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EDITORIAL

Covers sometimes indicate “hello”’ here at Crit-
ters; this particular one, however, is a ''good-
bye’ cover, as it effectively wraps up at least the
first cycle of ““Lizards.”” After illustrating some-
thing like 65 pages of the strip, Ron Wilber has
elected to move on, and at this point we're not
sure if John Holland will be continuing the series
with a new artist; putting it on indefinite hiatus;
trying to set it up as its own comic; or what.
Regardless, we hope you've enjoyed the gently
told, meditative “‘adventures’’ of Dweezil and his
scaly friends these past few years. . .and we'll
keep you apprised on John and Ron's future
endeavors, together or separately. And thanks to
Tom Luth for leaping into the breach and con-
tributing yet another marvelous coloring job.

Another great one-pager starts off this issue,
this time from Stephen DeStefano, best known for
his wild work on DC Comics’ 'Mazing Man;
he will soon be seen in a new series from DC,
Hero Hotline, and is guesting in the next issue
of Itchy Planet. Buy all his comics because
they're swell!

And say hello to Fission Chicken, who has
rested his wings and will now be back for at least
five consecutive issues—including next issue,
where he gets his first full-color front cover—a
thrilling watercolor job by the insuperable |.P.
Morgan! Can you afford to miss it? I think not!

—KIM THOMPSON

LETTERS

Lars Harthoej
Copenhagen, Denmark

Critters, att. Kim Thompson:

I picked up Critters around #12, primarily
to keep track of Milton's “Gnuff” It ran in
the Danish Woody Woodpecker magazine
(Soren Speette) from early ‘83 until the
magazine folded in ‘85 (probably due to the
selling of the Woody copyrights). For in-
stance, only the first two episodes of the,
prehistoric trees story were published back
then (the last ones before the magazine clos-
ed). The newer stories are currently publish-
ed only in a newspaper and are collected in
“albums” only after considerable time.

What a nice surprise to find so many other
fine stories in Critters. To me they represent
areally fine innovation of the funny animal
genre, even though I get the impression that
the idea is not all that new over on your side
of the pond. I bought the back issues down
to #4 relatively quickly and have bought
every issue since.

I didn't like the first episode of “Fission
Chicken” particularly, even though I thought
the art was great—tasteless and unprofes-
sional in a refreshing and completely charm-
ing way. No, it was the story I thought was
silly. But then the marketing experts came



along, with a hilarious satire on the world
of commercials and aggressive sales strate-
gies. “Fission Chicken” is the best super-
hero parody this side of the early “Super
Goof” stories by Paul Murry!

Van Horn's “Angst” is a favorite. There’s no
“real” action in it, but the expressions and
poses of the characters make sure it's not all
in the dialogue. These stories are tragic and
funny at the same time, with a wonderful
anecdotal feel.

I also enjoyed the new “Nelson Ground-

thumper” story in #27. Usagi Yojimbo is a fine
comic book, but it tends to be a bit too
somber and tight-lipped. Nelson is a lot
funnier.
" As a Pogo fan, Il look forward to your
may-be annoucement concerning this strip.
I've picked up Kelly’s Christmas Classics and
Springtime Tales, issued by Eclipse these past
months, and it seems like they have quite
a bit a material to draw on there. These
books also contained ads for another Eclipse
book titled Zot! Made me realize where “Fis-
sion” got those weird metal bands around
wrists and ankles.

To round things off, I have a few
questions:

1) Is there a chance that you will reprint
Critters #1, 2 and 3? Or a collected version
of “Birthright 1" at least?

2) A few months ago I ran across a won-
derful 12-issue SF series Fantagraphics/Up-
shot published a few years back: Dalgoda.
The local SF and comics specialty shop here
in Copenhagen was all out of Dalgoda #4,
however. Could you tell me whether there
will be any sort of reprint of Dalgoda in the
foreseeable future? (This doesn't really con-
cern Critters, but who else at Fantagraphics
should I write?)

® Well, I'd like to wait and see what happens
with *'Birthright III'" before seriously consider-

ing a reprint of *'Birthright'’—and no, there are -

no plans to reprint early issues. (There’s so much
stuff on the market now, it would seem just a little
greedy to glut it further by reprinting old issues
on top of everything else.) As for Dalgoda, the
issue you want is available from Fantagraphics
Books for two bucks plus 50 cents postage and
handling (or $1.50 for air mail). I understand
there is a black-and-white collection of the entire
series in the works from one of our distinguished
competitors (hint: the publisher used to edit
Amazing Heroes), so keep your eyes peeled for
it.

Fission Chicken'’s metal armbands are a pretty
common funnybook costuming element and prob-
ably not borrowed from Zot! (which is itself de-
rived from a number of sources).

Copenhagen, huh? Greatest city in the world:
in addition to everything else, one of the few cities
with a museum dedicated to a single cartoonist,
the legendary Storm. Petersen. (Comics fans on
a whirlwind tour of Europe owe it to themselves

to check this out.) And if things keep deteriorating
on this side of the Atlantic puddle, Copenhagen
is definitely where you'll find me when the
millennium rolls around. '
Speaking of Pogo, all Pogo fans owe it ‘to
themselves to check out The Fort Mudge Most,
a terrific Pogo fanzine, full of rare art, articles,
and more. It’s published by Steve Thompson (no
relation) of Spring Hollow Books, 6908 Went-
worth Avenue So., Richfield, MN 55423. Ten
dollars will net you a year's subscription. Tell ‘em
Critters sent ya. —KT

Roy D. Pounds II
Azusa, CA

Dear Kim,
Finally, after collecting the entire run
(#1-28) of Critters, I promised myself that Id

write you a note to tell you how muchAl en-

joyed your magazine.
Maybe I waited a bit too long... -
Steve Gallacci’s “Birthright” I & I brought
my attention to the magazine, but I soon

discovered that many of your other “con-
tributors” were just as good, if not better!

(Well, maybe funnier.)

