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F’You MUST HAVE )

BEEN A TERROR

ON CHRISTMAS
MORNING . Q

| JUST HAVE
THIS THING

~y
N
A\




How Do You Ui
| FORGET.

YOUR COFFEE?

K&

creamano \|ITIIE | 1 1] [ s stw prevry ciy. )./ so0...vou
SUGAR. N 5 f

KEEP IT. YOU CAN BRING WANT THERE
HERE'S YOUR o IT BACK NEXT TIME. To0 BE A
SWEATER. ! N — ) NEXT TIME?
)
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BE KIPPING.

YOU'VE GOT TO

JACK, | THINK
YOU'RE REALLY
SWEET... AND |
DONT KNOW IF
YOU SHOULD GET
MIXED UP
WITH ME.

IN WHAT WAY.’*
YOU JUST
BREAK UP WITH

N
>

NO

PEOPLE USUALLY
MEAN WHEN THEY
SAY THEIR LIFE

, 1T'S JUST WHAT

15 A MESS.
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SMARTASS, HOLD IT.
WHEN MY I'M GETTING
BOYFRIEND [\ CONFUSED.




OKAY. MY HUSBAND | AND HE IT NEVER SEEMED

CHUCK’J YEAH. ANYWAY, HE TooK
AND | SPLIT UP DIDN'T

IMPORTANT. | MEAN, THE WHEN | FINALLY IT BADLY,
YEARS AGO. THE KNow 1T WASN'T LIKE ToLD HIM...

LAGT COUPLE OF YOu CHUCK WAS IN

YEARS, I'VE BEEN Wi

WITH SOMEONE

n ANY HURRY To

ERE
MARRIED? GET MARRIED.
i == A
L T S =
o x\ N !h‘,l:
- |
AN

Gop, | KNOW A LITTLE | MEAN, WHEN | HE WAS...HIDING /rf DOESN'T LOOK, |

YOU'RE ABOUT HOW PEOPLE PEOPLE GET SOMETHING FROM SOUND LIKE A DIDNT ASK You
WORK. | GOTTA TOGETHER, THEY ME, ToO. SO | REAL SouPp WHAT YOu
ASK, THOUGH , USUALLY TALK GUESS HE BASIS FOR A THOUGHT
HOW COULD HE ABOUT THEIR THOUGHT |F HE RELATIONSHIP,

DIDN'T AsSK
QUESTIONS,
| WOULDN'T.

-
M7 anp why !
T YOURE STILL IN

| LOVE WITH HIM.

I
Il ‘(“”2 W I ‘E

SORRY. | JUST
HAVE TO WONDER ABoUT
A GUY LIKE THAT...
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LOOK, CHUCK, | HAD

WHAT ARE YOU 50 STEAMED ABOUT,
A MEETING THAT

ANYWAY ? | THOUGHT MY MACHINE
WAS GONNA START SMOKING

LIKE MR. PHELPS'.f 4

)/ BUT YoU D\ONT

/¢ __| GET BACK TO ME

Sl

=\

=

%sus, WHAT'S Y " on,come on, 1| FRIDAY NIGHT?

TH YOLUZ 1T | WITH YOUR Y| JERRY. PLAYING YouU SENT ALTHEA
WAS SUNPAY, (- LITTLE HELPER INNOCENT OVER WITH
WAS OUT,.. THATS To SEE HOW DOESN'T WORK THE PAPERS? AN
WHY THE DAMNED THE PLAN VERY WBLL \
THING WAS ON. WITH YOU.

Wit You

SLICK MOVE, 7 CHUCK, 1 §
|4 LISTEN FOR ONE

AN \
INSTRUCTIONS JER. WORTHY | NEBVER DI

TO GET ME OF MY ANYTHING DAMN MINUTE 7
INTO BED? FATHER. OF THE _

A\ KInND.

\\[




ALTHEA ASKED \/ BREAKING AND
O TAKE THOSE ENTERING INCLUDED,
PAPERS OVER. IF EH? MAYBE WE
IT WAS ANYBODYS

SHOULD Ggo To
LAN, IT WAS YOUR OFFICE AND

ASK HER, FACE
'\'O FACE, HUR?

