER BE BUT YOU!...YOU
SUCH A THREAT 7

/7 'Jw'lng"

75| LIKE A WARRIOR!
ARE YOU...

HE WAS TAKEN BY TH

GREAT SPIDER,

ﬂv SILVERBACK.
A

£4 CARRY A SWORD..

/A WARRIOR? NG,

NATO KNOWS
WHAT THE BIRD
FEELS INSIDE
HIS HEART....

I AM REAKEKA,...
AND MY DEAR WIFE,
QUIKA. PLEASE,
KIND SIR,... COULD
YOU HELP US SAVE
OUR SON. IF IT's NOT
TOO LATE ALREADY.

YES..I WILL HELP YOU IN RETURN '\
FOR A FAVOR.-ALL I WANT IN
RETURN |5 TRANSPORTATION,
TO THE CITY OF SORROW.

AGREED.. SAVE OUR
SON AND T'LL FLY
YOU ANYWHERE!

HERE 1S THE 7
SPIDER'S LAIR?, < -




“OVER THE HILL...

AND UNDER. A LARGE
ROCK. THERE YoU
WILL FIND HIM.. BUT
BE CAUTIOUS,
SAMURAI...HIS
BITE IS DEADLY.”

AFTER A WHILE, NATO'S
EYES ADTUST TO THE
| DARKNESS BEFORE HIM..

NOW TO FIND
SILVERBACK !

IT'S SO DARK..

¥ T CAN'T SEE







YUCK
STICKY
WEBBING




. THOSE GOOt\jS
WERE PROBABLY {0 ( NEARING THE
HIS GUARDS...
Q

@ &

A

THAT MEANS I'M
MAIN CHAMBER...

HE'LL MOST LIKELY
WRAP THE POOR
BIRD UP IN WEBS...
BUT WHERE DOES
HE KEEP.
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jAPAN A CounRY SO
DIFFERENT IN CONTRAST
T RS,

L
AND YET S0 SmILAR THEY T00 |__ 2
IN SEARCHING FOR A MORE ECONOMICAL WA
To CRERTE ENERGY, HAWE CONSTRUCTED
_PLANT THAT OPERATE ON NUGEBR POMER

~—

J ISHIROMATSU

SO ORN

S SN

22908 0o

NUCLERR POWER A FORCE
BOTH BENIEI ¢l AND TERRIFYING OH WELL! THIS 15 THE
WHEN HAR NESES IT CAN BE A SToRy ot ONE SUcH

Roons TO MANKIND
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RT ALA

CREATOR/WRITER

Jim Many
ART

Peer Fiteoemawn t CO

WHERE WE FIND

AH Iam LATE ovmy,
FIRST DAY REST

Hurry I3EFO¢'@

AH SO..you
ARE LATE PR
HARANSAAN

(Goco AFTERNSON YOU MEAN\
YOUR LATENESS WILL BE YOUR
UNDoING DR... WAIT
\WHAT ARE THESE For?
Jubo MApE EASY. -WAH,
P — A




T WILL SEE Youv LATER DR HAANsARN

AH,YES, .. T KNow T
,YES, HANK YOU SIR,
THEM WELL GOODBYE SR,
SIMPLE
MINDED FooL. 2
Y

THERE Now To FIND MY wA’Q
To REACTOR CORE
Monitor Roow

Now WHERE -

ROOM/ |
GUESS AGAIN




K HA-HA-HA HUH?
THAT MUST BE MY
KNOCK " Recrer,

- TROMP
<~ TRome RIPR Yy 2 1 A
~TROMp SMaye

SCHO
INTER!

ComPLIMENTS
oF THE WooD

oL OF
oR DESIGN

DR.NAGARA..?
ATOMIC

Just PUT THOSE [30KS OVER

OKAY? GREAT

CLOCE_ Yoo MusT RE DR HAANSAAN COME Jiv COME IN

AND T'Le SHOW You YOUR JoR,

Your Top 15 To WATCH REACTOR
AND MAKE SURE NOTHING HAPPENS

NERR THE WINDow




ANY QUESTIONS, JUST CONSULT THE
MANUAL, GOT To Go Now... ALRERDY RATE
FOR ALL NIGHT CRAP GAME RYEY

HMM, PERHAPS I SHouLD...WAIT..

