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EDITORIAL

I promised you last time that I'd
talk about this year’s Christmas
special issue of Critters, didn't I?
Okay. here goes. Time for some
shameless self-promotion.

Well, first of all. we're going to
have a lot of different cartoonists.
Last time I checked, the following
Critters regulars and semi-regulars
had agreed to do stories for it:
Tim Fuller, Mike Kazaleh, Sam
Kieth, Reed Waller and Kate
Worley, Steven A. Gallacci,
Freddy Milton, Stan Sakai, and
Tom Stazer. In addition to which,
Scott Shaw! will be contributing a
tale, as will Ty Templeton.
Enough to fill up another 68-page
issue, you bet.

But wait! There's more!

Ty Templeton's story chronicles
the exploits of a teddy-bear blues
band. I know what you're think-
ing. You're thinking, “Boy. I
wonder what that would sound
like!” That's what I thought when
Ty told me about it. And since I'm
the publisher. I was in a position
to do something about it.

Critters #23, on sale this
December, will feature the first-
ever Fantagraphics Books Incorpo-
rated Music and Noise flexi-disc—
several hundreds of seconds of
Teddy Payne and the Bluebears
performing the soulful "Right to
the Blues.” an original composi-
tion by the multi-talented Ty
Templeton. So far, I've only heard
the demo (which includes Ty’s
stirring impression of a harmonica
using only his nose). but the
finished version, Ty promises, will
be as slick as can be.

Now. Just like every argument,
every record has two sides—and
our other side is a doozy. Through
special transatlantic arrangement,
Critters is proud and privileged to
bring you Alan Moore’s "March of
the Sinister Ducks"—a gruesomely
funny cabaret-style number here-
tofore released only in Great
Britain. And it will be backed up
by a brief article by Moore
explaining the genesis of this
bizarre project.

Ty Templeton and Alan Moore:
They write! They draw! And now.
in their effort to leave no stone
unrolled, they sing! Not together,
granted. but back to back—in the
most magnificent multi-media
presentation assembled since
RAW magazine's bubblegum card
insert! Yow!

By the way. if you subscribe to
Critters today. you'll get that issue
(which will retail for $3.95) at no
extra cost, hint, hint.

Next issue, we'll have a full 32
pages of comics, which means no
letters page (awww...). Be on the
lookout for the Sam Kieth “Is of
Bullet Valley” cover!

—Kim Thompson



AT LAST, ANGELA! THE ANDES/
THE_HOME ‘OF THAT MOST FASCINATING
OF PEOPLES, THE ANCIENT MIXTUPS.

UHH! YES,
PROFESSOR. .
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/SOMEWHERE IN THOSE
TOWERING PEAKS, IN
ONE OF THOSE REMOTE
VALLEYS, LIES THEIR
ULTIMATE SECRET-~

CiITY OF

THATS NOT WHAT
PROFESSOR. FLINDERS
THINKS.

AND | SAY IT |5 HERE INTHE
MOUNTAINS OF SAN SIMON
THAT WE WILL FIND IT,

"
| KNOW IT.

> FLINDER®D, BAH/
THAT BLIND FOOL! | HAVE

SACRED
POCOCATAPULTEL . STUDIED ALL THE Copices| | |
OF THE MIXTUPS, ALL ' PROFESSOR.
THEIR LEGENDS ABOUT VAN BRIE ?
THEIR GREAT CAPITAL.
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SENOR, | AM _ U
REPRESENTING THE ( MAY | SEE YOUR
PROVINCIAL SECTOR T PAPERS, PLEASE.
OF THE SAN SIMONISE/ ~ —
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"'/ vere Yoo ARE, seraeant. N
SRR M SURE YOUL WILL FIND ;
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1 am ARRAID, \ [/ WHAT!? BuT ( Gor \ / JUST 50, SEROR. BUT THE l(
SEROR, THAT \ 7| THE APPROVAL FOR. SOVERNMENT THAT APPRONED
%SDIEA\/PA%UD ,)‘ THIS EXPEDPITION THESE PAPERS 1S NO LONGER

=:’_’——

FPROM THE c—oveeuuom’ IN OFFICE. IN FACT, THAT WAS [f‘
g THREE GOVERNMENTS AGO.

KSR e | WELL, FINE, 60 | NEED 1O
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BUT | THOUGHT

SAN MARIA WAS

THE PROVINCIAL
CAPITAL .
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IT 1S, BUT THE GOVERNOR
15 IN TECAN, THE CAPITAL OF

sf\rN SIMON. SAN MARIA 1S MUCH
00

POOR A PLACE FOR
PROVINCIAL GOVBRNOR TO 51’ AY.

IT TAK
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| WILL BE HAPPY TO
FORWARD THE NECE
FORMS 10 THE, CAPITAl/
FOR YoU, SEROR

HOW LONGr Wl
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INK7

THREE WEEK

WELL, IF WE WORK. ]
SSARY | | VERY QUICKLY ABOU‘I’

([ YOU MUST BE
JOKINGr.

IT WILL TAKE FOUR PAYS
TO REACH TECAN.
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/ THEN T 15 ANOTHER Wi
GET THE FORMS PROCESSED, TH

EEK T W“\\f??\
\\\\ \\\\

ANOTHER WEEK BACK BY BUS.

E

A WEEK 7?7 WHEN

TAKES_FOUR DAYS TO GET
THERE? | DONT UNDERSTi!‘_«lD/

IT ONLY

1T 1S VERY SIMPLE, sauomrA
ON THE WAY BACK, ‘me

MUST COME (P THE MOUN‘FAINS

AND THATS THE
BEST WE CAN HOPE
FOR, EH?
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WELL, SEROR,

TR L

HE CAPITAL /L=
YOURSELF.

-/ 1He NE)CT PLANE WILL \
COME IN FOUR WEEKS, |
EEROR 1P voU WisH

SUPPOSED 1O M
HIM AT THE CANT NA.
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GLIDE MUST BE A
MAN, BH?
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NOT YOUR FAULT.
BUT | THOVLGHT
AMERICANO S

WERE MORE ...
WHAT'S -THE WORD 7
... LIBERALED
THAN THAT.
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’l:ﬁANK You,
SENORITA. | SPENT
TWO YEARS AT
THE AMERICAN

SPEAK ENGLISH
Ve UNIVERSITY IN
TECAN.

RY WEAL, TIKI .
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| GOT IN TROUBLE
FOR POLITICAL ACTIVITY,
SO | CAME/ HOME.

PEMONSTRATING
AGAINST THE,
GOVERNMENT 7

1T 1S ALL THE SAME

/4

NO. IT 15 VERY NICE,
UP HERE YOU CAN BE
AN ANARCHIST AND
NOBODY MINDS.,

I AM AN ANARCHIST. ‘

THE PEOPLE IN THE
MOUNTAINS DON‘T
MIND YOUR POUITICS?

| WONDER How
FESS0

wilL Be wWITH
_ THOSE FORMS? _
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HE IS FILLING ouT
GOVERNMENT FORMS?
A WASTE OF TIME.

BUT LEGALLY
WE NEED...

