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No. 4

OLD FACES, NEW FACES

Fourth Issue Editorial by KIM THOMPSON

Anﬂther long editorial chat
this time. edging out the
letters column, but take

heart —it'll be the last one in a
while.

Regulm‘ readers may be
surprised to notice that both
our lead feature and our cover
this issue are by Critters
newcomers. | hope your sur-
prise gives way to delight as
you first feast your eyes on
KEN MACKLIN's lovely
painting. then read TOM
(Spaced) STAZER's terrific
“Zany But Deadly.” I know that
I was delighted when I got in
each of the two pieces —they
far exceeded my expectations
when | commissioned them. It
seems that the Critters trend of
calling forth creators’ best
work continued unabated.

Lettars have been coming in
at a rapid clip to the Critters
offices. and one of the main
recurring themes has been the
hope for a reconciliation be-
tween the irascible JOSHUA
QUAGMIRE and yrs. trly.. in
order to see the return of
Cutey Bunny in Critters.

Well, it's not too likely at
this stage. .. but consider this:
Josh’'s own beok, Army Surplus.
has taken off like nobody’s
business, while Critters is
sailing along beautifully
without Josh. If he were still
contributing to Critters, all it
would mean is that (a) Josh
would get out one or two
fewer issues of Cutey Bunny a
year and (b) Critters would
have much less room to
present new series. This would
be a triple loss —to Josh,
because his own book would
be cut down to something like

twice a year (and a low
frequency like that is highly
damaging in today's market);
to the readers, who would be
deprived of new series like
Tom Stazer’s "Lionheart”
(which was. in fact. originally
commissioned to fill a hole
left in the schedule by Josh's
abrupt departure): and to the
many talented creators
waiting in the wings.

One of the long-term ideas
I've been toying with is spin-
ning Critters’ more successful
series into their own titles (or
a second title), thereby
opening a slot for another
talented newcomer. Of course,
that doesn’t mean 1 plan to
“steal” all Critters’ successes
out of the book as they
happen. For one thing. several
of the artists just can’t produce
enough work to sustain a
reqular books. STAN SAKAL
for instance. to whom [ would
gladly give his own book at a
moment’s notice, can only
produce about 10 pages every
other month —so Critters will
be his home for the fore-
seeable future (aside from
special projects like the Usagi
Yojimbo Summer Special,
which is 3/5 reprint. anyway).
At any rate. I have no
intention of undercutting
Critters by treating it like a
launching pad for new series.
My ideal rhythm, actually.
would be to introduce a new
series or creator every couple
of issues, with the remainder
of the book occupied by
familiar faces.

A matter of some import
before we move on. I'm sure
most of you have followed the
[JUMP TO PAGE 30]
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/IT'B STRANGE ... EVEN | DEATH HE / 7
/ MAKES ME |LAUGH . yll

//% Y, STORY & ART by
il / 4 ToM STAZER,
I-.il .'.!_.‘ 1".

/)5 \ SR OH, HELLO LIONHEART
Jif ANY coMMENT Tl NOT MUCH TO GO ON

/| FOR THE PRESS, YET. GEIRE TALKING
SERGEANT NYARG? B TO THE GUARD DOG

BUT HE SAYS NO ONE
HAS BREEN UP HERE
ALL WEEKREND.

T COuLD REMEMBER A TIME WHEN DIZ2ZY
iy DOG wWAS THE BIGGEST STAR IN COMEDY
4 FILMS.,, NOw HE WAS VST THE WIDEST, /;
/ AN AR CONDITIONING REPAIRMAMN ,/

[, FOUND THEBODY A FEW HOURS RGO, HERE
/. ON THE ROOF. IT DIDN'T LOOR. LIKE AN
ACCIDENT AND IT SURE WASN'T SUICIDE,

. | - 1 |I Ishr:ll-|“t-l

LQ&u'lk ll‘:':'l'h

| II
TE’HHJ HE WAS
ORWIOUSLY RILLED
ELSE(WHERE AND

STUPID DOG. T
MERN, YOU DONT
JUST STEAMROLL | DROPPED HERE
OVER SoMERODY BUT, TRIS IS THE
ON THE ROOF OF | SORT OF THING THAT
- €T0 MAKES MY JoR

ORIVE DoWN ;
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THERE WAS DEFINITELY A STORY HERE. THAT NIGHT, AT
HOME, T DUG UP MY CopPY OF ZANY BRABYLON,
DIZ2y's NO-HoLDS-BARRED ACCOUNT OF HIS DAYS
AT WACKY STUDIOS. THERE ARE SOME AWFJL GRITTY
STORIES BETWEEN THESE COVERS: THE CHIRPY AND
RITTIKAT MURDER./suICIDE ; TEX THE WOLF'S RAFPE
TRIALY SWIFTY GOMEZ'S ADDICTION TO SPEED. THE
BOOK LOST D122y A LOTOF FRIENDS, AND MADE HIM
SOME ENEMIES. |T ALSO MADE HIM A PILE 0F DOUGH...
T WAS THE KIND OF SORDID TRASH THAT SELLS
MILLIONS OF COPIES: AND D12ZY'S BIZARRE DERATH
MADE THE PERFECT HDDE‘MDUM BUT ZANY BARYLON
WARS PUBLISHED YERARS AGO. |T COULDN'T BE THE =t
MOTIVE FOR MURDER.

