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No big news this time; I just want to point
out that the lovely cover coloring job this
issue is from Tom Luth, who is currently
busy coloring the Usagi Yojimbo Sum-
mer Special.

Zac van Note writes to inform us that
his ProFolio will be publishing the future
exploits of ‘‘Lizards,”’ still written by
John Holland but drawn by a new art-
ist; the Holland/Wilber team will also be
represented, however, with ‘‘Joe
Bushkin,”’ an opus Zac says ‘‘almost ap-
proaches the comedic genius of Sam and
Max Freelance Police—it’s that good!’’
Write to ProFolio at PO. Box 21694,
Albuquerque, NM 87154-1694 for details.

The current issue of Amazing Heroes,
the Swimsuit Special, includes a lot of
art that should be of interest to Critters
readers—including pin-ups by Donna
Barr, Jim Groat, Mike Kazaleh, J.P.
Morgan, Steve Purcell, Kyle Rothweiler,
Stan Sakai, Tom Stazer, Ty Templeton (of
Teddy Payne, no less!), Anthony Van
Bruggen, Reed Waller, Deal Whitley, Ron
Wilber, and many more! Don’t miss it!

The illustration on this page is by the
aptly-named David Cannon, whose letter
leads off the section.—Kim Thompson

* Dear Kim,

You asked a question about the mili-
tary/funny-animal connection in issue
#22's letter column. Putting on my Navy
slow-interface thinking cap, I think I've

come up with a wee bit of reasoning as
to why.

First would probably be tradition in the
military of assigning various animal type
names to military hardware. Take the
F-14 “Tomcat” Fighter Jet, and “Sea-
sparrow” or ‘‘Sidewinder” missiles, for
example. Squadron, Division, and de-
partments of various commands also like
to have designating logos of funny-ani-
mal design, to be unique from another.

Second would be monikers applied to
military people in a command. Take
mine, for example, where sailors are
called “squids” or “deck apes.” This also
applies in that an aircraft carrier such as
mine would be called a “bird farm,” and
crew living areas aboard are called
‘“‘coops.”

Third, and definitely not least, is the
fact that frequently people aboard a ship
like mine actually behave like animals.
Neat things happen like:

(1) An individual is handcuffed and
stuffed into a laundry bag by a few of
his buddies, and then' deposited on a
master chef’s rack (bed).

(2) Needle-gun duels (don’t ask!).

(3) Hat destroying contests (usually
chain reaction).

(4) An individual falls asleep in his
chair, is tied to it by his shipmates, and
left that way.

(5) Peopie having a birthday beware,
because that usually involves spankings,

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 24]
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C 7 WHAT MAKES PEOPLE COLLECT
JUNK LIKE THIS... AND THEN
WANT T0 SHOW IT OFF 2/

R

THE STUFF HAS BEEN STORED AWAY FOR
YEARS ,BUT Now THAT THE COUNQOL
CHAIRMAN 'S AN AMATEUR ARCHAEOLDAGIST,
He WANTS [T ON DISPlLaY/

ITS A LONELY AND BORING J0B...
NOT MANY PEOPLE FEEL LIKE
COMING T0 THIS FART
OF Oy Haw !

Q
L. AND I'M THE
ONE WHD HAS To QUaRD 1T/

BEING ALONE WrTH AuN
THESE SPOOKY DOODAD S
CaN REALLY GET T2 A

QUY AFTER A WHILE./

> MR, SIEGEL 1§ CRAZY
ABOUT ALL THIS

JUNK  TM GoNNA
GET WELLED AT/

MAYBE 1
couLp TRY
G6LING THE
) PIECES BACK
ToGe THER!




HEH HeH! Goop S
THING TM AN O € c
HAND AT PUTTING /@
MOVELS TOGETHER/ L4
NOBODY'LL NOTICE
A MING!

T WHATSIT MUsT'VE
BEEN INSIDE THE

AN

T0 GUESS FROM THE
STATUE | IT MUST 8B
SOME KIND OF FLUTE/

MR. GNUFF/
ARE ‘10U STILL HERE 2

I couw PLAY
m2

WHAT AN AWFUL NOISE !/ NO WONDER

SomesoDY HID THIS INSIPE THE STATUE/ -

THE BACK DooR'S
OPeN .2 FUNNY..
IT'é USUALLY
KEPT SHUT/

\




IT'S PAST CLOSING fLo/ T JusT 6o oUT THIZ way AND LOCK T \
TIME .. OH WELL 'L = AFTER ME..MR. SIEGELLL TAKE CARE OF THE
ASK MR, SIEGEL MAN ENTRANCES!
ABOUT 1T IN THE ) -

MORNING /

S pHEw!
.. BoY,AM T GLAD
5l T0 GET OUT OF THAT

DUSTY Place!