YOU ARE GOING THERE (o)
WHERE THE LAW
o5 REAC

ARES N
ARCHAEOLOGISTS
IN_ SAN SIMON. THE
GOVERNMENT -BEFORE -
LAST HAD THeM
ALL KILLED.

WELL, MAYBE IT5
DIFFERENT FOR

ARCHAEOLOGISTS
IN 5AN SIMON...

Z5)
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=W

TREASON. THEY
MAINTAINED THAT THERE
WERE CIVILIZATIONS
Bgz:asza THE

EFORE -LAST TOOK
POWER ,

CIOVERNMENT-

MAYBE, MAYBE NOT,
THIS GOVERNMENT
HAS NOT DECiDE

RLLLK




... AND THIS CERTIFIES
THAT YOU WiLL NOT

SMUGGLE ANY GOLD, DRUGS,
OR POLITICAL REFUGEES
OUT OF SAN SIMBN.

Znild

i 'Vl REFUSE 1O chleFY\
il ] sucH AN ABSURDITY
WITH MY SIGNATURE .

IT 15 ONLY
A FORMALITY,
SERNOR ...

il
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PN/ THEN You . N THERE vou A

SIGN T, I'VE HAD ENOUGH FIRST THESE STUPID FPROFESSOR.
FOR ONE DAY. PAPERS, NOW | CAN' THIS 1S TIKI...
@l ' OUR GUIDE .
( -
g 2
! \\ _—
UMy

ARE WE READY
To_LEAV

. / CERTAINLY
), Now, L -
SENOR VAN BRIE?

AM. BUT How
CAN W
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ALL YOUR SUPPLIES ARE

%ADY AND WA(TING' IN MV
VILLAGE, DTHEN YOV GO

ON TO TH@ MOUNTAINS

;quMmmummmmmu‘.

He REFUSED 10

FORGETS AL
ABOUT YOU,

v

J ‘l.l |JIJI

HAVE THEY DECIDED
ABOUT THE
eT, COLO

TO BE CONT\NUED e

STORY : KATE WORLEY  ART: REED WALLER

T mmum(mlll!mllmm‘lem’
NOT TO WORRY,
?/ZNOR PRDFEQE’Olz
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SIGN THE ASSURANCE.. i
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MR. GNUFF YOU'RE APPLYING FOR THE
TEMPORARY POSITION AS
MUNICIPAL. GARPENER...

THATS RIGHT,
MR. S\EGeL!

Oy lon

YOUR PRESENT JoB AS STREETSWEEPER
HARPLY QUALIFIES YoU FoR THIS, BUT
WU SaY HERE ‘rou LIVED FOR SEVERAL
PECAPEC IN THE FIREST,, Z

THATS TRUE !

p 1‘,‘ 'rl

WE PRAGONS LIVED IN A CABIN UP IN S
THE Bla Wopps BEFORE WE MOVED
INTo DWM/ THERE KN'T ANY THING
T OON'T KNoW ABOUT  NATURE/

é

) THAT'S WHY T CALLEP ON YOU/I HAvE A JOB
INVOLVING THE Bla woops / IF You (AN Do 1T,
I CAN JUSTIFY TRYING YYOU OUT EvenN THOUGH
THERE ARE OTHER APPLICANTS .. LIKE THIS

MR . WOODPECKER |, FoR EXAMPLE/ I'VE 40T
N HIS APPLICATION RIGHT HERE..,

X

~

S AN

THANKS A HEAP MR, SIEGEL /
BUT THEN ,AFTER ALL ,T AM
TAKING SUCH @Qoop CARE OF
HYOoUR HOUSE ... RIGHT 2

THAT'LL
> BE ENOUGH

OF THAT MR,
GNUFP/!

U N FACT IF DU'RE REALLY SERIUS ABOUT

GETTUMG A RE4AULAR JpB wiTH THE CiTy ,I'p
ADVISE YoU NOT T TEW TO0 MANY PEOPLE
THAT 40U LIVE IN ONE oF MY BUILDIN GS /

T UMDERSTAND ,MR.
SIEGEL | Sorev /

EXPLAIN THE TASK T> ‘10U,
[ MR. GNUFF / fou maYf

FIND 1T A BIT... WELL,
UNUSUAL /

TRANSLATED BY DWIGHT R. DECKER



GNELLIE 2 GNICKYZ /|

NEEP TD DO SomE

ANTBopY
D HoME 2

4.5

3
i
’k
L3

I KNOW I HAVENT BEEN HERE IN A

WHILE | BUT ALL THESE VINES AND PLANTS

GROWING OVER EVERYTHING — THIS 1€
JUST DO MUCH/ /




$0 THERE YoU ARE AT LAST/
WHAT\WE 40U GOT THERE Z

HEAR THAT ,Lorp Z THIS IS FoR  OUR
THE B0Y'S BRINGING PLANT SHoW AT
PLANT Foop/ SCHOOL 7 1T wAag
ON CALE THIG

TS NICE THAT YpU'RE So INTERESTEP N N
PLANTS | GNICKY BUT DIp wou HAVE TD MAKE
A JUNGLE OUT oF THE APARTMENT 2/

S0 WHDSE FAULT IS HONEST —T DPIpN'T HAVE
T, MAY T ASK 2 LooK-~N\_ANYTHING T Pp
PLANTS SPROUTING OUT ) WITH THOSE PLANTS/
OF EVERY NOOK AND THEY JUST GREW

NONSENSE , GNICK'(/NITHING
HAPPENS B« MSELF! GE
P oF THIg STUFF/

I'VE TRIER.,
But
KeErs

GNELLIES OUT CAMPING  WITH HER INOMENS
CLug Now BUT SHE WON'T LET ME
USE sPravs!

T AN UNDERSTAND
THAT! THE'('D MAKE
THE HpUSE SMELL
Like CHEMlII;'ALs

VINEED EVERTTHING oUT OF THE FLOORBoARDS/
IF GNELUE COMES HOME AND SEES THIG,

SHE'W  Skan us BOTH ALive/

U 8¢ THE WAY T'VE BEen APPOINTED CITv
GARDENER | S0 T HAVE TD SET A GOOD

EXAMPLE FoR TAKING CARE OF PLONTS
HERE IN TDWN !/ YbU UNPERSTAND THATZ!

WELL, \
(INGEATULATIONG,
ma. CI1y
GARDENER [

11



" AN' IT Wag MY SEEDLINGS THAT WERE THE VERY
) BIGGEST AT THE SCHOOL PIANT SHow , o /
AT
) YEAH ,BUT 40U DIDN'T USE THE seebs ‘v
\\» WERE GIVEN/ THEY GOT SR{UEE2ED OUT BY
\! THOSe OTHER WEIRD SPRoUTS...

a
4 WHY ARE Y0V ALWavs SO NEGATIVE, GNUFF Z

AS (I GARDENER I MUST g VERY Q

CRITICAL { WHEN foU ARE PONE WEEPING
THE HAWL, YoU (AN TRIM THE POTTED

W
N

WE HAVE TO Kegep THE HoUSE IN

2% TIPToP SHAPE Now ! WHH /Mq NEW
POST . WEL HAVE WPORTANT Guests!

