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On the frozen Antarctic Icecap
a penguin has many enemies!

But, he does have
one Friend.

Have you ever noticed how the editorials in the first issues of most
small press comics are an endless stream of thank yous to a bunch
of people that only the creators know. Either that or the creators write
about how tough it was to put together the first issue and how it was
a labor of love. Well | was going to do that, but then | was reminded
of the old saying ‘“The world doesn’t want to hear about your labor
pains, they only want to see the baby.”’ With that in mind go ahead
and take a look at our baby and let us know what you think. If you
want to hear about our labor pains then I'll tell you about them later.
As for the people | have to thank, well chances are I've already thank-
ed you personally, and if | haven’t well then feel free to call me an
asshole next time you see me.

Which brings me to my next subject, our disclaimer. Our character,
SAMURAI PENGUIN, is in no way connected to or taken from the
Samurai Penguin characters that appear in a comic called EXTREMELY
SILLY COMICS, published by Antarctic Press. There is a story behind
all that but it falls into the category of none of you business.

Well, that’s it for now. Hope you like the book. Let us know what you
think.
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c/o Slave Labor Graphics
983 South Bascom
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True Penguin Facts

The penguins portrayed in Samurai Penguin™ are Emperor Penguins.
The Emperor is the largest species of penguin, belonging to the genus
Aptenodyres (‘‘Featherless Diver’’). They measure on the average
of 4 feet from tail to beak and can weigh as much as 90 pounds.

The Emperor is the only Antarctic bird that breeds in winter. Confin-
ed to the Antarctic shelf during its breeding cycle, the Emperor lays
its single egg in the dead of winter. Since there isn’t much other than
ice and snow at this time of year, the Emperor doesn’t build nests.
Instead, they incubate their eggs on the tops of their fleshy feet.
Because of this bizarre breeding cycle, winter is the Emperor’s biggest
predator. Unstable ice conditions can keep parents from feeding their
chicks. There are even years when whole generations do not sur-
vive. This may happen when the sea ice breaks loose from the ice
shelf promontory, and the young are carried to their doom.




Among the other Emperor predators is a large bird known as the Giant
Fulmar. This bird, sporting a seven foot wing span, may kill many
penguin chicks and some adults. As much as one-third of the
Emperors’ deaths are due to the Giant Fulmar.

Killer Whales, sharks, and Leopard Seals also prey on Emperor
Penguins. But, the Emperors’ large size can discourage most of their
predators.

The Emperor is the only bird that can live its entire life without ever
touching land, living most of its life on the ice or in the water. It feeds
mostly on fish, squid, and a tiny shrimp-like creature called krill.

At times throughout the run of Samurai Penguin™ | will pull out my
artistic license. Settings will differ from what they are in nature;
predators will do some unnatural things. Things will not always ap-
pear in the book as they do in nature. But, whenever | do stretch reality
too much, | will try to point it out in the letters column.

That’s it for now. Next issue we will run some letters, if there are any
to print. If not, then stay tuned for another installment of True Penguin
Facts.

Dan Vado

. a letter already!

Dear Mark Buck and Dan Vado,

Thank you for changing my life
and giving me an advance look at
Slave Labor Graphics’' latest
masterpiece, Samurai Penguin.
Penguins have never looked or acted
so well in black and white. Keep up
the best work in comics today.

Yours,
Angus M. Robinson
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What you smell is not
the scent of Death!

It’s Barabbas!
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At your favorite
direct sales outlet in August.