IT WONT Do ANY GOOD
BECAUSE SHE'S LEFT
N THE COMPA

| FOUND HER LETTER

OF REGIGNATION, EFFECTIVE |
[NIMEDIATELY , ON

| HAVENT TALKED Y
1O HER YET, SO | |
M PONT KNOW WHATS
DESK THIS MORNING. GOING ON. V'LL
. BE HAPPY TO
SHOW YOU THE

CHUCK ... | HATE TO
SAY THIS, HONEST To
GOP... Bl

-
... BUT YOU SOUND
JUST LIKE CHARLIE,

AT HIiS WORST.
@&M

T

JER, YOU
REALLY DIDNT

HAVE ANYTHING
TOo bo WITH

| SWEAR |

DIDNT. CHRIST, IF
1’D KNOWN THAT
SHE WAS GONNA




NO! | BOUNCED HER
OUT ON HER TAIL....
TOLD HER TO GET
HER CLOTHES ON

_ AND GBT ouT.

o
Isent JUST AS WELL. SHE'S
A PRETTY GOODP LAY, BUT

) DON'T THINK HER
HEART'S gved IN (T.

THAT HOW )
SHE GOT To

[ Yean. sur W
UKe ) SAID...

NO, SHE GOT THAT
. THROVUGH MERIT... SHE
REALLY 1S SHARP. AND GOoD
| KNows SHES AMBITIOUS .

CHUCK , YOU HAVE ... OR.
CoULD HAVE... MONEY,
POWER ... MAYBE SHE
WAS JUsT CASTING OuT

A LINE, SEE WHAT
__ SHE COULD CATCH

\

BUT | THINK SHE JUST
SEES SEX AS ANOTHER.
Toor, A WAY TO PusSH
HER AGENPA.

il __

YOU SAYING IT
WORKED ON You?

’ WHY DID SHE Y

LEAVE THE COMPANY,
THOUGH? Do

\_ YOU KNow?
A

A

W
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N
TERRIBLY
PoLITiCcALLY
BESIDES BEING INCORRECT. /
POLITICALLY 4
INCORRECT,
OF COURSE.

Wl
|

WONDERFUL. WOMAN WHO'S
Bl ISNT so
BAD AFTER

\ ALL, HM? ;

1 .

i

OH, A FEW, WHAT WAS THE BACKLASH AND THERE WAS You maw,vou\

SURE, Y'KNOW... FROM MY BLOWING UP THEIR SOME TALK OF STAY UNDER. MY
REALLY... 1S YOU'RE JUST CUTE LITTLE MEEBTING? 4 | LYNCHING... BUT THEN PERNICIOUS
ANYBODY FOOLING AROUND, SOMEONE REMINDED INFLUENCE, YOU'LL
GIWING YOU'RE CLEARLY N THEM THAT WERE END UP GIVING

NOT COMMITTED | GATHER THERE A NON-VIOLENT THEM TROUBLE,

1O THE MOVEMENT. WAS SOME STIR, MOVEMENT . Too.

g AFTER WE \ _

e

REAULNY 7 LOOK, VLL
SEE |F | CAN GET
HOLD OF HIM.

", Hi, PONG ..-\ UH...TOMORROW, THEN.
YEAH 7 o

A
| Y courp You

HAND ME
\ THAT, HON?




WOULD YOU LIKE { ALTLE BIT. To PO, DOWN CELWLAR,
SOME COSFE& ¢ JUST GI\WE ME A CALL .

I EDNGED)

= . ?eaee HEEZ NO.. | MEAN YES, THE
DISAPPOINTED? L/ WHY? ISN'T THE MONEY'S GOOD. |'D JUST THINK

THAT I'M BACK MONEY ANY GOOD? You'p WANT SOMEONE MORE ... MORE ...

MORE WHAT?