How ABoUT GETTING INTO PRACTICE BY
DoiNGg THIS TRIMMING IWORK YOURSELF,
MR, CITY GARPENER?Z/

Vv TAsK 1S T 0RGANIZE
AND DIRECT THE WoRK/
THAT'S THE KIND Of
PEDPLE IN DEMAND

TODAY \HoU KNow ! P

FRoN
CITY

Im

LEAVING
Now... T
HAVE GoT To
GET Somg

TREES O
Re?am_r}rf iN‘

2/ Wew , T DID WHAT
GNUFF TOLD ME..,

.., BUT WHAT SHouLp
I po wWITH

f TME PLANTS 2

AL,

mp Be A SHAME
TO 0SS 'EM 0oUT WHEN
THEYRE GRowWIN' SO Goop!
I wWoNDER,.. z

BoY Wil IT BE
A SURPRISE/

12



SOMEWHAT LATER : IR |/ 1's kinos siLly O Havg ™ DRIVE Sb
‘ FAR ,OF COURSE, BUT THE COUNCIL WAS IN
L A SENTIMENTAL MooD ! .

FINALLY ... BACK IN
THE 816 woovs ! g
BeeN A LoNG TIME

SINCE T WA HERE LACT/

>,
.~ AND QINCE MY MNEW
J0B 1S RIDING oN THIS,

v THE OLp ForesT ROAD IS STILL DRIvABLE /

RANGER FOGARTY D0ES A FINE J0B OF TAKING

CARE OF THE WooDS ,AND HE'S ALWAYS BgeN
A GOOD FRIEND OF NATURE(

P HE STILL HAS SOME CLEARING-UP WORK T PO
% From THAT LAST SToRM ,BUT HE'S PRoBABLY
\N FEELING THE CUTS IN THE BUPGET, o!

(
RANGER FOGARTY HAS

ALWAYS BEEM OPPOSED

T NEWFANALEP
GADGETS LIKE
TELEPHONES!

THERE'S THE RANGER CABIN.. I ST
HoPE I've cAuGHT Him AT HOME /

13



HOWDY | MR FoGARTT! Y [/ Are wov one oF THOSE
ITm GNUFF (THE NEW N YoUNG PUPS WHo LIKE T2
CITY GARDENER / . DECORATE THEIR PREARY
N CITY APARTMENTS
WITH Pigces oOF
IMPRISONED

/ T Livep HERE IN THE FOREST

MYSELF FoR DECADES, AND THE CITY
CouncCiL SENT ME oUT T0 MaKe
SURE THAT THE BIG wWoops 1S
PROPER LY REPRESENTED IN
TOWN/

WU See THE STreeT IN
FRONT OF 01y HAWL IS
BEING WIDENED | AND
THE COUNCIL FEELS
THE TREES IN THE
’hEWAgJ gﬁ/f SHOULD

L—{‘E};{f}v

Y THAT'S A SURPRISINGLY TDUCHING SENTIMENT FoR \ P THIS IS ALSO WHERE THE TOWN FpuNp
THOSE PECULIAR CITY-DWEWERS/ T SUGGEST WE So.. SOME OF TS MoST IMPORTANT PREH)STo-
@0 OVER T THE OLD BURIAL GROUND WHERE THEQ RIC RELICS T POT oN DIspLay N THE

crty musgum/

~= I'M AWARE oF
THAT..I KNOW ONE SF
THE ATTENDANTS THERE.-

_ CHAIRMAN HAY
) THE SAME 1DEA!

Z -~
2

THE TEMPLE OF THE
SUN 0ATES BACK MANY

CENTURIES.,. AND So Dy THE
OLDEST TREES/

14



~ ) THAT GREAT 0AK TREE 13
: THOUGHT D BE THE oLpesT
LIVING THING IN THE

TIME HAS LEFT ITS MARK ON
IT . BUT THERE'S LIFE LEFT IN \T YET..

THERE ARE A LoT
OF SVPERSTITIONS
ABOUT OLD TREES

' — POPULAR oNES OF THAT Op
BSF HAVE TD Pp TEMPLe! I MUST
Mo AR ) WTH nEaLTH Tm ‘rw SomE
Y A A \ AND HEAL- s
V\'v ¥ ;‘\," Y NG

WE DRAGONS G40 WaY
BACK , DO OUR FAMILY
ST Teus S$TorRIES

ACCORDING TO LEGEND DU CAN B¢ CURED OF ALL

SICKNESS IF Ypou CRAWL THRM)&H THE WHOLE 1IN

THAT TREE ON
A NIGHT WH
FULL mopN

/THeszE's SUPPPSED “TD BE A PLAGUE ON THE
TREE LISTING AL THE Famous PEPPLE WHD'VE
CcRAWLEP THROUGH 1T oVER THE YeEARS , BUT
ITS STolLeN EVERY YEAR BY CHMILPREN oN
StHoo, Figwp TRIPS [

TRANSPLANT 'EM IN

PROBABLY OFFSHOOTS
; FRONT OF THE HCA}T'(

OF THE ANCIENT
Trée!

/ THEY LoOK Likg ANY OTHER

‘1'4\

YN

Vn

SMALL TTREES ,0F COURSE, BUT THE
COUNCIL  CHARMAN 1§ SENTIMENTAL
AND INTERESTED IN  HISTORY {

PERHAPS T (AN B¢ Hopep
THAT THE COUNCIL WILL
THINK MORE OF PRE-
SERVING THE Bla
Wooo$ WHEN THEY Lodk
oUT OF THE WINDOW
EVERY DAY AND
SEE THESE OLDp
TREES/

“YEAH... AND
EVEN REMEMBER.
WHo PLANTED ‘g /

i5

THATS ASSUMING THE SapLinGS ¢
AN SURVIVE THE PoLLUTION

IN A BIG CTy/ W,,f

T'LL TAKE EXTRA 6009
CARE OF THEM ! AFTER

Al T SoRTA OWE
THEM MY JoB/




wHek GUFF T JUST HoPe THME LITTLE

COMES BACKk | TREES ARE A€ HARDY AS THEIR

TO TPWN.. | FPARENT! MY CAREER PEPENDS ON

THEMm SURVIVING FOR AT LEAST
A LITIE wWHLE /

wi TH-I?
Yz g

HAT

OH,Now I GET 1T/
SOME OTHER APPLI-
CANT GOT N
AHEAD OF ME!

pRAT/

WHY SHoULD A

NAIVE FooL LIKE
ME Be THE oNLY
ONE TD GET OFFeRep
THE JoB 2

THE MEDIAN STAIP'S ALREADY BEEN
PLANTED/ SOMEBODY BEAT ME TD IT/

PID THAT BLOWHARD
SIEGEL CHANGE HIS MIND 2[ /]

THoSE LITILE TREES LDOK PRETTY DARNED
HEALTHY / T |NONDER WHO PLANTED THEM..2

v

N———
HUH...Z GNICKY 2
OH..I GUESS DU
WOULDN'T UNDER-




\

You'RE KIpPING! T MEAN .. YOU DIDN'T
GET A (GuLP)
JoB OFFER,
D Yov?

