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Amazing! Astonishing! Yes, Virginia . . . there really is an "Equine’!

RUMINATIONS AND REVELATIONS CONCERNING ONE HORSELIKE BARBARIAN.
by Richard Konkle

| would like to start this personal comments page by saying (typing?) that | hope all of you enjoy this
comic and thanking you for your patronage (and if you're reading somebody else's copy, please buy your
own!).

It all began a little over two years ago, at a New Year's Eve party. It was then that | first met Jim Groat,; a
“funny animal” cartoonist and full-fledged character in his own right (after all, has anyone ever met a
“half-fledged” character?). Jim had apparently seen or been told about my being an amatuer comic-book
artist. and so asked me to draw a cartoonized “Totem” for his collection . . . a “totem” being a person’s
favorite animal—in this case, a horse or a dragon. | chose to do a horse (for reasons | didn't even know back
then), and | determined to draw him in a muscular, heroic frame—since | am primarily a super-hero/fantasy
illustrator. | almost drew this as yet nameless horse in a suit of medieval armor . . . but that particular
drawing didn't please me, so | stopped midway and got another sheet of paper.

| then had the not-too-obvious brainstorm of drawing an anthropomorphic parody of some well-known
adventure character. | could have just as easily had “HORSZAN" (“Lord of the Chimps"), “DOC EQUINE"
(“The Colt of Copper”), “JOHN CANTOR" (“Warhorse of Venus”), “THE LONE GRAZER" (with his faithful
Appaloosa sidekick, “PINTQO"), “BATHORSE" (ugh!), “SUPERSTEED" (double ugh!), etc, etc. (Of course,
there's always the possibility of back-up stories . . . ) but as you might have already guessed | chose to
animalize C*N*N the Barbarian. It all hit me in a flash . . . and at 2:00 AM Jan 1st, 1983, “Equine” was
created!

I'm hopin' that Jim can excavate that first inked drawing for reproduction here, since it helps illustrate the
evolution of Equine (and Penelope). The most noticeable.change would easily be Equine's legs; my first
drawing had him with actual satyr-like horse legs! Being a fantasy artist, | thought they made him look
unique! Thinking back, though . . . “unique” wasn't the word for it! Neither Jim Groat nor the rest of the
world were ready for this non-humanoid mutation!

As soon as | saw Equine, | thought that he would make an exceptional comic-book character—but
believed that this would never be, since Jim was exclusively a “comic-strip” artist, and | had my own
“human" characters to work on! Months later, however, Jim himself exclaimed that Equine should be put
into a comic! “That's a great idea,” replied |.

The first step was writing the story. | got the job. | eschewed the usually mandatory “origin” recap in favor
of writing a simple “fun” story. There had to be a wizard! And monsters! And a damsel in distress! While the
first story is all fun and games, however, don't expect it always to be thus! Jim has in mind several mildly
serious—and even a couple of totally serious—stories for the future . . . so Equine will be taking pendular
swings from lunatic sit-com to intense melodrama! Only time will tell how this Jekyli-and-Hyde approach
will work . . . but / like it! And rest assured that there will be halfway “neutral” issues between the extremes
of humor and drama, as to avoid undo shock to your system!

From issue #2 on up, Jim will be drawing the comic. | don't know who will be inking it (and Jim's spent
nights awake wondering just that!). Jim's interpretation of Equine is noticeably different from my pseudo
“wish-1-could” Buscema/Chan style . . . but | hope you'll like it as much as | do! By all rights Equine should
be a success, since “funny animals” have come back into vogue (as far as we're concerned, they never went
out of vogue) . . . and we've already seen at least one other person’s attempt at doing an anthropomarphic
barbarian, a la C*N*N. We must have a catchy idea after all!

Normally, I'd still be assisting Jim with ideas, tips, anatomy corrections, etc . . . but by the time this sees
print, | will be in the Air Force. Why? Because | want the change, | need a job, and | need to learn a
secondary skill (alas, | hate doing commercial and advertising art!). At 22 years old, | still love comics, and |
hope to print some titles of my own—in the future! .

As for the writing on Equine; I'll do some of it . . . maybe. I'll probably do issue #2 (which may stretch into
issue #3), but | don’'t want to make too many commitments on my uncertain future.

That puts the end to this would-be editorial page. Starting next issue we'd like to start the mandatory
letters page, so why not scribe your praise, complaints, suggestions and ideas for Equine in black
ink .. .andsend it to

EQUINE P.O. Box 32292
Tucson, AZ 85751

Jim's waiting on the edge of his seat to hear from you! (A most uncomfortable position, | can assure!) Oh,
and while you're at it . . . maybe you can suggest some names for the letters page. “EQUWINE'S LETTER
PAGE" sounds sooo pedestrian! “From the Horse's Mouth?” “The Summarilian Gazzette-Bugle?”
“Equine’s Elegies?" “Telegram for Mr. Equine?” “Endorsments to the Horse?” “Take my Wench . ..
Please?" “Hey, He Can Read?” s

Until next time . . . take it slow, and watch your cholesterol! and Richard Konkle



ADDITIONAL COMMENTS by Jim Groat

Greetings and thank you for purchasing “Equine.” As financial backer of this project | really appreciate it.
Besides | wanna get my two-cents worth in.

I'm not going to bother repeating how Equine got his start except | want to thank Jim Babcock for
suggesting (bugging the hell out of me) | use Equine in a comic book. (Although at times it seemed as a
curse!) At the time | was trying for syndication for a comic strip called “Dangerbear.” 'Til | found out the
odds for a successfully syndicated strip. Besides, Equine sounded fun (ha!).

All | ask is to bear with me, the going will be rough at first but it will smooth out as time goes on. I'm going
to try for Equine's quarterly release, I'm not artistically and mentally prepared for bi-monthly release, at
least not yet. However, should Equine run a little late don't panic, it will be released. As far as trying to locate
an inker, | think I've located one.

I'm always open for suggestions, ideas and character designs. Remember, no humans and no elves, trolls,
gnomes, etc. Also I'd like to run the art readers send in. God knows | enjoy seeing my stuff in print, I'm sure
you would like to see yours in too. Remember, it must be inked to be in print. However, it becomes property
of Graphxpress. g

There are a number of people I'd like to thank for helping get Equine off the ground. Richard Konkle, who
deserves the biggest portion. Without him | would've scrapped Equine. Just a damn shame he defected to °
the boys in blue (the fink!). Mike Kelly, who I've bounced several story ideas off of, not to mention who also
helped create several stories. Steve Gallacci, creator of “Albedo,” for offering printing hints and
suggestions. By the way, | highly recommend “Albedo” if you haven't read it yet. John Cawley Jr., for his
knowledge in the printing field and support. Marc Schirmeister, editor of the APA “Rowrbrazzle” (Hokay
Schirm, there's my free plug!) for his editorial skills and attempted inking (no hard feelings) and complete
support. Also Chuck “Deal” Whitley, Mark Wallace, Tim Fay and Jerry Collins for their morale boosting and
Stephen Scott Beau Smith and his support through Comicast Fanzine. And finally |, and | know Richard,
would also like to thank our parents for their support.

'Til we meet again

ALBEDO

ANTHROPOMORPHICS

MORE THAN JUST FUNNY ANIMALS

,a’lwariablé through most distributors
or write
FRO.Box 19419, Seattle, WA SB109
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