MORE .. REFINED,

W) FOR MY SOM?
-

|
t” j&l ﬂ\/
A
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< WHAT YOU THINK 18 ) SHAME CAN POISON
EAH,

, WHAT MATTERS. DO NOT YOUR WHOLE LIFE... E
SOMETHING : LET ANYONE... BNYONE... I KNow, 1 HAVE... 7
LIKE THAT. K, THAT SHox MAKE YOU ASHAMED. A\ SEEN IT HAPPEN. ?
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| DO. \'TS NOT ALWAYS ﬂ
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| DON'T KNOW ANY OF Hi®
FRIENDS, MYSELF, BUT )
HEAR THROUGH ALFRED...

;. = =/ THATS YouR..
3 -.a‘ ] cHarue's.
G

PERHAPS I'M
MISSPEAKING. MY
ENGLISH 1S5 NoT QUITE
PERFECT, YOU KNOW.

CHUCK 1S VERY MOODY,
UNSTABLE ...

Ik,
I YES. HE SAYS HE KNows !i
A FROM SOMEONE CLOSE THAT

{ uns7asLE? “]"|
1\




HE 15 STILL VERY |
MUCH UPSET, AND E
MISSES You VERY
: MUCH .

TR

2]

OMAHA ... coUlp You NOT, \
PERHAPS, CALL HIM
AT LEAST?

VL CALL HIM SOON.
You CAN TELL HIM So.
L HAVE To GET GroING...

ALL RIGHT.
TAKE GOOD CARE
OF YOURSELF,
= MY DEAR.

N

NI

p=

L | /\\ L/
C === |
‘zﬁﬂ‘ I ly, \\ -
— - I -
1S THAT Yov, f HERES THE Y™/ T SHOULD BE

N

SUSIE? PUT ONTHE
COFFEE, WILL YOoU ?

T

|

W
MEASURING
Q“‘("_‘”) )
=/

RIGHT IN THE
DRAWER,, LIKE
ALWAYS .




o R
, CALL ME WHEN WHAT ARE You ]”“H
IT'S NOT... OH, IT'S DONE, ALL RIGHT? DOING? CAN
THERE IT 1S. OH, AND THERE ARE HELP?
SOME CINNAMON ROLLS

] | IN THE BREADEOX. OH, NO...
: I'M ALMOST

\€ -

DONE . JUST
BUNDUNG UP
SOME oLD
PAPERS FOR
RECYCLING .
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" THEN YoU SHOULDN'T Q“““%W ILL Do THAT

JUST MY KNEES A
LITTLE STIFF. ITS NOT
AS BEASY GETTING uP
AND DOWN ON THEM
Qs 1T USED TO BE

DO IT. YOU SHOULDVE XT TIME. NOW,
GOTTEN ME TO HELP
WITH THAT.

ARE You ALL




CHIEF , WE'VE GOT A
LADY HERE ... ABOUT THE

BONNER CASE ...

SWEET JESUS,
NOT ANOTHER
INDIGNANT
CIT\ZEN/

|
/OH, THE MAYOR,, SURE .

AND THE BLASTED CITY
COUNCIL. BUT IT'S THE
DAMNED PUBLIC THAT'S
MAKING ME CRAZY.

[~ SUPPORTERS OF BONNER'S, |
INDIGNANT THAT "THIS NONSENSE"
OF HIM BEING FOUND AT A
HOOKSHOP IS BEING REPORTED..

e
ANTI- PROSTITUTION NUTS,
RIGHT-WING LAW -AND - ORDER

NUTS...BVERY NUT THERE IS.
/

RouvGH, SIR.

THAT'S
HER, HUH?
SO WHAT'S
THE Scoop?

SHE WAS
BONNER'S
SECRETARY.

SECRETS FROM HER
APPARENTLY.
PERSONAL
SECRETS
INCLVDEP.




MISS KIBBLE, \ |
THIS 15 CHIEF )]

m = T
\GRove\g. ‘

OH, CHIEF, | JUST
HAD To TALK TO You.
THE SENATOR DYING
LIKE THIS...