WHAT'RE 10U
GETTING AT.GNUPFZ

|/ SieaeL D0 ME T coulp Be PICKED FORTHE
CITY GARDENERS o8, BUT IT WasN'T
DEFINITE / HE GAVE ME A TEST FIRST — -

T HAD D Go T THE BIG woops T GET
Some TReeS T TRANSPLANT HERE!

! pe—

/ WEW, IF SIEGEL INTERVIEWED OTHER PEOPLE
THEY COULY HAVE DONE IT FASTER OR EVEN
CHEATED.Y WHO DID Yo PLANT THESE
IREQS FDKl GNlCK'(_Z \)UST FDQ*OU‘@NUFF./

yep! T SEEMEY TO ME SOMETHING THAT GROWS
FAST OUGHT O BE PLANTED THERE So I
USEP THE SHOOTS FROM OUR APARTMENT/

THAT'S
THEM2/

\

) (00— A SNOT-NOSEP KID— 4DV HAVE THE
NERVE To PLANT PLAN OLD WEEDS IN FRoNT
OF A FINE PLACE LIke CITY HALL 2/

WHp IN THE WoRLP
DO You THINK

ou Arg 2/

I CAN'T geLigve IT/ DU OUGHT TD BE ACHAMED
OF YoURSELF ! RUINING MY NAME ANp REPUTATION
AS A (ITY GARDENGR EVEN BEFORE T'VE GoT
THE JoB! WHAT'S YouR EXCUSE 2

]
; \) T JUST WANTED
-
z

T HELP/ THEY WERE
GROWING S0 GOUD,
AND T THOUGHT..!

=~

V oy CAN HELP BY _GETTING RID oF THIS
GARBAGE FAST — BEFORE ANYBLDY
SEES 1T, You DUMB Kip/

AH \THERE “pu ARE ,/VR. GNUFF/
7 THAT WAS Quick/

1|

=

OKAY ,GNUFF/
T'WL GET Rw

oF ‘'EM!

UHOH Y

17



T S€EE YOU'RE IN FULL SWING WrTH
THE TRANSPLANTING /

OH... €& \RIGHT,
MR, SigGeL !

I'M NO EXPERT ON TREES , BUT THESE ARE OF
COURSE OFFSHovTS OF THE HISTORIC TREES BY
THE ANCIENT BURIAL GROUNDS UP IN THE

BIG WoopS, AS WE AGREEP.. 2

WEew MoRE OR
LEsSleAT ls,
Yov CoULD §AY
THAT"' 62,,, )

VARE U SURE Y0U DI WHAT WE AGREED
ONZ |F NOT, 0UR ARRANGEMENT IS OUT/

OM MES/ T JUST MEANT

THAT... NEWL YoV CAN NEVER
8¢ 100% SURE OF A Treg's
PARENT AGBE ... HEH -HEH !
Ccovén | LoueH ) .-

I Svrroge THATS TRYE / BUT ARe THESE ReALLY
TREES FRoM THE BIG Woops Z You DIpN'T CUT
CORNERS FOR CONVENIENCE SAKE DIp You,MR . GNUFF 2

HoW CAN Yoy EVEN

THINK SUCH THINGSZ
T couLp NEVER
LOWER MYSELF
T THAT/

T CerTAINLY Hope NOT/ JUST SEE
™ TAKING GOoD CARE OF THEM
ND TLL ARRANGE FuR YoL T0
CONTINVE IN THE JoB FaR
y THE TIME BEING/

l THANKS A MILLION/ AN

IFY0U NEED ANY FavoRS.!.

PON'T TALK ABoUT "FAVORS" PLeASE! TI'm A
POLITICIAN . REMEMBER 2 IF Ypu START CAVSING
. /ME PROBLEMS I maY

CHANGE M1 MmIND/

V anp You MIGHT AS WELL PuMP THE REST
OF THE PLANTS ON THE TRUCK MR.GMOFF!
THEY DON'T LOOK NEARLY SO HgALTHY/ T
HAVE T RUN 0 I'lL LEAVE/ Ypu TD YOUR

AND | aeN'T we
Sou/ GONNA PULL
THESE TREES

UP AN PLANT
THe 0THERS 2

ARE YU CRA2Y BoYZ T DoN'T
KNOW  WHAT THEY ARE . BUT
THEY'Ve GOT THE CoUNCILS
STAMP oF APPROVAL NOW SO
WE'RE GOING TD TREAT

THEM WITH TENPER :
Loving CARE!

(CONTINUED NEXT ISSUE)



FISSION CRICKEN vs-"THE MARKETING EXPERTS o BEYOND! " pAimiaz=

P =000 TiNG ouURe YR IT CAME WITH THE COURSE! Lo oo
A DETECTIVE , SKIP.... 4ou KNOW, FISH, T e TS
| DONT HAVE SOME OF o 15 READING I'M GETTING TRACK IT DOWN QUT5IDE!!

THIS EQUIPMENT! 15 AWFUL 4TRONG ! IN FACT,

“THE ROBAT BASE 15 PROBABLY
IN THIS NEIGHBORHOOD!!

{.
! ) i ‘l”) | ﬁf’f’
o 4t ] il 12
— _

Il v

I I
Al

%
UHH,YES — WE 'RE FROM THE

BOARD OF HEALTH, AND WED LIKE {4
TO HAVE A QUICK PEEK AROUND
THE PREMISES!

Nastey

8

‘ % Y iy !
NS 8
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WITH THAT?

T AT IT'S PORDETECTING I BUT WE PON'T

LOOK, PAL, THERE'S
LEAKS FROM MICROWAVE ) HAVE ANY BEEN A BAD QUTBREAK
OVENS! MICROWAVE { OF FREEZER-BURN
OVENS.., VIRUS, AND WE GOTTA
CHECK OUT ALL THE BURGER
STANDS BEFORE ITGETS
OUTTA HAND! oray?

' WELL ,0KAY... Go DOWN THE $IDE GORR{DOR
AND THE MANAGER WILL BE RIGHT WITH r

You...

FFeest 1 covo Nk W WHAT's THE W IT LOOKS LIKE ...
OF ON THE $PUR OF SCANNER IM GETTIN'A \
.H'me MOMENT... SAY,ANYWAY? | READING FROMTHE

\ ’ FREEZER!

HI‘})ELLD.' ll{AMBgHE MANAGER! L =
W MAY | BE OF A%ISTANCE? q
— 2 b

7 /;llnlﬂ
i
AP

1 o
9 4 I‘l"//////lll/
1‘%@'

b THAT'S WHO LAV! 12 YOU SURE DO X OH, WELL THAT'S| [ WE SURE ARE! J™...BUT IT A4S L THATS RIGHT! | N
RANDALL MCDUNGALL, | LOOK DIFFERENT / 3usT AN ACTOR AND HERE's My HERE THAT YOURE | ALSO INVESTIGATE.
AT YOUR SERVICE! '{ IN PERSON! IN THOSE COMM- | | CREDENTIALS! A PRIVATE FOR THE BOARD

ERCIALS! (HeARTY INVESTIGATOR |

CHUCKLED/_%
THE CASHIER 4AID THAT

YQU'RE FROM THE BOARD
OF HEALTH? 1

OF HEALTH ! How
ABOUT A LOOK AT

20



QH — | SUPPOSE IT WiLL
BE ALL RIGHT !GO RIGHT
ON Nt

N STRCTTTTITTII

gl
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DON'T WORRY,SKiP — 4
| THOUGHT HE MIGHT DO -
THAT, BUT | CAN BREAK HEY!! WE'RE DEAD ON
U4 OUT OF HERE! WHATS TARGET! THE READING 15
THE SCANNER SAYNOW? | |'umgsr STRONG AS HELL...