T NEEDED R BETTER FOcus AFTER THE DECLINE CF THE COMEDY SHORTS
FOR MY ARTICLE ... A LOOK, INDUSTRY, MOST OF THE ACTORS WERE LEFT
AT DIZZY's PRINATE SIDE. JOBLESS. THOSE WHO DIDN'T 6O INTO TV
FIND OUT wWHAT THE REAL , COMMERCIALS SETTLED INTO ORDINARY
DOG WAS LIKE . INTERUIEW ' LINES. Guncm‘f THE DUCK HAD OPENED A

HIS FRIENDS. v NOSTALGIA SHOFP OnN THE NORTH SIDE OF TOWN.
T DEC\DED TO START wITH : . :

1 DIZzZy's CO-STAR AND ONE -
TIME REST FRIEND GQUACKY
THE DUCK,... BECRUSE L !

] KNEW L.-JHERE TO FiND HII‘*-’J :

e, ."'F'J.rl h' vﬂ"ﬂ.r‘l.'.llill.-l '”'-' o L i
ol ;-ra- 1'¢|- r':.l

QUACKY'S EGO, TEMPER. AND
PARANOIA WERE LECENDRARY.
RBUT THOSE QUALITIES MAKE
FOR TERRIFIC INTERVIEWS.

- fIl.lr lr FIs

AH FER, CRYIN' OUT LouD, T GUESS YOU WANMNA Hmam WHY DIZ22ZY CAME
T JVST GOT RiD OF THE TO SEE ME THE NIGHT HE WAS OFFED. T GOT
CoPs AN’ Now YoU NUTHIN' TR HIDE ... THE DIRTY DOG cAME

GUHﬂHY DUCK:'
I'm FROM THE

TIMES, AND L WANNA WASTE My TIME ! HERE TO ANTRGONI2E ME AS LSUAL. HE'D
uJF\S LLJGMDEEIH(& WELL IT'm TRYING To RUN || BEEM DRINKING HEARVILY ... SINCE HE WAS
A BUSINESS HERE ,SO IF BORN. HE WANTED TO UE- HiSs GOCD

YoU WANNA TALK, JER I\ FORTUNE IM MY FACE!
EGMMH HAFTA FﬂLLﬂLd rm;f .
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I'm TELLIN' YA, IT'S
A CRIME THE Way D122
AND HIS PIG PAL HAJE
SWINDLED ME OUT OF
my DUES ! PORKPIE
GETs HIs FPERCENTRAGE
NOW THAT HE OWNS
THE sTUDI). THE HALF
MILLION wWoUuLD'VE
SAVED His ASS FRam
THE CREDITORS.,.
DIZZY WhAs oN HIS

WAY THERE To GIVE

OLD FeTROY THE
GOOD NEWS/

BUT DO You THINK T
ET ANY ROYALUTIES R
MY APPERRANCES?/

OH,NO ! 1T'S THE SHORT
END OF THE STICK FOR
oL QUACKY AGAIN/

REMEMBER "SHOOT
THE DUCK." 7 " G-MAN
QUACKY" . AND"DUCK
AWRY ™

DUCK AWRY 1S THE

BEST DAMN FILM
EVER TO COME OUT |
OF WACKY STUDIOS,

P THE CONNWING q
CUR HAD JUST

CLOSED A TWO
MILLION DOLLRAR
CONTRACT FOR THE
SYNOICATION
RIGHTS TO HISOLD
| WACKY TUNES.

§ TWO MiLLION
SMACKERQOS.
BROTHER, WHAT §
A LUCKY DOG./ g

= m——

'''''
i1, S T

.........
-------------

DID D122y <AY
WHERE ELSE HE
WAS HEADED?

THINK, THAT
HE SPENT
THE ERRLIER
FAART OF THE
EVENING AT
ERHARDT
BLOWHARD'S
RAR.

THANKS
QUACKY

OH,B0Y! A WHOLE
FIVE- DOLLAR ®iLL/
THANKS EVER SO
MUCH ! YOU'RE JUST
THE SOUL OF .
GENEROSITY, AREN'T
You !

TR

MY CURIOSITY WAs REALLY
PIQUED Now... T DECIDED TO
HERD FOR BLOWHRARD'S PLACE,
DOWNTOWM, WITH UCK. T
MIGHT LOCATE sOME OF
DIZ2Y'S DRINKING BUDDIES
TO TALK 0. BESIDES, T
FELT LIKE A DRINK.

THE GREAT OBNOXIOUS FOwL ,ERHARDT BLOWHARD, IS
ANOTHER RELIC OF THE WACKNTUNES ERA, AND HIS BAR
ATTRACTS A UARIETY OF HRS-BEENS AND NEUER- WILL-RES.
T LOCATED A FEW OF THE REGULARS AND ORDERED UP

A RGUOND OF DRINKS P,
— ANYWAY, DIZ2ZY DIDN'T REPLLY HANE

DANKE! ... T sAY ANY CLOSE FRIENDS, HE JUST CAME |
DANKE sSHOM!..T BY OCCASIONALLY T GET RIPPED
VILL HAFF YOUR AND TELL DIRTY JOKES. /

DRINKES AT VonCE

WELL, THAT
NIGHT DIZZY
WhAS REALLY
PUTTIN' ON A
Bu22... HE
DISAPPEARED
INTO THE HERD
A HALF- DOZEM)
TIMES. T
THINK HE WAS

OFF- BASING.
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HEY, DI1Z2Y WAS A B YEARH, HE WAS REALLY HAVING ‘ %\”ﬂm Suﬂmf@

RIOUS PARTIER! B R GOOD TimMe  UNTIL... HEH HEH,
=5 R ' HiM. THE 5KUMH>

UNTIL HI'S OLD BURDY

B SHOWED LP

ol

.

