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I have a couple of things to get off
my chest before we go to the
letters:

This issue marks the grand finale
of Steve Gallacci's epic "Birthright”
—kind of. As you can tell if you've
read the story, it ends on a fairly
ambiguous note, and if you think
that means there’s more hassles in
store for our valiant freedom fight-
ers —well, give yourself an “Empire
Strikes Back” button! Steve is going
to be busy working on his own
ARlbedo and Zell, Sworddancer com-
ics over the summer, but “Birthright
II" is already scheduled for Critters
#11—so don't go away!

My apologies to Lela Dowling
and Toren Smith for the substan-
dard repro job afforded their two-
page strip in the last issue. No one’s
fault, really — it was something of
a gamble trying to transfer Lela’s
delicate pen-and-watercolor draw-
ings to black-and-white, and our
printer did the best he could, but
the final result left a bit to be
desired. I hope that one day we can
present some of Lela’s black-and-
white work, done proper justice in
terms of reproduction.

The rabbit ronin is everywhere!
In addition to the now-on-sale
Usagi Yojimbo S Special, our
long-eared bodyguard is sched-
uled for appearances in Doomsday
Squad #3 and an upcoming issue
of First's Grimjack — and he still has
time to show up in this issue of Crit-
ters, the next issue, and two more
before the year is out! Boy. we
should give him his own book or
something! (Hold that thought. . .)

If you're going to be attending
the San Diego comics convention
this year, be sure to catch the
tunny-animals panel I'll be hosting.
Confirmed guests so far include
Steve Gallacci, Stan Sakai, Mike
Kazaleh, Scott Shaw!, and Mark
Evanier. Mark Evanier? Well, al-
though Mark is probably best
known for his work on Groo,
DNAgents, and Crossfire, he's writ-
ten more funny-animal stories than
all the rest of the panelists put
together have probably read in

their lives — and since Mark can be
articulate, informative, and funny
on any subject for any amount of
time, I figured I'd play it safe and
invite him. Should be an interest-
ing time, as we finally nail Gal-
lacci to the wall and ask him why
the heck it is he draws funny-
animals that aren’t funny!

After areal deluge of mail for the
premiere issue of Critters, you guys
have slowed down your correspon-
dence quite a bit. Let's see some
comments, folks! What do you like,
what do you hate, what do you
want to see more of...I can't
guarantee I'll follow your advice,
but I love getting the feedback
anyway!

On to the letters. —KT

To Crfitters:

At last, atitle that ranks up there
with such classics as The Fox and
the Crow and Uncle Scrooge. Maybe
you guys could put out such mer-
chandising tie-ins as a Usagi Yojim-
bo electric sword or a Cutey Bun-
ny inflatable doll. How about a
Critters Digest with a Double Digest
edition and a Fun and Games edi-
tion? The latter could have such
goodies as “help Cutey Bunny find
a brassiere that fits.”

Sakai's “Usagi Yojimbo” has
Groo's recklessness and Cerebus'’s
cunning. The series itself reminds
me of the early Cerebus stories —
before Dave Sim started imbuing
the series with idiosyncratic, socio-
political satire.

Some fans claim that Mike Kaza-
leh’s style is reminiscent of Bob
Clampett. I see influences of Walt
Kelly and Chuck Jones juxtaposed
with Clampett's style in Captain
Jack. The reaction poses of these
characters is pure Jones (see Crit-
ters #2, page 16, panel 4) and
I almost expected Marvin the Mar-
tian to make an appearance.

“Gnuff” clearly shows the influ-
ences of Carl Barks (plot and gags)
and Walter Lantz (character de-
sign). Maybe some of Freddy Mil-

[SEE LETTERS, PAGE 31]
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BIRTHRIGHT
“Chapter Six’’
by STEVEN A. GALLACCI
The rebel forces. under prince Alfon's
orders, have succeeded in storming
the stronghold of the Tosiu.

Page 11

USAGI YOJIMBO in:
“A Quiet Meal""
by STAN SAKAI
All Usagi Yojimbo wanted to do was
eat his meal in peace —now, that
wasn't too much to ask. was it?

Page 21

FIRECRACKER JACK in:
“Archrivals”
by MARK ARMSTRONG

Firecracker Jack discovers a terrific
site for his new fireworks factory. Too
bad his nemesis is within earshot. . .




BIRTHRIGHT

Who — are — you?

lam Pince Andre Kashota, son of
Prince Anton of Shartoa. And you? §

Prince Anton — ? Brot’er Alvon is vreint,
Jenna Shodi.

Gabbi Fleicher,
here.

The Princess! Alive!
Quick, where is she!

i To valk, is
vell enough?

Oh, yes. Are you coming to rescue
1 my mother, the Princess Kenda and I?