HEY, WHATS THE BIG
IDEA LOCKIN'US IN,YA
FRUIT BAG?!

< &2 a2 P
AHH, FI155ION CHICKEN. .,

RIGHT BELOW U5 | KNEW THAT WAS & 1T WHS NICE OF YOUAND

Yo GONNA HAPPEN 1! YUR FIRIEND TO DROPIN
V) ON (5 ! (Low AMUSED LAVGH)
~— ]
fHeAt o
"’M Il | !

T e S kA —+ -
) ) :‘;’) ., ) v I

>

N
5
-’

V)
LT g | ow! T
‘\MQ%T I M il AAG!
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.. .IN FACT,WE HOPF-
YOU'LL BESTANING WITH
Vs FoR A LONGTIME!

NOW, DON'T BE THAT WAY... HOW
CAN YOU WORK HERE WITH THAT
ATTITUDE? WHAT DO YoU THINK
OF A SERIES OF “FISSION

CHICKEN" GLASSES FROM
MEDUNGALL'S™7?

You TELL'IM,FISH!
WHO ARE YoU,

ANYWAY 2 YOV AIN'T

RANDALL M<DUNGALL!

] THINK [T
STINKS !

| THINK you
STINK ;Too!

D"
1
Ry =
&
O —

N Lo

YOU'RE ABSOLUTELY CORRECT, SKIP
SQUIRRELHARD, P.L....1 ‘AINT ...

MY NAME IS
SELMOR-99°! | AM
CHEIFEXEC QF PSEJDO -

L)
1“."‘
}lj"ul‘ )
| 1)

qYV, GEEZ,NOWONDER

HE LOOKS LIKE
HE'S PLASTIC...

PLASTIC ?(ASSURED cHucKLE) YES, , INDEED —WE OF
PLANETCORP VORTGX™ARE. ENTIRELY COMPOSED OF R
STURDY, WASHABLE MEGAVINYL™.. NOT COUNTING Y
BRAIN MATTER , OF COURSE ! \\\\\\“\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘{"@
N

7 \\ )
ﬂ I ]U \ %*L‘%W
w ’ LET M€ EXPLAIN, \5

) FISSION CHICKEN -+

BRIEFLY : MY PEOPLE
EVOLVED AS A RACE
(] OF SALESMEN..IT'S
THE BIOLOGICAL AND
SPIRITUAL IMPETUS
OF OUR LIVESIOVER

OUR TERRITORY...

> B

DURING QUR PROFITQUEST®
ACRO54 THE GALAYY, WE
RELIED INCREASINGLY ON
TECHNOLIGICAL ENHANCE-
MENTS,,,-TO QUR QWN
BODIES | MAGNA-DRONE®

THE COURSE OF OUR  "f LARNYXES, HYPNO-SELL® 4 THE RIGORS OF QUR HEADS?
HISTORY, WE INCOR- Q EYE LENSES, INGRATIAGRIP® N INTERPLANETARY ]
PORATED QUR ENTIRE HANDSHAKE IMPLANTS e /Y MARKET ING!OUR
PLANET... AND THEN ALL THESE, AND MUCH QRGANIC BRAINS HAVE. [ (7} pouRT
BEGAN EXPANDING MORE, BECAME STANDARD & | RESIDED IN SYNTHENC [ 116 THE C 1.4
LA,

EQUIPMENT!

ofL 5, 2o/ q
RNV e e
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EVENTUALLY, DURING
“THE SUCCESS WARS ™ HEY, FISH...
WE MADE THE LOGICAL § I1SANY OF THIS
TRANSITION To 4\ FOR REAL,OR
ENTIRE BODIES N 1S THEC.I.A.

\\\
& \ g
BUILT TOWITHSTAND § PLAYIN' \WITH

¥

BODIES FOR AGES NOW! SKIp

) /'  ‘

0




FORGET [T, YEAH , Me
VINYL-HEAD, NEITHER!!
I'MNoT
INTERESTED!

0 y LI 2201,
D oy ve . were's A B8N T Wi, 4ouR ArriTooe
[ picTure O i iNmi o | (WLt ITISADerniTe TN ' hipioving ALREADH!
BODM ! QUITE A CHANGE, EH? MPROVEM R | Yov'LL LOVE WoRKING
\ HERE,..REALLY!

OH, BUT
YOU'LL BE VERY
INTERESTED AFTER
SOME VWTA-SWEET

INJECTIONS! ™

/4 7 PSS

{ MUTASWEET?! N OH.YES...ITS ANEXQUISITE &8 FZ ADMINISTERED OPTIMISM,.. ¥ ’
>\“\\“\\\\\\.W\Mm\\\\\\‘ BLEND OF CHEMICALS AND ,.-.,..I \ AL!L%%L"S”;'E‘T

N ] AMINO ACIDS THAT NOT ONLY
[/ ———

—

)

LI T

I 1 [ ]

/ ‘

1Y
.t"lllm]m"':"m“““h

NOW THAT'S NEGATIVE
THINKING!...BvT WE
CAN FIX THAT!

P ...AND, SINCE WE'LL BE INJECTING

i OH YEAH?
i, 1T DIRECTLY INTO YOUR BRAINS, WE

weLL,ipon'T 4]

VELRCKLRTT]

EFFECT ! YOUR QUTLOOK WILLSOAR WITH ) INTECTIONS... éﬁ%@ﬁ
YOUR — WITH OUR — PROFITS !! ESPECIALLY INTQ
MY BRAIN I —




OF YOUR SKULLS.. -

s

OOZ2 14

THESE ATTITUDE INSECTORS WILL DISPENSE AN , N OH, AND DON'T WORRY ABOUT THE MESS—
&T}NCE OR 90 OF MUTA-SWEET® INTO THE BASE A it G

T 23 ﬁm &

B, THERES PLENTY MORE WHERE macme Fram! 4 8

QV o' Z|5P ?'

@

mﬂm

llllllll

NOwW, | HAVE To START PRODUCTION OF THOSE

. “FI$510N CHICKEN"GLASSES... BUT I'LL RETURN
SHORTLM, AND WE CAN HAVE A “POWER LUNCH !

k (SELF- INDULGGN‘I’G!GGLE) CIAQ! =CICK®

q
REDm

[ { THEY'RE GOING FOR AND THEY WON‘T$TOP
THE BACKS OF QUR £ 5 COMIN'QUTQF THE
NECKS " J. WALLS I WHAT Now7!

