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ON THE RACKS

A indicates an Airboy title.

4W indicates a 4Winds production.
AIRBOY no. 37 A

Airboy and Skywolf face death on the
gallows, while the Iron Ace and Hirota
fight to save their lives.

FUSION no. 8

Expecting a pleasure resort planet, the
Tsunami crew instead finds a puritanical
population!

KAMUI nos. 20 & 21

Have Utsuse and Koyota found Koyota's
long lost father—only to lose him to
crucifixion?

XENON nos. 7 & 8

The Bloody Sea will stop at nothing to
destroy Xenon, even if it means unleashing
the Demon Three.

ZOT! no. 17

Life goes smoothly for our heroes until
they’'re plunged into the turbulent mind of
the mad cyborg, Dekko!

SCOUT: WAR SHAMAN no. 1

New Series! 4W

Timothy Truman—and Emanuel Santana—
return with the second phase of the best-
selling Scout saga! This first issue is painted
in full color by Truman, and takes place
fifteen years after the events in Scout #24.
AREA 88 nos. 20 & 21

Kanzaki joins forces with the mafia to
have Shin assassinated.

MAITHE PSYCHIC GIRL nos. 20 & 21
The battle of the century begins in the
skies over Tokyo as Turm and Mai face
off—psychic against psychic!

STRIKE! VERSUS SGT. STRIKE
SPECIAL no. 1 4W

Find out where America’s Secret Weapon
has been all these years when he meets
the new owner of the power-harness. This
special leads directly into Total Eclipse.
R.O.B.O.T. BATTALION 2050

When all nuclear material on earth is
used up, the arms race continues... with
robots? Cover by Bill Sienkiewicz.
REVENGE OF PROWLER no. 2 4W
This special issue contains The Second
4Winds Flexidisc, with the Prowler
WWII booster song by Michael Price
and the 1980s Prowler theme song by
Timothy Truman.

AIRFIGHTERS CLASSICS no. 3 4
Learn the secrets of Birdie in this facsimile
reprint of Airfighters Comics Vol. 1, #4.
HAND OF FATE no. 2

Artemus Fate encounters murder victims
who are either drained of blood or skinned
alive!

POWER COMICS no. 1

Eclipse International and Acme Press
bring you an exciting super hero series
originally published in 1975 in Nigeria.
Art by Dave Gibbons and Brian Bolland!
XYR New Title!

The world's first alternate ending comic!
Help Xyr choose which path to follow to
find the missing August §hi]1er!
SKYWOLF no. 1 New Series! A
Continuing his story from his back-up in
Airboy, Skywolf and the Bald Eagle go
on a treasure hunt in Viet Nam.
VALKYRIE: PRISONER OF THE PAST
The sell-out mini-series is now available
in a signed & limited hardback collection.

WE HAVE A WINNER: The
winner of the LEN WEIN EARTH-
QUAKE ARTIFACT SWEEPSTAKES
is W. C. ("LUCKY") KRAMER of
Omaha, Nebraska! This fortunate
person wins a two-pound chunk of
writer Len Wein's garden wall, which
was broken off during the "Pasadena
Earthquake," on October 1st, 1987. The
piece of wall was autographed by Len
and comes complete with a certificate
of authenticity. WOW!

FREE COMICS FOR ECLIPSE
WATCHERS: Our most recent free
comics promotion (the WPA Post Office
Mural Survey) netted us so many
replies that we're doing it again. This
time you'll get a free comic book for
each Eclipse Watcher Store Survey you
turn in, and your store will receive a
specially matted art print by Timothy
Truman signifying their co-operation in
the Eclipse Watchers program.

Here are the rules:

Buy a pre-stamped postcard (no
letter entries will be accepted), grab a
pen, and go to your local comic book
shop. You will have to ask the clerk or
manager for some of this information,
so try to do it during a quiet time,
when there aren't a lot of customers
around.

On the postcard, write down the
following information:

The name and address of this
comic book shop is .

Theowner's nameis ______ .

The shop is__square feet in size.

The owner buys comics from
(name(s) of distributor(s)).

The comics in this shop are
displayed (on spinners) (on racks) (in
piles all over the place) (other system:
please describe).

The comics are racked (alpha-
betically by title) (by publisher, then
alphabetically by title) (by shipping
date) (in random order) (other system:
please describe).

This store (does) (does not) offer
a"comic saver" subscription service.

