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THE ZEHTOH IS AWAY AND ALLUNITS ARE
ACKNOWLEDGING THE RECALL. SIR
“

e
,

EXCELLENT! WHEN THE DEMOLITION }
TEAMS ARE FINISHED, WE'LL BE OFF,

ah, THIS IS BHALLANIEHA.WHAT ARE WE TO DO WITH]
THE PRISONERS? THEY HAVEN'T BEEN PREPARED. /

V




HE ZEHTOH IS AWAY AND ALL UNITS ARE EXCELLENT! WHEN THE DEMOLITION
ACKNOWLEDGING THE RECALL. SIR. TEAMS ARE FiNISHED, WE'LL BE OFF,
-

[ ah, THIS 1S BHALLANIEHA. WHAT ARE WE 10 DO WITH
{__THE PRISONERS? THEY HAVEN'T BEEN PREPARED. /

e
YES? AREYCU...?
WILL COMPLY.

TEHSTOAH!
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Back again, two months late and probably a couple of kilobucks in the hole by the time anyone
gets to read this. It was just going to be a little semi-pro self published kind of thing. Ya know?
Short runs, low budgets, no real deadlines. But NOooo!

I had to be all fancy and professional about it, careful with the printing, get some respectable
contributors, solicit distributors. Now see where that's left me. Thousands of ravening fans,
wholesale fortunes at stake, the lives and careers of men and women across the country on the
brink of oblivion at my slightest misstep. And all | get is hyperacidity and crummy reviews.

Ohwell. Whine, whine, whine.

I got that new kind of flu that makes one feel achy and sore and generally miserable all over —
makes one stupid, too, and that's primarily why 3 is late. I've got my end of it down now to the
point where | can hack this sucker outin — I don’t know — couple hundred hours or so. But with a
full-time job and don’t forget this disease, it takes weeks to do what might take only days, if the
opportunity allowed.

Enough of such and on to the future. Boy, that’s a toughy. Well, barring disaster, there will bea
fourth issue, wrapping up the Usagi mini-epic and the Chishata incident. Printing dates are hard
to say. I'm getting betterat this but at the same time all manner of obstacles seem tojump up and
say Boo! Hopefully by the end of June, for I'll be at a comics con in Vancouver, B.C. And number
five? Probably in time for San Diego. Wouldn’t that be nice? Then there’s six and seven and . . .
And if that wasn’t enough, I'm gearing up for a second title. A sort of Sword and sorcery kind of
thing called SWORDDANCER. I'll be writing and doing some of the art but the bulk of the visual
end will be grunted out by Steve Adams, another Seattle area cartoonist. It'll be coming out as
often as possible, at least quarterly, if not bi-monthly. Unfortunately, it as well as future issues of
ALBEDO will have a higher cover price, probably $2.00. But they’|l all be at least 32 pagers. And
since we're talking about money, if you want to make sure you’re going to get everything as soon
as it comes out, I'll live dangerously and start handling subscriptions. But to be on the safe side,
make it just the next three issues at atime, so say $6.00 for such, which also gets first class mail-
ing. Such a deal. And make sure | can read your writing and know which three issues you want.

Here's the official ALBEDO T-shirts. $7.00 will get one an Erma Felna, EDF Pilot or an ALBEDO, More Than Just

Funny Animals cotton/poly black on light blue T-shirt. Specify your size, of course. Other products will beannounced in
the next issue.

Steven A. Gallacci
P.O. Box 19419

Queen Anne Station AI B E D D
Seattle, WA 98109

ANTHROPOMORPHICS
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frma Feln

—— e ——————

WITH THE REPUBLICAN ACTION ON DERZON THREE MONTHS AND FIFTY

LIGHT-YEARS BEHIND HER, ERMA FELNA FINDS HERSELF ON EKOSIAK AS|
EDFIHOMEGUARD CONSOLIDATED TACTICAL COMBAT INSTRUCTQR.

©i385 5.8 cALLBLL]

THEN THERE. . .