Ma1BE THE FLUTE SOUNDS
BETTER OUT IN THE OPEN..
T THINK T'W TRY (T
-~ ONE MORE Timg/!

NO THIS THING 1S D57 @ o7
ﬂ“&. HoPELESS/ —_—
L e HMM,, THEY MUST'VE B

THERE SURE ARE A LOT
OF SLEEPY PEOPLE AROUND
HERE TODAY /

4 T'LL TAKE THE FLUTE HOME AND SHDW \T T g
GNICKY ! MABE HE CON HAVE SOME FUN Wity 7/




AND Now FoR THE USUAL
QUESTION . WHAT'S FOR
B DINNER 2

gty
AMAALE

1
<

GNUFF USUALLY LEAES A NOTE ON THE

BUT HERE'S
SOMETHING ELSE !

TABLE IF HE ISN'T GOING TD BE HOME .. BUT
E TONIGHT 1T'S HIS TURN TO MAKE DINNER /

I THINK IT'S SOME
KIND OF FLUTE/
LET Me TRY

Boy 18 THIS THING HARD TO PLAY/
T ¢AN'T GET T To SOoUND RIGHT/
YoU WANNA TRY IT,ALBERT 2




HEY ALBERT/ ARE “oU TIREP OR SOMETHING2Z
I kNow IT DIDN'T SoUND VERY PRETTY \BUT
THAT COUWN'T Have PUT 90U o Siegp/

SLEEPYHEAD! ALBERT, PLEASE/

=

C'MoN{ SNAP OUT OF 1T/ COME ON, YoV )

THig IS HOPELESS/
GNEWIE ISN'T HERE,

USUALLY HERE
WHEN THE POpR.
’SN'T LOCKEVnI

OF COURSE! THE J&XEL
KITCHEN!

UM oH!
SOMETHING'S
BURNING!

LATER .. [553 T Pacep o8 THE |] You PID,GNICKY 2 T SAW Some PeopLe
WHERE o0 < Coe. © FwTe,/mo eowr su;eméa "},H t;zo;\n OF og"rT/Y HALL WHeEN
0, Y0P 0 VY YoU GUMS wi D w /
AMTZWHA )"z Y 4 — 0 SLegP i
oo @ ® o\~ ) WE'D BETTER B¢ CARE

WrH THIg! _—




WHY, MR.
SIEGEL / How

COME YoU'RE
SITTING HERE

! ASLEEPZ/

P M conFUSED.. T DoN'T ReMEMBER WHAT
HAPPENED, EXCEPT T HEARD :

A STRANGE NoISE OR
SOMETHING ar e

You DoN'T
oK SO @aoop,
MR, SIEGEL...

IT MUST HAVE JUST
BEEN A PI22'( SPEW ...
My DOCTOR WARNED
Me T WAS UNDER
T00 MUCH STRESS!

YEP [ WE
Al HAVE OUR
PROBLEMS ! Now  TAKE
ME FOR EXAMPLE../]

HMM... NOTHING SEEMS TD BE MISSING ! MR.
GNUFF WAS ON WaTCH BEFORE ME,, HE
LIVES ON GEORGE STREET..

SHoLLY T CAWL HIM UP 2

NONO,.. IT 6AN
EASILY wAIT unTIL




WAKE ME UP, WiLL YoU 2!/ T'lL Taxe) PP WHERE ARE wou2! Come
“ou ALL ON/ — oUT, §0 I CAN 8ASH You
] — You THIEVES/

THE FLLTe/

IT WAS ON
THe TABLE !




Been SToLen/

‘\‘ “\
Qi

SoMEBODY  BROKE i )| -_
TN
EMPTY NOW } "/.
|l MK
@ Il

[
g

THAT SOUNDS S0 AWFuL 2

YU'RE RIGHT, GNICK S
LIKE OMETHING
VoA, Vel OLP!