This store (did) (did not) display
Eclipse posters on the walls or in
windows in 1987. (Posters sent free to
stores in 1987 included Xenon, Mai,

Area 88, Sisterhood of Steel,
California Girls, Detectives Inc.,
4Winds, and Kamui.)

The owner tells me that the best
selling Eclipse title in this store is
(name of title).

This store sells about (number)
copies of this title every issue.

This store (does) (does not) give
out the Eclipse Extra! to customers.

This store (does) (does not) carry
every Eclipse title published.

If answer to previous question
was "does not": The owner (will) (will
not) special order any Eclipse title for
me from the distributor.

That's all there is to it. Just fill in
the answers and send your postcard to
ECLIPSE WATCHERS STORE SURVEY,
P.O. BOX 1099, FORESTVILLE,
CALIFORNIA 95436.

If you have complete runs of
certain titles, tell us, and we'll make
sure your free comic is something you
don't already have.

Why are we running this survey?
Well, in the last few months we have
been getting more letters than usual
from fans who buy our back issues by
mail order and complain that "This
issue never made it to my store" or,
worse, "This title isn't available here.”

We have a pretty good idea of the
most often "unavailable” Eclipse titles
(they are Fusion, Zot!, Prowler, The
Dreamery, Strike!, Tales of the Bean-
world, and California Girls) but we need
to find out how widespread the
problem is before we can correct it. If
your store doesn't carry some or all the
titles i just mentioned, try asking the
owner why. Write down the answer if
there’s still room on the postcard.

And, yes, all you ambitious
Eclipse Watchers: You CAN survey as
many stores as you want, and you'll
earn a free comic book for EACH
postcard you send in. And every store
you survey will get a free Tim Truman

art print, too.
catherine~ronwode—
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Welcome to FUSION #8! Back in issue #6 we asked you
to enter our reader survey; in this issue we have
compiled the results, and we share them with you. Due
to the sheer volume of the survey results, we probably
will not get to any non-survey letters this issue. We will
be back to a normal (if that is an appropriate term)
letters column next issue.

Before I get into the official survey results, I want to
thank the readers who responded to the survey. Thanks
to Kjartan Arnorsson, Ed Baker, Dave Bennett, Kurt
"Thumper" Blumer, Malcolm Bourne, Scott Davis, Darren
Gross, David, Jon, Ben & Catherine Hills, Jo. Jacovino,
Loren Jensen, Steve Kerry, Bill Kieffer, Andy Kythreotis,
Douglas Lent, Paul Lester, Matt Levin, Robbie Lewis,
David Logan, Steve Longenecker, Jed Martinez,Dan
Orlych, Jeffrey Powell, John Henry Sain, Noel
Tominack, Scott Watson, Arthur Yee, and Douglas C.
Zerby.

Survey Results:

(In the interest of brevity, the survey responses are
summarized and abridged.)

Question 1: What do you like best about FUSION?
You like the artwork and the artists, the richness of the
storytelling and the humor in the book. You like space
opera, and are glad that there are no superheroes in
FUSION. We got some comments from folks who like
FUSION because it is black-and-white. And you also
like both "Dr. Watchstop” and the "Weasel Patrol"! To
quote Ed Baker, "...(the) best thing about FUSION is
the 'past the page' atmosphere you've managed to set up
in only six issues. We can believe that the universe
exists outside the lives of these people and that it would
keep on going if they were all to vanish."

Question 2: What would you most like to see in future
issues? You want to see more background on the crew,
including the story of how the crew got together. Also,
you want the mechanics of the starship drives, more
information on the GeneTech wars, and more of Indio's
body. We also got requests for more Ken Macklin
material, more Larry Dixon material, and more "Weasel
Patrol.” Douglas Lent wants to see "...an incredible
accident with vanilla pudding in zero gravity..." John
Henry Sain requests "Ken Macklin's 'Pete Petrograde,’
and a sound sheet of the Weasel Patrol doing Del
Shannon's Runaway." Matt Levin wants to see "...hard-
wrought crew relationships forming and resolving."

Question 8: What sets FUSION apart? The artwork,
the integrated society with many different species of
humans and animals, the black-and-white toning, and
the friendly, conversational letters pages. (Aw, gee,
shucks.) According to Bill Kieffer, "except in the worst
situations, somebody always seems to be enjoying
themselves in the book." Scott Davis adds: "A sense of

eaction

fun, of camaraderie, that comes through in the story
and letters page.” Jo.Jacovino isn't sure: "...I just
know I like it and it's held my interest for more than
four issues, which is something."

