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Third Issue Editorial by KIM THOMPSON

well, it's official: Critters is a
hit! Although we took pains to
overprint the first issue by a
substantial margin (it racked
up the biggest print run for a
black-and-white Fantagraphics
Books comic ever), reorders
cleaned out our warehouse
within ten days of distribu-
tion — much to everyone's
astonishment,

What this means for those of
you joining us late, unfortu-
nately, is that Critters #1 is
now officially sold out [it's no
longer on the susbcription
coupon). But since there are
well over 14.000 copies out
there, you should be able to
scare one up for yourself
belfore the prices start to rise.
(Me. I've got a dozen copies
hidden away under my bed.)

Speuking of sell-outs. a
number of people have written
in., asking how to get ahold of
STAN SAKAI's pre-Critters
installments of "Usagi
Yojimbo! which appeared in
early. now out-of-print issues
of STEVEN A. GALLACCI's
excellent small-press comic
Albedo. I'm delighted to
announce that this summer
we'll be releasing the first
Usagi Yojimbo Summer
Special. In addition to
reprinting both the Albedo
episodes (an eight-pager and
a 20-pager),. it will feature a
new story by Stan. a wrap-
around cover by Stan colored
by TOM LUTH, an introduction
by MARK EVANIER. and a
page drawn by SERGIO ARA-
GONES —thus reuniting for
Fantagraphics Books the team
behind Marvel's funniest comic
book (no. you smart-alecks.
not Savage Tales!).

This 48-page package will
run around $2.50 or $2.75, and
should hit the stands around
the middle of July.

As if that weren't enough,
June will see the release of
the first Usagi Yojimbo story in
full color, as a back-up to The
Doomsday Squad, cur ongoing
deluxe reprinting of JOHN
BYRNE and JOE GILLs classic
Doomsday+1.

As a result of all this
activity, Stan’s presence in
Critters won't be as regular as
we might have hoped. Usagi
will take a sabbatical until
the sixth issue...although
Stan will be represented with
a four-page "Nilson Ground-
thumper” story in Critters #5.
After this, we hope to see
Usagi or Nilson at least every
other issue. Were counting on
you, Stan!

Nexi issue, we'll be adding a
couple of people to the ever-
changing roster of Critters:
KEN (Dr. Watchstop) MACKLIN,
who bows in with a sensatio-
nal "barbarian bunny” cover
painting. and TOM (Spaced)
STAZER, who introduces a set
of funny-animal detective
characters in a "pilot” episode
to a possible series. This, plus
the continuation of "Birthright”
and "Gnuff"-what more could
you want?

Critters #4 goes on sale in
30. I hope you'll join us. ..
And il this is too long a wait
for your funny-animal fix.
have you picked up the first
issue of The Adventures of
Captain Jack? The introduction
alone, by DONALD (Megaton
Man) SIMPSON, is well worth

the cover price! KT
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USAGI YOJIMBO
""Horse Thief”’

by STAN SAKAI

Some days it just doesn't pay to get
out of bed. as Usagi Yojimbo dis-
covers in this comedy of errors.
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BIRTHRIGHT

"Chapter Three”
by STEVEN A. GALLACCI

Back on his planet of birth. Young
Prince Alfon and his guardian both
encounter trouble. ..

GNUFF in:
"Unhappy Relurns”
by FREDDY MILTON

It's Gnellie’s birthday and the Gnuifs

have bought her a piano. How can
anything go awry on a day like this?
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FINISH OFF THESE
GUARDS QUICKLY!

= HERE'S AN
e \-5__ OPPORTUNITY
e FOR A HUGE J~_ PON'T LET THE
g?‘) O\, REWARD/ e~
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WE'VE GOT THE

GOLD/

BEFORE

REINFORCE-
MENTS

ARRIVE /
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THE PORTERS AND

GUARDS ARE ALL DEAD = CAN SELL THIS

AND THE BANDITS
TOOK. EVERYTHING
SO THERE'S NO
REWARD...

RONIN /!
YOU'RE A
DEAD MAN!