...BUTIHADA...




| AH,MA'AM! 'BEEN ASSIGNED ‘ THANK YOU, / TWAS FELT YOU'D BECOME FAMILIAR }
TA YA FER CRIENTATION

SERGEANT.
\_—m_,/_,_,__/ \_ =3 r_MJ

'\?' US FER A TIME FIRST. TA SHOW YA /

THE SIGHTS, ANSWER QUESTIONS,
‘. GET YER OFFICE SETTLED. /

TRECOMMEND THE
{ ROTEES IN SAUC

TR

-/ uhm, THANK YOU,
L ITHINKT wiLL

D ABOUT LAS' NIGHT. MUST EXPLAIN. ‘J

HEARD Al |
THE COLONEL'S BEEN AH'PRESSURED O LATE.
THE NATIONALISTS AN' AbL;’J_

AY
#”AYE, THE COLONEL'S AH REGULAR,
{ ALL REGULATION AN" OATH, .. BUT. .
WE'RE ALL OLD COLONIAL FAMILIES,
—_ INDEPENDENT THINKIN.
o




THE COLONEL IS IN SYMPATHY AYE, BUT CONSTITUTIONAL,
WITH THE SEPARATISTS' LIKE US ALL.

uhm, | SEE. AND THE EXTREMISTS FORCE
POLARIZATION AND PRECLUDE A UNIFIED
INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT.

NOTHIN' AGIN' THE e - -
WE'RE SELF-SUFFICIENT,
GONFEDERATION... AUTONGMOUS IN ALL BUT NAME.
EXCEPT. TA DRAW US INTA CONFLICT. ...
AS EQUAL ALLIES IS ONE THING,
AS COLONIAL CANNON FODDER. . .

7/ TMNOT AS POLITICALLY NAIVE AS
{ MOST WOULD THINK, NOR AM | HERE

\JO INFLICT EDF CONTROL OVER YOUR
\—RHOMEGUAF{D FORCES. 7




e ————
| I'M AN ASSAULT PILOT. SENT AS AN )
. INSTRUCTOR FOR ADVANCED
\CUMBINED FORCES TRAINING.

PERIOD.
X_Q/B.._;

e s
HAIl FLIGHT OFFICER, IF THAT PROVES

TOBE.. THEN YER MISSION WOULD BE /
WELL RECEIVED INDEED.

& e

ah, THERE'S STILL Y}
All PROBLEM, MA'AM.

AYE.uh THIS IS AH
ALL MALE BASE AN'.

WELL. .. ah. . NO FEMALE
“FAGILITIES".

T FEMALE WHAT? N
{ WHC NEEDS SEPARATE

“FACILITIES™?




WELL, SEGREGATED “FACILITIES” ARE NOT

ALWAYS THE NORM ELSEWHERE, BUT I THINK
WE CAN WORK SOMETHINI !

el e T
0, SEFGEANT. | /o3 OHT FIRSTT
‘| wHaT's FIRST? ( THE BATTLE |

\_SIMULATORS? /




e e e e e
WHETHER OR NOT THE DORNTHANTII COMMANDER WILL BE TAKING

AND IT'S BEEN FIRMED THAT AN EOF OFFICER HAS ARRIVED AT
5 QOVER OPERATIONAL COMMAND HAS YET TO BE ESTABLISHED.
| 3 . e et

THE ZETOC HOMEGUARD BASE.

l ZoAunyre




! Y-HO CREW! GET READY INTO THE BREACH, eh?
( Fgﬂ JUMP IN FIVE MINUTES. IT'S ABOUT TIME. i

T

(FoDGER T!-;‘éﬁ
T
e

PREPARE FOR FINAL POWER TOP-OFF. |
RIG FOR 3-METER/SECOND RUNNING, ;

THE DESTROYER DH 270 PREPARES FOR JUMP,
ITS FUSION DRIVE FLARES FORTH, ADDING
VELOCITY, AND MORE IMPORTANT, THE ADDITIONAL

MEGAWATTS FOR JUMP TO THE CHISHATA SYSTEM

WHICH HAS MYSTERIOUSLY STOPPED COMMUNICATION.

L3



ALL THE ACTIVES ARE DOWN. T
PASSIVE REMOTES FULL REAGY. ) \QEL_E_”VUW_'”ME')

[ ALLSTATIONS
1 | SIGNAL READY.

THE DH 270 HAS ONE LAST
SURGE OF POWER BEFORE
SHUT DOWN THEN, FOR AN
IMPOSSIBLY SHORT INSTANT,
IT NO LONGER EXISTS IN THIS
UNIVERSE. THEN IT IS BACK
AGAIN, BUT 18 LIGHT-YEARS
DISTANT, IN THE QUTSKIRTS
OF THE CHISHATA SYSTEM.