Uhm — you smell nice.




| She’s awfully weak.
Got to get her some
medical attention. |

Tosiu got the v
south end.

o o5
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The strike team inside is getting

reinforcements through the north wing.




|

R
| How many heavy machine guns
and grenade launchers do you have?

Not many. Mostly
captured and not |
much ammo.

Yes. | know the buildings.
The barracks used to be offices,
| and wouldn’t hold up to heavy |
fire like the main building.

The commander at Chatakoda
says it will take at least 8 hours to
get a force of any real size here.

Almost all who've reported in say that either hey’r .-1 .
under attack or can’t get through. The ity is jammed
up with barricades and stalled vehides.

L S

Sir! The bridges to the airport have been blown up!
No way to get armored reinforcements through there.

Damn! There can’t be much over 100 rebels out there.
And all the troops | need are bottled up in that damn
| barracks. How many personnel are in here? 30, maybe 40?




Remember, concentrate
on the first barracks.

Looks like they’re pulling
out to the second one.

S




l HA. It worked. The building’s sieved.} Best bet now is to keep the rest’s ds
' o jdown while we try for the main building.

Ls'dear.

65 55



Try to get in touch with c;nyone left in the barracks and get them in
here. 1t's the only place they have a chance of making a stand.

& What's the situation downstairs? }

The rabble has the east end of the first floor. |
It’s a stalemate, they’ve got grenades too,
and no one has any good shot angles.

See if you can blast through
the second floor on them.

1"m going to check on something.
Be back in a minute.




1 There could be

jor

iltrators on the roof.

Ma
infi




SIR! SIR! The rebels are 1 They’ve 9°; armor! |

attacking up front!

Get everyone that

The oiu pt: up a strong defense and |
the rebels pay dearly for their attempt.

Then the rebels unleash the last of their
‘heavy ordnance, overwhelming the defenders.

-

/M‘: o




Soldiers of Tosiu, to our destinies

Yes, it hasn’t been an easy day.
But | know someone who just
might cheer you up.

| So, the young Prince.
' Good work, Your Highness.




Jen'nu! Oh, Jenna!
1’ve missed you so!

['Alfon, meet your
brother Andre.

Welcome home.
Welcome home, everyone.

The first small battie for Shartoan
freedom is done. While it has captured
occupation headquarters, the rest
of Shartoa is still under Tosiu control.
However, the victory has galvanized
the population into action. And with
the release of the captured Kashota
family, there is now hope for the rest

of the nation.
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HAHA! HA!
INNKEEPER! PUT OUT
ATABLE FOR US! WE
STRUCK 1T RICH! WE
WANT SERVICE ! E

>

I HURRY, INNKEEPER,Y Y-YES
BRING SAKE! WE

= AND KEEP
PR ot T COMING/

OF SAKE'/

WE'RE GAMBLERS AND

WE JUST STRUCK IT RICH

SO WE'VE GOT REASON
FOR MERRY-
MAKING !




SAKE'! SAKE'’
WE WANT SAKE "/
BRING SA/,‘E o

WE. WANT HURRY, YOU TOADY!
WHERE'S * SERVICE’ BEFORE WE GET MAD
HE AND TEAR THIS INN
APART/

| .

m[
B

lnumh %?@mmmn
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BRING MORE ER.. WOULD YOU PLEASE
AND KEEP IT ; < | KEEP THE NOISE DOWN?
COMING! YOU'RE. DISTURBING
THE OTHER GUESTS.
PLEASE.




S0! TRYING HO, FELLows! N
TO RUIN OUR ) [ WHAT SHALL WE
FUN, EH? DO WITH THIS

THAT'LL TEACH HIM HEY, YOU, sLu6 NOSE!
TO RUIN OUR WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING
© > PARTY ! AT ? YOU TRYING TO
% S
&

SPOIL OUR PARTY
p TOO ?
tlee

THROW
7 J‘\i THE.SCIUM
o i, J% 8 @ i O DD‘ M-M-ME 7 s
A v(; 7 ) (

i




LOOK! THERE'S
ANOTHER WHO
WOULD BREAK
UP OUR
FESTIVITIES! 1]/ DARE HE
INTERFERE
WITH

\ N

S
S

GET ouTt
WHILE YOU HAVE
THE CHANCE !

=,

STUPID
SAMURAL!
[

Al

— 16 —

ARE YOU WAITING
FOR?




MAYBE HE WANTS & HA! HA! BUT YOU'LL HAVE TO BETHE
To STAY AND JOIN ENTERTAINMENT! ALL RIGHT,
OUR PARTY/ SAMURAI, PANCE FOR US OR
WE'LL THROW YOU OUT LIKE
THE OTHERS!