LUt I

BANDIT'S
HORSE./
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EXCUSE ME BUT I HAVE A Uil

Y NO THANKS, RONIN. T NEED o
A FIERCE WAR STEED WITH A
NOBLE LINEAGE AND...

FINE HORSE., 1 PON'T WANT TO EH
SELL HIM BUT T NEED THE

| MONEY. |I “
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YES, HE'S A
FINE

THIS s ANIMAL,

YOUR ISN'T HE @

HORSE 7/

S
ME B BANDITS ¢

" YOUR
HORSE?”
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HE'LL HAVE
HALF THE TOWN
AFTER ME IN NO

LOSE THEM X
ON THE
MOUNTAIN
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-.ONE WITH
A SOFTER
SADDLE. !

STEEDS! THEY MUST

P BELONG TO HORSE
TRADERS! I'LL EXCHANGE

MY MOUNT FOR A FRESH ONE! ﬁ

L= LOOK! THAT'S THE

KILLED OUR MEN
AND STOLE OUR




THERE'S MY
HORSE WITH THOSE
OTHER STEEDS!
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WHAT'S
GOING
ON ?

MAGISTRATE/
LOOK.! OUR CLAN'S
CREST ON THAT
BoOx /

é- " { ..Ijlll.

THEY'VE \ ;-
STOLEN OUR) |

z LORD'S GOLD
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e~ 1 |
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1 SHOULD BE
SAFE ENOUGH

BEG PARPON,
SAMURAI, BUT
THIS 1S A BIT
HEAVY FOR
OUR OLD
BONES.
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HEY, You,
WOOP CUTTER,
YOU'RE BLOCKING
THE PATH/

IT USEP TO BE A LOT EASIER
TO MAKE AN HONEST LIVING
BUT A MAGISTRATE CONFISCATED
' OUR PACK HORSE !
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“ZONE” BY MIKE KRAIGER

“ENIGMA FUNNIES” BY GARY FIELDS

“THE HOLO BROTHERS” BY JIM ROHN
“BOB MERCENARY” BY JAY GELDHOF

and
DAVE HARRISON
BROUGHT TO YOU BY

| FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS

SlLEH 3AR] Cjoyman ARP CSpEY AED SREL




BIRTHRIGHT

i Shartoa is occupied by Tosiu troops who secretly hold prisoner most of the ’

old ruling family long thought dead. The eldest son, Alfon, who had escaped to

. ¥ Nneighboring Fantira, has returned after ten years, determined to help rid his
& hormeland of foreign “peacekeepers.” Major Duwan and Jenna Shodi follow

& him, fearing for his safety and the success of an overthrow attempt,

S

Relax Ms. Shodi. Once past
~| the checkpoint we’ll be fine.

Yes, there seems to |
| be no end of them.

o
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Ach! Look at that! So much for the grand reconstruction.
Coal fired tenement blocks. This all used to be a low

density archology. Fusion powered, clean.

AH! At least the street
market is still here.
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Wando! | hoped
to find you here.

I—————— Oh Ho! Major!
There’s some people

: here we must meet.
: %

ook up a few other people.

£ T

S

I Ooh, she’s ta one!

And Ms. Shodi, Wando, former
welfare minister, now greengrocer.




Looking for me?

So what do you want?

Major Duwan. | recognize ','u from the old dy:. '
Senti Pass. What brings you back to Shartoa? |

Oh, come to pay my respects. Come on now, order has fo be maintained.
How is it that Shartoa uniforms stand next to Tosiu? And there are not enough '“peacekeepers’’
11% Sp— \V to go around.

Ah, as augmentees to an abusive mupntiuﬁu] force? | 4
[m—— ; =Y /.13
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| ’ No doubt.

Uhrr, but enough You are, no doubt,
about me. here for more than
just ““paying respects.”’

Yeah! Team supervisor!

V.

A

So, ya got yer job ticket too.

It's the luck of the outlanders,
ya know. |"ve been waitin’ a
year for work.
O

—

What? With all that’s to do? HAH! Them damn Tosiu don’t trust locals. Figures we're all thieves
| and saboteurs. But plays it cagey with the unicns, for sure.