[‘ ZIP ON VISUAL OR
GRAVEMETRICS.

BUT WE'RE STILL A
LONG WAY DFF,)

Hrr, MAYHAPS WE
ARE YET UNDETECTED.




E GOT AN ENERGY FLARE.
LOOKS LIKE A HEAVY PHOPULSOR,

YEAP, THAT LOOKS LIKE THEY EON TO us. 4
LOY THE FIRST WA\ 3 A SWARM OF SMALL, AUTONOMOUS
COMPUTER ATTACK CRAFT, QUICKLY
DISPERSE INTO A SCREENING
COMBAT FORMATION.




HAI, GOING HOME. NOT YET. WE'VE STILL TO
DEALW\TH THE EDF SHIP.

WHAT'S WRONG,
SQUAD LEADER?

YEAH, 5 MEGATON.
ORDERS ARE ORDERS.

THEY'D BETTER
BE! | COULDN'T
STAND ANOTHER
MINUTE IN HERE!|




\ AND THERE'S AN EDF SHIP! ! HELLO! EDF SHIP!
h) L_..ﬂ‘__WE
,,/,//,éfﬂ\:
o=
io z

E SAVE| THIS IS HEFINEF{Y STATION Kr«l&ytﬂf‘2 1
v F

F THE STATIONS, THEN

HEY, CAP! | GOT PART OF AI

TAANSMISSION FROM ONE
o]

\-\ IT WAS DESTROYED.

it H
F” THERE'S A SHIP. CAN'T MAKE )
(' QUT THE SIZE YET, BUT IT LOOKS LIKE
IT'S GOING TO TRY FOR AN INTERCEPT.

; GET A TEAM READY ‘o
TO GO IN AND CHECK THINGS OUT.
My (WE'LL ACCELERATE AFTER THE HEAVY.

| WE'LL HAVE A 7 DAY DELAY UNTIL WE
MEET THE INTERCEPT AND ANOTHER
£ A, 15 PLUS FOR THE HEAVY.

4 BETTER SEND OUT
/ SOME PROBES TO HELP
\ SPEED UP THE SEARCH.




THE FIRST OF THE ATTACK DRONES MAKE CONTACT, AND AT THOUSANDS OF KILOMETERS
PER SECOND, CAN DO LITTLE MORE THAN RAM EACH OTHER IN MUTUAL ANNIHILATION.

HEADS UP PEOPLE!
CONTACT IN JUST A - ;
FEW MINUTES! o TERMINAL DEFENSES UP.
P’ = 7 . ohboy,

THEY'LL BE EXPECTING SOME 1§
EXOTIC EVASIVES FROM US, &
WHICH'LL BE JUST FINE.

THEQ, AT ABOUT .FIVE SECONDS SHORT, ; \ LAUNCH AS MANY INTERCEPTORS AS YOU CAN,
DUMP EVERYTHING INTO OUR INTENDED E % WE CAN'T ALLOW 'EM TO ATTACK THE
PATH, NO EVASIVES. IT'LL PUNCH A RESCUE TEAM.
HOLE THROUGH THEIR INTERCEPT i

PATTERN FOR US.




THE EARLIER DETONATIONS WERE MERE FLICKERS OF LIGHT HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF KILOMETERS DISTANT,
BUT AT THEIR COMBINED SPEEDS, A FEW SECONDS BRING THE NEXT WAVE ONLY A FEW THOUSAND KILOMETERS OUT.

THEN THEY ARE JOINED. EVEN THE HIGH SPEED INTERCEPTORS CAN
BARELY LEAVE THEIR LAUNCHERS BEFORE STRIKING OPPOSING WEAPONS.

THE ENCOUNTER LASTS LESS THAN A SECOND AND THE BATTLE COMPUTERS WOULD HAVE
JO REPLAY THE ACTION A HUNDRED FOLD SLOWER FOR ANY ORGANIC TO COMPREHEND

WE TOOK HITS,
§ STILL GOING TH A DOESN'T LOOK
: : TOO BAD SO FAR,

HIT TO FUEL
CELLS A-4, A5, .