'7(
|

Ll

VVERY UPSETTING FOR YOU, \
I'M SURE. NOW, DETECTIVE TRAY
HERE TELLS ME YOU HAVE SOME
INFORMATION FOR US...2

ik ST
1 uum[ Al k

T

YE-ES, WE'VE
NOTICED THAT.

/ WELL, \'M SURE You
KNOW THAT THE SENATOR
BELIEVED IN KEEPING HIS
PRIVATE UFE QUITE
PRIVATE .

T [
X0

L T
I l|‘ WELL, THERE WERE
OTHER WOMEN IN HIS

LiIFE, YOU SEE... ONE
BUT...? IN PARTICULAR...

.\ (
LM
N FACT, WEVE rum”mm  LIKE EVERYONE, |
HAD A DEAL OF THOUGHT IT WAS
TROUBLE GETTING Y | THAT DrReAPEULL..
ANYONE CLOSE To
HIM To TALK TO | KNow.
US ABOUT IT. l...1 DION'T
LIKE TO SAY
ANYTHING .

WOMAN You
ARRESTED.
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I'D ABOUT ] HAD A LUNCH 2/ HOW MANY ANOTHER TWO HUNDRED.
GIVEN YOV DATE THAT RAN . COPIES DI\D THAT SHOVULD PUT US
UP. LONG, SORRY. ’I VOouU GET? OVER THE TOP. I
’."'

| %‘)\I,H!Wmm g

S T

S -

)

.f \

| HOPE THEY HURRY. |
WANT 10 BE AROUND T0
COUNCILMEN'S FACES.

S ~——— T |

SEE THE LOOKS ON THE ja

WHEN ARE You
GUYS LEAVING 7

FOR THREE WEEKS. THEN
Y HOME FOR A WEEK...

-
THE FIRST OF DECEMBER,

>

THEN OFF AGAIN \>oa.<>N'13|
FOR ANOTHER SIX. SEEM

\ MATE BEING ON LIKE THE
THE ROAD IN THE PRIME
WINTER/ TIME.

N

[ ACTUALLY, THE HOUSES Do
PRETTY GOOD APPARENTLY,
IN THE MIDWEST. )

FEVER, |
SUPPOSE .

[ oH, SORRY. 1\ \\ [l

DIDNT MEAN.. \
DOBS IT BOTHER ||




| GUESS

| THOUGHT YOU 50, IT5...

SEEMED KIND THERE'S
OF TENSE.

WANNA TELL
ME ABOUT IT?
\

]

NO! BUT SHE ...
CAME ON TO Mg,
FOR ALL THE
WRONG REASONS,

T SEEMS .

JUST SOME/ OH, CHUCK.
POWER TRIP GOb, THAT
SHE WAS ON,

[l'M JUST KIND
OF, | DUNNO...

" WONDERING
IF EVERYBODY'S
UKE THAT ?

4 JUST BEING

MANIPULATIVE,

| GUESS SO.
I'M SORRY, | KNOW
YOU'RE NOT LIKE
THAT.

| MEANV mcu@
| HAVE BEEN FOR
YEARS.




/ THANKS. THAT'S
REALLY Goop

WHAT Do IF IT's
so? )= You...? DEREK

WAIT A THATS

MINUTE/ WORRYING

]

YOU, DON'T.

WE HAVE

AN OPEN
RELATIONSHIP,
You KNOW.

[ s50... wouLD
You CARE TO

7

WEVE GOTTEN

JOIN ME FOR T0 BE PRETTY

A SPOT OF GOOPD FRIENDS, WHY SHOULD 1T GET

EXERCISE? THE PAST MESSED UP? WERE JUST
GETTING TO BE BEITER

FEW WEEKS.

FRIENDS, OKAY ?

YEAH, WELL ...
I'D LIKE THAT.

C'MON, THEN.
RACE You To

P' UH... ONE LAST
THING . HOW MUCH

g

A COUPLE OF HOURS.
DONT WASTE 'EM
TALKING, OKAY 7




| HoPe YOU'RE NOT Too YOU'RE VERY AND YOU HAVE
MUCH OF A TIT MAN. I'M A ] NiceLY A REALLY M GLAD
LITTLE ON THE FLAT SIDE.. ROUNDED. eozggous YOU LIKE IT.