I’d think there’d be a labor shortage.
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7 \\ | An’ they can’t get near enough LJ
\. guest workers in o get it done.
Q‘L . ____.—'5. =:- ;

| only got this ' cause they're
behind on that new project.

Didn’t know yer interested in our past.

Uh — yeah.

Y

] ",

It's my — uh, a history of
the Anton Kashoka regime.

-

L oy, T
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I — An’ that’s how we got ta be here. \

In ah manner ah speakin’.




Honest ta tell ya, Ms. Jenna,
ah was a bit skeptical to hear |
ya was comin’,

N

So, ah figure ya’ll need ta know ah bit
—ne®| about the hardware before the party starts.
T T T e PR
So, the young prince is here too. |
I’m glad he’s become active.

- Finding him iII ban ruble. (5




~ | Maybe not. He could fall
- lin with the union rowdies.

Erh, leave
him to me.

T

s fr u:ﬁn, |
"] we've got to take advantage of
any shift in the people’s und.

It won’t take too much!
more to get them -
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#
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{1t"s the new propaganda rag the Tosiv have ¢ L
been pushing. The Kashoka biography, [ PNG
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Other than some Irunspumﬁ rationalizations fﬁ the |
invasion — it accurately chronicles the whole fall.
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[ Here’s our chance.
She’s right! And this flies in the face of the ._ V4
official line of the Tosiu Grand Reconstruction. e

o

Olln'f, we’ve got fo iu
| on this yesterday.

What's amazing is Ih the Tosiu don’t |

seem 1o realize what they’ve givenus.|

e 3 o,

It's shaping up to be a best seller.
The advance run is already sold out.
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ting but a bunch of rhnviiiit thugs.
Don’t credit us with a spark of intelligence.

Oh? Uh - sur:._




" O, FATHER —
) ARE YOU STILL ALIVE?

[TO BE CONTINUED]



GROCER|ES
SEeM TO GET

HEAVIER EVERY

i,

véEWHEW % AT LEAST NOW WE HaVe
ENOUGH FOR SEVERAL DAvS !

£

OH ,DARN / THE

; KEY SNAPPEPR

OFF IN THE LUCH,”

/

.. THAT MEANS GOING
UP THE BACK WAY..

\

THREE

ORIES

POWN AND
THREE

N BACK UP/

# ClaH 5¢

1 ACHE AU
WERH' &I’IT
AT LEAST
THIS KEY
PIPN'T...

TRANSLATEP BY KIm THoMPSoMN




OH \FUDGE/
IT SEEMS Like
EVERYTHING |9
FALLING APaRT

/
]

IN THIS HOUZCE,

\

IT'S A MIRACLE
NONE oF US Has
BEEN HURT...

/1
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GNORPERT anp \

GMNUFF AND
GNICKY/! WHAT (/]
ARE THEY ;

UP ToZ
O A7
noﬁ* , / ,,/
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DO
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WE GOoT FoR
HoU, GNELLIE/
CooL , HUH 2

JUST WHAT T've
ALWATYS WANTEPD ¢
A PIANO/ THOSE
KASCALS DIPN'T

BIRTHPAY AFTER

FORGET My 224TH
ALL! How SWEET/

L.

NP
N "Efg

COME ON UF FOR
COFFEE ANP FIE BEFORE
|  MOVING THE Piano/

|
)
i

/
f
1
- I

HAVE ANOTHER CUP

OF COFFEE ,GUYS .- AND
GRAB ANOTHER SLICE /

] ™
WE LEFT TH' PIANER IN TH' HALL ..

N
Goor THNG T pUG OUT THE BROKEM KEY..
Now WE PoN'T HAUE TO BOTHER THE SUF’EM

N7 ‘-f'E';AHm_wE HAVE BEEN POING A




SOME- SAY, GNORBERT .., WHY DON'T ‘fou
WHAT MOVE IN WITH r
LATER.. 7=\ WELL.. 1 US? THE CELLARY
: L7 MEBBE... MAKE A GREAT
| WE}RH:EHGF#J
|
|
. 0, )
- "‘“:-_ —_; -f '-..""_;
» Lﬂ'-n @i

.. T Mas B ABLE -

To EARN SoME
EXTRA MONEY
AS A MUSIC
TEACHER..

v WE'RE ALMOST THERE..