~ (SENSOR ARRAY F-4
INOPERATIVE

PRESSURE LEAKS
{IN COMPARTMENT T2.)
T




#"LOOKS LIKE THE REPUBLICANS
/ _ TOOK A COUPLE OF DIRECTS. |
/ THERE'S STILL AN INTAKE MASS,
\ BUT IT'S PROBABLY A DEAD HULK. /
T

4

{ HELMUT CAUGHT A SECONDARY FRAGMENT.
MESSY BUT FULLY REPAIRABLE. IT LOCKS LIKE 3
THE COMMANDER TOOK A HIGH VELOCITY PIECE. { DAMN, IT'S GONNA
( ) PUT ACRAMPON ¢
A\, __THE MISSICN. /
T T

'S ON FULL LIFE SUPPORT. ..

HAVE MORE LATER. .. l i
-.f




AND MATEOSHAT? |
e oA

STILLIN A
__ SECTION. _,

~“PUTER SAYS HE WAS N
AEROSOLED BY THE \MPACT‘JI
| NOTHING TO RECOVER : E W %
7 shisss! | SAW THE COMMANDER BEFORE
{__HOW BAD WAS HE HIT? THEY GOT HIM INTO A 'DOC. IT GOT
ey HIM LOW IN THE BACK, PROBABLY |
ONLY A FEW GRAMS, BUT -

IT ah WELL,
AT THAT SPEED,

B

it blew him in half.




HOURS LATER

REPAIRS GOING WELL,
| TRUST

'TIS FINE, SIR. WE'LL BE FULL FIT
N TIME FOR THAT FREIGHTER.

WELL TRV A GAPTURE THERE COULD BE BRISONERS ABOARD. THE | [ 1DON'T KNGW, SKIP.THE SEARCH TEAM STI T
FEPUBLICANS GOULDN'T HAVE ELOWN UP THAT STATION WITH i, ANYONE FROM ANY OF THE OTHER L hAh jﬂ“"_“:ﬂ}
B, EVERYONE STILL THERE. ;

b W,
'PUTER SAYS THERE'S ABOUT T
TEMN OTHER OPERATIONS QUT THERE.
' AND YOU JUST CAN'T BREAK EVERY RADIO.

PWELL, LET'S GET THRUSTING AND |
\___FIND OUT WHAT'S ABOARD.

P18



PLANTING gicE IN THE sPRING ’
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paAmninl

LET MY VASSAL
LIVE! I AM THE
ONE YOU'RE

AFTER !

1 HAVE NO DESIRE
TO HARM YOU OR
YOUR VASSAL,

CHILD!

THEN I HAVE MADE A
MISTAKE! FORGIVE ME
AND ALLOW ME
TO EXPLAIN.

H B2
i Vi
B

14

Y

4

2 =
vy




I AM CALLED TOMOE AME. THIS |15 MY LORD,
NORIVUKI OF THE GEISHU CLAN! HIS FATHER
HAD RECENTLY DIED LEAVING NORIYUK| HIS
SOLE HEIR. WE ARE ON OUR WAY TO EDO,
THE CAPITAL, 50 THAT THE SHOGUN CAN
ESTABLISH HIM AS NEW CLAN LF_ADER

THREE TIMES HAVE WE
BEEN ATTACKED! NOW ALL OF MY
LORD'S ESCORTS, SAVE MYSELF,
ARE DEAD.. IF NORIYUKI 15 KILLED,
THE GEISHU CLAN WILL BE
ABOLISHED AND 1T5 HOLDINGS
DISTRIBUTED/

mup

il
WE BELIEVE LORD HIKIJ] 1S
BEHIND THESE ATTEMPTS

BECAUSE HE DESIRES THE
GEISHU POSSESSIONS.

\___\_

ARE YOU A SUPPORTER
OF HIKI... 3t

v
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WHAT? GIVE US ™\ SHTRAH KILL HIMTTE &

DON'T BE Al \WE'LL SEARCH |
INSOLENT/ LOR Pl
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WE ARE IN
YOUR DEBT,
USAGI-SAN,

WE MUST GO
NOW! THERE. IS

UPON YOU ANY
FURTHER!