I enjoy Stan Sakai's Usagi series, as much
as the “Birthright” stories. Both are good old
“Rock-um-sock-um” type adventure, with a
different “twist.” )

Then there's the work of Ty Templeton and
J.P. Morgan, which rarely fails to make me
laugh hysterically. “Fission Chicken” is one
of my favorites because it is so “off the wall,”
while Ty Templeton's “Treasure Map Story”
gave me hope that there are cartoonists out
there that can draw well, and be funny at
the same time. (Maybe I'm being nostalgic.
I remember reading Pogo when I was six—
and that was a long, long time ago!)

Tom Stazer’s “Lionheart” series is always
good for a chuckle. I find his humor a bit on
the “dark” side, though. Maybe it's because
it’s almost like watching one of the many
‘cop shows” that predominate the tube
nowadays.

I can't help but read “too much” between
the lines in Freddy Milton’s “Gnuff” series.
I feel kinda sorry for the “Dragons” because
they seem to be reduced to a “minority”
class of creatures, when once, they nearly
ruled the “Earth.”

Sam Kieth's comic style reminds me very
much of the delicate rendering style of my
friend Paul Fish's work. I think that’s one of
the reasons I like “De Grand Wa-zoo" series.
I was annoyed in issue #23 when Sam de-
cided to “end” it all for everyone involved.
Just when it seems like we're making some
progress against the nuclear madness, the
sight of these gentle characters being
obliterated is very disturbing. (Maybe it was
a meteorite impact—oh, well.)

My favorite part of each issue though is
the “letters” column where readers are en-
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couraged to write their views, and illustrate
them as well. As far as I know, Critters is the
only magazine in the “funny animals” genre
that does this. I like seeing the work of “up
and coming” artists, all in the hope that I can
someday say, “Oh yeah! I first saw his work
in Critters!”

Well, I would like to sit and write a sen-
tence on each strip, but I'm not a “comics
critic,’ and I'm rapidly running out of paper
space. I really enjoy your magazine and I
hope you keep up the good work!

® Also, you were about to run out of quotation
marks. *‘De Grand Wa-Zoo'' and Is are not dead
and gone—in fact, I should be announcing a
special project involving these characters some-
time soon. —KT

Andrea Feldman
Providence, RI

Dear Kim,
Tim Fuller is getting better! Great cover!

. The thing I don't like about his stories. . .and

the other stories in the issue. . .is the ex-
cessive parodying! Oliver North and Walt
Disney...Il let that pass! But...Stazer’s
parody of Mr. X (one of my favorite comics,
don't you know!) was. . .no, wait. Why am
I'talking to Kim Thompson? I should ask Mr.
Stazer himself. So, Mr. Stazer, does it bother
you to practically copy other people’s char-
acters? Personally, I liked your un-parodied
“Lionheart” stories better. Nonetheless, I en-
joyed the issue. The stories may have been
slightly unoriginal, but they were still good.

The enclosed drawings are both of my
detective horse character, “Lola Dunsay.”
One is done on scratchboard, creating a
white on black negative image—a bit of a
departure from my usual stuff, but I like the
effect.

® Given the political satire of that particular
"“Lionheart"” story, the parodies just seemed to
work naturally. The next Lionheart, which
appears in Usagi Yojimbo #12—currently on
sale, in fact—has no parody characters at all.
Thans for the drawing of your character, which
appears (assuming our printer can cope with the
heavy blacks and thin white lines) below.

See you all in a month or so! —KT
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THAT'S ALLT
NEED, TO BREAK THE

KINDA LATE,
ISN'T (T, SON?

Iy

J




HOW'RE ALL RIGHT T GUESS. ABglEJ?DI}’ 7 OIE\EL}\(LLY

YOU FEELING ? I HAD A NIGHTMARE. WOULD LIKE TO KNOW
WHAT HAPPENED.

".m‘“','milili

COULDN'T

ALL RIGHT.
IF THAT'S THE WAY YOU WANT B/ REMEMBER
IT. T'M NOT GOING TO GET MAD I'M HERE WHEN YOU FEEL
AND YELL AND SCREAM. LIKE TALKING,DWEEZIL.

THERE'S
NOTHING TO
TELL.

I FELL DOWN.




C'MON DWEEZ !/

I'M COMING!

HEY, DWEEZ ,

IMAGINE FLYING OVER

THE EDGE INTO THE
WILD BLUE !

WHAT'S




WHAT \F
HE FALLS ?

GET AWAY
FROM THAT EDGE!

NOT
LIKELY.

I WORRIED

WHAT'S THE GRIPE ,BRO? T AIN'T
THAT HE MIGHT

GONNA SWAN DIVE, Y’ KNOW?

YEAH, DWEEZIL,
BEAR 1S CAREFUL.
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MORNING DWEEZIL.
YOU'RE UP EARLY.

.

SO ///; ;ﬂ'////

GOTTA BOOK.
PROMISED BEAR
T'0 MEET HIM...




SOMEBODY ELSE HA¢ BEEN HERE

0, 1T QE&MS’

Y ANP IF T
PAPER BOAT 1S fom
KIND 0F TOY THEeY
ARE REALY GIANTS!

PRaFLaan OH (EAH - HE WANTED Y Mws 1s THE sLang OF AcHv-Ac) | T
D SAIL 0.
DRYGRHALLS NORTHSEA IN A PAPER RECOGNIZE THE PLACE;

oAt/

BOAT REINFORCED WiTH
BBES WA/

HAVE YoV
BEEN HERE
BEFOREZ

- < _~ LoOKS LIKE HE WENT
=) A LITILE OFF COURSE!

§0 T SUGGESTED ME make THE ISLAND INTo ¢
A sfa FIR SENIOR CITIZENS, BUT “THE STUBBoRN
LD GOAT WAS AFRAID THE PROFIT MOTIVE Woulp
TARNISH HIS IMAGE AS A SELFLESS GEEKER
AFTER SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEPGE!