Iy

WHAT AN TOUGH WITH
INEPT
SAMURAL !

LET'S THROW
Him our!

MINUTE !




THIS

ONE'S BEEN
FILLETED!
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JACK BUNNY

RETURNS AS
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THAT LAST THE LAND UNDER THIS
TEST OLD DEFUNCT RESORT IS
CONFIRMS IT! )| CHOCK=FULL OF MOST

MAJOR PYROTECHN/C
CHEMICALS, INCLUDING
SOME VERY RARE EARTHS!

THEN YOU'RE Y YOU BET, DANNY/ THIS IS THE
GLAD I SENT | PERFECT LOCATION FOR MY NEW
YOU THOSE FIREWORKS FAACTORY-—
So/L \ MAYBE THE MOS7 PERFECT
SAMPLES ? S/ITE ON EARTH S

SURE AM GLAD
NONE OF MY
COMPETITORS
KNOW ABOUT
THIS PLACE/

I WOULDN'T
CALL HIM
“UNSCRUPULOUS” !
BASHER 15
JUST PLAIN
OUT-AND-OUT

EVIL!

\SPECIALLY
ED BASHER !/

H H,

E THAT
S UNSCR(;PULodS

HE’S THE SORT OF y
1 SLEAZE-BALL THAT f
SP/ES ON PEOPLE / 7

/b
wo /I
i

A
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TRUSS ‘EM
up, BOYS!

DID YOU KNOW THAT
THIS CHARACTER SET UP
PHONEY ORPHANAGES IN
THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES
JUST TO SMUGGLE IN
CHILD SLAVE-LABORERS
TO MAKE /ILLEGAL
M-80 CHERRY BOMBS ?

AT LEAST ONCE

AW, I FED ‘EM F

A DAY, TAUGHT ‘EM
AN EXCITING TRADE,
AND PROTECTED ‘EM
FROM MEAN OL’

SPREADING SUCH
UNPROVEN FACTS !

BESIDES, ALL THE EVIDENCE STINKLY! RAZORFACE/ wow ! ITS A TR/ICK
DISAPPEARED WHEN THOSE GET A MOVE ON !/ YOU SURE I LEARNED

CHERRY BOMB FACTORIES WEVE GOT A GOT ouT WHILE LIVING
BLEW UP! I SHOULD LAND TRANSACT/ION OF YOUR WITH NATIVES
SUE YOU FOR SLANDER, TO PERFORM / ROPES ON THE ISLAND

OF ZALTO /

BUT BASHER
GOT A
HEAD START !

T
\\ \ \
\\\\i\\\\\\\ 4

MY ONLY HOPE
IS TO GET TO
PROUDBELLY
BEFORE BASHER
CAN FIND OUT
WHO OWNS

THIS PLACE /

FORTUNATELY, I WAS ABLE

TO SNOOP ON BUNNY LONG
ENOUGH TO LEARN THAT
WHISPERING HILLS 1S OWNED
BY SOME HILLBILLY NAMED
HUMBLEBEF PROUDBELLY !




THAT MUST BE
HIS HOVEL!

‘BOUT OUTA
GAS, BOSS!/

WE PASSED A SMALL
HOSPITAL BY THE
INTERSTATE/ YOU BOYS
CAN S/PHON OFF
A TANKFUL FROM AN
AMBULANCE WHILE
I MAKE THE DEAL/

JUMPIN *
TJACKANAPES|
THERE HE IS/

I APPRECIATE YOUR
OFFER TO BUY MY

“WORTHLESS ROCKFARM"
FOR TEN CENTS AN
ACRE, BUT A MR. BUNNY
HAS ALREADY, OFFERED
AT LEAST $700 AN

ACRE, PENDING TESTS/

THERE’S NO SENSE GETTING |
INTO AN UNNECESSARY |
B/DDING WAR! LET'S
CUT A DEAL, FREEZE OUT
THIS YOKEL, THEN
SETTLE THINGS JUuST /
AMONGST OURSELVES!

\\ N

I/LL BID
5200
AN ACRE! /

GENTLEMEN, GENTLEMEN/
THERE’S NO _POINT IN
BIDDING ! T HAVE
ABSOLUTELY VO /
NEEDL FOR MONEY !




I MADE SUCH WISE
INVESTMENTS IN MY
YOUTH THAT IT TAKES

JUST TO HOLD MY
SPARE CHANGE ! 4

THE ENTIRE CELLAR |7

REAL
MONEY, WHY
DO YoU LIVE
LIKE A

BUT IF
THAT'S

BuUm ?