MR L AROMAT I'mA
| REPORTER AND I WAS
HOPING T COULD TRLWK.
TO You AROUT DIZZY
DOGE.. T WRITING
AN ARTICLE, SORT
OF A TRIBUTE..
e { :

SO, You WANT A GGDD?
STORY MR, REPORIERST
I'VE GOT A STORY
FOR™You, ONE LITTLE
PIECE OF HISTORY
YOU WON'T FIND InN
ZANY BABYLON.

DIzZy WAS THE
MEANEST DOG WHO Y
EVER LWED /! T'LL. :
A NEVER FORGWE HIM.
24 TULL ... NEVER
A FORGET Hit™.

.......

Bt

LET ME
TELL YouU
How D122
DESTROYED
CINEMA'S
GREATEST
_LOVER/

WL

.

—

Ao st
S A

L DREwJ HER
LYTHE BODY TO
ME AND GAVE

HER THE MOST
PAS<IONATE
Kiss T CoulD

DELVER!

LT WAS THE SPRING OF
‘5% T HAQG JusT ENDED
My FINE -manNTH MARRIAGE
Tt THAT GREAT COW,
cLarABeELLE. I HAD
BEGcuMN To FEEL THAT 1
WOULD NEVER MEE T
THE WomMAN FOR ME.
THEN, ONE MIGHT, AS T SAT AT THE BAR,
SHE (WALKED INTO MY LIFE., T HAD NEVER.
SEEM SUCH A FASCINATING  WomA).
OUR EYES LOCKED ... SHE WINKED AT
ME.., T WAS ALIVE AGRIN/

WE SPENT THE REST OF THE
EVENING TALKING, LAUGHING,
AND WALKING THROUGH THE
PARK. THIS WAS THE LOVE
I HAD oMLy DREAMT OF,
THEN, AS MIDNIGHT CAME,
T TOOK HER. TO MY HOUSE.

)
i

S0, MY LEETLE -
MAMMAL,YoU HEEHEEHDO
WiLL JoIN Me HOoOHo 0!
FOR Z2EE P You
NiGHTCAP? AL MAN 4
You.! )l

—
'_'l"l({r l L H\];
) )
khl:-"_""'ll,l _.-'I




E‘:(CP.EMEMT A TonN A' BRIcKS ! THE STREET AND
IJOC* WHAT A JOIK, OUT OF MY L\FE.

EH, ﬁ-ﬂ af-HAHAHAHA KR, DIZZY LAUGHED
.MORE LIKE — YOU FELL FOR IT LIKE HIMSELF DownN

LJHAT AN IfﬂfBEE SILE, IFHE WOULD'VE
WHAT AN OLTRA MARDON! / PRVSED TO Loak
BACK, , HE'D
HAJUE SEEN THE
TEAR ROLLING
DOWMN my CHEEK.

T HAD NEVER.
Reen] KicgseD

LIKE THAT BEFORE!

THEN, D122y BEGAN TO  NEMEEsaaiCvv s endlial (WHAT DOES T
SPREAD VICious RUMORS ESiss o MATIER 2 WHAT
AROUT My MANHOOD. T =& IT'M SORRY.. T DOES ANYTHING
COULDN'T GET A FEMALE K&Y DON'T HAVE TD MATTER.?
CO-STAR FOR MY NEXT eN PRINT THIS IF a0 ‘o
FiLm...MY CAREER DIONT 48 YOU DON'T RERALLY DIZ2Y'sS

LAST LONG AFTER THAT., Ao DERD,

HE'S EDNE
AND NOow
1L KNOW
HE'S NEVER

BACK

ﬂﬁ_li DIZ22Y LED PN INTERESTING LIFE ... ACcoRDING

TO His MEDICAL HISTORY , HE'S BEEN DROPPED SIX
STORIES, RUN THROUGH A CANNING FACTe RY,AND

SToRyY on CELERRITY AUTOPSIES. HIT BY MORE FRLLING TREES THAN TIT'D HAVE

gy [N ) THOUGHT POSsIBLE. AND YoU KNOW WHAT IT
Y (WHAT HAVE X TOOK. TO KiLL Him?
You &oT FOR e e

. 7
ME, WILLY> /Y fx,;éﬂéﬂ A HYDRAULIC PRESS?

REFORE LEAVING, T CHECKED
IN WITH Wity AT THE MORGUE.
WILLY ALWAYS HAD THE INSIDE

=
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CREASES? You
MEAN D122 -

NOPE. NO STAMPER MARKS. NO, DI22Y WwWAS DEAD
BEFORE HE GOT FLATTENED. T PULLED TWwWO
SLUGS OQUT OF HIS CHEST. NO OTHER SIGNS oF
VIOLENCE , BUT, WELL.... IT'S KINDA FUNNY ... T (52 i . g
THE LENGTH OF THE BODY. AR y — pedsR WM (50 F/GGER \
IT. sAY, 00 I
T GET THE
BASEBALL
TICKETS?