ONE MNORE Bla
CHOVE... THERE

o O GNICKY!

YOU'RE
MO HELFP
AT ALLS
COME

P

THIS
A 'HUTE

s ALL
RIGHT / NO

\\/ GNELLIE HONEY..

PIDJA EVER Con-
SIPER TAKIN' UFP
T™E PiCcoLD?2

21/
N
I|l \

e "
5

7;’! } Wt

o
052

i:z _

A TAZ Morg Tp ‘
THE LEFT.. Goop,
GOOP ... KEEP

7

“INATCH THAT

L'VHQ&ﬂ.)

SNl Ly f\— WELL, THAT }
w-nISNIT £o E,ﬂﬂr’

i,

——

il

T HEREBY FPROCLAIM . suWHUFFE

THIS FPiANO A PERMANENT FiIX-
1 TURE % Gadf#% IN THIS APARTMENT /

SIKFACK
POWNSTAIRS ¢

THE‘:", GNORBEKT...
I'VE GOoT A (CoLD

'P.- T
vE




i

{"%F 5’“ lln

HMM.. T WoNPER WHERE WE..

UH -OoH/!

AMNELLIE...

4 oH My

WATCH OUT, )
GMNELLIE! [ =
; =

THE Woop
L MUST BE ROT-

: \
L0 1T WUZN'T LiaHT.. BUT
THIS IS RIPICULOUS !/




Some TRIP HUHZ

ALL
THAT
WoRIK FpR
NOTHING /

VANDALISM/
SABpTALERY!

MEBBE SO, MEBBE NO/
c'p 8¢ THE POLTER -
GEESTS WWANTCHA

DAT'S PE LAST S1RAWgERRy! .y
T ALLUS KNEW :" WHERE PRAG-

GINS G0, FOLLER FaiN 'N'
e WIDBS™ EFUTr’f_/
i —:——'7. ﬁ
P

ITS NOT OUR FAULT
THE FLOOE. COLLAPSED/

4 HEARD ME/
FOLTERGEESTS!
GREMBLING/
SPECTRUMS/ DA
HOUSE 18 FULLA
GHOSTS,.. DAT'S
WHY Np oNE EVER
CTAYS HERE FER
VERY LONG /

LISTEN  WHY Pon'T YoU JUET TEND To
WOUR JoB AS A SUPER AND LET US WwoRRY
ABOUT THE SPooks/

Yiknow | IT
TAKES MoRE'N
SOME STRANGE

APPAR|TIONS
T' ScaAre A
P%&M{J

AAGH/! PON'T 7\
SAY DAT/ YoUsSE
KiN MOVE WHEN
YA WANTS TA,
BUT T GOTTA
LIVE Here !
we |F PA
SPOOKS AET
ANTAGERMNIZED,
I'SE DoNE
FER/

/ IS IT Because OF THE GHEegTs THAT Lf’ﬂ-Ux
HAVEN'T FIXED THE HOLE IN THE ROOF YET 2
H,__a——ﬂ—'x__q______

THE SHIN GLES
BLEW OFF

LAST WEEK/

QUBMIT A WRITTEN REQUEST.. COLLECT
\__,_\fwug PRICE ESTIMATIONS ...

S il
VEBBE Youse
T'INKS TI'SE
ONLY HERE
TA SERVE
YOUSE HUHZ
.. ICE A
BUSY Mﬂﬂi
Y 'KNow /!

<‘HUHH”, PAT AIN'T GONNA BE CHEAP.. GOTTA

A
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'\‘
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I'M SORRY ABOUT
THE PiAND,

w AN' TH'
FLOCOR ...

GMNELLIE
e f

LEAST NO
_~ ONE GOT HURT,.