I’'M A PROFESSIONAL
HUMANITARIAN !
MY HUMBLE LIFESTYLE

7 OH! LIKE
THE FAMOUYS
PHILANTHROPIST,
0S50 SMUGGO/

[smveco? my
ARCHRIVAL/

2GNAAAH L

HE WOULDN'T
BE SO FAMOUS
IF HE DIDN'T

YEAH ? WHAT
SORT OF
ADVANTAGE ?

“YoUu KNOW, OF COURSE,
THAT SMUGGO MADE
HIS PILE IN THE

ADVERTISING GAME /"

I~

“WELL, IT SEEMS
THAT DURING ONE

OF THOSE HIGHLY-

LUCRATIVE LOCATION
SHOOTS, HE HELPED
OUT A WITCHDOCTOR!”

“YWAY TOO MUCH
PRAISE /

[

SNOW, ANYTIME THAT

STHE WITCHDOCTOR
WAS S0 GRATEFUL
THAT HE GAVE HIM
A MYSTIC GIzMO
IN RETURN ——
THE 20OO-DOO
STATUE S 7

SMUGGO PERFORMS
AN ACT OF CHARITY
THE STATUE MAGICALLY
ARRANGES FOR.
SMUGGO TO GET
INSTANT RECOGNITION
AND PRAISE/”

N
SN
AR

\

“LoTsA
PRAISE /

SMUGGO
HAS BEEN
NUMBER ONE

EVER
SINCE !

HUMANITARIAN | PROFESSIONAL
HUMANITARIANS

OTHER

HAVE BEEN
PUT IN THE
SHADE /

WHAT’S THE PO/NT7 IN

BEING A HUMANITARIAN f——s
WHEN SOME OTHER L7
HUMANITARIAN
HOGS ALL THE

e

Z7 GEE,
&7 SORRY You
HUMANITARIANS
HAVE IT SO

ROUGH / BUT,
BACK TO THIS
LAND DEAL...




PROPERTY TO
WHICHEVER OF
YOou DELIVERS
£ TO ME THE
AUTHENT/C
BOO—-DOO

STATUE /

BUT SMUGGO ISN'T
GOING TO LET GO

OF SOMETHING LIKE
THAT WILLINGLY/
WE’D HAVE TO
S7E£AL 1T!

HEY/ I'M NOT
GOING TO ASK
ANYBODY TO

WE GOTTA
RACE WITH
BASHER

AGAIN/ GLAD
I HAD You
GUAROING
THE CAR!

THEY
DIDN'T TRY

THAT GUY NEEDS A
FULL-TIME KEELER/
SOCIETY ISN'T SAFE
WITH BASHER ON

THE LOOSE /!

DUH CLAW'S

FLIPPING ¢S

OFF THE ROAD,
BOSS /

WOULDN'T
BE HAPPENING
IF I ONLY

HAD MORE
HENCHMEN/

MORE

HENCHMEN,
AND I couLD
RULE THE
WORLD /




PRESENTLY... THAT BOO-DOO
STATUE MUST
REALLY WORK/

# SMUGGO’S NOT HAVING

BASHER COULD GET
BACK ON THE ROAD
ANY TIME ! GUARD
THE CAR WHILE I

waow !/ TO MAKE ANY NEGO7/47E& WITH
WHAT AN / PRETENSE OF HUMILITY SMUGGO !
ESTATE! TO BE NUMBER ONE

HUMANITARIAN /

WELL NOW, GEE! I'D
WHAT GREAT LIKE THAT
HUMANITARIAN | S7TATUE,
THING CAN MISTER !
I DO FOR

YOl/, YOUNG
MAN ?

LOOK ! MY R/VAL s ABOUT
TO SNATCH YOUR STATUE
WITH HIS GIANT

MECHANICAL cLAW !

QH, I'LL PAY
YOU A £FA/R
PRICE /

_SELL THE
BOO-DOO TO
ME Q/CK, SO
I CAN HIJACK
BASHER WITH
A CLEAR
CONSCIENCE /

NOT FOR
SALE !

o
08
WO
sace !
BUT THAT’LL LOVE THY NEIGHBOR,
HE WON’'T SNATCH AS SOON AS THAT K/tL BASHER BUT AHA7£E THINE
T/ THERE’'S AN STATUE GETS ENEMY ! THAT'S
ELECTRIC CABLE JOSTLED ONE INCH MY MOTTO!/
RUNNING UNDER OuT OF PLACE,
THIS VERY SPOT THOUSANDS OF
TO THE STATUE / VoLTS OF
ELECTR/ICITY