ﬁfm
('ml ﬂﬂ

G u/
|||||

\ &S J
¢ Nt N \\/@'ﬂ d‘i\‘\\\\
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HEY ,WHAT THE.... W | FIGURED THEY MIGHT STOP
WHUY'D THEY QUIT?! s AFTER THE{ SAW WE WEERE

“INSECTEDY,.. WHEW!
MAN, IT5 LUCKY YOU WERE

RIGHT ABOUT THAT! AND M
NEVER EATIN' HERE AGAIN!!

% ... AND Now I'LL BLAST ¥ Y0, FISH, HOW HUH?
b U5 A \WAY OUT OF HERE! | ‘BOUT THATDOOR ) OH, 4
STAND BACK,AND — OVER THERE? A YEAH. .
7 ‘ r\
ar"‘

aug !




WHY CANT \ DO
NOTHIN' RIGHT,
RATFACE =
WHY 15 MY WHoLE

LIFE ONE BIG
SCREW UP AFTER
ANOTHER €

ANVTHING .
TELEPHONE POLES —
SEWING MACHINES -
TAPIOCA —

ME TOO. | TRY TO FIGURE T,
BUT DOIN' THAT ONWY CON-—
FUSES ME. AN WHEN |\ GET
CONFUSED | GET RESENTFUL .
AN WHEN | GET RESENTFUL
| GET IRRITATED. AN WHEN
| GET IRR\TATED. . .

NAW, RATFACE. | DON'T
HATE YA, VOU DEPRESS
ME, THOUGH .

WHAT ABOUT M\E,
LOUIE. YOU DON'T
HATE ME,, DO wA =

ESPECIALLY
TAPI\OCA !

C
THAT I'M AFRAID THAT SOMEDAWY
I'M GONNA STEP ON VA.

st
T
1
1
1

AN
ACCIDENT
OF COURSE.




SURE, LOUE .

BuT ACC\DGNT OR NOT,
I'D BE A MeSS

I'D STILL HAVE SLOP

ALL OVER MY FOOT, ALRIGHT.
YA €€, AN \T'D NO DousT
SQO0OSH UP BETWEEN ABOUT 1T !

MY TOES QSI'%TI—-HN'

WUAT THE HELL
COULD BE
WORSE <

YEAH. BUT THAT

WOULDN'T BE THE

WORST OF IT,
RATFACE .

./\
THE GUILT, WHY VD BE GEE |, 'M TOUCHED THAT wou AW/,
T ALL AWASH IN GUILT FEEL THAT WAY ABOUT ME, | WYOou KNOW
FER WEEKS! MY LOUIE. BUT WHY WORRY ME.,
LIFE WOULD BE IN ABOULT STUFF LIKE THAT ? RATFACE. .
RULINS ! I AIN'T GONNA LET vA \ WORRY
- — 4 STEP ON ME ! ABOUT
: -/ EVERVUTHING
- 1
: @T ¢ | T— g
-\4%& . $ == \//‘ ACIWSTL
.- .o . / }) . ~ - ?W
o + ‘ s ) 6] ile
. . f P A . \ )

L

CHeEER LP, LOLIE,

AND HAVE "ANOTHER

BEER . WHO KNOWS,
MAYBE IT'LL . . .

XU B

GROW = 1T A STICK UP,
WHATS HE LOUIE. | THINK
TALKIN' ABOUT, HE WANTS we
RATFACE = SHOULULD PUT

OUQUI—‘-;ANDé

T
AWRIGHT, YOU MUGS —

GROW!

4
/s

——

/

A STICKUP 2
NOW AIN'T THAT JUST LIKE
| BEEN TELLIN' WA 2 | CAN'T
EVEN HAVE A SIMPLE
MINDED BEER W\ THOLT
EVERVTHING GETS

SCREWED LP !
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T AINT A WHATEVER IT 19,

SCREW LD, IT INCOMMODES ME.
LouvlE, 1TSS
A STICK UP!

[[6HOT YER PIE LOoLE,

FRANKENSTEIN |
AN G%TP ‘l-r)6l2 PAWNS

YEAH, BUT WHY M\E 2
WHAT YA GOTTA HASSLE
ME FOR= ALL I'' DOW!
S HAV\é)' A LﬁAMGBRA\NeD

NOTHIN' PERSONAL. TS
JUST ME NATURE. NOW
DRAIN wER POCKETS,

JUMBO, BEFORE | GO
AND GET MYSELF
ALL eXCITeD!

LOOK - THERE AINT GONNA
BE NO PROFIT IN THIS.
ALL | GOT'S FIVE BUCKS!
YOU TELLIN' ME YeRr
GONNA SCREW UP YeR
WHOLE LIFE OVER. A
DUMBBELL OF A Five
DOLLAR BI\LL =

LISTEN TO THIS
GUY, RATEACE .
HE THINKS HIS
LIFE \© A MeSS.

MY LIFES ALREADY
SCREWED LD, PUDGE
BALL, AN' | AIN'T

EVEN GOT TO THE
BARKEEP VET !

HE OUGHTA BE
YOuU, HUH, LOUE 2

YEAH. YOU OUGHTA
TRY BEIN ME! THEN

!

OH YEAH< WELL
GET THIS, LUMP JAW -
| HAD SIXTEEN OLDER
TEEN AGED SIoTERS!
CAN YOU IMAGINE
WHAT THAT WAS
LIKE 2




THEN THERE WAS AND THEN THERES ME .

ME MOTHER. I WOUND UP WITH AN A . o
SHE SMOKED 1LQ. EQUAL TO MV HAT
CIGARS ! S\ZEe. AND FEECT WITH
AN ME OLD MAN- A SEVERE CASE OF
HEe \WORE A THE TERMINAL
DRESS | STINKOS |

BOYS, BOVS !
BACK OFF! |T S0UNDS
TO ME LIKE WER

BOTH A BIT CONFUSED!
AM | RIGHT, LOVIE 2

YEAH,THIS \& AND You YeEAH 2 NOPE. .
GETTIN' JLusT A OUGHTA sEE WHATS He \ JUST GET
DO —TURN RESENTFUL .
ALRIGHT. WHEN OLD INTO A

LovEe Here
GETS HINMSELF
CONFUSED.

MITE CONFUS\E‘\)/ WHAT HAPPENS

THEN TUAT YOU YEAH AN WHEN | GET

MAKES NME DON'T \RRITATED — WHICH | HAVE

IRRITATED. oAy — THIS ANNOVING HABIT OF
DOIN', VA SEE — WY

THEN | START TO HATE
— THINGS., g

RS\ L



WELL —
THERES TELEPHONE POLES —
SEWING MACHINES —

_AN TAPIOCA .

AN' TWO BIT SCReEWED
UP TIN POT STICK UP
ARTISTS WITH 1L.Q'S
EQUAL TO THEWR

HAT SIZ€Ee !

‘M SLRE GLAD
“YOL DON'T eVER
HATE MC, LOU\E.

BUT especiaLLY
I HATE TAPIOCA.

NAW. | NEVER HATE YOU,
RATFACE. YOU KNOW THAT.