1 DOUBT THESE
ARE THE LAST OF

Wi, vites
i

)

AS YOU WISH. MY LORD
WILL HIRE YOU AS A
YOJIMBO (BODYGUARD)
UNTIL WE REACH THE'I
GEISHU EPO PALACE:

ok
N ~ 27 %7) | 1 AM TOMOE. AME, DAUGHTER]
7 VLR ~ amm /7] |OF TATSUTARO, THE FOUNDER
TN v === OF THE FALLING RAIN
L /| |SCHOOL OF SWORDSMAN-
SHIR q ."{VAAES |(I_E WHO
EVENING... TRUGH ALL I

1STILL THINK WE SHOULDY 1 MUST SEE TO MY
HAVE BRAVED THE STORM | LORD'S COMFORT AS
INSTEAD OF COMING WELL AS HIS SAFETY/
TO THIS INN/ BESIDES, THE RIVER WE
MUST CROSS WOULD BE
TOO DANGEROUS TO
4 QERRV TONIGHT!

COME... LET US
FORMALLY INTRODUCE
OURSELVES,

KNOW.

THREE YEARS AGO, T
BECAME. A RETAINER

TO THE GEISHU CLAN
TO WHOM MY FAMILY
HAS BEEN LOYAL FOR
TEN GENERATIONS..

«AND NOW IT 1S MY
DUTY TO PREVENT
LORD HIKID1 FROM
TAKING OVER QUR

CLAN'S POSSESSIONS!




1 AM MIYAMOTO USAGI, A RONIN.
MY SWORD-MASTER WAS KATSUICHI
WHO REBELLED AGAINST THE EIGHT W -
KYOTO STYLES TO DEVELOP HIS OWN |
TECHNIQUES. HE WAS A HERMIT

W, LIVING 1IN THE. MOUNTAINS WHEN
T BECAME HIS DISCIPLE.

AFTER THE. DEATH OF KATSUICHI, T BECAME

A RETAINER TO A NORTHERN CLAN. HIKI|

COYETED MY LORD'S LANDS. A BATTLE

WAS FOUGHT AT ADACHIGAHARA PLAIN

IN WHICH MY LORD WAS KILLED. SINCE

THEN, T HAVE BEEN A SHUGYOSHA 5 /
(STUDENT WARRIOR). .

iy
| i
Yol : ™~ 7
¥, <7 : /
i :
SN

S0 THAT 15 ™
WHY YOU KNOW
OF HIKIJL !

THE PANGER 15 6REATEST

WELL AVOID THE MAIN
HIGHWAY AND TAKE. THE
MOUNTAIN PATH FROM
UBAGAMI TO GOMBE!

Fhge

NOW THAT WE'RE NEARING EPO.

>y
Al

wllin,

SHOULD REACH THE )
CAPITAL IN A FEW

ithali,
it ",
e

LAST NIGHT'S RAINS
HAVE MADE THE RIVER
TOO DANGEROUS

TO TRY A
CROSSING!

fiin!
R

‘ ..«mwﬂ‘-ﬁf

\\\nl\'ﬂ‘:l i

b MLy
(i)
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7

2

WE HAYE NO CHOICE...
WE MUST RISK THE




TOMOE AME!
TAKE NORIYUK\
TO SAFETY/

/ALLOW Us TO
GO IN PEACE
AND T WILL

LET YOU LWVE

o
S

Sy

P
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e P
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ARE YU

DEAF? 1 SAID
CAST...

(m&m h\»







STOR, NORWYUKI /

USAGI! TOMOE AME 15 3
BEING SWEPT T WOULD BE
DOWN RIVER! WE'VE IMPOSSIBLE TO FIND

HER IN THE WATER!
WE'LL SEARCH THE
BANK AND HOPE
SHE MADE 1T
TO SHORE!

60T TO TAKE THE BOAT
AND GO AFTER
HER/!

2
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In case you haven't yet caught on, Stan is the letterer for
Aragone’'s GROO as well as a crackeriack commercial ar-

tist. Now if I could only find out what he thinks of the rest of
the issue.