1 T THOVGHT
YoV waNTep

Yep/ I TRIEP TO TalLK THE PRO-
FESSOR INTO KEEPING HIS DIS-
COVERY OF THE FOUNTAIN -
OF YouTH HERE A SECRET, /i
BUT HE REFUSEY/ g

THIS BoAT
MLSTVE USED
Ur EVERY
NEWSPAPERA
IN TOWN /

HE Sap THE WATER
' WouLD Loge |TS POWER
AWAY FROM ACHU-ACHU/

) THERE'S NOTHING WRONG IN TRYING T0 MaKE
A LITTLE MONEY ON THE SIDE! IT COULD HAVE
FINANCED HIS FUTURE PROJECTS ! BUT WE
COULDN'T AGREE S0 T LET HIM &0 Fig
OWM WAY AND- ‘




HEY T mav oneeze ] VT BeTer Tace MAYBE THE OTHER

NOW AND THEN , BUT A Fepn Pils PeEoPLe ON THE

IT ISN'T. THAT 8AP ForR MY CoLp SHIP LANDED ON
WHILE I'™M STILL THE oTHER <IDE

THINKING

OF ‘THE \SLAND.?
ABYUT IT/

WELCOME 1D ACHU-ACHU/
TR DRYERHAL 2/
I THOUGHT HE'P BE TALLERZ

CHAIRMAN SIEGEL TOLD US

ABOUT ‘fovR LATECT
EXPEDITION/ '1
L\
¢ N

OUR OWN
PiaEON  SPIT-

GO0V GIRL METEORA! fou GOT
THROUGH AFTER ALL!

SO WE MEET AGAIN , PROFESSOR ! INFORTUNA- )
B TELY, MY PLANE WAS WRECKED
ON THE WAy BACK FRoM HERE!

AUMOET AW OF THE ACCIPENTS |
ARDUND HERE ARE CAUSED BY
THE SAME THING 7 ALL THE
PROBLEMS I'VE HAD WITH
MY VESSEL THE mrmvsy




YoU KNow THIS

/ 1 SNIFF# THE Bl4
CREAT... ER HER 2

DRAGON 2 10U MEAN
GARGANTUA 2

GoOD LORD , GNJFF/ YOoUR ALLERGIES
ARE GETTING OUT OF HanD/

NO-NO/ THAT WAS
THE BlG DRAGON/

SURE ! USVALLY SHE STAYS WITH US,
BUT ONCE IN A WHILE SHE GOES
OFF ON HER OWN...

THAT MEAN

WU CouLp

TALK TD
HER 2

PRETTY OLD ,ANP SHE CAN
GET CROTCHETY.. ESPECIALLY
WHEN SHE'S NOT
FEELING WELL.,,

THAT'S THE CREATURE
THAT SANK THE SHIP/

.AND WRECKED
My POOR
CLEMENTINE/

L WE CALL HER AUNT
GARGANTUA , BUT
CHE REALLY...




NO, T'M AFRAID THE ONLY WATY OF
DEALING WITH GARGANTUA 1§ TD

STAY OUT OF HER WAY UNTIL SHES
WELL AGAN..

 WELL, T'VE HAD RELATIVES LIKE THAT... BUT
AT LEAST THEY WEREN'T BIG ENOUGH TO STEP ONYOU?
ANYWAY CAN YoU GVE ME A HAND 2 .

THAT'S THE FOUNTAN OF
WUTH! FILL THE CANTEENS/

N~
" TevE —T'VE HAD A LITTLE 0
MUCH! BUT Yov'LL NEep

T WHEN WE GO OVER
THE PASS/

SO0 AFTER , THE FIVESINE SETS oUT ov
ITS TREK ToWARDS THE BASS...

WHY DD WE HAVE TP Gp IT'P? TAKE T

MUCH TME TD

VT pe QI T 0UST HOPE WE 66T THRoUGH

PEST IF oV NI THERE BERRE GARGANTUA
Folow ‘ CoMES BACK!
Wil

OVER T THE STHER S1PE2

EXPLAIN - T'UL TELL

WE REACHED IT/ALL
WE HAVE TD DD IS
GET FAST THe NEST/

INTHE ONLY

T SEE GARGANTUA
BUILT HER NEST

ON THe 1SLanp!

Fagg




v

E

... DDESN'T HEL TRAF- 3 / \lga - THATS THE
| FIC ARoUNP HERE MUCH! )(  (rUATION IN A NUTSHELL! |

'),, g LTI,
i
i

HERE WE ARE AT LACT/
THE POTATO FIELDS!

Y/

’ GET SOME Woop! MAKE A Fire!
WE'LL HAVE BolLEP POTATOES
FOR BREAKFAST / LoTS OF THEM [

WE'WL HAVE FRIEP PDTATOES FOR SUP-
PER , AND TODMORROW ... MAYBE EVEN
MASHEY PuTAaToEs!

YWU'VE 60T
PoTATOES ON THE BRAIN/

/ THESE AREN'T JUST ANY OLD
POTATOES .- THESE ARE THE
POTATOES OF OLD AGE!

THEY mMAKe
ANYONE WHD
JTH

THAT EVEMING o AVP SEVERAL TIMES THAT NIGHT, THE

GARGANTYA y CASTAWAYS ARE AUAKENED...




WU FoRGDT
™ TAKe ‘UR
PIU,
GNUFF/

 THe iwav SHE SNEE2£ vouD THINK \/ TiL BET HeR
GARGANTUA Hap SPENT HER LIFE - | SNEE2ING GOT
PUSTING ﬂi‘ucg IN A MUCEUM/ V}’f.,?fq T/S;ggf
ANWAY SHE KINPA (ooKS

LE A MUSEUM PIECE HERSEF WITH

HERSELF! AL
ELF! ALFALFA!

I wag HoPING WE
Coulp CAlL Fo/&

THE NEXT BAY,0N THE OTHER SIDE OF THE ISlAND.

We weke weky T GeT N (4 M }7,;
BY THE REEF AND AU THOSE | 4
WHIRLPOOLS By JOVE! /s

LET'S Take & Lok
ABOUT ! PERHAPS THERE ArE
NATIVES oN THIS ISlaNp!