~ | JUST PROPERTY DaAMAGE.. §
el

4 POLTERGEESTS " AND GETS OUT OF POING

/ evER CQINCE WE MOVED N, THERE'S BEEN
TROUBLE EVERY DPAY 7 THE SUPER BLAMES HIg

> Hig JoB8/ BAH/
7 i'-f??[rTILI T_ P

™

" HE  rRog'LY THINK THAT CAUSE YoU'RE

[ Tl PRAGONS Y'won'T PARE
\i ’-'GMFLAIH To TH' LANPLORD

Lyl

' HEAH / WE'RE BEIN' RIPPED

STAING ON THE
CEILING WHERE

THE RANWATER.
TRICKLES PoWN
THROUGH THE ROOF! i

WALLFPAPER.
PEELING !
FLoorS

RoTTING!

—

.-"_-FF-

e

CAN TAKE/
T'M PULLING
oUT /! AN IF
YOU'RE SMALT,

You'LL o0
TH' SAME

U/
e y




7 s

WELL, THIS
mm'rrzrisg
SHOULD KEEF

THE WORST
OF IT ﬂuT

%

NIGHTTIMVE ..
SLEEF IS

LBRR/ T'M Free2ing/
HOW LoNG HAS IT

BEEN SINCE THE SUPER
PROMISEP TO FIX THAT
BROKEN WINDOW v

.C:G.H it THIS IS WerseE THAN

CHINESE WATER TORTURE... Now
WHAT & L‘

\ QPLIEE“

il spwwx
04 NO! THeze Goes THE

WKITCHEN FBAUCET AcAIN !
WHAT A BIRTHDAY/ 5

el : ' \
[TF e e 13
| ¥ : . THIS E’!QH@C&

PEFORE YD FIX
; F
THIE BEAGT/ IRMLY ARDUND

__pRIP
mx’ﬂ 1. f, pﬁ;ﬁﬁ}?’?’p‘g

i e B
TEE HEE ... T
I FIXED IT ALL
BY MYSELF..

e

WON'T GNUFF
BE SURPRISEP
WHEN T SHow
HM ToMoRRoW/




GNUFF IS ALWAYS SO

GOLOP AT THIS KINP oF THINA...
BUT I CAN TAKE CARE OF MYSELF/

1
“; WONPER IF THE SUPERLL
BLAME THE loUgy oLp
PLUMBING OM THE “PpL-
’TEEGEE:S’TQ'

]

pr
" TAKE THAT YouU BLACTED
INCONSIDERATE FIPE/

THIS L HOLP
TILL TOMERROW

¥

« PEACE ANP QUIET AT LAST..
PonN'T KNOw How MUCH LONGER T ...
|
ok




r

e —

i

=
| /J?""H'Hi&
IN THIG DARN

HOUGE WPHEKS

way 1ITS SUPPHCED To!

THAT poee 17/ K.

TIME TO GET THAT
LAazy SUPER OUT OF
BEp AND GIVE HIM

A PIECE OF /W MIND/ {

o

*'r“'_,,::;'_

oF COURSE THE

DOORBELL 1S BROKEN!
SILLY ME ! WHY'D A
T EVEN TRY T2

BUSTEPR
NATER PIPE/ ]

3 WHD-0-0 Pagced TO DISTURE US PURING N
f———---‘ INORK HoURS?Z
TS THOSE -

ACCURSED
PRAGONS

HOW [DAare wou PISRUPT OUR SEANCE Z

O pare You, MORTAL 2//

[/

[ RUPTED! HELLFIRE

BEEL2EBUE KNOWS, HAVING DRAGONS IN
THE HOUSE PoESN'T MAKE IT ANY EASIER/

THEN T BE INTER-

\y AND CAMNAT oM/

HERE WE ARE TRYMNaG 1) CoNTALT THE

— N\ METHERWOLL L‘?/‘v/—‘
{ ;:

Sy

TAUWING LOCAL

cALLS HERE (!