By the way, | enjoyed Albedo # 2, at least the Erma Felna
strip and The Lion and the Unicorn. Usagi Yojimbo was just
alittle too serious, almost a straight Japanese horror story
played with animal masks. | think it’s a strip of excellent
potential, and might be improved if Mr. Sakai were willing to
put alittle more tongue in his cheek. I'm not talking about
making Usagi the rabbit equivalent of Samurai Cat, just the
sort of stuff we saw in his Albedo 1 strip, or else some of the
macabre humor those old Japanese print makers put into

their “grotesque” prints. 1 do have a couple of compliments
for Sakai:

1. His strip did look like a comic strip version of many
Japanese animal prints (with humanoid, clothes-wearing
animals) I've seen in art books. That gave the strip a certain
flavor it would otherwise not have had.

2. A petty detail, but he had the good taste to call his
monster a‘‘goblin,” rather than a “demon,” as far too many
fantasy authors do. Ademon is a spirit-being, not a physical
one, and should require more than a good swordsman just
to fight it off.

Charles Garofalo

WAYNE, NEW JERSEY

Albedo #2 is subtitled "“anthropomorphics” Basically,
that's what is usually called “funny-animal stories,” stories
in which animals act like humans, The cover story is Stan
Sakai's excellently done adventure of a Samurai rabbit; it's
not afunny story, and it would work just as well with people.
Gallacci's own “Erma Felna” would, | think, work better
with people, but Gallacci wants to do anthropomorphics,
50, in the words of Mark Twain, | say let him,

The prize of the issue of a four-page interpretation of
*“The Lion and the Unicorn” by Lela Dowling. It is gorgeous-
ly drawn and funny to boot. | know no higher praise than
this: it reminds me — favorably — of Walt Kelly’s inter-
pretations of nursery rhymes in Dell's Christmas with
Mother Goose and Easter with Mother Goose. As faras I'm
concerned, these four pages are worth the cost of an issue
by themselves. Yeah, half abuck a page. Cheap at the price,

Don Thompson's Comic

Guide review column in the

Comics Buyer's Guide

No. 587 February 15, 1985

I'am delighted with ALBEDO NR 2 and happy to see NR 2
(and future issues) under way. In regards to Don
Thompson's review — if you didn't use recognizable “Cute
& Cuddly” earth-type animals — you would most likely
have to use “Space Grotties" creatures such as in Marvel’s
Alien Legion, etc., which are not likable (note that the
“Hero” has an almost Human face) or a mix of Humans &
other things with the Humans as the “Good Guys.” If you
used just Humans (or the above mix), your strip would be



Just one out of too many others in this vein and you pro-
bably would NOT have got past issue #1. (I think one of the
major reasons that Josh Quagmire's “Cutey Bunney” and
“Space Gophers" work so well is that Humans are treated
as subordinate characters and have to “earn” their own
following — fanwise.)

David Alan Potter

DARIEN, CT

So Erma is considered to come from a decadent and
repulsive society by the locals of Ekosiak, eh? Since
Ekosiak is obviously a colony world, this feeling about Er-
ma’'s homeworld is to be expected. Historically — the maore
remote the colony, the more the colonists needed to be in-
dependent (or to depend on themselves) for survival; and as
people become more independent, they tend to think less
and less of the “motherland.” It would be nice, tho, if you
could spare some room in the story to illustrate this, but |
don’t think you will. After reading #1, it seems that you
want the reader to think along with the story, as opposed to
just reading the story. | say this because, after the beautiful
way the Lepine Republic took Deryon, the EDF would have
been extremely hard pressed to defeat them — if the
Republican forces had been properly reinforced! No
military machine that could execute such a smooth opera-
tion would leave its forces in a position like the Republican
forces were. Where were the aircraft to drive away the EDF
gunships and assault boats? Where was the ECM equip-
ment to jam and confuse the combat controller's signals?
Why were there only a “few” point defense units? Where
the hell were the Republic command ships? For that mat-
ter, where was even one Republic warship? I've a strong
feeling that Deryon is the Aleutian Islands and Ekosiak is
Midway Island in the eyes of the Lepines, as it was to the
Japanese in WWII. The whole Deryon action was intended
to draw EDF attention to an area where nothing is going to
happen — in the near future. Some questions for you: Why
is the EDF multi-specie while the Republic is (apparently)
single-specie? Did each of the species shown so far evolve
on its own world, or did some homeworlds evolve sapient
but different species side by side?

Do you think it's an omen of some kind that you've got
rabbits for bad guys, but 2 of the 4 backup stories have
featured rabbits, and you're getting good plugs from J.
Quagmire — Cutey Bunny's main man and punching bag?