L/ cooLp THAT B€

A PASS LEADING Ty
THE O0THER SIDE OF

4 THERES ONLY A SMalL
STRIP WITH VEGETATION
AWNG THE SHORE! THE
REST OF THE ISLAND IS
STeeP CLIFFS RISING
TOWARDS THE
INTERIOR /

TAKE A LOOK
AT IT LATER/

U 1 sav, WiTH Al THIS RUPDY FoG ABOUT THE N
ISLAND NO FPASSING SHIP WILL EVER BE
ABLE TD PISCOVER
VS HERe .,

DoESN'T 1T
EVER LUFTZ




U THAT CAME MONSTER ALSO SHIPWRECKED

us/ SINCE WE SHARE A CoMMON FATE,
PERIAPS oU CAN TELL US ABowT THE \
PLACE AND SHOW US AROUND A BITZ )

my NAME 1§ ). PHINEAS PHROGG ® ..IM
HERE THANKS T THAT PRaGoN UP IN
THE PASS ! WHD

ARE Yo 2

/ WEVE BOTH BeeN Heee FOR A LONG TIME,
BUT TIME HAS LITTLE MEANING ON ACHU-ACHI.

BEFORE WV GET Tdo DEE? INTO THe
> PHILOSOPHY, CAN You TEW US WHERE
THE PRINKING WATER 1§ 2 TM THIRSTY!

THERE'S NOT MUCH TD TEW/ THERE'S
A (RA2Y EXPLORER OVER ON THE 0THER
CIDE OF THE Istanp.. T CaN'T STAND HIM)
<0 WE Eﬁ% p KEEP TO OUR OWN

’ DON'T REMINDG ME OF WATER! THE SPRING IS oVER |

BY THE woops! A
1S SOMETHING WRoNG
WrTH THE WATER 2

A BIT LATER.. [, TP SUGGEST Wwu Go €AY
—| oN THE WATER/

MHAS A THATS 1T EXACTL! | P ONCE T HAP A BUSNESS CEUING ELIXNIR w

cumoogT \WU'RE PRINKING "HAPPY WATER", T CAULED IT/ MATBE IT WAS
,gF‘rERlTAS |2 FROM THE FOUNTAN A TWIST oF FATE THAT BROUGHT ME HERE
};T&gé gﬁg OF YuTH / ™ THIS CURSED

wAaTer !




WHATS §0 BAD ABOUT THAT 2

T DARE SAY WECAN ALL
STAND TO BEA LITTILE ‘1ouNGeR!

YoU CAN SAT THAT Now, BUT JUST WAIT/ 1OV
DON'T wanT T BE_TDO WUNG 00 V2 [

U SEEM T BE HOLDING W
UP RATHER WELL!

' RE FORCEV TP DRINK
THIS WATER ¢ THERE ISN'T ANY OTHER/

ARE THE LAST POTATES T HAVE LEFT/

THESE FPOTATOES CONTAIN AN anNTipoTe!
BUT THEY ONLY GRow ON THE pTHER SIDg OF
THE PASS, ANP ) CAN'T GET ANY MORE
WHEN THE PRAGON IS UP THERE/! THEGE

L0 THAT'S WHY HEre INE ARE..STANDING
THE &V SEEMS BEFORE THE FAUNTAIN oF

80 STRAINED/ Yoy TH. AND INSTEAD OF A
BLESSING 1 T'S A CURSE/

ON THE OTHER SIDE OF ACHY -ACKY, THE ¢AST-
AWAYS MRKE A NEW ATTEMPT T2 CALL
FOR HMHELP FRoM TME oVTSIPE NIRLD...

AND CPITFIRE WOULDN'T
WANT TD FALL BEHIND WHEN
HE'S FLYNG WHTH A 6IRL!

AT LEAST WEVE IMPROVED
O0UR CHANCEZ/ NOW We
KkNow THAT METEORA
CAN MAKE THE TrRIP/

AND NOW THERE'S
MASHED PBTATOES

LUCKILY, ND.. BECAUSE THERE'S
NOTHINA ELSE T EAT oM
THIS SIpe OF THE ISLAND,
AND WE CAN AL AFFORD
» GR2W A LITTLE!

Yl
GET TIREV
OF POTATOES,




IF WEVE UNDERSTDOD YoU RIGHT |, THE L/
POTATOES ON THIS SIDE OF THE ISLAND
MAKE PEOPLE OLD.. BUT THE WATER ON
THE OTHER ;’cmeN/}nAKcs THEM YOUNG
GAIN ;

T'VE BEEN STUDYING THE STATUES THAT ACHU-
ACHU'S NATIVES PUT UP CENTURIES Aso /!

ANp THATS THE TRAGIC STORY oF THIS (SLAND/

THEY MUST HAVE BEEN A PoOWERFUL TRIBE |
To BE ABLE TD MAKE THESE @GIANT &
STONE HeADs !

- <]

N

P

o-ae:«/
— il

YES ,AND T GUeN BELIEVE THEY WeRE CET)
UP To FRIGHTEN AWAY CREATURES LIKE
THE ONE UP N THE FAge/

WHEN T HAD TD LIVE OFF ACHU-ACHU'S
RESOURCES I FIGURED oUT THE REST OF IT/

WEW BY BALANCING A
DIET OF WATER AND PoTATSES |
THE NATIVES WERE

ALMOST ABLE TP LIVE
LMosT LFoMVBK

r0s

« UNTIL UNFORTUNATE
DEVELOPMENTS




IT SEEMS THAT THE PRAGONS BULT THER
NEST UP IN THE Pass CENTURIES AGO! T

BEUEVE GARGANTUA MUST 86 ONE OF THE
LAST OF THOSE ANCIENT PRAGONS !

AND WHEN 1T CAUGHT A coLp,
IT CAME BACK TD 118 OLO HOME

> RECUPERATE !