D . — e ——

- —

-
]

O

= -
T SeT ouT FOR PORRPIE'S PLACE , WEST OF TOWN. ——7 A
HALFWAY THERE , A COUPLE OF FIRE ENGINES f o

RACED PAST ME, HEADING FOR A CLOUD OF =

SMOKE THATHAD BEGUN TO R\SE OVER THE HILLS...

i

...WHERE PoRKPIE%S

. : '[}ﬂ' e CREN '
nmhmuw'Jl ™ - "7 STUDIO WAS AT
e INSIDE, WITH THE PIG. THE
i{ SERGEANT'S TERRIFIED

OF FIRE. \ﬁ

Anbon 4 1"l‘rrf*"!..i"d'lil"l:-r'--.'li THIS IS STARTING
: TO LOOK, LIKE SOMERBODY

1S OUT FOR REVENGE

ON THE WACKYTUNES

WHILE T WAS WARITING FOR
YoU GuyS, T NOTICED LIGHTS
oM IN THE WAREHOUSE., T
STARTED TOWARDS 1T WHEN
I REALIZED THE LIGHT wWhRs
REALLY A FIRE .., T sAwW
THART THE DooR HAD BEEN
FORCED... THATs ALL,
THEN YoU SHOWED ue,

R

5 T 7
B A LeTs Hear 1T J’/‘f’?//é
AGAH IN.

2 S e eoes | I ISR
OKAY, PORKPIE. ’%{/%/ﬁ #i‘“ﬂ"l '“'?-'“‘-jk | %";ﬁ ﬁ"ig”’

AND Yo CANT THIMIL {}Fﬁ Py TE-;- A e
6%% By Shio You 01 s STo, seroennr> B

e
-

LY

JRITIAGIT PEJUGEEE*;‘_ LOOK, LIKE I'NE NGT REALLY, BUT I CANT %
WHO'S RESPONSIBLE ! SAID, DI22Y DION'T ARREST THE GuY FOR § NYARG, GIUE ME |
HAVE ANY SPECIAL |88 BEING SUSPICIOLS. T & A MINUTE TO |
REAsON For £ THINK HE'S HIDING SomE- i TRY SOMETHING,
STOPPING BY... HE ;1 MENBE I cAN a
UseED TO VISIT ME | BLOW HS cooL. )/
&\ OFTEN. WE WERE b~ ?
PALS. WE SHOT TRE
BREEZE FOR AN
HOUR OR SO AND
THEM HE LEFT!

g

— ——— )




STOPITISTOR!
NONE OF THAT'S
TRUE, NONE OF IT/

BARKY WAS
SHOT, AND
THAT'S ALL!
HE DION'T

SUFFER/

T UNDERSTAND
THE BODY WwWARS
DISFIGURED..,
KNIFE wWounNDsS,
CIGAR BURNS..
P1z2y MIGHT'VE
BEEN SEXOALLY
| ABUSED.! KILLER
. MUST RE A REAL
. SICKOD!/

# I CAN STILL SEE

L] HIM... THE RUGGED-
2 OUT EYES, THE

#4 HORRIFIED GRIMACE,
AND THEN THE RAN
HAD GOT TQ HIM, SO
HE WAS KIND OF

1 WRINKLED UP...

74 CURDLE YOUR BLOOD.

. YEP .. PRETTY GRISLY
THIS DI2Z2Y THING, PRETTY
GRISLY. MAKE You SICK
TO YOUR, STOMACH, T
EAN SICKk.

WE ONLY JUST FOUND QUT
gl THAT DIZZY WAS SHOT IT
7 WASN'T IN THE PRPERS.

I il LET'S NOT WASTE TIME
1" | HERE, P1G. WHAT REALLY
HAPPENED?

YEﬁJ BUT Fi‘:}m TR L

OH, GO0, ITS
ALL FALLING

APART.., u.IHHT?
HAJUE T DONE!

T DION'T WANT
TO KILL HIM,
T DIDN'T PLAN
T IT R IET o
HAPPENED.
HE WAS ONE
OF MY FRIENDS,

]
cesi e TPHIEY]

=

. WONDER WHERE THAT

PITIFUL PORKER HAS
GGT OFF To.,

Dvzzy DID COME TO SEE ME SATURDAY NIGHT ..,

HE WAS PRETTY STONED. HE FOUND ME OUT Ind
THE WRREHOUSE.

S R T T b B Y SR R Pl o o T E' ] :

SRR e M SohELes

R T A g:}-f- - S 22)6S You

T Y T R

HEY PORKPIE, WHERE 32 T

ARE Yau? ITS YER You IN HERE , PIGT o S e B

OLD PAL Diz2Y/ Ao J G
_ ] SSO0-00EEY il

Fo. H ! & r; Y
e HAHA-HA! s : :
[ : Bk : e i ry = i
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HEY, THERE Y'ARE, OH, NOTHING . NAH, L KINDA LIKE |THERE ... BRINGS BACK,
CHURS! WATCHop C'Mon LET'S GET THE MEMORIES, YA KNOW,., 2 SNIFFZ ALL
UPTOO... . OUT OF HERE. MY GREAT FLICKS S SNIFFS AND THE

GOSH, DizzY
yoU CRYING?

oy

f FANS. ZSNIEF- SN IFF=

/ 77
{
.r'l:."'l

I
.|l III- Ill' |:l I:':.llllll I.' IlII T -I,". l.l' .l"r 7 '; e ._lnlll' IlII l|' lllr ; AT ] ;
Nz s
oy 11 e
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ZSNIFFT ARE YOU RIDDINGT fapar e
NO, T SMELL GASOLINE. & DD-DON'T RBE
TSNIFFT YOU smELL H RIDICULOVUS. \
£ YOU'RE HAVING A
% H-HALLUCINATION
i OR SOMETHING.