THERE'S ALSO A
FONNY  MUSTY
SMEWL IN

Here !

|
K;JVA
SMELLED THE

SAME, Way
AROUND T
STATUE AT

IN THE FLOWER-

8

THIEF cAmE
THROUGH THE

BACK YARD A
oK THEW )

AN U
—— \ TE
| e

FresH/ ¢

THAT STATUE 4OV
BROKE WAE A AN~

THEre MUST BE A
CONNECTION .

BUT WHAT?

THAT
FLUTE-/

" WEL
HAVE TO
TRY AND
o
TOMORRO
WRN lN@-’

oU'RE RIGHT, GNIeKy!




DON'T WORRY ABoUT (T, MR.
GNUFF... IT WASN'T WORTH

SO 0V FOUNP A SET OF PAN PIPES INS

T b THE stATUEZ
AT a1y [ MEAH! ook IM
DR ABOUT

BUSTNG IT..

BUSINESS ABOUT
THE FLUTE INTERESTS
ME BECAUSE T'm AN

AMATEUR ARCHAEOWAIST

WHA-2/ THE STATUE'S BEEN BUSTEP
AGAN{ BUT THIS TIME IT WaSNT
MK FAULT, MR. SIEgGEL!

HAVE FoUND ouT How
IT WorRkep/

AW THIS REMINDS Mg OF
THE SCRIBBLE SToves!

=/ THERE'S
g Somegopy ovT
THERE WHD KnNow S
A LOT MORE ABOUT
. THIS THING
THaN we po!

SCRIBBLE
SToNES 2//

OH HES / UP To NOW THE'VE
BEEN A MYSTERY FoR
ARCHAEOLOGISTS ... THE
MARKINGS WERE

"PEs

SHoWDN'T THERE
BE A S16N ON THE
N EXHIBIT ABoUT T2

9




THE INSCRIP TipN $A4S
A MAGICAL SPEWL.
WAS Placep oN
AN ORDINARY
FLuTe/

T WANTED T wRiTe ITUP FOR THe ARCHAED-
LOGICA. JOURNALE FIRST/ BUT DON'T GET ME WRoNG!

G
e '
WHAT Do THE STONES SAtE N THIS FIELD!

THAT mUST'VE BEEN
THe paN FLTe . T et/

UNFORTUNATELY , T ¢ANT DECIPHER THE

9ES , AND THIS SPELL IS
REST! I pon'T HAVe Au THE PIECES/

ACTIVATED WHEN THe FLUTE
1S PLAKE? ON MIp-
suommer. MGHT/

WHeRE Dip THE
STONES COME FRoM 2

AND THEN
WHAT 2

MR. GNUFF( YDU'RE INTERESTED IN ARCHAED-
LOGY! WHY DON'T WE SPENP MIDSUMMER
NIGHT -THIS YEAR AT THE BURIAL GROUND
IN THE BlG wospS t THAT WAY ,WE MIGHT
FIND OUT (OME MORE ABOUT THIS AFFAIR/

VT rouND THEM /MYSELF
ABOUT TEN YEARS AGO
NEAR TMAT ANCIENT

BURIAL AROUND ULP —
IN THE 816 woops

% THE STATVE
CAME FroM
THERE oo, BUT
IT ISN'T QU\TE
SO oLp/

To Go OVT ANP D1 AGAN! THIS IS
@OING T Bg FUN ! AND NOT ONLY THAT,
ML 8e SCIENTIFIC!

“WELL ... GMCKY WILL Lovg IT, BUT FeR ME ON
M SALARY ( COUGH, CoUGH ) THIS'LL BE THE
ONLY VACATION WE CAN AFFORD THIS wEAR/

G By —
YOURSELF INTO
THE BIG Woops CAN ]
BE DONGEROVS !
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WHAT'S THE PoINT IN VISITING THE \0
PLACE WHERE THE FLUTE WAS RoUND
IF THE FWTE'S GONE 2

) ﬁ9§
e
i ,..IW'

A
UM
[ & ’fﬁn’%ﬁ“ A%IG nook
i\ Bavs W T

w AD T DECIPMEREP AN INSCRIPTION THAT SAID J WELL... 1T COND BE THAT SOMETHING JUST MGHT
You SHoulD PLaY THE FLUTE oN HAPPEN IF WE VISIT THE EXCAWATION SITE IN THE
=R MPSUMMER NIGHT/ — d Bla woeps AT THAT PARTICULAR TIME!