Y ¥ES, AND WHEN TME DRAGONS SETTLED N UP

THERE TD BREED , THE NATIVE POPULATION WAS

CUT IN TWG.. JUST LIKE WE ARE Now/

r) ON THIS SIPE, THEY HAD TP EAT THe foTa-
TES THAT ARE THE ONyr FodD HERE, AND
BECAUSE THE WATER HERE WAS NORMAL

THEY QUICKLY
GREW OLp/ THAT'S WHY WE HAP TD
PRING WATER WITH VS

FromM THE OTHER SIDE!

EXACTLY! T BELIEVE THESE RESERVOIRS
WERE PUG To STORE THE MAGIC WATER BROVGHT

FrRoM THE OTHER SIDE OF ACHU-ACHL!

/ TVE EVEN TRIED TD GRoW FOTATOES ON THE |
OTHER SWE oF THE ISLAND , BUT [T PIDN'T
WoRK ! THE WATER DESTROYEP THE EFFECT
Ag THET GREW! Anp THE PEOPLE LIVING
OVER THERE DLURING THE CRISIS PERIOD
$ooN TURNED INTO. BABIES!

J

q

YES , IT's IMPOSSIBLE!

AND You (AN'T GET ¥
AND |F ‘v TRY TP TAKE

ACROSS THE (SLAND

WITHOVT TAKING THE ) A BoaT You RISK BEING
PASS BECAUCE OF v’ SWALLOWED UP BY THE MUGE
WNIRLPOOLS! THOSE STRETCH

THE CUIFFS! {
Tl Aw THE waY VT TD THE Fod
BANKS , WHERE EVERWBOPY
) aets LoCTw

IWHEN THE BREEDING SEASON WAS OVER,
FEEBLE OLD PEoPLE TOTTERED UP THE PASS
FROM ONE Sipg ANP LITTLE BABIES

CRAWLEP P “FRoM THE OTHER ..BUT ONE

Dalf ;THE NESTING SEASON LASTEP A UTTLETIO
LoNG ! NO 6NE WAS LEFT/ rrpremerere s

V THAT CRA2Y PROFEA-
SoR's THEORIES MUST
HAVE GIVEN You A
FEROCIOYS ‘
APPETYTE/! ]




METEORe AND SPITFIRE ARE
STUL oV THEIR WAY ... IF 17 Hapn'T
BEEN FOR METEORAG, SPITFIRE
MIGHT HAVE TAKEN 1T EASIER,.,

oN THE OTHER SIPE OF ACHU-ACHY,
SPIRITS ARE A UITTLE MH/IGHER...

/JDST WAIT ‘TiL {ouR
FPANTS WoN'T FIT No
MATTER HOW HIGH
Yov ROLL THEM vP/

HeY, capTaiN/
SToP THAT/
YL OVERVOSE!

PRECISEN ! ANP

S00N YoU'LL HAVE A

BUNCH OF BABIES TD

TAKE CARE OF/ S0 BE
CAREF

NOW ,NOW ! SOMEONE OF YoUR AGE
SHOULDM'T SMOKE (




LaTeR.., THE
MacIC WATER
HAS BEEN
USep P,

URG { T'M GETTING PRETTY N
SICK OF PPTATOES!

OH ,woUL'lL GET USED TO
THem 1N A Few YEARS !

SPITFIRE AND METEORA |
Wi GeT THRouGH/!

HEWP coylp BE

YWeAH , IF WE LIVE
THAT LONG! THIS
BLASTED ISLUNPD IS
GETTING ON MY NERVES

P4

V THE PIGEON SCpUTE WILL SURELY SEND OUT
A CPECIAL RESCUE EXPEPITION/

)/ WHMH LTS OF MEpALS FoR THE
y VOLUNTEERS WHO COME AloNG !

THAT'W PROBABUY JUST GET
US A BUNCH OF SHIPWRECKED

U'RE BEING AW-]

S Dunlcl OF S FULLY NEGATVE !
: CAN'T WE EAT IN

PEACE 2/

\

) IT CeemMS To ME OU'RE GETTING MIRE AND
MORE PEEVISH AND GRUMPY, oL2 mAN !/ T WONDER
IF IT's A SIGN OF SENILITY 2

eemeTtH/!

TNAT'S ENOUGH
OF THAT YoUNG FeLlow!

BUT WE AREN'T BOYS ANY MORE | GNUFF/ |
WE'RE THE NEXT GENERATIONCAN'T wpu GEE
IT-0R ARE YOUR FaCULTIES FAILING .GRAN{PA

IT'$ NOT NICE TD MAKE FUN OF YUR ELDERS!
YU OVGHT TV SHOW MUCH MORE RESPECT
FoR THE GENERATION FoRGEp 8¢ THE FIRES
OF HFE'(Ag'aD( /smewémezvep BY EXPERIENCE,
m -

WouLp YoU SToP NG
SRANGEA 2‘59 CAUWING ME

=7

N& 7
/
e

(™0 8 aoNcLuvED)



THERE ONCE WAS A BIRD His 308 WAS To WoRK “THEN ONE DAY, A BADLEAK. TS KILLING HIM INSTANTLY,
WITHA MISSION: NUCLEAR FISSIoN; | POSED HIM FOOT TO BEAK... : THE END.
V4 Q\/
T E0a00 L
DC
=\ =

... NONE OF THE
WHEREIN THE ULT

4

sy Foke A
PRAY ITDOESN'T Oz, %

HAPPEN TO...
You!

Q_,
7

CAFETORIUM ASSEMBLY AT NEEKBURG HIGH SCHOOL

. ESKI

... AND YOU KNOW , WITHOUT NUCLEAR
POWER, WE'D ALL FREEZE IN THE DARK!
UNLESS YOU'RE AN ESKIMO.., ANY

IN THE AUDIENCE 7 HA HA...

ABOVE HAS ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE STORY YOU ARE ABOUT TO READ: AN ACTION-PACKED TALE
IMATE CHICKEN MUST BATTLE HIS EVIL DOPPELGANGER , JUST LIKE MOST OTHER SUPER-HERQES ...