AND WHAT'S WITH THE STUTTERING,
PORKPIE ¥ vou NENER. DID THAT
BEFORE ... WHAT ARE You UP To*

S ..é:_! .._‘_‘_:_-:I_:.-I. LE Pk
y ¥
8y

|||||

YOU CAN'T DO (T,
PORKPIE , YOU

T GETIT. A

N-N-NG, REALLY DIzZzY,
TORCH JoB/

T W-WoUuLDN'T DO THAT.

YOU WERE %, GOSH, NO. CAN'T JUST
GONNA BURN A L INCINERATE
DOWN YOUR B | MY LIFE.! You
OwN PLACE e UNDERSTAND?
FOR THE % THE MEMORIES

INSURANCE ! £ IN THIS PLACE

RELONG To ME./

Nou THINK,
YOU'RE GOING To
DESTRGY IT.T

THAT WAS MY G:uﬂu'r\é
TIME FATSTOFFR T WAS
HAPPY, THEN.,, INSANELY
HAPPY... !

REMEMBER THIS ANUIL7
IT's THE OME T DROPPED .. AND HERES
ON GUACKY 'S FooT IN THE ROCKET
HELMET FrROM
2)P,200M BRN




0

NO! T WON'T LET You Do IT! T'L R&&

STOP You! THE POLICE WiLL
STOP You ! HELP,/HELP.!

PO-LICE! HELP/

g T A A e T

DRUNK AND BABBLING.

Now STOP MRKING So
MUCH NOISE AnD

cCaLm Down. ,3?
Fl
7

i
Wl

ENOUGH,
Diz22y!

NG, OH,NO' WHAT HAVE T Yok
DONE ”? IT'VE SHOT

LI'm NOT
KIDDING,

& d : l'.- i L =
~ A - -1 N

s o BN [—fe} )5} Y]
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LT WAS THE MosT

L
P — E
— \
O
YOu MUST UNDERSTAND,

T DIDN'TSTOP TO THINK

WHAT T WAS DOING ... T MACABRE
WAS IN SORT OF A TRANCE. THING I HAD
EVER DONE...

L HAD JUST MURDERED
MY OLDEST PAL ... AND I

WAS STUCK WITH A CORPSE
THE SIZEOF A BUS,

I HAD To GET RID OF
THE BODY. I LOOKED
AROUND, AND THEN IT
HITME. I COULD DROFP
DI1Z2Y MILES AWAY
WITHOUT EVER, LEAVING

THE WAREHOUSE.

..........
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77
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LAND 581D GOOD-
BYE TO my FRIEND
FOR.THE LAST TIME

AND WHEN T HAD
FINISHED My GHASTLY
TASK, T CARRIED
DIZZY TO THE

GIANT SLINGSHOT..

STOP THE
PRESSES,

ARTIE, T'VE GOT
A HELL OF AN
EXCLUSIVE...

PORKPIE. LET's
TAKE A LITTLE
TRIP DowNTOwN

\ T"H (A \ N

1 '_"I'II', I'l _||_|II 1

"|'|'_I" b [
SR T
Hilrband.

i, _
i :

; .' . rl o e

1

roghd = L
T PHONED IN MY STORY, A BLAC
COMEDY As PMZARRE As ANY OF
DI22Y'S SCREEN ESCAPADES.
SOMEHOW, THOLGH , HIS STRANGE

DEFTH SEEMED QDOLY FITTING...
DIZZY HAD L\WED,..AND DIED..,

BIGGER THAN LIFE.

The End



The country of Shartoa has suffered occupation by self-proclaimed Tosiu
"peacekeeping” forces now for ten yvears. INn that time, the economy has
been plundered and the population suffers endless petty abuses. Various

factions are now preparing to attempt to oust the Tosiu. BIRTHRIGHT

Hey, let’s stop oft Can’t tonight.
for a hot one, eh? Catch it next time.

&r going

‘i:.

S

& Oh, come on, Gamel! It's dealing
with things before the invasion!

\




There are quite a few of
us who still remember.

b

: .
e "
-

. Yer a smart one, eh? =

We’re members of the *“special”’ ‘?ﬁ"'* e |
department of the union. 'I g e
I e —--A\“ . é-;_-g- i e

Yer awfully sympathetic
for an outlander. |

I’m really a Shartoan,
‘orphaned during the war.

T

o e :
S i :
o o

fter, a fouch of revenge. ~~_

i T & ' P i
e Well — more a sense il | Ah! A high thinkin” fellow!|
of responsibility to | /J 0 o e | told ya he’d be good. e

my countrymen. a /
. A We’ve been watching you. /

\[ Good worker. Good with
N\ your mates. Born Iender._}
= 4
¥ -3
i

\_ o~

o

e

-

What are ‘fnl.l i
driving at?
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| c i
o "% 3]
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They didn’t seem fo pay attention fo |
the descriptions of pre-invasion life. |

S

S _,5:__\55'_

You’ve had a good look at that book,
haven’t you? The Tosiu thought it would
illustrate the futility of revolution.