IR
o
! ol

=~

T
R

.,,/l///,, D f

(]‘

FL?\'S GET
YOU NiCcE&
AND WET
TOO, HMMM?

T

NOW WERE BOTH READY.:W

COULDNT BE
READIER

| T

YEAH...
SUCK MEB UP




1 GOD, SOME YEAH, BUT You " DONT WORRY. THEY ALL ARE,
OF THESE KNOW, THOSE THE AGENT’s PAL. SEE You
SMALL TOWNS DRAW | |} z \_ TOMORROW .
AU OVER




/" WELL, YOU SHOULD
GET TO SEE SOME

OF THE CLASSY
PART OF TOWN.

J
WHERE You I'M DOING: SOME SPEC THEY RE TAKING
OFF To Now? SHOTS FOR THOSE A ME AROUND TO A
REALTORS . A COUPLE OF THEIR
_ | PROPERTIES, SEE
! 1

VTN e, musaons-
PN EAN, SURE.

SEE YA
LATER.

LET ME KNOW |F

THERES ANYTHING
GOOP ... | MAY
BE IN THE

NOTHING! BANKBOOKS,
BILLS ... CHRIST, HE'S NEAT...
SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX KEY,

C'MON Now, i
ROB \SN'T THAT
SNEAKY ...

=y




WANT TO COME IN

FOR A CUP OF TEA?
YOU LOOK KIND
OF BEAT.

=] ' ‘(
\m \ ( M A2

——
=
=

WELL ...MA ..
MOTHER ANP
| WERE
PLANNING TO
SPEND IT

UH- HUH. (5AY, I'VE BEEN
I'Ve GOT WANTING TO ASK
T0 CAUL- YOU... WHAT ARE
YoU DOING FOR.
THANKSGIVING 7

YEAH, | KNOW,
SHAWN TOLD ME .
HE SAID ITS

GOING REALLY

\VE BEEN
SPENPING A LOT
OF TIME ONTHE

( HMM? OR, NO
PROBLEM. \'D
LIKE TO. HOW

ABOUT IT7

rreran
WHY DON'T You ‘U
JOIN US? YOU !
KNOW, I'VE NEVER
MET YOUR
MOTHER .

m

IT'S AN IDEA.
U ASK HER,
SEE WHAT SHE
THINKS .

THE REASON
| ASKED, I'M
PLANNING TO PO
A BIG SPREAD...




LET ME KNow Y/ SuRE. SAY, HIT You / | THINK 1T BE |
INTIME TO I'VE- BEEN UP FOR A HIT. DOWNTOWN N
MEANING TO MONEY, DOESNT HAVE A LOT
TAK O YoU —
... ABOUT
JERRY'S CLUB

OF HOT JOINTS
RIGHT NOW.

oops! |'M SORRY, WELL
HAVE To TALK ABOUT |T
MORE LATER. I'M GONNA
BE LATE FOR AN
APPOINTMENT,

__1 OKAY,THE
MACHINES

\\‘\\,\\“' Il

\\\ | ”"H)/N(

\\\\2 \\\‘\*‘2‘1\ \\\\\\m a \\\\\\\\\

4 (‘ S i
“Z : ...1 GUESS
// 7 YOU'RE NOT IN.
{[ 7, YL TRY ANOTHER.
% TIME.... BYE ...
,(’Q(I( {’lz, v J \ 822223222




l/
SURE, SHEALLEY, OH, | DIDN'T REALLY / 7 poNT H
'LL TEAL HIM . KNOW You } WONDER. KNOW. WHY ]
WERE. UP. DONT YoU
SHEALLEY HINE CALL HER SORRY, |
CALLED AND: FIND DION'T MEAN
FOR YOU. ouT ? 7O SNARL
dl AT Yov.
ole
ey
A Tzl
( A N 2
s N
) I
\ ', ) /
g
——

I'VE GoT Aﬂ
LUNCH DATE. |
HAVE 10 LOOK

r WELL, MELLOW
OUT, WILL You?
SEE YOU

LATER .

iy a

|

Wy
rnow THERES \[ WHAT, DON'T

A KINK | You THINK
HAVEN'T } CAN HAVE
HEARD OF.