RIGHT / ANP WHAT'S
BOTHERING ME 18 JuST

PON'T WoRRY! T'VE BeeN ON PIGS HERE BEFORE
AT MPSUMMER ! THERE'S NOTHING PANGERIVS
ABOUT T, MR.GNUFF/! WELL... AT LEAST HE SHOULD

BE A REASONABLE PERSON/

HMM ., WHY DID YoU

!
TI'Mm GOING AWAY, BrING THE BOYS ALONG Z

BUT I CAN COME
WITH You, THAT
AR/

THEY WERE ANX|OUS
T0 SEe THE PlLace/!

Besioes 1T 1S THE oNLY
VACATION WE CAN AFFORP
THIS YEAR/




THE GROUP Soon Reackes
E BURIAL GROUNDS
P THE ANVCIENT

72=me kam'.,,

YEAH,., FOLKS WouLp MIDSUMMER 15 S
RATHER HAVE A GOOP g ‘No LONGER
TIME THAN LooK AT JoYovs

oo RUINS/ i HERE (S1GH),.

1T'S STRANGE THAT we'Re \ { PEOPLE DoN'T comE
-me ONLY ONES HERE! HERE ON mmsumme
4

i/ ISN'T IT AN
IMPRESSIVE SIGHT,
/MR, GNUFF 2

T WoNpgr WHO
( PUT UP ALL THESE
Bla SToNES 2

MIPDSUMMER. MGHT YES,BUT MERE, 1
1S,A HoLpas N UNFORTUNATEL, The sopa
T PLACES! SAD THINGS H, UNT50 N

HaPPEN] psummeR /

 WE'RE HERE BECAUSE OF MG
JUST A€ STRANGE — A MISSING

MAGIC FLUTE THAT pUTS PeoPle
TO SLEEP WHEN wwu Plat 17/
WE FOUND THAT 0UT IN THE

PEOPLE IN
THESE PARTS

STAY INDSORS
AT NIGHT/

BUT IT WAs

THAT FoUND
SOUNDS MYSTERIOUS! ouT Here/
ITALS MEANS
'€ ON THE = &
RIGHT TRACK/

12



IF WU ALREADY KNEW OF THE
STRANGE PHENOMENA \THEN IT
SEEMS TD ME THAT YOU'RE ASTING

RECKLESSLY/

YES! BRINGING CHILDREN HERE WHH
MOV ESPECIALLY NoW! THAT'S

HAVEN'T YU HearRy OF THg TERRBLE THINGS
AREA 2

THAT HAPPEN IN THIS

I HAD A
PEELING
SOMETHING

WAS /
WRONG! [

NOw

NONSENSE / T wAg HERE 0N A
Dia TEN ‘EArs AGo ,AND T
NeveR HeArp oF ANYTHING
UIKE THAT! WMERE DID 1oV
 HEAR SUCH RumorS?2

T ALL BedaN
SEVEN YEARS

/

EACH YEAR AT THIS TIME, LOCAL CHILDREN
DsApreAR/!

WHA'Z( CHILpREN
DISAPPEAR 2/!/

IF {pU HAVEN'T HEARP
ANYTHING 11'S PROBABLY
BECAUSE ND ONE TALKS
ABOUT T VERY LOUDLY,.
IT_WoULP FRIGHTEN THe
TOURISTS AWAY/ BUT
EVEN SO, THE RUMOR

HAS SPREAD/

AND WERE
ONLY NOW
HEARING
ABOUT IT2
TYPICAL!

WE WANT T
HEAR MORE OF
THE sTory!

BUT WHY 1S IT
HAPPENING
MR.Foa?kT'(

NO ONE
KNOWS THAT
EITHER ,BoYS/




ARE THE Kips STILL
MISSING 72

I HAVE RelATIVES WITH CHILPREN
IN THIS AREA MYCELF, aND T'VE
PROMISED To STaY WITH THEM
TONIGHT/ T'M ON MY WaY
THERE NOW,BUT ‘P CAN USE
MY CABIN WMILE T'M GONE,,

THANK 3V ,MR.
FOGARTY |

THEY'RE USUALLY
FOUND AGAIN A

. BUT THEN THEY'RE
COMPLETELY EXHAUSTED
'y AND CAN'T REMEMBER

A THING... PARENTS SAY THE (@S
CHILDREN HAVE CHAMNGED...

pe've ALREADY (omg 03} HERE .6N@
IF WE B6TH STAY IN THE RANGER CABIN TOMIGHT,

NOTHING'S GONNA_ HAPPEN
T US \ IM CURE...

