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Sorry to say that events have conspired to prevent us from bringing you
“Romanics” by Joe Rosales this issue. Look for its return soon!
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1|AS COMPAY PROPERTY. THEY HAD IVESTED A LOT IN
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ANAYS RENENBER THAT YOU REPRESENT THE CORFORATION, 50 ACT AND DRESS ACCORDINGLYTO N THE CORPORATE
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AND NOW 10 HAVE TO FIND THE TRUTH.

| WONDERED WHAT A HGH RANGHG
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GUTE <0 GOLoaN MATEE.

| REFUSED, OR LET 1 GET AWAY, THEYD Ay 1 W)
VER GET THE B ASSGWRENTS. | COXD GE 1



Here Comes A Candile...

CLOTHIERS
AFTER A FASHION

A PLEASURE, SIR,
i AS ALWAYS,

ANTC:‘, ARE YOU AWARE J&& wgg INDEED! AMONG THE UPPER CLASS
THAT THIS TOWN MAY IN THE CRBITAL, IT SEEMS RUSTICITY
ACTUALLY ACQUIRE A IS To BE THIS YERR'S VOGUE.
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THIS BRINGS US To MY
PURPOSE IN COMING,

- - ! AND
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“CREATIONS,

PERUSE THEM IF A
You wiLL WHILE 1
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3 \ WARM IN HERE, EH -
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NOT BAD. GIVE You
/‘ TEN FESTOONS FOR IT.
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TO THINIK THAT
ONCE UPON A TIME, [

SoUGHT THE FAVOR
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PS?B'.T{E%-D FLERY DESTRUCTIVE BEHAVIOR, THE NASTY
THAT CHILD! LITTLE PRANICS WHEN I WAS

) B RECOVERING FROM MY ILLNESS -~

OUF -~! WELL, TOSH !
‘TwoulD SEEM YOUR BED
REACHED ME BEFORE

| REACHED JT.

THE ARROGANCE, THE CRUELTY]
OH YES, 1T’S IN THEIR BLOOD,
iﬂ ‘“ . AND NO MISTAKE.
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COME BACIK, | GRVE You
TO00 MUCH!

Aw"

" BUT THIS 15 ONLY
FIVE FESTOONG!

I'LL JOIN THE
REFORM. LONG
LIVE THE CAUSE!

TAX,
PERMISSION
SERVICE CHARGE-




’ 1T MIGHT BE RECALLED THAT WE LEFT
NEDWIN IN A NASTY PREDICAMENT,
50 WE'D BETTER RETURN, BEFORE---

{ Y NA, LET 1 BE.
\ HE'LL ¢COME AROUND,
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PEG LEG, HERE, SPOKE UP
FOR ME, AND | SPOKE UP

FOR YoU. S I AN
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1’'m GOING TO BE

L7 A\ W JoItNING THEM NOw.
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Aw, '™ SEEN ALIVE NOW, AFTER
2 THE SHIP’S BEEN LOST,
: CAPTAIN WEATHERCOCK
) (FAWILL WANT SOMEONE
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| CAN’T PROVE | WASN'T }
IN ON 1T, AND YOU
WITH THE SHIRT ,
L\ witL SWERR | WAS. Gl

1'LL HANG, THAT'S THE i
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IT BEFORE. COURSE, ff!
¥ou BEING. QUALITY, I
GOT NO SUCH WORRY.

HE'S FOR BLACKBOOTS
~— To DEAL WITH. -
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HERE THEY BE, Ja )

| CAPTARIN— FRIRWIND, AYE ?

50. OUR NEW SHIPMATE 1\

(P10 ‘EE TAKE mUeH HURT P\
bt

AND THIS BE
OUR GUEST.
wWHAT! CAT GoT
YER TONGUE?

THEY THROTTLED HIm GOOD,
CAPTAIN. HIS VOICEAIN'T
BACK YET. T
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ALL FISHY-EYED, QUALITY,
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WELL NOT HARM ‘EE, - WE
HAS WHAT WE COME FOR.