And didn’t think we’d see through
the weak propaganda lines. %

R
e reading it. l_.L“\-._": _ LD And they’re going to want to make
’ changes. You can be a part of it. ?

Sure.
\ |

Ah, Mis. Shodi, how |
has your day been? |

Oh, asite from vatching chiltren an’ tozen
assault rifles refurbished, nothing much.

on Alinn?




But in this case, no news is good news. If he was
. picked up — we’d hear about it immediately.

the

And if he’s joined with one of

union groups, he’s probably

just an anonymous member. &=

the public recognition?
T ——

Can’t we get one |
of the old mini "

And why should | gi'l;\‘E.ll..lp |
my control of the district? |

Now wait a minute! Isn’t what we need the
image of a single leader? All the real decisions
are still going to be made by the committee? Right?

ne? Since when did T-I:.:Il;.ﬂ

i
Ry

precedent over proven leadership?

BT

So we need a name that will bring the people out

as much for the movement as any personal appeal.

V
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So, imagine this, one of Kashoka’s family comes back Irn'??;‘. G e
exile to help rid the homeland of the occupation forces. The exact text can be
~ |worked out to best effect.

L

o

e e

AN =8 .
He makes no claim for the crown,
he only wants freedom for the people. 3 g

Uh-huh. And where are
we going fo get this ?

Well, many of you know | was
orphaned during the war.

None know my real name,

Alfon Kashoka,
son of Prince Anton of Shartoa!

] "%: X 2, - =
%’ G E = A £
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An’ he

lfon is here!

goes o fight!|

Come, we can’t be
caught on the street.
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[TO BE CONTINUED]
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/ SIEGEL / oV OwM SOME
PROPERTIES ON GEORGE ST/

THEY WANT A QUoTE
oN QUME REFAIRS...

.. SO WHAT T MNEEP To
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POSE OF “pUR PROPERTIES
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[CONTD FROM INSIDE FRONT COVEHR]

ongoing battle between JACK
KIRBY and the Marvel Comics
Group over the possession of
Mr. Kirby's original art. (For
those of you who haven't, |
recommend a quick perusal of
The Comics Journal #105.
which devotes most of its
pages to the conflict -
including a savagely elogquent
editorial by FRANK MILLER on
the subject.)

What it boils down to is that
Marvel is acting in a
horrendously ungratetful
manner toward the gentleman
who co-created virtually every
major character in the Marvel
universe. Not only does Mr.
Kirby get zilch for all the
millions Marvel makes off the
series he co-conceived, but
Marvel is using a paltry 88
pages of original artwork in
an attempt to bully Mr. Kirby
into signing a document that
would forfeit all possible
rights he could have to
anything he created for
Marvel, in perpetuity.

A slew of comics profes-
sionals — including such
luminaries as Bill Sienkiewicz,
Alan Moore, Jim Starlin, Neal
Adams, Dave Stevens, Garry
Trudeau. and literally dozens
of others —have signed a peti-
tion demanding that Marvel
return Kirby's art. The Comics
Journal is also circulating a
petition for comics tans to
sign. which is reproduced on
this page.

This is your chance to make
a difference. Make a Xerox of
the petition (you don’t want to

cut up the last page of "Gnuft”

on the opposite side of the
sheet, do you?) or type up a
copy of it and send it in. It'l]
cost you a total of about 30
cents, and it will be another
step toward helping a man
who has given more to comic
books than anyone else in the
world get his due. We owe it
to Jack. Send in the petition
today.

Plug time! Of course, we'd
like you to spend as much
money as possible on all those
terrific Fantagraphics Books
comics (all advertised on the
last two pages of this issue),
but if by chance you have any
pennies left after that, you
might want to check out these
two titles produced by this
issue's contributors:

You can buy yourself a copy
of the latest issue of Albedo,
#7, for $2.00, sent to Thoughts
& Images. P.O. Box 19419,
Seattle, WA 98109. In addition

JACK KIRBY
PETITION

I, the undersigned, believe that Marvel Comics
should place no conditions upon the immediate
refurn of Jack Kirby's original art. I regret
Marvel's shameful treatment of and ingratitude
toward its most inspired, imaginative, and pro-
ductive founding father, without whom there
might not be a Marvel Comics today. Further-
more, I wish to express my appreciation and love
for Jack Kirby, who, by his unparalleled talent
and his life-long devotion to comic book art,
enriched the lives of comics readers everywhere.

(signed)

Name (print)

Address

(date)

Please return to:

Comics

Journal

4359 Cornell Road, Agoura, CA 91301

to the usual great stuif by
STEVEN A. GALLACCI and
DEAL WHITLEY, that issues
features a sensational cover
by Ken Macklin to boot! (Also
available are issues 3. 5. and
6.)

And Tom Stazer is still
selling copies of Spaced. his
very funny and entertaining
science-fiction title. If you
enjoyed "Zany But Deadly.”
send him $2.60 for the latest
issue of Spaced, made out to
Unbridled Ambition, P.O. Box
500202, Houston, TX 77250-0202.

No other American editions
of FREDDY MILTON stuff for
the nonce. but we'll have some

— 30 —

related news on "Gnuff” next
issue.