THAT HUM AND GLOW FROM THE

REACTOR IS ALMOST HYPNITIC.. .
(YAWN) ) )

‘\\\ I\V/
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TOUCHED 2

r‘ 2 rosb S@WE@@
[EEPY [5asp] masis ™5 BAISED
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MEANWHILE THE FORCE THAT | V~°MB —
] W
\

IS BEING UNLEASHED SEEKS
THROUGH A SMALL CRACK Iy S
THE WALL. / \\

AN EXIT AND FINDS ONE

N

| LI, j@)l wﬂn

BATHED IN THE
GLow EMITTING
FROM THE PLANT,
THE ONCE TINY
TADPOLES BEGINTO
EVOLVE...TO GROW-.
To CHANGEY

[6



EMERGING FROM THE PonD, THEY
DiscoverR THEY HAVE ENHANCED
ABILITIES OF “THOUGHT, SPEECH,
AND REFLEX...
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WE ALL ARE
1T MUST BE
FROM THAT
STRANGE
GLoOW




SN RGIE NEARRY, THE POWER PLANT P

2 BEGINS 70 VIBRATE, CAVSED B /’\,\_/\ ; T
E UNLEASHED NUCLEAR ~H5 A

s ! N ===

My BROTHERS
WE MUST HAVE A
s FORCE.... S~
&

AND THEN WE WIL|,

WE WILLTEACH
OURSELVES THE AIDTHE AIDLESS
DEFEND THE DEFENSLESS

FIGHTIVG ARTS
STUPIFY THE STUPIO ¥




AND 50 THE FRoGH KeAD THE

TexT5 AND TRAINED... AND "

TRAINED. .- AND STILL TRAINEDL.. - .
WITH THER SUPERIOR MINDS AND 4 « >
ReFLEXES THeY ACCOMPLISHED THIS

IN A PERIOD Of Two HOuRS Y

WE MAVE TRAINED

ENOUGH ! GNCE (T \WAS

MAN wHo MrDE Us,
So, 1T WiLL BE MaN

FLies ARE
Rk GAME
THouGH!
SMACK ./




AS THE FPoss
Discuss THER
PLANS \WE FIND
IN THE PLANT
NEARBY.- ~

THE PROFFESSOR
MANAGES TO SEAL
THE REACTOR,BUT
NOT Iv TIME ...

AND AS AN END
Resoe A FINAL Does THiS MEAN
SHock WRVE IM FIRED?




NOW I$ THE TIME To ! Now 1s THE TIME TQ
VENTURE Fownrp..~ |} FACE THE CHALLENGES
! HAT
) , %

1
‘! //‘
7N

NOW 1S THE TIME-..
TO GET, THE HELL OUT OF HEREY

=
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LI CAPER

L.T. Caper has a very dangerous occu-
pation, which is to bring peace through-
out the world. He is Agent of the
“HIGHER ESPIONAGE REINFORCE-
MENT ORGANIZATION” known as
H.E.R.O.

Follow his mad cap adventures from
New York to Hong Kong, as Caper must
stop the evil organization “PHOENIX”
from using a deadly new weapon for
world conquest.

STERN, PLEASE SEEWHO T1S/ )| [ 1M IN RATHER AN wwacs
I’M IN NO POSMON TO 6O/ POSITION MYSELF//

v

© 1986 KANNA & APARO

© 1986 R. MAURIZIO

il

STERN WHEELER By Ralph Kanna & Jim Aparo
Before Jim Aparo ventured into comic books, he did a detective adventure strip for a Connecticut newspaper. Now SPOTLIGHT COMICS is proud to present Stern Wheeler.
This black and white book will be available in November, but we will present a special 5 page sneak preview in L.T. CAPER #1.
‘This is a must for all Jim Aparo fans.

SAMURAI SQUIRREL

MASTER OF THE SWORD

© 1986 K. JARVIS

Enter into the world of fan-
tasy and magic, in the land
where the unbelievable
comes true.

Follow the brave
Nato-San, a SAMURAI
SQUIRREL, in a world
where time has stopped.
Alone, he must face mon-
sters, thieves, barbarians
and the ruthless Emperor
Mordak and his attempt to
rule the world ... his way.

There was never before
an adventure like this.
‘“‘Adventure, Suspense
and Romance’ in one
book.

Price ....... $1.75

AVAILABLE IN SEPTEMBER FROM

SPOTLICHT COMICS

15 TAYLOR RD., BETHEL, CT. 06801



WHEN IN CONNECTICUT VISIT THESE FINE STORES

COURTYARD

167 MAIN ST.

DANBURY CT. 06810

(203) 798-8236

COMICS, MAGAZINES, BASEBALL
CARDS, SCIENCE FICTION

PAPER BACKS, PRINTS, TOYS
AND GAMES

THE DREAM FACTORY

130 New Canaan Ave.

130 NEW CANAAN AVE.
NORWALK CT.06850

(203) 847-0282

COMICS, BASEBALL CARDS,
MAGAZINES, TOYS, NEW AND
USED PAPERBACKS, MOVIE AND
T.V. MEMORABILIA

GALAXY COMICS

93 WALL ST.

NORWALKCT. 06850
(203)853-9815

COMICS, MAGAZINES, TOYS,
GAMES

SPACE TRAVELLERS

77 MINERVA ST.

DERBY CT. 06810

(203) 734-6400

COMICS, MAGAZINES, DR. WHO
ROBOTECH ROLE PLAYING
GAMES