FAMILY PATCHES UP.THEIR FEUD Wl

FAIRWIND'S kIAVerBND WE GROW S UP

FRIENDS ON L .- -

8 50 IMAGINE ME FACE WHEN | SEES

LUBBER ON THE SHIp WE TOOK!
| SAYS TOHIM - -

SO THE STRAWHOVEL BRANCH OF ME mum's
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THIS

"TAIN'T FOR
ME, SHIPMATE.

CREW GOES THROUGH
THE LIQUOR FIRST OFF
GET IT WHILE'EE CAN.
HERE'S F'YER GULLET.
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IT MUST gE

IT'S IMPOSSIBLE,
RERLLY. SHE's’ )i

NOT mY TYPE,

OR MY CLASS!
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LOVE AT FIRST
SIGHT— THAT'S A
PECK OF PICKLED
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B/ THEY BELONGS
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|Ml|' IT DOESN’T MATTER
YV mY WEALTH 15
Ml BANK, FOR THE

b MOST PART.
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TR ez = N 56 THE RICH LANDLUBGBER'S
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ANOTHER IDEA !

> COURTED MORE PROPER
oy  THAN THA

) NEVER WERE By
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WHAT, AND SHARE 'EE WITH THE REST O’ ME CREW,
’ AS | BE HONOR-BOUND To DO ?
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BUT Ho

] CRNF)[A;'F&O);([))L[‘;D' STAND AS A HOSTAGE?
CONSIDERRARBLE RANSOM
AND IF YOU HOLD ME LONG ENOUGH, | MIGHT BE INDUCED-

MARRY ME, CAPTAIN 7

HOLD! whiry LERE's

ONWARD SAILS THE BOBBY SHAF TOE,
INTO THE NIGHT. FORTUNATELY, ANY
SHIVERING OF TIMBERS IS DONE IN A
FIGURATIVE SENSE ONLY.

( ONH, I'D LIKE
To TRY THAT,




BY NOW, OF COURSE, THE N/NTH LORD PUSS-IN-BOOTS
OF CARABAS HAL| HAS MADE HIS ARRIVAL IN THE
CAPITAL WITH HIS STEPMOTHER, To BEGIN A

CQURTSHIP WHOSE OUTCOME HAS BEEN DETERMINED

LONG YEARS BEFORE.

3
EeAN G e OF EX CESSIVELY FLOWERY NARRRTION.
FROM THE MOMENT OF THEIR ARRIVAL, THE THOMAS 1S INTRODUCED, EVER S0 CORRECTLY, INTO
NEWCOMERS RECEIVE THE MOST LAVISH COMPANY FAR DIFFERENT FROM THAT IN WHICH HIS
HOSPITALITY, NOT TO MENTION THE Mo ST MINUTE
SCRUTINY. THIS 15 THE PARTY SEASON, tHEN

BROTHER HAS S0 RECENTLY FOUND HIMSELF,

ANY NOVELTY IS APPRECIATED,

o A a9
50, THIS 1S THE YOUNG SUITOR,

U KNOW ENOUGH FLATTERY
© BE CHARMING BUT NOT 50
MUCH RS TO BE FULSOME. | APPROVE,

EST)




HIS DEPORTMENT HAS ALREADY WON HIM A SIGN OF
g N TH!S MANNERED SOCIETY. THE KING HAS SENT You

 HIS SEAL OF APPROVAL.

AtiOl st
OBYIOUSLY A VERY
GRERT LADY,
'TWAS AN HONOR. TO
Ki$S HER FLIPPER.
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YOUR FORTUNE I5 MADE, MY DEAR! M
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BUT THERE (5 ¥
ONE, ABOVE ALL
OTHERS, WHOM
| WOULD MEET,
£ CERTAINLY HE DOEj_’

) AM SPEAKING ||
UT SHE oUGHTGTg JEST,
7y, BE HERE |

You'LL BE PRESENTED T
HIS MAJESTY ON THE MORROW - - )

.d‘i‘.“ d
SEVERAL OF THE
LADIES HAVE .

UPON MY WORD,
LADY BOUFFANT,
D YOUR SEX 1S

RD A'LEAPING OF THE
HOUSE OF ESTERBUNNY,
HE SENDS H15 REGRETS.
THE INFIRMITIE E---
[°]

IMPOSSIBLE TO
UNDERSTAND!

2.

= 28 /L
AND YoURS, LORD PIFFLE,

IS ImpoSSIBLE TO

(< RETERMINE.