YEAH, YOURE A
DOWNER SOMETIMES .,

cHeer LR, LOVIE —
AND HAVE ANOTHER
Bpeer




LETTERS

Hey. Kim,

Thanks for printing my letter in
#16. I really didn't think the thing
with the paper would cause this
much trouble! Actually, I thought
that would be the least printable
of my recent letters. Which is the
subject of this letter.

Don't really have much to say
about #16, except thanks for
printing my letter. Speaking of
which. due to recent static about
my comment letters I will explain
how I go about writing one for
Critters.

First of all, I buy the issue. It's
hard to be objective when you
skim over a book in five minutes.
Then I read what stories I like,
and the editorial/letters page. By
the time I am finished with the
last letter I have a good idea of
what I'm going to write.

Now, Critters is an anthology.
which means different types of
stories. There will be some stories
people love and others hate. It's
no secret my favorite story is
“Birthright” but that doesn't give
me license to blast the others—so
I won't. Shoot, there are probably
some people out there whose
tastes in stories may be the exact
opposite of mine! To sum it up, if I
don't care for a story I won't write
about it.

I make an effort not to give out
mindless praise. I ask myself:
“What do I like about it?” Then I
write that down. If there is
something I think needs to be
brought up. I do. Occasionally. I
made predictions or observations.
If people (i.e. the artists) dont
agree with me, so what? I'm only
one opinion. It may not make me
popular with the artists, but I do
make them think.

So if any of the readers would
like to try my letterhacking
methods. feel free. It's the only
chance to let somebody know how
theyre doing. Plus, it's more likely
to get printed. I should know, I've

MIKE ROYAL

|

had 11 letters, two mentions, and
two indirect mentions as of this
writing (three letters in Critters).
Thank you. Kim. for letting me
speak my piece.
Noel Tominack
Indian Head, MO

| will explain how | write a response
to a letter to CRITTERS. First, | read
the letter. Then I decide if it's worth
taking seriously and printing. (Since
I get so few letters these days, I'll
print just about anything.) If | decide
to print it, | reread it and try to
figure out it it is interesting or not. If
| decide it's completely worthless, or
if the letter-writer comes off like a
clown because he takes himself and
his letter too seriously, | might do
something nasty—like, for instance,
write a malicious parody of it, or
possibly add a sarcastic answer. This
may seem a bit mean until you
realize that this kind of action might
sober up a letter-writer who, other-
wise, might persist in acting like a
pompous blowhard for the rest of
his days. —KT

Dear Mr. Thompson and Co.

I've been following this
magazine from its inception, but
issue #17 caused me to ponder
the rather unique indicia. I mean,
if I were a bear, I might take
some slight exception to the
allegation that cab-riding bruins
“always break something.’
Fortunately. a seemingly broad-
minded legal department has
spared you that worry.

Don't get me wrong, though —
the rest of the issue is excellent
reading, too! I wonder if Tom
Stazer wrote "Polar Bear Hunt”
from the initial inspiration of the
one-page “teaser.” I like Lionheart;
he’s a believable character. Hope
he gets something published this
time.

As for "Birthright IIL" there had
jolly well better be one. Alfon
hasn't inherited anything except

31

his hide and a ring. at this point.
The story could easily be novel-
length. . .if Steve Gallacci could
be chained to a table. . .if, if,
if...

I once considered Gnellie a
quaint, stuffy nag. I haven't
changed my opinion, but at least
now I know why. The "Gnuff”
storyline moves at a slower pace
than most of the fare on this side
of the Atlantic. So where's
Gargantua, anyway?

It's good to see that the recent
“economic downturn” hasn't
caused a switch in material to
mindless shoot’em-ups. The
medium may alter imperceptibly.
but the message remains, and
that ought to be worth something.
Thanks a million!

Mike Royal
Los Angeles. CA

Gargantua made a brief sort-of-
dream-sequence appearance last
issue, and she will have a major role
in “The Big Sneeze,” which is
scheduled to debut sometime

around CRITTERS #28 or #29. —KT

Dear Kim,

This is the first letter I have
ever written to an editor. If it
seems incoherent or inept, please
forgive.

Until Critters, I did not buy any
comic on a regular basis. Instead.
I drifted in and out, buying
whatever caught my eye.

Issue #12 was my first and it
was S.A.Gs cover that did it.
Since then, I've gotten all the
back issues I could find. To date,
#3 is the only holdout. (I paid
more for #1 than I care to admit
to my wife!)

I've always liked “funny
animals” and I was damn glad to
find a publisher who takes it
seriously enough that a 35-year-
old male could enjoy it.

I picked up #17 about three
weeks ago. I have toyed with the
idea of writing this letter since
then. I finally said that I'd either
write it or go bust.

I decided to write after re-
reading letters, stories, and
editorials in my back issues.
Taken in one gulp, it takes some
time, but is enjoyable.

Everything I have seen is of the
highest quality. In a field and
market wher the majority of the
offerings are 99 and 44/100%
crap., you and the crew at
Fantagraphics are really trying to
give people their $2.00 worth.

Don't let the nit-pickers who
complain about price or paper
quality bother you. They know
what the alternative is!

I'd like to comment about one
issue you (and most other
alternative publishers) are
speaking out about. You and they
are all concerned about a mysti-
fying drop in sales (40-50%).
which is understandable. A report
I read stated that Amerizans have



shifted from passive entertainment
(books, movies, spectator sports)
to active entertainment (bowling.
jogging. health clubs). Not very
happy news for you, I'm sure. If
there could be anything good said
about this, it is that most of the
previously mentioned crap,
already afflicted with terminal
stupidity, will wither away and
strengthen your market.

Disquieting thought: I have a
15-year-old son who buys this
crap. Try as I may. neither he nor
his friends show any interest in
Critters should I present it to
them. Why? “Birthright” is over
their heads: “Gnuff.” just not
entertaining. "Usagi Yojimbo™:
mild interest (due to the ninja
craze?) The rest: no comment.

Suggestion: Run an informal
poll of your readers. Ask age, sex.
income, education, hobbies, etc.
You might be surprised at what
you find.

Aside from that, Americans are
fickle. They'll come back around.
Hang in there!

Finally. I have never been dis-
appointed by an issue of Critters
—until now. You predicted a “stir.”
I imagine a revolt is more like
what you have been hearing. Yes.
I'm a “Birthright” fan. The final
chapter left me enough loose ends
to weave a rope. | am reminded of
how I felt after seeing "The
Empire Strikes Back” for the first

time: Great story! Loved every
minute of it! Hated the ending!
Can'’t wait for the next one!
Please encourage Steve to do it
once more! And also do this: end
it—good. bad, or otherwise, close
the book on "Birthright.” But not
here, not now. Yes, he's over-
extended himself, yes, deadlines
are a headache and more of them
just makes it worse. I understand!
If it takes six months or a year to
pick up again—fine! I'll wait!
Thanks for a great magazine!
W.M. Akers
Marion, OH

Thanks for your sociological
interpretation of the alternative
comic-book market collapse, but |
think it's a lot simpler than that. A
substantial percentage of the people
buying the black-and-whites during
1986 were buying them just for
speculation purposes and had no
interest in reading them. When it
turned out they weren’t going to
make any quick, easy money re-
selling bad (or good) comics, they
lost interest and dropped out. For
the sake of sales figures, | wouldn’t
mind having these guys back, but at
least now | figure every copy of
CRITTERS is being READ, which is
some kind of consolation. —KT

Dear Kim,
In regard to the comments
made by Mr. Kamp in #16, | say

MIKE HIGGS

that I must side with you. I don't
believe that your current price is
too steep: in fact, I think it to be
quite fair. Also, even if Critters
was more expensive, I'd still buy
it.