wrLL SURGE
THROUGH /T /




THAT’LL KEEP THAT
MONSTER FROM
INTERFERING
AS I TRY TO

SAVE BASHER'’S
WORTHLESS

IT'LL TAKE ALL MY
ZALTOIC PYRO-SKILLS
TO WHIP UP AN
EXPLOSIVE FROM
THE MATERIALS

>

3\
A
- Py 4&%7

POCKET
VIAL OF
POTASSIUM
CHLORATE

e

RED
PHOSPHOROUS
ROCK

SAVED BASHER
JUYST SO HE
CouLD BEAT ME
ouT! WHAT

N[

2NN

HMMM... THE ... SOMETHING A FAST DRIVE /
EXPLOSION UNCOVERED PROTECTED LATER ...
SOMETHING BURIED BY THE MAGNIFICENT /
CABLE !/ HERE IF THIS IS
YUH GO, > AUTHENT/C,
7\ PROUDBELLY! WHISPERING
% HILLS 1S YOURS!
G JusT
) A
s \ MINUTE /
LI e P
[T o~ l'
lnlllmb L
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I HAVE HERE A

TIME CAPSULE
SMUGGO HAD
BURIED/

SO? PROBABLY
JUST HIS WAY
OF BRAGG/NG
TO FUTURE

“PRECISELY! BUT WHAT
HE BRAGS ABOUT IS
THE CAH/CANERY

HE GOT AWAY WITH/”

“SEEMS THAT SMUGGO
USED HIS ADVERT/SING

GENERATIONS!

SA/LLS TO BECOME
RECOGNIZED AS THE
TOP HUMANITARIAN ! #

“THIS SO-CALLED BOO-DOO

“HIS TECHNIQUES
FOR MANIPULATING
THE MEDIA EVEN
INCLUDED PAYING
BR/BES TO
NEWSMEN /7

STATUE WAS JUST A #0AX
TO CONFOUND HIS RIVALS!“

“T WAS SOMETHING HIS
ART DIRECTOR SCULPTED
WHILE GOING THROUGH
THE D.7C IS %7

KDELIRIUM TREMENS --OCCUPATIONAL
HAZARD FOR HOBOS + CARTOONISTS.

WITH THESE DOCUMENTS,
MY FELLOW HUMANITARIANS
AND I WILL BE ABLE

TO RUN THAT LOATHESOME
A YPOCR/7TE OUT OF
TOWN ON A RAIL/

I OWE You
ONE, BUNNY/
IN FACT, L

GUESS T
OWE You
THE ...

HOLD ON Now /
DON’T FORGET
THAT IM

THE ONE WHO
BROUGHT
YOU THE
STATUE /!

I OWE THAT

BUT IT PROPERTY TO
WAS JUST A ONE OF You,
HOAX, AND BUT I'M NOT

YOU SAID THE
STATUE HAD

TO BE
AUTHENT/C!|

I CAN’T HANDLE
THIS SORT OF MORAL
DECISION-MAKING !

YOU BOYS WILL HAVE
TO DEC/OE AMONGST
YOURSELVES WHO
SHOULD GET THE
PROPERTY /!




WHY DON'T WE
“DECIDE” ABOUT
THIS THING
PRIVATELY, IN

THAT GROVE
OVER THERE ?

JUusST A MINUTE
WHILE I PUT MY
COAT IN MY CAR/

PSST/ RAZORFACE,
LOAN ME YOUR UH,
BLACKJACK! AND || YEAH
ST/INKLY, YOou RUN/
DOWN, A/DE IN
THAT GROVE, AND
WAIT FOR ME
AND BUNZO! .~

I'LL BE
RIGHT HERE,
WARM/NG
P FOR OUR
“TALK?Z!

I MIGHT SPARE
YOUR LIFE IF ak 5 WHAT THUH--
You WOULDN'T TWO AGAINST
MIND LIVING AS V2 .

A CR/IPALE! H

NO FAIR/
TWO AGA/NST | \ THAT WASN'T
ONE /! NO JACK'S VOICE,




GENTLEMEN, WE'VE
JUST AGREED TO
ENTER INTO A ,
FULL BUSINESS

PARTNERSHIP! g
W“@

\ “

) SN

1 !

|

I CAN UNDERSTAND
YOUR BEATING UP
ON STINKLY FOR
THE FUN OF IT,

AHOWZZAT? |LIKE WE SOMETIMES

A |po, BuT mwrry o

INTO PARTNERSHIP

WITH THAT

SUDDEN INSPIRATION/
THIS WILL MAKE IT EASY
TO S7EAL BUNNY'S

PROFESSIONAL SECRETS !/
AND A NAIVE DO-GOODER
LIKE HIM WILL BE EASY

TO MANIPULATE ! I'VE GOT
ME ANOTHER PAWN/

JACK | JACKY! SUDDEN INSPIRATION/ |

WHY ON EARTH THIS WILL GIVE ME MANY IN SHORT, I’'M GOING BASHER'S

ARE YOU DOING OPPLORTUNIT/IES TO INTO PARTNERSHIP KEEPER!