THE TIME 1S
AT HAND, THEN!

To Be Continued....




Ts A LONG WALK
IN "THE OPEN , GREAT

) LabY. PERHHPS IFWE
wall TiL DUSK,..

N ' K\\ ‘(

WoULD BE THAT

ON “THE LEFI.
Risky, Bl

/

“THE ALIERNATVE.

RISINGTRAVERSE

" IF WE. ARETO
CONTINUE...

y.

’ /1 “THERE ISNO
i Q “TRACE OF OWR
) — PURSUERS. "THAT

>

LOOKS DANGEROUS;
LET uUs ~TRY

TReacHINGTT
wouLD BE A STRUGGLE, I—Drlki‘?icﬁ? O}gg_wf_
BUl "THERE wiLL BE. '
ACCESS To WAIER.
SNOWMELT IS

EVERYWHERE .

N SLUMP INTHECRUST Vg
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P/ I WwaNT To TRUsT my /’/ / /
R\ uen. THe orAcLE s6ID YW/ /., .

| CANNOT DIE BEFORE~ /" /

y

Awk! Nol
IN FRONT oF
SuslaAzIE,
GREAT
Leby!

,/

=1:: UM, YES. s
A Py WE LoST 7z
“THE PACKS. STiLL, \Z —

| TTHINK LUCk WLl P

CARRY USTO

NYALAM. THERE

wiLL BE HELP -

AND PROVISIONS. Q\
OO

MY NAME.
Is STACY. I'm
AN AMERICAN.

“THE GOVERNOR is A
FRIEND OF MY FAMILY.

FOR HiIs LOYALTY To OUR
CLAN, HE WAS EXILEP
To THIS wASTELAND
BY MINISTER KARSHAN.

NYALAM.
WILL THEY
WELCOME.
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A\ IF You weRe
\I\NPINNED DOWN,
NYou CouLbNT

PRONOUNCE.
My NAME.

So cop!
ID NILL FOR
A CHEESE -




ORANGE CAKE...
HOA™?

WELL...
HERE'S A
HOWD-Y0u-

BUNNIES...NO
MOUNTS. PROB-
ABLY DESER[ERS
OZu OR pjol,

) MOST LiKE:
R FILTH.
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“Two CROSS- 4 BET |Can :
%ﬁ%i&:—_ﬁ HIT “THAT BEGCAR 7/ b
: ' FRom HERE.. / " WHY DO THIS?
5 S E IS NO THREAT.
PLEASE....
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|F YOURE
| cunnva DO
SOMETHING-,
you BETIER... 4
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Now LETS
HAVE A Look!
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- SIR!

1 AM GUARDSMAN ERIK
W, OF BORDER STATION.

“TWO WEEKS Aco,
STATION TWELVE.
WAS DESTROYED

’ BY AN
AVALANCHE. ...
=




WE WERE.

“THE SOLE.
SVURVIVORS.

)

PROP YOUR
WEAPONS,
GUARDS MAN!

REPORT To
FORT
AZUMENE] ...

0
\
S P
' \
HEMDBn’j'g i Dy THINK
'COMPER Lbkel : HE. 1S MAD! | WAS HOPING To
a) FIND A CARAVAN
: ‘ OR ENCOMP-
MENT IN
ORDER To
COMMANDEER
A MOUNT , BUT | WAS
? FORCED To TRAVEL
o WIH 7HEM... THEY
= WERE UNCONTROLABLE.
<3 WHAT WAS | ToDO?
~ | AM NO SLAYER ...
)




X J HE CAN DO NO MORE HaRm',
' SE | ZE. THE OPPORTUNITY:
AVOID CREATING FURTHER KARMA

I SAVEP YYOUR ,

OF KILLING.
(Lwe, SAVAGE' ~(» THANK You!
uow RUDE .. 22X

7SN BU Now T AM / —
= W A

~ ™} RESCUED ; MoRE . / NQVEL
i N M BLOODSHED 1S ssﬂmeﬂ
w M UNNECESSARY.