As for all that other stuff, I must
admit to being naive about
business. I trust what you are
doing completely. Also, the
change to newsprint has not
affected my love of the zine.
Actually, I like it more. I have
very sensitive eyes, and newsprint
doesn’t glare as badly as 60 lb.
white does. I can actually enjoy it
more than before — thanks!

Mike Higgs
President, Fantasy Studios

You shouldn’t trust ANY publisher
completely, Mike. Like anybody else
in this business, we've done money-
grubbing things before and we will
again. But your faith is appreciated
anyway. Thanks for the drawing,
too.

Mr. Thompson,

I first began buying Critters
when #6 came out and have been
collecting ever since. I now collect
Usagi Yojimbo and have managed
to scrape together #1-5 of Threat!
I write (among other things) to
ask if there is any truth to the
rumor that Usagi will no longer
be featured in my favorite comic
(Critters, naturally). I bought
Critters #1-5 at the MO-KAN
convention this spring and would
hate to see Usagi leave.

As for the other features, I love
“Gnuff, “Lionheart” is great, "Blue
Beagle” is cool, “Fission Chicken"”
is superb, "Firecracker Jack
Bunny” is excellent, but “Birthright
II” is confusing unless you read
the previous issues over, and 1
have trouble telling the characters
apart.

Before I sign off, one more
qustion: How come everybody
who writes to Critters writes such
long letters? Almost all of the
published letters take up half a
page of teeny tiny print.

An avid, loyal reader.

Bret Kaiser
Springtfield, MO

Anybody who has his own comic, as
Stan Sakai now does, is bound to
want to spend as much time as
possible working on it; as a result,
Stan’s appearances in these pages
will be rare, and probably short. But
look at it this way: If Stan hadn't
moved almost entirely out of
CRITTERS, at least one of the OTHER
strips you enjoy might not have
made it in for a long time.

As for the other question, | guess
funny-animal fans are just a bunch
of motormouths, every one of ‘'em
except Zack Mays. As witness the
following correspondent. . . —KT

Dear Kim,
Congratulations! I'd like to
commend you on the best



continuing series ever! You do a
fabulous job putting these issues
together., and your contributors,
well, they speak for themselves!

I was led to your pages indi-
rectly through Groe. Stan Sakai’s
Usagi Yojimbo was mentioned and
after months of searching I found
a copy. Well, what can I say?
Wow! Through it, and a recom-
mendation, I found Critters. I also
found Albedo and Tom Stazer's
Spaced. Not to mention that I, an
abnormally obsessed anthropo-
morphics reader, found issues of
Captain Jack, Doomsday Squad,
Anything Goes!, and about 10
other funny-animal titles. But I
didn't stop there! When I found
out about Mark Armstrong I gath-
ered all issues of Peter Porker,
just for his artwork. All in all, I
have 111 (one hundred eleven)
comic books just of funny ani-
mals. That includes issues #3-16
of Critters! So anybody wanting
more reading material featuring
animals, well, there’s more than
enough! Now for some comments
on each issue and contributors. ..

Issue #3 was fantastic! I love
“Usagi” and “Birthright” and enjoy
“"Gnuff.” Issue #4 was better yet!
The best cover yet! By Ken (Dr.
Watchstop, Contractors) Macklin!
“Birthright” and “Gnuff” were fine
and “Lionheart” was great.
Number #5 was great! "Nilson
Groundthumper” was outstand-
ingly funny! “Gnuff’ and "Birth-
right” were terrific! Number #6
was just about the best! The best
“Birthright” story and art ever!
And the cover! WOW!! As for
people saying that "Birthright”
should be done in any way other
than it is, they’re dead wrong!

The shading. story. art, look—it's
just outstanding!

Not much new came through
the later issues although they
continue to be the best efforts ever
seen on paper! I love "De Grand
Wa-Zoo” and “Speakingstone”!
They were fine additions! As for
“Fission Chicken.’ well, the art
leaves something to be desired,
but it's a breath of fresh air. As
for Tim Fuller, well, what can I
say? WOW! "Quax Bedroom” was
great, to say the least, and "Blue
Beagle” was fine.

This is getting to be quite a
letter. I hope you don't mind its
length, I know you're busy. Well,
a couple closing comments. Usagi
Yojimbo deserved his own book:
what can people who say they
couldnt read 20 pages of it every
other month be thinking? It's
probably the best comic to come
through the comics scene in
years. And lastly, about your
decision to reprint “Jack Bunny” in
#8: well, I and many other people
had never seen it and it was
great! Especially under the
circumstances! Well, that’s enough
hot air to blow off for one letter.
Thanks for your time!

A loyal fan,

Zac Van Note
Albuquerque, NM

Thanks for yours, Zac, and for the
cool mini-illustrations that
accompanied your letter (one of
which, God and the art director
willing, is printed somewhere on this
page). And a belated thanks to Mark
Evanier, who plugged USAG/
YOJIMBO in the pages of GROO,
which you all should be reading
even though there are no funny-
animals in it. (Only funny humans.)

\Jhoc\c\qa‘ mean \{o)
never heard of
Critters7l

ZAC VAN NOTE

We’'ll be seeing Mark in the pages of
USAGI YOJIMBO in a few months,
acting as accomplice to Scott Shaw!
on the eagerly-awaited “Digger
Duckbill” story.

You mention all the funny-animal
comics you are collecting. | hope
you've reserved a place on your list
for the entire Gladstone line of
comics, whose vintage reprints of
UNCLE SCROOGE, DONALD DUCK,
and MICKEY MOUSE are some of the
best comic books ever—bar none!

Speaking of Mickey Mouse, an
upcoming issue of THE COMICS
JOURNAL (#120) will feature an in-
depth interview with Floyd
Gottfredson, the man behind the
Mickey comic strip for many
decades. And (as an interesting
sidenote) the man conducting the
interview is none other than Arn
(NEIL THE HORSE) Saba. It's a small
world, isn't it? —KT

SOMEWHERE BETWEEN
THE MAGICAL KINGDOM
OF 0Z AND A REALLY
DAMP TURKISH PRISON
IS A LAND THEY CALL
“THE BLUES.” AND
THERE'S ONLY ONE BEAR
THAT LIVES THERE.

TEDDY PAYNE AND
THE BLUEBEARS.

FUZZY WUZZY LITTLE
TWELVE-BAR LEGENDS.

AVAILABLE ON THE
F.B.I. MUSIC AND NOISE
LABEL. SAFELY HIDDEN

IN THE RECESSES OF
THE TWENTYTHIRD ISSUE
OF CRITTERS.

SPECIAL GUEST ARTIST.
ALAN MOORE AND THE
SINISTER DUCKS.

COMING FOR CHRISTMAS.
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