Mupping out future issues of
Critters, here's what you can
expect:

Next issue, #5, features the
climax and conclusion to the
"Gnuif” serial, with an extra-
long segment and full-color
cover by Freddy Milton. After
that. the Gnuffs will be taking
a break for a couple of issues
—but never fear, they will be
back [see below]! That issue
also includes a "Nilson
Groundthumper” story by Stan
Sakai. Now. a lot of people
(myself included) have




puzzled over how Stan can tell
such a good. solid story in 10
pages; well, in this case. he
tells one in four! And rounding
off the issue is the penulti-
mate chapter of Steve
Gallacci’s "Birthright.”

Critters #6 features the
return of Usagi Yojimbo in a
new story; the conclusion to
"Birthright.,” with a full-color
cover painting by Gallacci:
and, I'm very proud to say, the
first story by MARK ARM-
STRONG for Critters, featuring
his character Jack Bunny
(whom some of you may re-
member from a Charlton Bulls-
eye of a few years back—the
same one that featured the
first color Neil the Horse
story). I've been a fan of
Mark's work for years
(Gallacei and | have even
gone so far as to follow Peter
Porker, Spectacular Spider-
Ham, just for his marvelous
drawings), and I'm delighted
to have him join our merry
crew.,

[t anything could make me
happier than a Mark Arm-
strong story, it would be a
full-color airbrush Mark Arm-
strong cover. and that’s just
what we have fronting Critters
#7 —accompanying the
conclusion to the “Jack Bunny”
story. Also in that issue is
another "Usagi Yojimbo” (two
in a row!), and the first
chapter of a new "Lionheart”
serial by Tom Stazer.

Still following me? I've got
these suckers planned out!

Critters #8 sees the return of
"Gnuif,” in a new serial called
“"Animal Graffiti.” (Oh, by the
way, the first serial was called
"The Gnuffs Move In"; forgot to
mention that.) The issue also
includes the second chapter of
the "Lionheart” serial, and a
short story by —oh, we'll
surprise you.

Critters #9 will cover-feature
the "Lionheart” serial; issue
#10 will cover-feature another
"Usagi Yojimbo" story: and
issue #11 is our extra-special
Christmas issue, with more
features than you can shake a
stick at. including the conclu-
sions to both the "Lionheart”
and the "Gnuff” serial.

Hey., what a coincidence -
all this chatter wound up right
next to our subscription page.
Funny how that worked out.
Don't let me stop you...

Na:u:t issue, I'll be printing
some letters (honest, [ will—so
keep on writing!l). See you
then!

CREDITS: "Zany But Deadly” was written and drawn by Tom Stazer,
with some plotting assistance by John Willlams and Anthony Smith. “Birth-
right” was written and drawn by Stewven A. Gallaccl, with typesetting pro-
vided by Western Type. "Gnuif"’ was written, drawn. toned. and re-lettered
by Freddy Mliton; the translation was by Elm Thompson. The cover is a
painting by Ken Macklin. Separations provided by Impact Productions.
The CRITTERS logo was designed by Freddy Milton and rendered by Ingo
Milton. Printed at Port Publications. Production by: Tom Mason. art direc-
tor, and Dave Nelson, production assistant. CRITTERS is edited by Kilm
Thompson for FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

That's all very nice, but what about Usagi Yojimbo? Is
Prince Alion's attempt doomed to failure? What is it that's
bedeveling the Gnuffs in their house? Can Tom Stazer
really sustain a 40-page "Lionheart” novel? If all these
animal-related questions are bothering you, you have no
option but to subscribe to CRITTERS and every issue will
be delivered to your doorstep!
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Begin my subscription to Critters with the next issue off the presses!
I enclose a check or money order for $9.00 for the next € issues (outside
U.S.. $11.00 in U.S. funds).

| Also. send me a copy of Critters #3, which | missed. I've enclosed
$2.50 ($3.00 outside U.5.).

name

address

zip/country

state/ prov.

Send to:
CRITTERS SUBS, 4359 Cornell Rd.. Agoura, California 91301.

(Please make check or money order payable to CRITTERS. Allow 6-8 weeks
for your tirst copy to arrive. All copies mailed in protective envelopes.|

-

© 1986 Stan Sakai



IF YOU’VE ENJOYED
READING THIS

COMIC BOOK. ..
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GOMICS

NEAT STUFF: From the
demented mind of Weirdo
editor PETER BAGGE comes
this quarterly solo magazine
—all-Bagge and all-hilarious
strips starring Girly-Girl,
Chuckie Boy, Junlor, the
Bradleys, Studs Kirby, and
morel ($5.50 for three issues)
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LLOYD LLEWELLYN: The
coolest of the hip, DANIEL
CLOWES’s retro-new wave .
detective confronts hillbillies,
hotrodders from Mars, giant
robots, mad scientists, and
dangerous dames in this
deadly serious spoof! ($9.95
for six issues)

AGAZINES

LOVE AND ROCKETS: No
doubt: the indispensible
comic of the '80s! GILBERT
and JAIME HERNANDEZ's
bi-monthly title features the
continuing serles ‘‘Locas
Tambien,” ""Mechanics,”’
“Heartbreak Soup,”’ and much
more! ($9.95 for six Issues)

THREAT: Four continuing
series—'The Holo. Bros,”
""Bob Mercenary,” '"Zone,”’
and “Enigma Funnies'—from
five wildly talented new car-
toonists! Violent, antisocial,
diverting, unique, funny as
hell—and monthly, to boot!
($9.95 for six issues)

Chaykin E

THE COMICS JOURNAL: A
hard-hitting magazine of news
and opinion, invaluable for
anyone who takes comic
books and comic strips seri-
ously. One hundred pages of
news, reviews, features, and
interviews—every monthl
($14.95 for nine issues)

NEAT STUFF © 1985 Peter Bagge, LOVE AND ROCKETS & 7985 Jaime Hernandez
COMICS JOURNAL “Time2" cover © 1986 First Comics, Inc. & Howard Chaykin, Inc.