_H

R

WHATS UP?

i




N\ | OH, TERRIFIC.
AW THE DRESS WAS
il

ALWAYS

} | I‘M‘ i,'/"}

HERE . THIS
15 THAT LAWYER

\ TOLD Youv =
ABOUT. ,WTV

3,

:‘]T} . \:\ [ 2

N L

HE'S NOT Too

STUFEY, 15 HE?
| MEAN, THIS 1S
AW KIND OF...
PERSONAL .

e
STUFFY, HELL. HE SET UP
MY AND TONI'S WILLS,
PoA’s , STUFF LIKE THAT,

' u\}h«

NOW il Il lmw
G

==

P}y,
e
(7

"1




T T »
——( BRANDS X-CORTS,
MAY | HELP YOU7
- !

e

|
|
[

|

MY DEAR
BECKY, HOW
ARE You?

NOW WHAT CAN | Do FOR
YOV TODAY ? ONE OF
YOUR REGULARS, OR.
SOMEONE NEW? o

‘ [ el

'M LOOKING FOR A
PARTICULAR YOUNG LADY.
JOANNE FOLLETT .

Jo...
SHE DOESNT
WORK FOR

BLUT

BUT (M CERTAIN
You CouLp FIND ouT
HOW TO REACH HER,

IF YOU TRIED.

SN~—

I
‘ i
HAVEN'T | BEEN
1

S

A GOOD CUSTOMER ,
MS . BRAND ?

ONB OF OLR

BesT. LooK, l'LL

SEE IF | CAN
FIND HER.

\ CAN'T

JUST Do Your
BGST, MY DEAR, 4
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r’.)aez- US. THAT
WAS GREAT.

«( val —
! :
un ! THANKS . NOW ITS
. TIME FOR YOUR
\ END OF THE DEAL.
¢ " ~
N ~ /|
0 \Q $
>‘ 0 i /E =
’ R,
\/
° )
\
\Y
) =R

2t WELL... SHIT, THEY EVER

AT AL

FIND OUT ABOUT THIS, |
CoUuLD LOSE MY JoB .

THEY FIND ouT
YOU'RE PRONGING

NEVER LET IT BE SAID
JOE DOAKES RENEGED
ON A DEAL.

| KNEW YOU WERE

AN HONEST MAN. AND

IF | GET THE GOODS
ON MY EX...

18

13

e
s
&

RCE
X\

ae 0o nol e T*

AR

CUSTOMER \
SERVICE 1S OUR
SPBCIALTY, MAAM.

/ TuERe You
ARE.. HURRY,
OKAY?

|

|

BONNER, YOU PRICK,
'LL GET SOMETHINCGr

=

|, [To 8% coNTinveD

——
X
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Send correspondence to Reed Waller & Kate Worley, Box 7439 Powderhorn Station, Minneapolis MN 55407

TWICE IS COINCIDENCE...

Hey, the second issue of Omaha in a row to come out on schedule! We’re on a roll here, gang...well,
we were.

Some of you have certainly heard the news that Reed has been seriously ill. He had been feeling lousy
and having symptoms for some time, and at the beginning of November he got the diagnosis of colon
cancer. His prognosis was fairly good from the start, but the treatment he required and the government
tap-dancing kept both of us from working since then. Thanks to the help of many, many fans and profes-
sionals, we have been able to go on without financial worry, leaving our time free for the more normal
worries that come with this kind of problem. He has made excellent progress with radiation and
chemotherapy, and is scheduled for surgery at the end of January. After that, we hope for an uneventful
recovery, and that you’ll be seeing the next Omaha by summer.