AND WE WERE EXPECTING
STRANGE THINGS -

WED BETTER Go BACK D THE
CABIN RIGHT NOW, B0Y8... 'S STARTING
T GET BARK Now ALREAPY!

)

U L£1's NOT TaKe

RANGER.
FOGART'(S TALK
™0 SERIOVSLY!

YEAH, BUT T NOTICE THAT
YOU DipN'T BRING ANy

KIDS ON THIS TRIP EITHER,
COUNCIL CHAIRMAN(

U SHOULDN'T LET YWURCELF 8¢ FRIGHTENED! T
BASICALLY BELIEVE ONIY WHAT T CAN SEe oR
READ IN INSCRIPTIONS!

¥

POOH -POOHING 1T

BELAUSE YoV'RE

THE ONE WHO
BROVGHT US OVT

WH) KNOWS &

WHAT THe''LL
FIND OUT
PNGHTZ

_ g, :
GNUFFS Lockep &
THE Poor!




baving O STAY

INSIDE oN SUCH AN

ExcrinG Nla,-lT 8 __
NO FuN! 4

AT LEAST 1T'¢
Cozy IN HERE,GNICKY,,

wAND  BEING KIDNAPPED I§N'T
WHAT I'P CALL FUN/

[J THE KIpg MUST'VE BeeN KiDNAPPeg APTER
SOMEBODY  PLAYED A FLUTE AND PUT'EM T

THAT Woulp
MEAN THERE'S
MORE THAN
ONE FLUTE
THE ONE IN
TOWN WAS JUST
Discoverep!

NO FLUTE PLATER COULD GET THE BETTER
OF U3, ALBERT | IF WE STUFFED COTTON IN
OUR EARS]

} MAYBE [T ISN'T JUST THE SOUND of THg FLuTe/
Yoy CoULp EASILY BE KNOCKED OUT ANP DRAGGED

OFF OTHER NAYS!

CIMON, ALBERT / LET'S TRY AND SOLVE THE BiG
MYSTERY [ WE'LL MAKE A LOT OF KIpS AND
PARENTS HAPPY \F WE (AN

n D0 \T/ Ve

WEW,I GUESS SO.r

D
WHAPDYA
Sa{e

IF We STick ClosE §
TOGETHER | NoBopY
CAN SNEAK UP AND

SURPRISE US,

ALgerT/

BESIDES , GNUFF AND VR, CIEGEL MIGHT
NEED OUR HELP OUT THERE , AND FOUR
N PAIRS OF EYES CAN SEE BETTER “THAN Two!

EVEN IF NOTHING
HAPPENS GNUFFLL
86 MAD Because
WE DISPBEHED HIM.o-
You CAN BET on 1T/




e AND DASYH OFF /NTo TME
MOONLIT MPSUMMER MIGHT

MEANWHILE ,0UT
AT THE IL»
EXCAVATION SITEw,

HERE's
WHERE T
FOUND THE
PAN STATUE
TEN YEARS
AGO...

. AND HERE'S WHERE T T LOOKS LIKE
FOUND THE RICKS WITH Somegopv's Been
SCRAMLED INSCRIPTIONS o

DlGaING HerE

THE "$CRIBBLE STONES"/ RECENTLY/

7 Punne,. T HAvenT \C=s
HEARD OF ANY NEW
ARCHAEOLLGICAL
ProJec1s IN THig ff
ArREA/ @

ma(ge s’
./ JUST éravg”
) | rossers

Z

OH NO, MR, GNUFF/ THESE
DiaGINGS ARE CLEARLY THE
WORK OF A TRANED SPeCIALIST/!
HMM.- HERE'S A NEW PART A7
OF aN INSCRIPTIoN! T WANT

o
T TRT T PECIPHER (T/

1 }

HOOFPRINTS ! JUST UKE

\/ f THOSE WE FOUND IN TOWN!
Wy 17
2 v (t
, !
! "\ LET'S TRY
<) g 2, £ | Fouowin
4 i « % h
‘ , ’I ‘ ( 4 r N THEM- Y
" 2 l‘ I ' 1t H
g e | : | !
P i f .
. (' 8 \ , f
i :, o i ; ‘5" '
rf‘ ] o « - - /, ‘
R

)

T THINK THEY'RE COMING FRoM \
THE ANCIENT TEMPLE oF THE
Y SUN/




C 0H I wsH ID NEVER
BROUGHT 'EM ALoNG!