Also, in your letter, you said the EDF doesn't use frag-
ment grenades, but a “tunable shaped charge” explosive.
By use of the word “tunable,” does this mean the user of
the explosive can “tune” it just before use? | can just see a

bunch of grenades with little dials on them:
%P LOD,

7

Speaking ofErma, you've set her quite atask in overcom-
ing sexism and the politics associated with it. Its the same
problemalot of women in the U.S. military will face if we are
at war again. The reason women will be pulled from combat
situations is not just that in most societies war is men's
work, but that the general public is not psycholegically
prepared to deal with women becoming prisoners of war
and the fear that the men assigned with the women would
follow their instinctive reactions to protect the women and
allow themselves to get shot up. In societies that have had
many wars where their very existence was at stake, these
sexist ideas have been cast out — the Soviet Union and
Israel, for instance. Hopefully it will not take such a drastic
situation for the EDF to see Erma’s point. | myself believe
that if awoman wants to be in a combat unit, her sex should
not be the deciding factor, but rather her competence.

Dirk Martine

RANCHO CORDOVA, CA

sTun
Ay ;‘%"5\4‘:\’(’

Gosh, such a letter! And he hit several points dead on. The
most important being | don't “tell” the readers everything
through expositional dialog or captions. You all are going
to have to pay attention to clues and make some extrapola-
tions on your own as to the whos, whats and so forth. As for
the belligerent populations, the various species have form-
ed distinct cultures and the Lepines and some related mi-
norities happened to be a bit more divergent. As to the
origins of species, that's more complicated. The entire pop-
ulation, all the hundred-odd species, effectively woke up
one morning to be aware that they had a planet-wide
technic civilization on their hands. No history, no archeo-
logical past, and little biochemically in common with the
biosphere of their planet. They do, however, have a lot in
common with each other, genetically. I'll leave it to you all
to speculate on the myriad explanations that have devel-
oped in the last few centuries.

ALBEDO is really gorgeous, especially Stan Sakai and of
course your own stuff. Erma Felna and her adventures are
beautiful, beautiful. The halftones in #2 are really breathtak-
ingly rendered, -lovely lighting. Wonderfully realized
characters and backgrounds. Good drama, too. So impor-
tant. Hardly anybody cares about it, it seems sometimes.
Glad you do.

Erma Felna is a wonderful character, one of the closest
things to a real woman I've seen in adventure comics yet.
Comics as it stands today is an almost exclusively male
pastime, and the childish way in which women are usually
treated is partly why. | hope EF continues for a long time,
because comics really needs women like her, strong sym-
pathetic whole characters as arelief from the silly male fan-
tasies that pass for women throughout most of the comics
universe.

OMAHA: | can’t regard OMAHA as “unncecessarily ex-
plicit.” The sex in my stories isn't besides the point, itis the
point. Sex is my theme: how people’s sexuality reflects and
affects the way they live and interact, and what a mess peo-
ple and society usually make of it. I'm trying to show real
sex and real personal problems in the course of my soap
opera. As to sex being “‘necessary"” or “unncessary’” — sex
is “unncessary’’ too much of the time, that is, not too solid-
ly connected to the rest of our lives. The irony is that it is so
important to virtually everyone past puberty that it's
unrealistic to ignore it, but most of us (especially men) pret-
ty much do nonetheless.

On sex in comics generally: it's not sex that should be
fought but the ongoing objectification of women. | find the
female icons in HEAVY METAL and the disgusting rape fan-
tasies portrayed in many small-press titles degrading to
women in a way unlike Omaha, who screws in print but
does so from her own motives and not just to act out male
desires. That’s also what's so positive about Erma Felna:
she doesn't exist just to amuse men, she has her own
reasons for being. OMAHA has many women fans, and I'm
sure Erma does, too.

Reed Waller  OMAHA the Cat Dancer

cfo SteelDragon Press

PO. Box 7253

Powderhorn Station

Minneapolis, MN 55407

If you don't mind friendly, but explicit sex scenes in an
otherwise engaging anthropomorphic story series, grab up
adozen or so copies of Reed's OMAHA THE CAT DANCER.
I've got to, on the one hand, agree with Reed, but consider-
ing the reactions I've already gotten from the readership,
I'm very conscious of all the ulterior motives that some of
the readership has regarding such. Complaints aren’t the
problem, it's the strange feedback | get from those who like
such TOO much. This is, however, not to say that one will
never see furry tit or worse, it's just a matter of doing the
right thing for the right reasons.