S,

AMAZING HEROES: The TV
Guide of comics: a comic
book sized magazine that
previews upcoming ccmics
(often with exclusive artwork
and Interviews), looks back at
classic series, reviews current
comics, answers readers’
questions, and more! 84

1986 Daniel Clowes;: THREAT © 1988 Jim Rohn: AMAZING
1986 DC Comics Inc.

pages every other week!
($24.00 for 12 Issues)

LEOYD LLEWELLYN &)
HERDES "Watchmen" cover ©
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. . . FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS offers a whole line of fine comic
books and comic magazines for your entertainment. Subscribe
today for a regular dose of the very best the field has to offer!
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CAPTAIN JACK:
Animator MIKE
KAZALEH Is the man
behind this devilishly
funny space-opera
series, starring Capt.
Jack and his crew.
($9.00 for six issues)

GHI‘I"I‘IIII: A funny-

animal anthology
featuring work by
STEVE GALLACCI,
FREDDY MILTON,
STAN SAKAI, TOM
STAZER, and more!
Action and humor!
($5.00 for six issues)
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~ MESSNER-LOEBS's

epic saga of 1812
frontiersman Joshua
MacAlistaire, now in
its fourth year! Gritty,
funny, and fantastic
at the same time!
($9.00 for six issues)
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the classic comics library

CHESTER GOULD and DICK TRACY

Apprecialing Chester Euuld.h} I';q;naln Fheips
Remembering Dick Tracy by Tom Deflaven

NEMO: If you love classic
comic strips, you'll want

this magazine, which
reprints the finest of the
field. ($79.00 for 6 issues)

1986

LT

“Savage” |

1986 John Byrne: ANYTHING GOES!
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Please send me the following:

A B-issue subscription to Adventures of Captain Jack; | have I
enclosed 59.00 (outside U.S. and Canada: $12.50).

A 12-issue subscription to Amazing Heroes (includes the twice- I
a-year AH Preview Special—148 pages of previews!); | have enclosed
5$24.00 (outside U.S. and Canada: $30.00). I

A 5-issue subscription lo Anything Goes!; | have enclosed $9.00 I
(outside U.5. and Canada: $12.50).

_ A B-issue subscription to Critters; | have enclosed $9.00 (outside I
LS. and Canada: $12.50).

A T-issue subscription to Doomsday Squad: | have enclosed l
$12.00 (outside U.S. and Canada: $16.50). I

A B-issue subscription to LLoyd Llewellyn; | have enclosed $9.95
{outside U.S. and Canada: $13.50).

A B-Issue subscription to Love and Rocketis: | have enclosed

!
I
f
I
f
I
i
i I
| $995 (outside U.S. and Canada: $13.50). |
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A B-issue subscription to NEMO; | have enclosed $19.00 {outside
U.5. and Canada: 525.00).

A B-issue subscription to Love and Rockets; | have enclosed
59.95 (oulside U.5. and Canada: $13.50).

A B-issue subscription to Threat: | have enclosed $9.95 (outside
U.5. and Canada: 513.50).
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SQUAD: JOHN
BYRNE's first major
professional series,
re-colored for this
deluxe printing. All
seven issues, with
some special bonus
attractions in the
back! ($11.50 for all
seven issues)

ANYTHING GOES!:
Featuring new stories
and art by ALAN
MOORE, FRANK
MILLER, BILL SIEN-
KIEWICZ, JAIME HER-
NANDEZ, JACK
KIRBY, MIKE BARON
. . .and that's only
the beginning! ($8.00
for all five issues)

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY _STATE LIF

Send to:
L Fantagraphics Books. 4359 Cornell Road. Agoura. CA 91301
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THEY'LL BE BACK. .. BACK-TO-BACK.

In a 4-part mini-series
from Upshot Graphics
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Dalgoda’s mad. He wants revenge.

Inchmale’s mad, too. He wants the
rent.

Together they’ll be back (and
back-to-back) in a thriil-packed,
double-barrelled package that’ll
tickle your tlesh and shiver
your bones.

FLESH & BONES and THE BOJEFFRIES
SAGA. Written by JAN STRNAD and
ALAN MOORE. lllustrated by DENNIS
FUJITAKE and STEVE PARKHOUSE. ——
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Don’t miss this one!
| enclose a good check or money order for $8.00 (outside the USA.

I $12.00 in U.S. funds) for a four-issue subscription to Flesh & Bones. !

: | Name P - I
Coming

this | Address '

summer I I

from | City . State.  Zip |

I Please send to {and make checks payable to) FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS, I

I 4359 Cornell Road, Agoura Hills, CA, 91301 I

l All copies are mailed in a protective envelope. ) I

Existing Dalgoda subscriptions will be applied to Flesh & Bones.

Dalgoda © 1986 Sirnad & Fujitake; Inchmale € 1986 Moore & Parkhouse