ALD. <
Sl MR REE

...HA...WELL,LET'S SEE

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN TIMMY,
HERE, HOLDS ONTO THIS VAN

AHEAD , TIMMY, IT'S SAFE )

DEGRAFF GENERATOR ... (@0 ﬁ




ON END! AND ELECTRONS HELP FORM ATOMS , RIGHT 7

G ]

DOES IT MAKE ANYTHING
ELSE STANDONEND ?

AND FOR OUR NEXT EXCITING TR|CK‘.a
WE LL NEED ANOTHER VOLUNTEER FRoM
THE AUDIENCE! HOW ABOUT You

THERE, IN THE PLAID SHIRT 7

AT &a |

... AND WOULD You LOOK AT THAT,KID57 THE ELECTRONS
FROM THE GENERATOR ARE MAKING SIMMY’5 HAIR STAND

iy o0

il

A3 d!g‘(l"'i. i)
ko

N "’I
(Il

Wil | o
[\ ‘.H' HUUUO 7 i
8
—
g S 2

A
Rl il
!

INELL, HERE'SA
BiG GLASS OF
SODA FOR FRED!

/

i

EH77 WHY FRED, HOLD [T—THIS
IT's JUST DIET STUFF (S MADE
SODA IS THIS, ! WITH MUTA-SWeeT!

ANYWAY 2

ll




rANo SOME PEOPLE CAN'T DRINK THAT $TUFF
WITHOUT THEIREVES SIWELLIN' UP AN’
GETTIN' THE SHAKES AN’ HEPRT ATTACKS

o 1\

MUTA-SINEET, BUT THE FDA SUDDENLY

APPROVED [T AN' THE GUYS HEADIN' THE

I ) Uk
I ;\‘“\ Tkl

s

|

WWELL , FRED, NOW THAT | THIS 0101
YOU'RE DONE , I HAVE A

LITTLE CONFESSION

f

fi:

NO...8uT IT DIDCONTAIN
RADICACTIVE ISGTOPES !
A GREAT Bl DOSE, HAHA

Y

L QUL
1 ‘ | ONEL E
I'M GONNA

)
hzs,nws RIGHT—YOU'RE "gZ "I K CLICK Y HOW DO

RADIOACTIVE NOW! HERE, B Jou FeEL
Listen o THs cetaer  ACHICKLICKS, "recor”

COONTER - e CLKKKKK

7 KKR §
¥

i
M\\!!l!! v
e

Wl

i
i

A

)

R
“\ \
\
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YO ,FRED! DON'T DIE OH,ER... | WHY HELLO,
. JUST YET... I'VE GOT HELLO, OR. LiVerauT! {T}
SOMETHING NEAT TO FISSION HELLO, KiDs !

SHOW YA!

Wiy

_-" (" HEY,FISSION CHICKEN
S PUNCH HMOUT FOR
) POISONIN' FReD!?

WI-DOOOPS !! THE NUCLEAR WASTE
FELL DOWN INSIDE YOUR I’AN'I'S"

\\wyegs "//

,

AAAAAAAAA'AAEEEE

Y e { DONT SWEAT T,
I GONNADO? { YOU'RE Not
S RADIOACTIVE ...

7 | HEARD YOU WERE HAVING T UM, WHERE'D
A SHOW AND [ JUST WANTED &bU(:eT
TO SHDN THIS NUCLEAR WASTE 27
TO EVERYBODY...HERE'S WHAT LAg
PLUTONIUM SQUNDS LIKE !

Il

BUT WHAT
(] neouT Me?

' "

HEY, IT'S ALL PART OF THE SHow, KIDS ! SEE THIS suowa’
RING , HERE? WHEN IT'S PUSHED UPTO THE TOP, IT MAKES
THE GEIGER COUNTER GO WILD... THAT SODA DIDN'T HAVE
ANY 1SOTOPES N IT! FVNNY HUH7 THEY USE THIS TRICK

RRRRCKU@ R

CLICK. .. C'sz,, Slice

GET IT, KID5? NUCLEAR POWER (S SUST A Bla HA- HA"‘
JUST LAPF |TOFF ! DON'T WORRY ABOUT RADIATION OR PLUTO-
‘NIUM OR LEAKY WASTE DUMPS OR MELT DOWNS! FORGET
ABOUT THREE MILE ISLAND OR CHERNOBYL OR THe SL-1 1!
YOU'RE NOT Supposso hid 'nhNK ABOUT BAD THINGS LIKE THAT oR omien]

THAT WASN'T |
[ NUCLEARWASTE
- ATALL...

’ I'LL SUSTBET 3

iy
l"

2,
.......




LATER....

| Viow canre posuct B mmmmm... X mames, |
" HE DID IT AGAIN, CROUTON!

THINGS WITH A NAME
HE MADE A SHAMBLES OUT LIKE THATTITS AGANST P < 010 THAT
OF MY DEMONSTRATIONL... PROGRESS! (F ONLY HE'D ]

EQUIPMENT 4% MORN

READ SOME ANRANT... 2% ARRIVE YET? )%

" l\) ,‘:"\”' //,\\\‘\!,’l‘ N4t ‘|,
/
[y

WIS —
b ~\ e [ «

' ) " - -
! . oy d / ) g £ -

I C— 3o o 1 N ) lumam
ﬂ | . v ) | / / |

'l. Il& 4 . . g ! ) )
N ey [ coL N\, \
I [

> WHAT!ITDID 2! WHY DIDN'T YOUTELL ME 3 [ 'ToN

THESUPRLY- ) AT LAST! IVE BEEN WAITING g'xz
THAT lﬂSTEAD OF TALKING MYEAR OFF 2! ZW'“R'" T",'?emgpggfﬁi COME ON , HELP
ol e |e u-:‘. o ) - é

UMMM, WHATISIT IT'S SOMETHING THAT WILL. ; IT'S A VORTOY® PERSONNEL DUPLICATOR
ANYWAY,DR.LIVERGUT? | COUNTERACT THE ANTICS MODEL DVE®f WE CAN MAKE QUR OWN
Y OF "ANTI" FISSION CHICKEN ... FISSION CHICKEN WITHTHIS . .. QNE
Y AN