.. W-WHAT ABOUT ALL THAT WE'VE B¢enl
—— THROVGH
. WHAT ABoUT 1T ;Zb\ Z

THAT INSULT US BY

\ PEN'YING OUR EXISTENCE! A/




IF YoU WISH TO HAVE PEACE “{oU MUST
BeELIEVE INUS/ 1S THAT To0 MUCH TO f
ASK OF YOV Z HUH &

d

LAC We HaVE TRIEP
TO MOLLIFT
THE PoNERS/

-

oo SURELY
EVEN YOU CAN
FEEL THE EVIL
VIBRATIONS H

(" FrOM THE BEGINNING You'VE SCOFFED AT
/' THE SUPERNATURAL POWERS THAT INHABIT
THIS  BUILDING /

HEEP MY
APVICE | &O...
LEAVE BEFORE

COMETHING
TERE BLE

HaPPENS!
mnm o

TANORE VS AT YOUR
("own PERIL, DRAGON !

~ TS GETTING
| WERSE ANP WORSE/

A\ No’ storr )}

GNELLIE!
WHAT Ace

YoV DpING
OUT Here

ST

J OH-H, /NY HEAD...
WHAT HAPPENEZZ YOUR  KITCHEN .« GNICKY

WeNT UowWN 1D TURN OFF
THE WATER..

i Y

A WATER PIPE BROKE IN \

~L HAP SUCH A STRANGE
PREAM, GNUFF ... T'M
@GLAP IT'S OVER

YR/ ol

' b (J L2 03
., SOME giRTHpat, LY

HUH, ENELLIE 2/

NEXT: FoLITICAL ANIMALS
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Boy, oh boy! My very first comic-book letters
column! Since CRITTERS #1 has only bean
out for a weok or so, wo've only recelved foar
lettars, but next lssue, I axpect a deluge.
Thanks to the four who wrote so far, and
thanks to the ones that WILL write between
the tima I write this and it sees print, and
special thanks to thoss who write AFTER see-
Ing this in print!

I think that covers just aboul everybody.
Let's dip Into the mallbag! —ET

Dear Kim Thompson,

I own all five Cutey Bunny com-
ics. I've also been buying Albedo
since [ first saw it with issue num-
ber three (doesnt anyone out there
have issues number one and two to
sell or trade?), so I'm tamiliar with
the characters in Critters #1.

I suspect this will change with
future issues, and I'm looking for-
ward to being introduced to new
characters in the pages of Critters
who can give me as much reading
pleasure as the ones I'm familiar
with,

That’s not to say this issue held
no surprises. With Stan Sakai's
story I've gained some insight into
Miyamoto Usagi's code of behavior.
I've also been introduced to the
bounty hunter, a character | sus-
pect will be back. | would not mind
seeing him again.

| hope to see Usagi Yojimbe in
this comic often. Sakai's layout,
design and detail are excellent,
and all of those special touches.
like animal skull word balloons
and curious lizards, make it really
fun reading.

Cutey Bunny also surprised me
by striking an unusually somber
pose for that character, and though
I enjoyed the story I hope no one
will be forming their opinions of
Cutey Bunny based on this ex-
ample. Cutey Bunny really is a
much lighter comic.

Ancther surprise, "Birthright'
introduced me to a new facet of the
"Erma Felna” storyline in Albedo.
As usual with Steve Gallacei, I'm
left wondering what is going on.
But the fqult lies with me. ['ve got-
ten so used to having story plots
explained to me as if | were sub-
sentient that I've begun to expect
to be spoon fed this information.

Gallacci's work is clear, but not
obvious. In the end I'm left with a
lot of questions, and, as a result, |
find mysell, hours later, still think-
ing about this comic —and wishing
the next one was out already.

You must be crazy to take on all
the work there has to be to coor-
dinate a showcase like this. It must
be a labor of love, and it shows on

every page. Keep up the good
work.
—John DiGiorgio
Hibernia. NJ

You hit the nall right on the head with that
last comment, John. It's a lot of work doing
a comic ke CRITTERS (sspocially now that
I'm TRANSLATING part of the dam thing in
addition lo everything alse!), but [ think Ii's
worth every minute of It and I'm having a
ball.

As for getling early lssues of ALBEDO,
check out this lasus's aditorial. Also, Steve
Gallaccl tells me he'll be reprinting his own
work from those issues In some other format
shortly. KT

Dear Kim,

Critters was a delight to the mind
and eye: | bought two copies. I'm
very sorry to learn that Joshua
Quagmire will be leaving the
enterprise; | may not be the biggest
Quagmire fan in the cosmos. but
I'm one of the more dogged.