Question 4: Should the stories be serious, funny, or
both? You want both. As Douglas Lent says, "I think
that FUSION stories would do best to maintain a bit of
both seriousness and humor, with neither Unrelenting
Angst nor Rampaging Silliness.” Loren Jensen adds,
"The humor will come naturally, especially given such
screwballs as Tan and Alshain.” )

Question 6: How long should the stories be? Most of
you want longer, more involved stories than can fit into
a single issue. Ed Baker comments, "Long running
stories are always great, so long as they're not too
convoluted to follow. But then again FUSION is bi-
monthly, so maybe you might want to think about a one-
shot every now and then to keep the plot at a level
where we can follow it. I mean, look at Fish Police.
Every issue is great, but I couldn't tell you what in the
hell is going on. " Jo. Jacovino adds, "Whatever it takes
to bring the plot to a satisfying conclusion. What's the
use of rushing a story so it'll fit in one issue if it looks
and reads rushed. Or having a long story when a
shorter one would do."

Question 8: Should we keep doing contests? In a
word, yes. (Although you would prefer no more contests
like the "zero-g toilet.") Arthur Yee writes, "I'm kicking
myself for not entering the last one and being "Way
Cool." Arrgh! Maybe I can be 'Halfway Cool’ and say
that my local comic shop is Comics and Da'Kind in San
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Francisco.”" Okay, Arthur, we've discussed it, and you're
cool! Loren Jensen cautions us "...don't let common
sense take over. The wilder, the better."

Question 7: Do you have comments for the artists?
Yes, you do. Ed Baker says, "Well, I love Lela's artwork.
Indio's cheekbones are a bit sharp, but the rest of her is
really nice! It'd be nice to have more full backgrounds,
too." According to Steve Kerry, "It's good to see a comic
where the artists enjoy what they're doing.” Artist
Kjartan Arnorsson suggests, "Strive for clarity. Your
average comic reader hates to take time to figure out
cryptic panels." And finally, John Henry Sain advises,
"Be nice to the writers."

Question 8: Do you have any comments for the
writers? Yes again. Douglas Zerby says, "Tan is great;
how about developing Alshain more?" Dan Orlych adds,
"I'd like to see some complex plots, not that they aren't
complex now, but with more twists." But Andy
Kythreotis disagrees, saying, "...keep the stories
dramatic and to the point, avoiding complicated and
overly drawn-out plots." Dave Bennett adds, "simplify."
Jo. Jacovino explains it with, "There are times when I

feel like continuity between scenes is too abrupt, like an.

extra explanatory panel should have been inserted here
or there, before we shift to different action.”

Question 9: How old are you? Zowie! What variety!
Our youngest survey writer is fourteen, the oldest
thirty-nine. The average age is twenty-two. What else
is there to say? You can't pick your age, you can only
observe it and wish it was something else.

Question 10: How many comics do you buy every
month? From a low of five comics per month, to a high
of 200-300 comics per month, FUSION readers are a
mixed bunch. You buy an average of thirty-seven
comics per month, better than one per day. The only
thing I wonder about is whether or not there's a copy of
our sister comic, The Dreamery, in that thirty-seven.

Conclusions: After a great deal of reading, tabulating,
procrastinating, computing, watching television and
calculating, I have reached the conclusion that readers
of FUSION are the best comic readers there are!

Contest Winner:

Randomly chosen from all of the entrants is this issue's
winner, Dave Bennett of Van Nuys, CA. His first three
answers: "Ken Macklin," "Ken Macklin," "Ken Macklin."
I'm pleased and amused to mention that his prize is a
drawing by Steve Gallacci! Congratulations, Dave!

Contest Follow-Up:

In issue #2, we held a design contest for a zero-g toilet.
Jed Martinez won the contest, and was promised
"something really weird" as a prize. Well, we spent
months trying to think up a suitable prize, and Lela
Dowling has finally come up with something
appropriate. Lela will be doing a drawing of the
FUSION crew in squid ink. No, the crew won't be in
squid ink, the drawing will be done with it. We expect it
to become a national trend.

Next Issue:

The "Spring Rolls" embarrassment concludes. Dow, Carz
and Indio are befriended by a sympathetic local, and
finally realize that their translator is causing them
problems. The Prince promises Haven that she will be

his royal consort, egging her on to great misadventures.
Additionally, artists Joe Pearson and Dave Simons make
their FUSION debut with a two-page Guest Artist Spread.
Also, the Weasel Patrol returns, filling in for Dr. Watchstop.
Read it all in FUSION #9, on sale in May, 1988.