~ WHO'LL DO WHAT WE WANT! HA!
FU L | f' g




...BUT DacTorR, Y NOT TO WORRY — ALL WE HAVE TO DO "(ou HAVE THE YESSIR .. , ZAHEM” " CONGRATULATIONS!
WON'T THE REAL \ 15 TO CHANGE THE DUPLICATE'S FEATURES | | INSTRUCTIONS? | 40U HAVE SELECTED THE AINEST PERSON-
FISSION CHICKEN { ABIT! WE'LL AVOID COPYRIGHT INFRIN-| | READ THEM NEL DUPLICATOR AVAILABLE ! THE \lORToXe
OBSECT? MMT | (EMENT... No BiG DEAL , CROUTON! OFF TOME... { DVE WILL COPY MOST EMPLOMEES AND

0 OTHER LIFE FORMS QUICKLY AND AccU -
bt 9 RSO il SRR
il ‘

o]l 11!

ONLY THE MINIMUM CELLULAR SAMPLE ~"
H A 10557 T

[l )

|
‘ S !
@ R \ Q’ } / *Tj
j «@s&A 5 (]
("CELLULAR SAMPLE" 7! WE NEED A THE AD DION'T MENTION THIS! HOWARE 3. WHoO!
CELLULAR SAMPLE FROM FI5510N WE SUPPOSED TO GET CELLS FROM — {

CHICKEN !7 LET ME SEE THAT!

""""""

f

' @. ..'.l /.‘(
S L;ﬁ‘\“"“‘t‘«nﬂnm.‘ébf?t#“%{ yf'/ O TR
[ ...IT'S FISSIONCHICKEN, TT4/(" WHAT? THAT'S IT,
FIGHTING ZOME HIND OF M qzouTON—-'mlstI

MONSTER A FEW BLOCKS QUR BlG CHANCE!N
AWAY.., > COMEON, HURRY...

PN

RUMMBH
T BUBoOM) |

28



W.THE CHICKEN MIGHT LOSE AN

Y kS V) el

(pur, POFF). .. EXCUSE ME, BUT WASNT Fission gt “Jl, Lltner
ARM OR A TOE OR S0ME BLOOD | [ CHICKEN FIGHTING THIS MONSTER ST NoW? _/TELIE: SN E 00 o !
OR SOMETHING! LET' GETDOWN | | WHERE DID HE GO7 e ey I ‘
THERE QUICK!!

; TN
T [ DIDN'T VA S€E 7 HE 3UST FLEW OFF Y <
L TO (€T SOME CABLE TO TE THAT «

PRCTOS

h (0
‘\: | o : N \‘\‘ \\ ',
! - ‘ \ ot QS ----- . \‘ \
UL 0y S N - AR

JUST OUR LUCK, CROUTON - HE HEY TOM! LOOK AT THIS! THIS ) \yow! § ¢ THATS IT, CROUTON!

WASN'T HURT ATALL ! ($1GH).... FEATHER CAME OFFA FISSION 4 | yckyt | » THAT BOY THERE HAS

OH WELL, AS LONG AS WE'RE HERE, CHICKEN DURIN' THE FIGHT ! ) JUST WHAT WE NEED!
WE CAN GET OME SPECIMENS ~ TILL JUST CONVINCE HIM

OFF THIS MONSTER ...

: - 9D vee,
& 4T “;, A’"ﬂm" i l To PART WITH 1T

NS

LT m,
pplid

‘ ; \ ‘ S\ WA ES

Y4 | i O g
| - ( :

//// mmmle -

(KEEP QUIET, CROUTON, L WHY HELLOTHERE o MAN! ] 1. 4300 DoLars!!
I'tL DO ALL THE TAme)

A

LN\

N
mayee you X OH... BE QUIET
THATS ANICE FEATHER YoUHAVE! | | MERCENARYLITTLE '{ SEEMEDA ) AND LET'S GET BACK

| COLLECT THEM ‘foU KNow .., DELINQUENT... LITTLE TOO TO THE LAB...

WOULD You TRADE IT FOR AN ICE | EAGER,SIRT ) $300 DOLLARS :-..
CREAM CONE? ORA SUNDAE7 , A ey etz
HOW 'BoUT SOME COMIC BaKS 7

N} ASKATEBOARD? A BICYCLE 7EN?

'“m]nllb--. ' 1




0 | poyou Have THAT

—1 |ANDrow DovaHALL 1 -, ¥ UPTHEBIN WHILE
1 | MIXED, CROUTON? ) LIVERGUT! J' ™) apyusT THE
E ull"llllll,[ ], _FEATURE CONTROLS

=i
BN/

B ... ALL RIGHT, NOW... . THE.CELLULAR SAMPLE

= GOES |NTO THE GENETIC TEMPLATE DRAWER,

\\ HERE .. .THE PROTOPLASM BIN HAS TO BE
|IN__FILLED UP.... @

WHY.,..YoU KNOW, YOU'RE RIGHT! ...LETS | LovE TO \
EXPERIMENT,

e nal N
...(WHEW!) THERE , SIR! o oy UMM, WELL ,WOULD
IT BE FEASABLE TO 3UST ADD A LITTLE ENRICHED U-235
To THE MiX , AND $EE WHAT HAPPENS | SIR..

/ YES, WHAT
ALL FILLED UP! ano, uvm, T it

I JUST HAD A THQUGHT 7 ? f POWER THE DUPLICATE
(
. (
\ il
|
'/m 55

il WITH, um, URANTUM 72
R

IT WOULD UNDERSCORE
THE AToMIC ENERGY

ANGLE ...HMm?
)

U

<
l@ﬂ

QT

—

L

THeREL!  AND NOW, CROUTON —
THE MOVENT OF TRUTH!!
SWITCHON!!