THIS CRAZY CHANGE BASHER'S WITH BASHER FOR WHAT A
THING ? DIRECTION IN LIFE ! THE GOODL OF MART YR/

BUT
EVEN IF
I DON'T
SUCCEED IN
RELORMING
HIM, I'LL BE
IN A’ POSITION
TO THROW
STUMBLING
BLOCKS IN
THE PATH
OF HIS
EVIL

PARTNER / 4 AND
s\“\ AssoCIATE | =
c&iw A Y

COLLEAGUE !

N\

AN

AL AN




[LETTERS, FROM INSIDE FRONT COVER]
ton's "Woody Woodpecker” work
could be reprinted in this title.
Speaking of people named “Mil-
ton,” maybe Milton Knight can
come out of his hibernation and
revive Hugo for this book.

Billy Ford

Richmond, VA

In fact, l'mddy Milton and I are now work-
ing on ling a regular book
that would reprint not only Freddy’s "Woody
Woodpecker'’ work, but also a lot of the older
“'‘Gnuff’’ material—of which there's over 500
pages! This wouldn’t mean that “Gnuff’’
would leave CRITTERS, however, since Fred-
dy would like to continue his new material
in this book at the same time. We may end
up running parallel “"Gnuff”’ serials in two
different books just to confuse everyone!
As for HUGO, although I doubt we'll be
working much with Milton Knight ln the
future, I und d a fellow ind
publisher is right now talking about reviv-
ing his book. I sure hope so—I miss reading
it! —KT

Dear Mr. Steven A. Gallacci,
After reading “Birthright” it

dawns on me that your work will
make a great full-length animated
film. Just find a big movie producer
and sell him your idea; your story
can't lose. Think about it!

Zack Mays

Griftin, GA

It's been a rough couple of decades for
feature-length animated movies, Zack, so we
wouldn't hold our breath waiting for "'Birth-
right: The Movie.” But it certainly is a
thought to conjure with. . . —KT

Dear Kim Thompson,

I don't know why I walked into
this comic and used paperback
bookstore ten days ago. but I'm
very. very glad that I did. I think
that Critters is wonderful! The lack
of graphic storytelling in my life
had become quite depressing since

I finally gave up on the deteriora-
ting Heavy Metal. Critters more
than fills that void. . .everything in
#1 and #2 is just great! (Naturally,
I had to pick up Captain Jack #1 as
well).

I wonder, too, why anthropomor-
phic or “funny animal” characters
have such strong attraction for
some of us. Perhaps we can feel
emotional about such characters
much less equivocally than we can
about human characters. There's
no chance of a “good” character
like Prince Anton Kashoka remind-
ing you of a cousin you've always
hated. or a “"bad” character like
General Theok reminding you of
your favorite uncle. Also, in the
animated film format, there's no
chance of your mind slipping out
of gear and reminding you that
these characters are just actors
being paid obscene amounts of
money for displaying often limited
skills.

John W. Pharr
Saskatoon, Sask., Can.

Dear Editors,

On “Birthright was Steven A.
Gallacci influenced by the Disney
film Robin Hood?

Zack Mays
Griffin, GA

1 rather hope not, since that’s one of the few
real stinkers the studio ever put out (in my
humble opinion, at least). More generally, I'd
say the Disney anlhmpomorphlu have lnﬂu-

I'm glad to say that Critters #2 was
areal treat to read and was of the
artistic caliber that I've come to ex-
pect from Fantagraphics Books. For
me the highlight of the issue was
Freddy Milton’s "Gnuff,"which put
me in Barks heaven for 12 pages.
Mr. Milton has instilled in his work
a lot of genuine charm and com-
passion which I find lacking in
most American cartoonists’ work. I
hope his stories are a permanent
fixture in this magazine. Is there
any chance of Fantagraphics re-
printing his Woody Woodpecker
books in color (I can dream, can't
1?).

I also liked “Birthright” much bet-
ter this time around, although Gal-
lacci’s work still suffers from poor
reproduction. "Captain Jack” was a
riot —the scene of the crew pushing
the "Glass Onion” through space
was one of the wildest images I've
seen in a long time. Great stuff. I
take it that the "Captain Jack” pre-
view was the most recent work
Kazaleh had done at the time; it
was both looser and funnier than
the Captain'’s first solo issue.

All in all, Critters #2 was an en-
joyable, respectable issue, and I'm
looking forward to many more.
May Critters have prosperity!