Y THe Bo'e/ THEY'VE
( 86EN_KipNArPep FROM

[ YU’ THERE'S SOME More A
B FooterINTe over mees! § g

Y b MR ?
B S SELN

R 7y Y,
" &% BE

K 4 (T WONDER WHERg THE )
A | PRINTS Leap2 ¢

ARE CLEARER
ON THE FOREST

SHOVLD'VE GONE
ANG WITH
GNICKY'S CRA2Y

weA!

V' F THAT KiDN
Apr
BENDS A HAR o%g




HEre! PUT THESE EARMUFFS ON/ T BROVGHT THE TRACKS LAY
THEM AloNG FoR SAFETT'S SAKE MR.GNUFE/ mm:gzp TDITHE
oL L6/

THAT'S AT LEAST ONE
GOOD IDEA YOU'VE HAD,
MR. SIEGEL!

o \ N
FAULT THEX weRe ),
KIDNAfPED!

WHEN THEY REACH Goop R
THE MuNUT TEMILE BB HEAVENS/
RUING... ‘ s

—

IT'S GNUFF ang mR.
CIEcEL! I'D BETTER
GO ON PLAMING TD




WILL ‘v GIve
UPOR DO T
HAVE T WALk
AL OVER YouZ/

T'VE UNTIED THE BOYS.. NOW LET'S TIE THE
PAN UP WIH HIS OWN RoPE,MR. SieGeL !

TVE LOST My
EARMUFFS... AND
80 Have Yoy !

THAT WeN'T BE A PROBLEM!
GNICKY'S STOPPED PLATING/

[ GOOD THING We GoT %
HIM TIED UP WHILE HE'S
STILL D122 PROM THE Mysic!

WE CAME OUT
OURSELVES: GNUFF/

WE STUCK COTWN IN OUR EARS SO
NE COULIN'T PUT US T2 SLEES...

w BUT WE SHOULD'VE REALIZED NE'D GET THE
PROP ON US WST THE Sameg/ ,

HE'S ReALLY
very Nice/




BELIEVE |T O6R
NOT ,BUT IM AN

I wAS HERE oN A DG WHeN I UWCOVERED
THE ANCIENT PAN FLUTE ! I TRIED PLATING
/T, BUT 1T SOUNDED JST HIDEOUS!

ARCHAEOLOGIST
MYSELE \ THOVGH
FRom THE LACT
CENTURY/

v

WELL I WAS A STUBBRN SIRT AND KEPT oN
PRACTICING WITH 1T/ THEN ONE 047 I Fowww
YT O MY HORROR THAT I HAD TURNED NTO A/w(/

Dl T e |
i

| T Recapep Av Avcigyr LEsEND  kvownN oLy

Yy FRAéMﬁvTS,AwU/ A MAGICAL BN FLUTE!
THIS HAP 7D BE IT

T PREVENT ANYONE ELSE FROM FALLING VIETIN
o _THE .5?%; (PELL T MOLDEDP A LlAY STATUE

I BURIED THE STATUE WHERE I HAp Foung
THE FLUTE! SEVERAL DECAPES WENT By, BUT
I REMAINED UNVPER THE FLUTE'S SPELL/

AROUND THE DANGEROVS WSTRUMENT/!

T STAYEP HIDPEN) IV THE DEEPEST FART oF
THE BlG Woobs, WHERE PEOPLE SELOIM

VENTYRED! T SOUGHT CONSTANTLY FoR A wAaY
B BREAK THE SPEW BUT W VAN

INE DAY T DISCOVERGD THAT SOMEME HAD
FPouvp THE STATYE,BuT I OIov'T CHRE! THE FLUTE
BINE AND I FeuT IT waS RIR THE BEST/

T
. w\! : M ’

oINS,




SEVEN YEARS AGo , T SUCCEEPED IV DECIFHERING
SOME IMCRIPTIONS ABIVT THE SPELL! 70 BREAK
T ,A CHILD. woULP HAVE T PLAY THE
PAN FLUTE OV MIDSUMMER'S MGHT/

EACH MIDSUMMER'S MGHT FOR THE LAST

SEVEN YEARS | IT'VE GOTTEN A CHILP T PLAY

FOR ME ON A FLUTE I MapE MYSELE..
‘ ' ’

o BUT HTHOUT ANY SUCCESS ! THEN I FounlD
A NEWSPAPER A FEN WEEKS Abo,ANVD T
JAW MY STATUE WAS ON DISPLAY WV TOWN.