MY NAME 1S, mlND‘LIKE.'THE.‘SKY
A WANDERING MENDIcANT.
‘cLoUD-APPARITION MONASIERY IS

NEARBY. THERE‘ 3
Is A DOCIOR ... %

{ ® 01‘ You ARE ,
N SERIOUSLY
'/\R: Yoo eﬂ. M /KL\\ HURT: A
m /4
NOW HEARTHE GREAT MANTRA
“THAT PREVENTS REBIRTH IN
THE. LoWER REALMs!!I

Lig[EN!

WHO ARE You,
BEGGAR?

\
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REvEREND
5!R
./\ REQU\RE.
Ny J= / — YOUR
| A ASsu—l'ths_.

NOT FATE.... i T 1S POSSIBLE TO
PURIFY EVIL KARMA...

NOT SHOW YOURSELF! MY RESOURCES
[ ORELMITED,

HOWEVER...

W M f
~

:ﬂ’ﬁlgm \\\// 7




AND
1 Aam
CERTAIN
WE. MAY
RELY
ON
THIS
GENTLE-
MAN)..

L€1’ Us / ‘ /5
CthleE. WﬁT.LIE / ) \. (il S ,

UPON ME AGAIN.

// f
Y

IRON-THAT FLIES!
BEHOLD THE GERM \
OF VICIORY! No SENS‘E.

IN WASTING TALENT.

YYOU AREHEREBY CON- (| "il )
SCRIPTED INTO THE.NEW
ARMY OF LUNG-SRING SAHKA.
SERVE WITH LOYALTY, VIM,

AND COURAGE!
TROOL, YOU

ARE TO ADDRESS
‘ ME AS "EXCELLENCY’
S OR “LORD GENERAL"

FURTHER )
IMPUDENCE. WILL ¥
BE REGARDED AS
TREASON,




SIR,
WE ARE IN
NEED,
YES, BUT
FORTHE DEAD, | MUST
FIRST RECiTe. THE. PITH
INSIRUETTIONS FOR,
NAVIGATINGTHE 7\
DEATH-STATE., (0

UNFORTUNATELY, WE.
HAVE. NOTHING To

E£ASE. YouR PANN, IS

| (MNDTHE Y0 IN WILL LEADUS To THE.

MONASIERY; THE. MONKS Wit BE
 PISCRElE, | TRET,

> ; ) // g, =
TR

Q

“THE CONSCIoUS

N PRACTICE. OF PAIN

15 To SINCERELY

; | DESIRE [HAI ONE'S

7)) SUFFERING BE A

/ SUBSIITUTE. FOR
/4

7 “THE SUFFERING =} By )
77 1IN OF ALL ... =77 R
7l 74
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TORGCIVE ME, THE ALTRUISTIC *\j

MOTIVE IS OBVIOUS, RUT DO

YoV LOVE PAINS How LONG

RAVE You BEENA WANDER-
ING YO0GIT -
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Dear Friends,

There were two surpassingly
excellent comic books published this
week, two stories that were so far above
the rest that they deserve special
attention. One was Uncle $crooge
Adventures #27, “Guardians of the
Lost Library”, by Don Rosa, from
Gladstone Comics, and the other was
the feature story “Here Comes a
Candle”, by Mary Hanson-Roberts, in
the anthology title Furrlough #17, from
Antarctic Press.

These two stories are so noteworthy
that, with your kind forgiveness, I am
writing a single fan letter to the
publishers, editors, and writers of both,
with hopes that each publisher might
recognize the hand of genius in the
works of the other.

Deferring to his age, I'll speak of
Uncle $crooge McDuck first. Don
Rosa’s story blends raw humor and
even Duckish slapstick with serious
archaeological and historical truth. He
takes us on an odyssey all around the
earth, in search of the greatest treasure
of all: knowledge. The wise curates in
Umberto Eco’s Name of the Rose might
nod in quiet pride at McDuck’s
quest...but it is with an American flavor
that the story ends, with an ironic
conclusion in the style of O. Henry or
Mark Twain, for, of course, what the
crusty old quintessentiallionaire has
been seeking has been virtually in his
back pocket the whole trip.

The story is helped along, in a sad
way, by the absence of Donald, who
remains glued to his television, allowing
for a series of mordant digs at the
expense of “romance novel” adventure
shows-- the sort thet are stamped from
dies like bottle caps, all the same, all
ultimately disposable.