Quagmire’s story, "“The Day Alter
Forever,” wasn't funny. You might
get complaints about that. There's
a kind of un-joke they teach in
psychology classes. It starts out
sounding just like a real joke: "I
know this guy. see. who broke his
leg skiing. see. and then...” And
then: his dog bites him, he loses an
eye to cancer. he can't keep his
job... And then. Sooner or later,
the audience, expecting a funny
joke, will begin to lose their foolish
grins. and finally someone will
ask. “Yeah. but what's the punch-
line?” And the joke-teller, with
grave concern on his face, says.
"Punchline? No, no: This really
happened to a man. Why do you
think it ought to be funny?” Read-
er's Digest ran a "joke” of the same
nature: a tremendously rich and fat
tycoon has gathered together in his
rich mansion all of the indigent
men he has ruined in business, to
gloat over their failures. He
appears at the top of the stairs. The
poor men below him glare up at
him in hatred. The tycoon slips on
the top step. falls flat on his
overstuffed arse, and tumbles down
the stairs. He flops all the way
down the staircase, turns the cor-
ner at the landing. and collapses
onto the ballroom floor — dead. The
“punchline” to this is that if you can
tell at which step on the stairs the
story stopped being funny. then
you know what humor truly is.

Quagmire warned us: Infinity is
the itch you can't scratch. And then
he sets us up. and he knocks us
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down. Hell yes, it hurts! Domino is
lovable: lives there a fan with a
heart so cold as to be able to resist
her charm? The “tomboy” dress, the
funky helmet. and the puppy (Poul
Anderson insists that it is a school-
girl and her kitten that bombs were
made to incinerate) all give her a
kind of self-reliant strength that is
still utterly futile in the glow of a
nuclear sunrise. Domino, even
“knowing” what's going to happen.,
manages to find a moment of
peace and joy with that most
anachronistic of jelly things: a
comic book.

Bless you. Joshua Quagmire: you
can't seem to get along with any-
one, but you can write a hellishly
good story.

Stan Sakai's Usagi Yojimbo is of
course familiar to those of us who
are addicted to Steve Gallacci's
Albedo (I bought two copies of the
latest issue of it today also...) and
really is something that invites
little in the way of comment. Good
art. cute lizards. open and shut
enjoyment. As a man without
honor, | find the entire Samurai
ethic artificial. constrained. and
obscure. (Did | leave out opaque?)
Why the hell such people should
place such weight upon duty and
honor is simply beyond me.
("Honor” is little more than an
elaborate code of placing oneself
at ritual disadvantage in relation
to your enemy, i.e., allowing the
other army to cross the river before
your army attacks it. Who needs
it?) Thus, it was good to see a Usagi
Yojimbo story that involves a bit of
dishonor for once: even high and
noble samurai aren't above arotten
joke on one another,

And Honor? Steve Gallacci's
“"Birthright” shows people with a
different idea of honor that the
hidebound obedience to external
codes: Prince Anton and Princess
Kenda aren't the Idi Amin or Fer-
dinand Marcos type of tyrants who
will always be on the first safe
plane out of their burning capital
city. Their honor is internal: it
was engraved into them by their
parents, just as their actions have
etched the same kind of honor into
young Prince Alion. The child has
no choice but to grow up driven by
the same kind of honor. And
Theok? Why does he need to slay
Anton and Kenda? Because he. too.
has honor: what good would it be
to have them revived by medical
help, then subjected to an elabo-
rate show-trial? What good to toss

L
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CREDITS: 'Usagi Yojimbo" was written and drawn by Stan Sakai. |
“Birthright” was written and drawn by Steven A. Gallaccl, with typeset- |

ting provided by Western Type. "Gnuft” was written. drawn. toned. and |
re-lettered by Freddy Milton; the translation was by Kim Thompson. The

| cover was drawn by Stan Sakai and colored by Tom Luth. Separations
| provided by Impact Productions. The CRITTERS loge was designed by
| Freddy Milton and rendered by Ingo Milton. Printed at Port Publications.
l Production by: Tom Mason. art director. and Dave Nelson, production assis-

tant. CRITTERS is edited by Kim Thompson iocr FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS.

them in an underground keep?