Number 2's stories address a concept very rare in ‘funny
animal’ genre dramatic rather than humorous content. As
much as | love to laugh, it's to reflect on the greys and dark
sides or reality. Usagi Yojimbo has the atmosphere to draw
the reader into the suspense, Erma Felna EDF goes a step
farther; as | read, I'm seeing a form of reality through the
senses of Erma while sharing both personal and general
thoughts. The general serious tone of work plus the detail
and clarity of the art and story effectively allows the reader
to believe one one is experiencing the lives of actual beings
not just human clowns wearing animal skins. Usagi and Er-
ma serve good drama as Flinch Gideon, Nilson Ground-
thrumper, and ‘Bad Rubber’ well serve humor. | love it all.

To finish, | would love technical detail and personal
background to incorporate into GDW's Traveller game. For
prime examples, what is Erma’s age and rank, what are the
overall dimensions of the gunboats from no. 1, what is its
armament and are they grav or jet/rocket propulsion.

Tom Helms

SKIPPACK, PA

I've gotten a lot of letters about gaming, but for the time
being, haven't had the opportunity to do much about it. As
things progress, | will, as I've been promising, publish
some manner of technical pub to answer a lot of these
questions. Erma had, at the beginning of NR 1, just turned
26 and now in NR 3, has the rank of Squadron Commander,
roughly the rank and responsibility of a Major or Lieuten-
ant-Colonel. The assault craftin NR 1 are around 40 meters
long and use vectored thrust fusion propulsion.

I've never written a LoC before, but several good reasons
prompt me to do so now. First off is the excellent quality of
your work. In#2 | loved the collage of Erma'’s thoughts. And
the page where Secretary Shatoo and Dea-Htuhok find out
that Erma is a CTC instructor is superb! The composition
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and technique of each panel is some of the finest artwork
I've ever seen in a comic. (You are’t selling originals by any
chance?) Speaking of Dea and the Secretary, they're
marvelous characters and | hope we will see more of them
in the future.

Sakai's Usagi Yojimbois great! His work is very clean and
his battle scenes betray an intimate knowlege of Bushido.

Eric Elliott

SUNNYVALE, CA

Your artwork on “Erma Felna” is even better than before. |
really admire your use of grey washes and white highlights,
especially in the modeling of the figures and the light ef-
fects. The way you draw “anthropomorphics” is great;
reminds me of Walt Kelly,

Stan Sakai's “'Usagi” story was pretty nifty, too; | really
like his artwork. The page numbers in Japanese characters
was a nice touch. Lela Dowling's *‘Lion and the Unicorn”
four-pager seemed a humorous departure from her usual
subject matter, and was very well done.

Allin all an enjoyable book, and a fine follow-up to Albedo
#1! Keep up the good work!

Peter A. Laird / MIRAGE STUDIOS

PO. Box 1218

Sharon, CT 06069

As always, buy TMNT every chance you get. And CUTEY
BUNNY, don’t forget CUTEY BUNNY, even if | didn’t print
one of his letters. Be on the lookout for Groat & Konkle's
EQUINE too, and let me know what it jooks like. | haven’t
seen it yet either. | already mentioned OMAHA, what else?
UNCLE JAM can be awfully interesting. It’s a freebie neato
newspaper put out by Phil Yeh and that crazy L.A. crowd.
Send 'em a buck or so and I'd assume they'd poot you outa
copy and some subscription rates. Write Fragments West,
3908 E. 4th St., Long Beach, CA 90814,

A SAMPLE FROM
"SWORD DANCER"
lCartinér oNE OF THESE DAYS
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BE THE FIRST oN YOUR BLOCK TO GET

Stan Sakai’s USAGI YOJIMBO
is now available as a four-color
T-shirt design. Information : ERATE RIS AT
Hawaiian Funnies v
1306 Kahili St.

Kailua, Hawaii AND RICHARD KONKLE Tcson, A Bz |

EQUINE © 1985 JIM GROAT 0. BOX 32292 |
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