We, the readers, are drawn in to a
quest for the distant past, but are shown
how great distances are, perhaps, not as
great or unbridgeable as we may
imagine. (My grandfather’s grandfather
was born a few years before George
Washington died; the past is still
reaching out to us, still seeking to share
itself with us.) The recurring motif of
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the lost knowledge-- burnt scrolls,
mildewed parchments, and rat-nibbled
books-- is tragic, and lends the quest a
desperate poignancy, with the flavor of a
rescue mission. But it is not the past --
dead and buried-- which needs rescue, but
we, ourselves.

The in-jokes, referring to the Junior
Woodchuck Guidebook and Reservoir of
Inexhaustible Knowledge and $crooge’s
resignation to its omniscience, are also a
delight to an old Duckburg fan, and those
of us above the age of eight can only
bewray, with $crooge, our lost opportuni-
ties to become Woodchucks. (The joke, of
course, is that education is ageless, and
Woodchuckery is always open to
everyone.)

The art is crisp and clean, sparkling
Rosa at its sharpest; but it is the story that
inspires.

Mary Hanson-Roberts, in her
adventures subsequent to the tale of Puss-
in-Boots, takes us into a past, of sorts: an
age of elegance, an eighteenth century
that would have been familiar to George
Washington, had George Washington
been a white-feathered eagle rather then a
white-peruked man. This is an Aesopian
otherworld, a yarn with a moral, a story
for the child inside the adult.

This petit conte, this little tale, invokes
the sense of nostalgia, but it is a
sophisticated nostalgia, and the story is
for the compromised intellect of men and
women more than for boys and girls.

The story is pleasantly and ironically
self-aware-- Master Birch’s saucy
conversations with the narrative boxes,
and the narrative’s difficulties in
deciphering his handwriting stands as an
elegant example. The story brings back to
us the innocent joys of childhood--
making fortresses of the furniture and
arming ourselves with cookies-- and the
innocent fears of childhood-- the strange
deliriums of fever and the unquestioning
comfort that is given when someone cares
to stay the night awake by the bedside of
an ill child.

Youthful awakening to adult responsi-
bilities, echoed in the Western World’s
awakening to the Age of Reason, is made
accessible in this Mother Goose-epoch
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tale. The peccadillos of country life and
the petty squabbles for status and for the
squire’ s estate occupy center stage, and
far, far removed are the horrors of war,
famine, and death. Only pestilence takes a
bow, aided by the well-meaning
incompetence of the practitioners of “The
Youngest Science” (in the words of the
late Doctor Lewis Thomas). Even His
(pestilence’s, not Thomas’ !) clutch is
feeble, though, and the pain of death is
eased by an eighteenth century vision of
heaven, wherein all hurts are eased.

Two stories. Two brilliant stories. Each
contains in-jokes, hidden wit, running
gags, quips and humor concealed in the
background, an element of surrealism, an
element of realism, and a friendliness, an
amical approachability that invites the
reader’s desire to live in such a milieu.
Who among us would not trade toenails
for webbed feet, and move to Duckburg
(although not, perhaps, as Donald Duck’s
next-door neighbor, please!) Who would
not find a kind of comfort in a fantasy-
perfect Mother Goose Europe, and rejoice
in witnessing the laying of the foundation
stones of modern science and philosophy?

Each is about animals-- ducks, cats,
owls, and a salacious weasel-- learning
what it means to be “human”. Each is
about children, learning what it means to
be an adult. Each is about the past; each is
about wisdom.

Two brilliant stories. Two of the best
stories of the age, and, without any
question, two of the best yarns in comics
of the year. Hats off to Don Rosa and
deep bows and curtsies to Mary Hanson-
Roberts. Thank you for fulfilling the
promise of the genre. Thank you for
telling us these wonderful tales of joyous
youth.

Thank you,

Sincerely,

Jefferson P. Swycaffer

San Diego, CA
Wow! What a letter! I was going to edit it down
for space, but after reading the whole thing, |
felt it should all see print. Thanks for writing in
Jefferson, we enjoyed hearing from you! As for
the rest of you mugs, how come you're not
writing?! Let us know what you loved, what you
hated, and what you'd like to see more of! Tell
us what you think! --EW
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