0 T wenr wto THE CITY 72 GET T/ T
PELIEVED THAT oLy THIS BARTICULAR FaN -
FLUTE COULD BREAK THE MAGC SPELL!

OO
LAYy,

BUTEVEN HAVING THE RIGHT )
FWTE DIDN'T HELP/ T MUST
LESIGN MY SELF TO MY FATE..

IF EVERYBODY'LL HOLD THEIR EARS WHILE T
PLAY \TLL BE GLApD T TRY AGAN!

IT WON'T DO
ANY Goop/

I'VE TRIED AND -
HoPep FoR So LoNG .« WE
NMGHT JUST AS WEW GIVE uP/




AVD THEN SomETHING
MRICULOUS HAPPENS.,
THE ARCHAEOLOGIST
BEOMES HIS

oLp SelF AGAan/

THANK HEAVENS / THE SPELL IS BROKEN! A
THOUSAND THANKS, EVERYONE! BUT T DonN'T
UNDERSTAND HOW.~
OR WHY 2/

THE EXPIANATION LIES IN THIE STONE T Founp
OVER BY THE EXCAVATION !/ THEREST OF THE
~ MISSING TEXT ABoUT THE FLWTE IS ON IT

- >

IN THE PRESENCE OF THE DaNOING PAN
THE FLTE IS TO BE PLAYEP 84 A CHILD
WHO WISHES FoR THE SPELL

™ BE LIFTED!

THAT WAS THE STONE T FoUND BUT T COULONT
MAKE OUT THAT MHSTIERIVS DETAL ABOUT
THE CHILD HAVING T wiSH PR THE
SPEUL'S BREAKING !

THAT'S NOT S0 STRANGE ! foU'RE AN
ARCHAEOLDGIST FROM A CENTURY AGD, AND
THE LAST PIECE OF “THE SCRIBBLE STANES'
GJOB was DECIPHEﬂED 0“’.—7 RECENTLY -




w TVE HEARD THAT AN ARCHAEOLOGIST | P NoW BEHAVE YoURSELF , PETER,0R THE
Bus 0 DISAPPEARED /MSTERIOUSLY SOMETIME IN BOGEMAN WILL COME AND 66T YoU! =
T THE LAST CENTURY ... WULD 10U BE HIM %

. | ' d i | - ) 0 . A0\ V]
T HOPE Yo'VE HIDIEN THE /MAGIC PLUTE..? S UEﬂEK m@ﬁ [}‘r@m[g
g, TS IN MY BACKPACK , AT

. #
THE REAR OF THIS CARRIAGE! S Lo\
il 5’“{‘,&

/ /9 Q . :

(fd

THAT'S JUST WHAT
WAs ’TEILLING You,
HONEY ! THERE'S

8¢ BUS/

A

N s§\

NOTHING MORE BORING
THAN TAKING A TRIP

T

e VD SOMEWHERE
OR OTHER THERE
/8 A LITTLE Boy
RUNNING ABouT
AND pLaving
A MAGIC
FPAN FLUTE.

~ UVLESS, OF

CHANGEP INTO A
PAN  HIMSELF.,.

COURSE , HE'S BEEN

AisAon -£8

@



[CONTINUED FROM INSIDE FRONT COVER]

pinkbellies, mass beatings, and other
nastiness.

I lie not. If you doubt me, enlist in the
Navy or any other armed service and
find out for yourself. All but #1 of the
above has happened to me.

As for myself, I just plain prefer the
funny-animal genre of comic book (like
Critters) and prefer to draw funny-
animals. I have had people come up to
me and ask, “Hey! Draw a picture of
me!” I reply, “What for? I see your face
at work every day. Why would I want a
picture of it?”” I rest my case.

I'm tired and going to bed.

FC1 David P. Cannon

F.PO. New York, NY 09538
PS: Mark Martin’s “Radical Dog” in
issue #30 is a dead ringer for one of my
shipmates. His nickname is “fat-cat.”