You won’t have to do without the Cat Dancer entirely, though, in between. Denis Kitchen and I
immediately started to put together a benefit book. Denis had the idea of tying it in with our regular title,
with various artists giving their interpretations of Omaha. An incredible number of artists and writers
responded, so many that we have had to make it two books. IMAGES OF OMAHA #] will be out in
March, with a second issue coming out in April. You’ll get to see Omaha interpreted by the likes of Steve
Rude, Howard Cruse, Guy Colwell, Roberta Gregory, Phil Foglio, Trina Robbins, Terry Beatty,
Paul Chadwick, Stan Sakai, and far too many others to list here. The books will also contain lots of
“other stuff” about health care, friendship, sex and cats. All proceeds from both books go to, well, to help
us bail out of the chaos Reed’s illness has caused. I feel less guilty now that I can see what a terrific book
it’s going to be.

We’ve gotten a lot of wonderful letters since #16. Unfortunately, I haven’t had time to put more of
them together for this column. The following brings up a subject that was echoed in a number of letters.
Thanks to all the rest of you who wrote.

Martin Lewison
Pittsburgh, PA

Just picked up Omaha #16 and loved it (as usual). I moved from Minneapolis to Pittsburgh between Nos. 15 and
16, so it was a treat to return to the Midwest, if only for a short while. Well worth the wait, in any case.

Enough chatter and on to serious issues. Two items. First, a retailer here in Pittsburgh told me that the long wait
for No. 16 was due to Reed’s having a serious illness. I sincerely hope that this is not the case, but if it is, I send out
my strongest wishes for a [in Hebrew] complete recovery and hope that all will be well. Reed’s a great artist (and a
great guy, from what I heard in Minneapolis), and his being incapacitated for any amount of time constitutes a great
loss to his family, friends and fans. Get better!

Next, I wanted to cheer your addition of Jewish characters to Omaha. I grew up in a very secular, assimilated
Jewish home in New York, and I didn’t really become involved in Judaism until I moved to Minnesota, where I
became quite religious. The Twin Cities have a great Jewish community, and it was great to see it represented in the
pages of Omaha. I remember a reader’s letter suggesting that you add a religious character, and I almost wrote to
suggest that s/he be Jewish, but it looks like you beat me to the punch. Good work!

Anyway, be well, and please tell Omaha to call Chuck. I think his heart will break (and I know mine will!) if they
don’t get together again soon. Get that divorce over with!

[Actually, #16 came out when it was announced, but it was announced quite a bit later than we’d hoped. The 90
day lead time for soiicitation strikes again. Reed was ill at the time, but we didn’t know what was wrong yet.

(A number of reuders have written to say they like Judith and her husband. We expect to see a bit more of them, if
only so we can throw a little Yiddishkeit our reader’s way. We are fairly non-observant Reform Jews vurselves (of
course, an observant Reform Jew is one who doesn’t go into a Presbyterian church by mistake). But we try, when
rock and roll and conventions don’t prevent us, to at leasi usher in the Sabbath. We found it provided at least a few

continued next page



minutes of calm and sanity in the week, and it seemed to me that Judith would find the same thing.

[I'm glad you like the Twin Cities Jewish community. We're a very small minority here, but there’s so much
going on. Thanks for your good wishes. I think that Hebrew typeface is probably beyond our typesetter’s current
capacity, and I was too lazy to look up the transliteration.

[A number of people expressed astonishment that Omaha wouldn’t have taken care of her marital status long
ago. I dunno...among our crowd it’s almost been traditional not to bother with divorce until one is ready to remarry.
Flakey? Yeah, I guess so...but not all that odd if people remain friends. Don’t worry; I see a brighter future ahead
(well, at least in spots) for Omaha and Chuck.—K.]

Two more things: The Omaha serigraph that some of you have seen advertised has been post-
poned...thanks to the Administration which has made such production decisions necessary. (Everyone
involved in this year’s election? Good.)