Their Principate is dead: fitting Y' |
that they should die with it. He | -

toppled them: fitting that he should i

kill them. Simply put. I "-.Iﬂ“:llhﬂld What will Usagi Yojimbo's next exploit be? Can Prince
;ﬁg:’::i‘ii:j:fb didntlsay | ' Rlfon really make adifference? What the heck is a funny-
I'm astonished at such quality - animal detective noir strip by Tom Stazer going to look

from Critters #1. I find it difficult to
believe that such quality can be
maintained on a monthly basis.
Personally, I'd be happy seeing the |
comic come out less often. so long
as the quality of the first issue is
maintained, and considering that '
Sakai and Gallacci have other foes i
to slay. other lives to draw. I have |
to wonder. But I'm with you to the I
bitter end. and I'll be buying two
copies each time.

Again. 'm most sorry to see you
lose Joshua Quagmire: his wit, art,
and grace — on paper at least — are :
just perhaps unequalled. It was
with great restraint that [ append
ed the "d"s to every conjunction in
this letter — in honor of Quagmire’s
idiosyncrasy. | ought te have
spoken of honor an’ humor an’
morals an’ death.

Until Domino is free., or until my
collection of Critters is incinerated
by a thermonuclear sunrise bigger,
brighter. hotter by far than hers. |
am with you in joy and in love.

Keep on truckin,

Jefferson P. Swycatifer
San Diego., CA

like? If all these animal-related questions are bothering
you, you have no option but to subscribe to CRITTERS and
every issue will be delivered to your doorstep!

As you musi have gathered from the last
couple of issues, Jalferson, your reading of
Theok in "Birthright” was way off: Steve
threw you a curve ball, didn't he?

Your concern for the guality of CRITTERS
is appreclaied, but I've sel up some safe-
guards to prevent overwork from taking lis
toll on the guality of the various serles.
"Gnuff," of course, is pre-wrilen and drawn
for at least a dozen episodes; "'Usagi Yo- :
jimbo" is scheduled to appear only every i
other Issue or so; and as for “Birthright,’’
well, bear In mind that in ADDITION to his ........I
workload here and on ALBEDO, Steve R e : : .
Gallacel Is planning to work on yel another
Hila for hls own Thought & Image company,

55 he's just & speed damaon and nothing K do Begin my subscription to Critters with the next issue off the presses!

"I‘I:JLHLII;T:;:::IM“ “regulars” with I enclose acheck or money order for $9.00 for the next b issues (outside
U.S., §11.00 in U.S. funds).

the occasional contribution from other
sources, like Mike Kazaleh (last Issua/, Tom
Starer imext Issue), and some surprises,

By the way, fans ol Joshua Quagmire’s

kel i T hmin

should know that his "Nasty Naughty Naxl i

Ninja Nudnlk Elves" serles appears in FAN-

$4.00 aploce from FANTASY BOOK, P.0O. address

Box 60126, Pasadena, CA 91106. Each lssus

is 64 pages thick and features lots of short

storles and novellas and stuff, for those of Sl e T M——rr
vou that like a bunch of words without pic- ' i 3 )
tures now and again. Send to:

L] u in 30! —KT
= CRITTERS SUBS, 4359 Cornell Rd.. Agoura, California 91301.

(Please make check or money order payable to CRITTERS. Allow 6-8 weeks

tor your tirst copy to arrive. All copies mailed in protective envelopes.|
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Children of the Night Ti (Ze
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two evdcatwe tales of fant by Jan Stmaﬂ
ke'and ”Tlm ¢
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CHILDREN OF THE NIGHT TIDE: A 56-page, squarebound graphic album. Black and white; color covers.
Available from your dealer in March, or send $6.00 (outside U.S. and Canada, $7.50 in U.S. funds) to
Fantagraphics Books, 4359 Cornell Road, Agoura, CA 91301. “Sea Dragon” painting © 1986 Fujitake.



