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Jon was impressed by Asawale's so0d
egesight, coordination, and speed.

He could tun far faster than any of the other
Somcalled Fast'funning hawkoid boss... much
Faster thanany Jon had ever seen.

Many of the hawkoids, in his iHHe
horietoun, upuld often say that
Rsawale was "as fleet of foot
and agile o5 a wild Nanger",

And he was al5o an expert at the sling, rarely missing any wild
anima! that was wandefing about, Whenever an arsument or
fight arose betueen the youth of neishboring villages, it would
often end up in @ Shooting contest at lons range.

This was how traditionally the
childcenuould end an kind of
qarel, But all the boss dreaded
having to challenge Fsawale,
because he always won, He
definitely uas the athetic one
inthe Family. and tre most
well-tnown in the vilage.
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Before he even had a

chance fo respond, [ e poiied a farge smooth
ks tHe brother || " cound cock out of his

reacted instantls. || pouch and Sipped it info

the pad of his Sing.

The pad was of a damond
shape, but with slshtly
more rounded edses.

LW
(5!

&

.% WH

Asawale, with a
nighty Sainy,
chucred the farse | & |\

fock inko fhe ax.

Y | T Fiew upaard and dcopped
with a qiet “thump’ next o ||
Hhe wandetiny kehseh.

Startled at the
stange sound, it
darted bact fo

the Flock.
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Ue wouldn't want any
rehseb 40 get sick from
Leing out in the cold.

Asal IF's sebting tind of
chill, Time to bring the kehseb
back into the folds.

Good idea. Better
safe fhan sorty,

The kehseb~Folds auter walls
were walls of farge rocks,
which Jon's Father’s Father’s
father had built.
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Jon wasr't a3 physical as s brother.
Sure, he could use e Sl Faurly wel. He
Just coutd't bt . wid animal hondreds of

3145 away e b brother coul

But ane #ime he dd almost strite
razor~4oothed venatar beast about that
far away The rock fanded fish in front of
him, Even thoush he d't kil the venator,
ke he was supposed 40, he didscare it oFF.

Thes would ietly tare at hin af poblic gatherings. Often
Hhere would be Fhose s would pause o a noment fo
whisper somefhing info the ear of h of het neighbr.

When he went fo have somethiny fo eat or dint with fhe
ofher vilagers at the local publichouse, none of fhem

would st by hin, OFfen he sa by himself fo eat or drnt.

hen he furned f0 gfance Hhe ofber villsers af Hhe ofher
fabies, ther observing Faces would ity look auas.
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It is obvious that the overiord is
Jealous of Tacheed's success
and populasits.

That 15 wh the
overlord is
affer him,

~ Tacheed has sent vs o
N message. He is hiding out at a.
: stronghokd i Adoollawm.

Gowith your brother and st the
Sefvants.Ue are leaviny
immediately fo meet him fhere.





images/00012.jpg





images/00026.jpg
Hopefully, he doesn't suspect
Taeheed as the cause of the raids

They see dli=yray Smoke rsing up n Hhe disfance. Tt s from
Zigay, Hhe temporary hometoun that they were staginy at. | [ Asawale dashes toward Zigay at
a fremendously fast speed..

Dl

Psa! Wast! e can't Just 30
charyiny in? Lle don't know uhat

-
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Days ~ and then months ~ went by as Jon, kis mother,
brothers, and the servants stayed with Tacheed.

They had +o move to many diferent places, since the
overlord uas aluays sexding out spes to look for fhem,

find Flocks of people carte i day after
day wherever Tacheed uas a
1 NI

Theywere feaple of all nds: People of distress, pecple
[Rp>| o usre n debt and people o were sk dscondent
/13 with the things that were soing on in et ives.

They all heard the stories of Tacheed and
had come 4o him with the hope that he
ey suide them o a beter lie.

But, as Hime went by, +he people became wary |\
5 OF all the hurtying to diferent hiding places. [

S0, one day Tacheed walked out |
= infront of al s peaple.
- -
Great mufkitudes stood

before him, skcetching as far [
58

back as the hotizon.
1
e —
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‘Find 50 Taeheed and i people went
to the fand of Hhe Pelshhees..

: 4

During that time, Tacheed and his Solders fouht off the many invading
stincrauler cats fhat often looted and plundered the peoples of the fand.
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See... This litHle
s hyprotized. Otheruise I
R33! wouldn't have been
I\ able fo yrab hin
b ’\ agai so easiy.

o
Uhen g0u shroke the fish a certain
wayin fhe waler, i hypnotizes Ly
them. T4 15 an oldPelshpee fick..
Ue are all 00d ishermen here.
Fishing 1 one of
the feu Hhings 4o
o around ere.

Few
around

(\

They are skyfish They
are called that
ause ey can fly

larye dstances ovf

Please s down. T s very
‘annoying 4o have 10u fower
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One day, when he went to his favorite fishing
Duiny s sty Zigas, Jon would S e oot x s Pelics s
offen wander utsie of fhe city fo o #he larae rock overlooking the water.
nearby strean o so Fishng

Have they sent sou o
ymm
= =
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T doubt .. T doubt the s0ds
cando any damage fo one fhat
doesn't believe in them.

Rl he better for
them 0 do #,

Td never #hought T4 be
mating friends so easiy with a

#hose decades of wars our
peopie have had,

NP ——
S Jon and Bobbie fish tosether |
the rest of the evening.
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Much better. Now I thik its fime
For inrodchions, don't sou?

b7 rame 1 Boeh Chais, b offersx
call me Bobbie. It has @ more styish

Jon s a litHe surprsed fo hear a Pelishiee
sviny himself an Albish name. The Albian
Empire was Hhousands of eages auay.

You have a hawkoid
last name.But sou

T am hawkoid, I was Just born @
Iit4le bit. different.

'A punishment beousht down upon
30u b3 the 3045 of Kathta?

Some of #hem have been
noun to do pranks on
#her vichms for IiHle or
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Ican'ttell

whe'e we afe...

Mother, do sou
really know where
sou're 0ing?

s mother's reply Sounded diskant
Like She was deep in Hhov

Theg qickly disnounted from
Hheir budoerators and walked
up the long, uinds pa

The clif appeared to Jon
as a mouth ready fo Suallow
all those who entered i
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Jon, his Family, and servants loveneged
Hhtough the d, crackly dead srass.

Jon's budgie stopped For a moment to eat whatever
cdible #hings i could find on the dry, dead carth.

Jon Stocd wating white the giant
Feathery creature ate.
Even with £5 head bent down foward the
sround, the birdsti stood fouering over him.
Uhen the bird inshed eatins,
Jon continved following the
of the clan.
The dead yrass scemed 1o 30 on
and on, but they kept movin. &

Jon stopped for @ moment
4o look back around him.
In all dections, the solden Yellow srass
streiched as far back as #he ege can see.
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| Ztuas ears aso.

Uinter was conirg,

The cold beeze struck Jons face as
he stood there amongst the litte
kehseb out in the fields. Trose pufFy
‘coton ballcreatures were nikbling
awayat the dy grass.

,y,.q.

His Father had aluags told him Cbefore
he died) that when winter comes, it uas
Yime 40 take the kehseb into the Folds.
The kehseb were very fragile and the cold
weather wouldrill hem.
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Thank you. Thank
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His litte bcother Asawale stood at fhe
ther side of the kehseb floct, egeing them
clasely while stroting the s0at hairs on his

sling Subconsciously with his feft hand.

His finsers of i right hand were pressed
into he 31 of the Sling, @ small openiny
amonyst he artistically interwoven
srands of black and white har.