Second, I keep forgetting to tell you...Alice in Rubberland has put out a delightful set of Omaha rub-
ber stamps. They also have stamps by Howard Cruse and Trina Robbins, and a lovely collection of
Victoriana. If you’re into stamping, write for their catalog: Alice in Rubberland, P.O. Box 2735, Los
Angeles CA 90078. Put a little rubber in your life
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I asked our guest cartoonist, Larry Becker, to give me some autobiographical material to put at the end of
this column. The Beck hemmed and hawed, but a week later presented the following, which sums him up
pretty well... ;

“HUMOR IS SYMPTOMATIC OF THE BECKER ANGST” “BECK, YOU’RE SO CYNICAL,
BLASE...AND RADIOACTIVE!”

The Beck has been cartooning regularly ever since Ken Fletcher talked him into joining VOOTIE, the
original funny animal cartoonist’s apa. Unfortunately, he soon found it more fun to avoid drawing critters
and delved into strips filled with spicy and profound bon mots inspired by the Minneapolis rock scene
variously called “IN SEARCH OF ROCK ‘N’ ROLL” or “LIFE AT TOP VOLUME,” and subsequently
featured in barely published comics called Real Hep, Domino Chance and Noise Candy. The Beck loves
to point and laugh at people he’s never known, including himself. He doesn’t believe anyone exists until
they buy him a beer.
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Grateful Dead Comix: a full
color rock concert on paper!

For 25 years, they've played to a legion of fans. Their concerts and tours are
legendary. Now, their lyrics and experiences are interpreted by today's fore-
most comics artists! Each 40-page issue of
the fully licensed Grateful
Dead Comix is in full
color, and features ar-
tists like Tim Truman,
Rand Holmes, Moebius,
Mary Fleener, Dan Burr
and many more! Numbers
One, Two, Three and Four
ON SALE NOW. Number
Five out in April. At comics
shops everywhere, or from
Kitchen Sink Press. Call toll
free 1-800-365-7465 any-
time. $4.95 each plus $1.50
shipping. MasterCard, VISA.
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Special Edition!

IMAGES OF OMAHA
A benefit for Reed Waller

Fans of Omaha and friends of
Reed Waller will love this homage
to the famous feline, produced as a ||
benefit for Reed, who is battling
cancer.

Outstanding writers and artists
in the comics field have donated
their talents for this first of two
deluxe format comic books. You'll
enjoy work by Howard Cruse,
Will Eisner, Harlan Ellison,
Alan Moore, Mark Schultz, P.S.
Mueller, Trina Robbins, Al
Williamson, and many others.
Each artist is rendering his or her
own artistic conception of Omaha,
or related material.

Images of Omaha retails for
$3.95 and is available from fine
comics shops everywhere, or call Kitchen Sink Press toll free
1-800-365-7465 anytime. Adults only.

A sampling from Images of Omaha...

Wil Eisner Mark Schultz Steve Rude

Cover by Rich Larson and Steve Fastner




The First Melody Collection

The first compilation of Sylvie Rancourt and Jacques Boivin’s Melody in book form
e from Issues 1-4 plus Rancourt’s own art in “How I Met Nick” (not
book series).

eries tells the true story of a spirited young woman in rural Quebec

ritics rave about this unusual
autobiography:

“Among the most unusual and in-
spired work g done in graphics
today... Explicitly sexual, proto-yet-
postfeminist, XIMIIIV! frank, funny,
weird, and insightful.”

Steven Kane, Los Angeles Reader

“The dramatic texture is richly lay-
ered and immensely gripping...The
characterization is impressive...a
powerful account of our sexuality.

‘Ann Diamond, Saturday Night

“Atale about real sex and real
problems. This is a tremendous
story, it translates so well into
comic book form...all the mun-
dane details are there along with
the more exatic details... There's
an enormous amount of depth in
the conflicting emotions and the
relationships.”

Brent Bambury, CBC-FM

Enjoy the candor and artistry of the Ran-
court/Boivin collaboration in large format
(8" x 11") on white paper. 125 pp. Softcover,
$14.95 ($17.95 Canada); signed and num-
bered limited edition hardcover, $29.95
($35.95 Canada).

Available at fine
comic shops everywhere.

It you can'tfind it locally call Kitchen Sink Press.
toll free anytime at 1-800-365-7465.