2L

|GNITION!
HA HA

N

30



UM, $IR7? IS THE MACHINE SUPPOSED ) \ N
TO SHAKE LIKE THAT? <, ' R
-

QH, DON'T WORRY ABOUT (T...
IT SHOULD BE DONE IN ANOTHER

MINUTE, 1 THINK o. : . ¢ 3 N 7
’ , =7

z
g
3
£

( ! ‘
'||| Y( AND Now..,

P T v
...AND NOW THE YES,WELL...
M&ENT %TRUTH' NEVER MIND!! CLICK E"Aﬁmwu’(

EER T
EER

)
oy

T T T e W

O > W

Il )

N

IT WORKS ,m

” ER—HELLO? g0 o~
(aip) FunctioNinG! [[f crovon

) CAN You STEP

UMM...SIR? DOES FiSSION CHICKEN HAVE SHARP  Jiay

""'lmr PP OUT OF THeRe? JIl|  ACTIVATED! [} NORKS L
ETAILS, CROUTON — — e
ARE SUPPOSED To BE MINOR N S “NUKE

DIFFERENCES ! HMM...

vvvvvvv

22X
Ty

[
il

|




ROOSTER”...CAN ]

N TR T P
OKAY NOW... YOUR ‘
NAME [S “NUKE

NAME RECORDED:

Gooo,@ooo!

NUKE ROOSTER - | AND CANYOU

RECITE YOUR
(e ~=D PROGRAMT

[ p—

5 \

'k

I

g

)
A \\\\ |

NAME : NUKE ROOSTER .

V4% 1]

’ HE15,SIR
' . ]
|‘I % .

... THAT SHOULD B;q
PURPOSE : TO BOOST ATOMIC 'SPOKESMAN', NOT
POWER, AND ACT AS FIGUREHEAD 1} ‘FIGUREHEAD ... weLt,

FOR NUCLEAR INDUSTRY, (B1P) WHATEVER ! HA HA
! e N LOOK "Egmm
| Qe 22

SMILING...

?

I R4 .|.II.|I',|-|l[l’

. il
|~ R

D>

V

AN

P

s

A ,\'/‘4 /
ONE WHO WON'T GIVE A N G)
>4 \l\ >
/ }I" \ .
/o e A p

o
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< @ 7 \v
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3
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-
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WHAT ARE YOU

NOW, CROUTON, WE HAVE IVJEY.' S'l’OPﬁ

OUR OWN SUPERHERO TO
ENDORSE NUCLEAR POWER!

HAVE BURNT A HOLE
WAIT!

o BoOS
POWER . (BIP)

| (MPLEMENTING PROGRAM:
l T ATOMIC

ER... 40U REALLY SHOULON'T

HELP ME , CROUTON!

IN...
"

\
\

W\
\

¥ 1
Wt
Vot

1
Wl
iy

X

h ’

&

P
\

OH COME ON, $TOp....

.

2R

iy

JITRA

X7

TR Rt

el oS i

¥ .'0"1 g ;
N

CONVERT ME!

THE JERKS WHO TRY TO

el
— . " = N ,
\ A .
AN .\\ \ YIRS _dl s
YOU HAVE To STaP ¢ ’\'7 DO You WANT 50 YA INTERRUPTED ONE ‘4 HA HA, VERY FUNNY.., i
THATS ANORDER!! (= § UH- Y TO SEETHE ,um, LIVERGUT'S NUKE SHOWS AGAIN? | EVERYEODY ASSOCIATE
STOPISTOP! OH... INSTRUCTIONS, | | S'MATTER , FISH, DON'TTA ME WITH THAT CRAP!
. Y DR. LIVERGUT? LIKE NUCLEAR POWER?Z 4 YOU SHOULD SEE $OME OF

YOUR TURN
To BuyY!?

-

THIS EXCITING DRAMA TO BE CONTIN

VED...- |




ONCE UPON A TIME, THREE LOW-LIFE MUTANTS AND A
BIRD OF QUESTIONABLE ORIGINS HELPED A YOUNG MAN
CONQUER AN EMPIRE.

THEY FOUGHT OFF ONE-EYED CATS, TRIBES OF BUSHTOADS,
IMPERIAL SQUADRONS, AND THE EVIL LORD GEKKUS ONLY TO
COME FACE-TO-FACE WITH

THE CURSE OF THE BLOATED TOAD!

FROM THE PAGES OF THREAT! COMES THE MOST UNLIKELY
TRIO TO EVER SAVE THE UNIVERSE. THEY'RE NUTTY, THEY'RE
WACKY, YA GOTTA LOVE 'EM:

Tlhe

L

CATCH THEIR ACT!
by Jim Rohn

from

FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS




If you think
excellence in
comics means
more than just a
nicely rendered
issue of THE
Y X-MEN,

decade has besn the most exciting
.nmnm of comics—a seemingly end-
umvlm ublishers, new crea-
s o ths theve et o nees 8
Tk o

help you m
For 11 years now, The Comics Journal

sense of the fiek.

Reviews: In a field brimming with pro-
fanboys, lowbrows, and shils, the.
Joumal's critics ‘stand alone in offering
Tforat, insightl commentary (and ey
won' hestate (o make ground boef out of

i omeorous, i revows o s 4
houghtprovoking, e nm-mw o
fonated siroll through the cur

ic
ind it's buried half a
Gozen more i competion over e
years.

industry—an eclectic, iterate, muckraking
periodical that has striven 1o give some
‘much-needed dignity 1o this iek.

we ihink is publishing, just look a the
conton

News: Scrupulously-researched, far-
$

iler
Ratiogsand censahisp. . GamyTrudeau  tobe il i you hnk  magasne about
size. vs. Pat Oliphant

exist. .-then_you've never read The
in comics. .. State of the Ar: France  Comics Journal,

‘and Charies Burns. ..and morel

you'to give
itaty.

then THE COMICS
JOURNAL might be
precisely the
magazine you've
been waiting for.

—and we'll grant themn the 8pace 1o give
the inteligent replios.

BOOKS, 1800 Bridgegate St., #101, Westiake Vilags, CA 91361