Michael Neno
Columbus, OH

As far as Freddy's Woody Woodpecker stuff,
see the above response to Billy Ford. Yes,
Kazaleh’s CRITTERS short was done after his
first CAPTAIN JACK issue—and I think his
is indeed quite

enced 'most every fu
of the last 50 years, and Ihu biggest specific
kinship between ''Birthright” and ROBIN

HOOD is that the stars are both foxes.
Hey, didn't I just answer a letter of yours?
—KT

Dear Mr. Thompson,
After a very lackluster first issue,

noticeable. When Mike returns for a special
guest appearance in CRITTERS #11, those
readers who haven't been following CAP-
TAIN JACK (shame on them!) should be in
for quite a surprise! —KT

Dear Critters people:
Like I said to the local comics

USAGI YOJIMBO SUMMER SPECIAL!
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Now collected
together for the
first time in a
beautiful 48-page
package with a full-
color wraparound
cover—the rabbit
ronin’s very first ex-
ploits, with a brand
new story by STAN
SAKAI and special
contributions from
MARK EVANIER
and SERGIO
ARAGONES!

The USAGI YOJIMBO
SUMMER SPECIAL is
on sale at a comic
shop new you—or
available for $3.25
postpaid (outside U.S.:
$4.00) from CRITTERS,
4359 Cornell Road,
Agoura, CA 91301.
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specialty shop guy: "I can't believe
I'm doing this!” “This” meaning
plunking out the equivalent of
$2.45 and $2.75 for the first two
issues of Critters and Threat! I
struggled like mad to resist the im-
pulse to buy them...they arent
cheap...but I lost the fight.

Would it interest you to know
that yours is the first comic I'm
writing to in 16 years of collecting?

Critters is great—most of the
time. That's the trouble with an-
tholegy comics. The quality varies.
Sorry to tell you guys this, but the
“Cutey Bunny” and “Captain Jack”
strips didn't do all that much for
me. Issue #3 sounds like my ideal
issue: "Usagi Yojimbo,” "Gnuff,” and
“Birthright.”

“Usagi Yojimbo" looks like a cross
between Groo and the better Japa-
nese "mangda” (which we also get
here, by the way, in profusion!
Some of ‘em make your mouth
water!) I guess R.A. Jones was right
when he complained that the com-
ic expressions on the face of the
bandits getting killed were a bit
out of step with the strip’s overall
“serious” approach —but what the
heck! I loved it!

“Birthright”: interesting. I don't
see what's so downbeat about Part
One. The fall of any regime is
always grim. I can’t help contrast-
ing Prince Anton and Princess Ken-
da’s heroism with the debacle of
Marcos and Imeldd's flight from the
Philippines. The artwork is great,
so's the plot, but the dialogue. . .oh,
boy. I know what the guy’s trying
to do...more realistic dialogue.
But there’s still too much “Ah!”
“Um. . " and "Er.. ” floating around,
and some of the dialogue se-
quences weren't too clear. Still,
“Birthright's” good.

“Gnuff—what can I say, except
that you guys had better make it
to #10...I don't intend to miss the
second Gnuff novella!!

One final point: You don't have
to sound so apologetic about pub-
lishing a funny animal comic. The
three strips I'm raving over happen

to be “adult” in approach. “Usagi”

and “Birthright” can be drawn us-
ing human protagonists and still
not lose their appeal (except for the
cuteness(?) of the animals). "Gnuff”
is, as you so rightly pointed out
done with a different sensibility
from most funny-animal strips.
Dare I compare it to Walt Kelly's
Pogo?

Michael Lai

Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia

Oh, I don't think anyone will object if you
compare his work to POGO, Michael. By the
way, POGO fans are in for a special treat in
the next issue of CRITTERS, as Ty Templeton
pays homage to. . . but you have to read it
to see.

And if I sounded apologetic about publish-
ing a funny-animal comic, I sure didn't mean
to. (For one thing, I'd have to do a lot of

logixing, since we'll be publish-
ing close to a half dozen regular funny-
animal comics by next spring.) —KT

CREDITS: “Birthright” was written and drawn by Steven A. Gallacci,
with typesetting provided by Western Type. "Usagi Yojimbo” was written,

drawn, and lettered by Stan Sakal. “Firecracker Jack” was written, drawn,
and lettered by Mark Armstrong. The cover was painted by Steven A.
Gallacci and separated by Impact Productions. The CRITTERS logo was
designed by Freddy and rendered by Ingo Milton. Printed at Port Publica-
tions. Production by: Tom Mason. art director. and Dave Nelson, produc-
tion assistant. CRITTERS is edited by Kim Thompson for FANTAGRAPHICS
BOOKS.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Coming up in the second half year of CRITTERS: The return
of "Lionheart” in a novel-length epic of mystery and terror! The
return of "Gnuff” in "Animal Graffiti"! The sequel to “Birthright”!
Lots more "Usagi Yojimbo’! New work by Ty Templeton and Sam
Kieth! A "Captain Jack” short! Do you dare miss a single issue?
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Begin my subscription to Critters with the next issue off the presses! I enclose
a check or money order for $9.00 for the next 6 issues (outside U.S., $11.00 in
U.S. funds).