New Contest:

For a change of pace from the essay questions that
we've been doing, this month's contest is fill-in-the-
blanks. Imagine yourself a busy comic book creator,
working hard to put together and tune the various
elements that will come together as FUSION #8. Your
writer has come up with a great Monty-Pythonesque
gag with a phony language translator, but a couple of
the original lines are too nasty to use. So you have to
fill in the translated text. It has to be funny, original,
mostly nonoffensive, and funny. Did I mention funny?

Look at the bottom panel on page 15 of this book. The
line about grandparents works well enough, but it isn't
really exciting enough. So, you tell us, what does the
wacked-out translator really say? Send your entries,
clearly hand-printed or typed, to us at FUSION Contest,
Eclipse Comics, P.O. Box 1099, Forestville, CA 95436.
All entries should be received by April 30, 1988. One
clever, twisted winner will be chosen to receive a can of
Hershey's syrup the approximate size of a bowling ball.
(We don't recommend bowling with it, though.)

Guest Artist Page:

This month we welcome Monika Livingston and her
drawing of Tan trying to eradicate a few bugs down in
engineering. Monika is a talented artist living in
Portland, Oregon; she made an earlier appearance in
issue #6, inking "Station Break." She has also done the
cover and cover story for The Dreamery #7, and is
currently working on Zell #2 for Steve Gallacci. Monika
is a regular at most West Coast conventions, painting
away furiously in the dealers room. Thanks, Monika!

FUSION Featured Dealer:

Starting with this issue, every issue will feature one
comic dealer recommended to us by our friends, our
readers. This issue's featured dealer is K-otic Komix
at 220 Pier Avenue in Santa Monica, California. Ski
Mark Ford, the owner, is a way cool guy, and he goes out
of his way to make sure that he has plenty of copies of
FUSION and The Dreamery on hand. If you're in the
area, give him a call at (213) 396-7005, or just drop on
by! (He's around the corner from The Oar House.) Way
to go, Ski!

That's it for this issue! Thanks to Ken and Lela for the
fillos. Until next time, make a do!

Gordon Garb
Production Manager
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ISSUES 1 $

(non-subscribers only)

get 6 big, thick
issues of COMICS
BUYER’S GUIDE.

If you want the inside scoop on the
comics scene, plus all the latest
news of the industry, you owe it to
yourself to sample CBG.

You'll gain new insight into the
ever-changing world of comics,
from historical data to
late-breaking action. Each issue is
brimming with news . . . reviews
...columns. .. show calendars
...conreports . . .and hundreds
of ads offering thousands of
comics to buy, sell or trade. And
CBG'’s popular letter to the editor
forum, OH, SO?, let’s you know
how fans, personalities and
industry heavies feel on the latest
fandom controversy. You'll stay
on top of all the hobby happenings
and get the best deals on your
favorite comics!

Delve into the hottest news source in comics fandom for
less than 20¢ an issue with this incredible offer from CBG.
Order today.

O R DE R H E R E g)frt;gr li!{{ibed n:hUtsh addfrfesse?. Pa}ggg in U.S. funds only. Not valid in
1 T .
Here’s my dollar for the next 6 weekly issues of junetion with otfier offers from
COMICS BUYER’S GUIDE. Return coupon with your payment to:
() Check or money order enclosed, payable to
COMICS BUYER'’S GUIDE

(DO NOT send cash or stamps)
Offer good to non-subscribers in a one-time basis only.

L Y Y yepp——

Name

Address

City COMICS BUYER’S GUIDE
Circulation Department AXY

St?te Zip 700 E. State St., Iola, WI 54990
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SUPER SERIES

TOTAL
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By Marv and Bo

,‘ .

\ WOLFMAN*HAMPTON /.
< g Covers by Bill 7
.. SENKEWICZ .y
Starring:
Airboy i
Aztec Ace e Consulting Editors:
Liberty Project B. C. Boyer
Masked Man : Kurt Busiek
Miracleman " ' Chuck Dixon
Prowler T Michael T. Gilbert
Skywolf Doug Moench
Strike! . ' ‘Dean Mullaney
Valkyrie! W . Tim Truman
- and Many More! ‘

and others!

_ WATCH THE SKIES.