® Be all you can be, huh? If this letter
prevents just one Critters reader from
enlisting. . . —KT

Dear Mr. Thompson,

I'm afraid the decision to go single-
feature with Critters may have the oppo-
site effect on me. You see, with me it’s
because, with several choices each
month, there’s usually one that’s worth
the price of the cover. But the others
often enough aren’t something I'd buy.
So, you see, you may lose 2/3-3/4 of my
normal sales volume. I hope there’s not
too many others like me. . .I'd hate to
lose such a terrific magazine as Crit-
ters! . . . me being one of the faithful since
the beginning.

Actually, if there’s enough who like
Critters as an anthology instead of a
feature, you may decide to change your
mind back.

Sincerely,

Trevor Woofenden
Haydenville, MA

® So far, sales have picked up a wee bit
with the non-anthology format, so the
prognosis for our staying this way is
good. 1 do plan a Christmas return to
the anthology format, but that'’s a ways
away, isn't it?

Now for a letter from a one-time con-
tributor to Usagi Yojimbo. —KT

Aloha Kim,

I get a charge out of Kyle Rothweiler’s
“Duck ‘Bill’ Platypus.” What an original
and refreshing off-the-wall strip! His
little asides in the panels, i.e., Cloud
Neon, Two Left-Over Feet, Fakir Oats,
etc. (Critters #36) are reminiscent of the
marvelous Smokey Stover by Bill
Holman. I love a good funny strip that
tickles the intellect as well as the ribcage.
Congrats to Kyle on that score!

Dave Thorne
Kailua, HI

©® You know, it’s a funny thing, but while
Kyle's work has met with a lot of resis-
tance among part of the readership, his
Jfellow cartoonists love his work—almost
to a man! I think this means I'm onto
something here, and I hope the reluctant

readers will pick up the next issue, which
is an all-*‘Platypus’’ issue. —KT

Dear Kim,

Let me apologize for calling Andrea
Feldman a man. That was completely my
mistake. When I wrote the letter about
Omabha the Cat Dancer all I remembered
was two letters that didn’t like it. I mean,
in comic fandom the chances that they
were both male were pretty good, don’t
you think? But that is no excuse and I'm
sorry I confused the gender of Ms. Feld-
man.

As for the violent attack on me be-
cause I defended Omaha, 1 have to take
the Fifth. I went back and re-read the
letter in question, thinking maybe I wrote
some terrible, hate-filled message. But
I found the letter I remembered writing.
A tongue-in-cheek plea for people to
read Omaha and hopefully like it. I
wasn’t ugly or mean anywhere in the let-
ter. Can Ms. Feldman say the same in
her letter?

I'm sorry if this isn’t the letter that Ms.
Feldman wanted, but I refuse to apolo-
gize for something that I didn’t write. I'm
sorry she took it the wrong way.

John F. Holland
Westwego, LA

® You guys don’t fool me—it’s love at
first sight, isn’t it? Anyway, here’s
another letter from Holland. —KT

Dear Mr. Thompson,

After reading Critters #31, 1 finally
decided to write you a letter. About one
year ago I did not know that a comic
book like Critters existed (I collect quite
a lot of comics, but mostly Marvel, DC,
and Gladstone Disney comics) until Fred
Milton answered a fan letter and wrote
me that his strip “Gnuff” was being
published in Critters, and being a big fan
of his work I ordered your comic through
my local shop. The first I got was #24.

After reading 8 issues I can tell you
what I think of Crirters: it’s grear!

Although the best strip is still “Gnuff,”
“Fission Chicken” and “Angst” are also
fantastic! When I first read “Lizards” I
did not like it very much, but after a few
more stories I'm really starting to like
them.

“Lionheart” can’t get me really ex-
cited; there is nothing wrong with the art,
but the story is not always that com-
prehensible for someone from Holland
(I follow the main items of your politics,
but some of the political jokes are hard
to understand, but I did get the Ollie
North jokes!)

“The Blue Beagle” strip has also some
political satire, but this strip is, in my
opinion, much better than “Lionheart.”

Rene Stoops
Tubahof 15
4876ZM Etten-Leur
The Netherlands

® Rene requested that we print his whole
address, which sounds suspiciously like
a plea for pen pals to me. See you next
month! —KT
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