Also, send me a copy of ' | Critters #4;
closed $2.50 for each ($3.00 outside U.S.).

Critters #5; Critters #6. I've en-

address

state/prov. zip/country

Send to: CRITTERS SUBS, 4359 Cornell Road, Agoura, CA 91301. (Allow 6-8 weeks
for your first copy to arrive; all copies mailed flat in protective envelopes.)




by Jan Strnad

Yep. you've dallied long enough. It's
time for you to start picking up “‘one
of the best titles around’” (according
to Martin Crookall of Fantasy
Advertiser).

Dal’s back in his own mini-series
in the first offering from the new
Upshot Graphics division of Fanta-
graphics Books! Here's what’s in
store for Dal fans. old and new, in
the four-part series Flesh & Bones:

AN STRNAD 8 DEMMS FUIAE
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Book One: The humans under
Dal’s command are revolting, and
none of them is more revolting than
Colonel Kenneth Moxley, leading the
people in mutiny! Has Dal cracked
under the strain?

Book Two: Is it just sub-space
psychosis, or is Navigator Stark real-
ly seeing angels? Dal’s not waiting to
find out—he’s out to kick tail on the
planet of the bubble-people. Gunner’s
new sub-space torpedos are put to the
test!

Book Three: Dal’s on the trail of
his lost people and Stark’s under the
sway of her “*angel’ —or is it some-
thing more sinister? Meanwhile the
Nimp are closing in and the fur is
about to fly!

FEATURING

Book Four: Dal descends into the
Demmeon Pit, the Nimp attack in
force, the Canidans are caught in the
thick of it, and now the whole
planet’s tearing itself apart! A grand
finale to the Saga of Dal!

JAN STRNAD & DENNIS FUJITAKE

And as if that weren’t enough,
every issue of Flesh & Bones sports
a complete chapter of the indelible
BoJeffries Saga by those two crazy
Brits Alan Moore and Steve
Parkhouse. Is a humble rent collec-
tor any match for a girl who can
*‘turn a cream egg into a diamond and
then eat it anyway?"’ And doesn’t the
family werewolf violate the rule
against keeping pets?

Dalgoda’s gathered critical acclaim
from comics professionals from
Frank Miller to Howard Chaykin,
reviewers from R.A. Jones to Don
Thompson, and about 30,000 fans
have loved it too! Fantasy Advertiser
calls it **one of the finest packages
going.”” Don’t you think you've
waited long enough?

Look for Flesh & Bones at your
local comics shop or order it from
your subscription service. . .or get it
straight from Fantagraphics Books!

To Order: Send check or money
order for $8.00 for all four issues of
Flesh & Bones to: Flesh & Bones
Subs, Fantagraphics Books, 4359
Cornell Road, Agoura CA 91301. All
copies are mailed flat in an envelope.

All Dalgoda covers © 1986 Jan Strnad and Dennis Fuijitake; “‘BoJeffries Saga’ art © 1986 Alan Moore and Steve Parkhouse




ALBEDO

ANTHROPOMORPHICS

MORE THAN JUST FUNNY ANIMALS

Follow the exploits of Erma Felna and the Extraplanetary Defense Force in an interstellar scenario of
social and political upheaval. Or, on a lighter note, watch Howarth & Kister’'s Konny and Czu wheel and
deel their way across the galaxy. Closer to home, Deal Whitley’s High Orbit has an anthropomorphic
near future space colony suffer the soap opera foibles of its youthful inhabitants. ALBEDO, now finally
on a regular schedule, will have these and other stories in a not necessarily “funny” animal vein every
other month. Available at your more adventurous comic shops, or order direct from Steve Gallacci at
P.O. Box 19419, Seattle, WA. $2 per issue, including postage, and just multiply that for extended
subscriptions.

Also from Thoughts & Images is the first issue of ZELL, SWORDDANCER, an amalgam of sword-
and-sorcery and serious science-fiction by Steve Gallacci and Steve Adams. Like ALBEDO, ZELL,
SWORDDANCER is $2 per issue, published alternate months.

A perfect companion to Fantagraphics Book's USAGI YOJIMBO SPECIAL, the first issue of COM-
MAND REVIEW is a reprint of the first four episodes of Erma Felna, EDF from ALBEDO. Published
semi-annually, COMMAND REVIEW is $4 per issue.






