Chapter Seven

Hey it’s Ben.

Even after that run in with my brother I still had the resolve to finish this fight. I was going to save him if it was the last thing I did. I was going to meet up with Nancy with the help of Cindy who was still driving me. We had laid low for the rest of the night and now that it was morning we were going to work with Nancy and see where we could get things linked.  

“Though as we pulled up to Nancy’s office we got quite the sight!”

“They got to Nancy?” Cindy said with a bit of worry on her face.

I saw Nancy being arrested by a few officers and others were taking her workers into custody as well. Cindy got her badge and ran out towards the scene. Once there she presented her badge to the officers and showed them some papers.

“What is the issue here officers?” One of the captains said as he came out to see the commotion.

“I am wondering why you are raiding the office of one of my informants!” Cindy said a bit annoyed and then handed the paperwork to the police captain.

“This girl was accused of having child porn and having molested two children!”

“What I would never! Who would accuse me of child abuse?” Nancy said as she stood by in handcuffs.

“We have heard testimony from multiple parents of the boys you used to babysit a few years ago.” The captain retorted.

“No way! They know I did nothing to those boys!” Nancy responded trying to prove her innocence.

“And yet clearly on your computers we found the evidence of you possessing it!”

“Officer I am filling an injunction to have this case transferred to the DOJ. Nancy here has been helping me with an investigation into this issue. I have the files on me to prove that she is working with me on this case.” Cindy responded.

“Why would we let her go to the DOJ?”

“Because she is helping in a corruption case that I rather not have the local PD involved in. If you don’t believe me you can ask my higher ups.” Cindy said pulling ranks.

“You will have to get it authorized. I am not letting her go that easy!” The stubborn captain said.

“Certainly!” Cindy then turned to me. “Ben take the car and go wait at the Freemont hotel!”

“But I don’t have a license!” I said a bit embarrassed

“What!? Your twenty-two how the hell don’t you have a license.” Cindy responded a bit annoyed.

“Wait ain’t that the boy we been told to detain on sight?” One of the officers said as he pointed at Ben.

“He is also in my custody!” Cindy said now realizing she was pushing the limit of what she could even do.

“aren’t you in a little deep there little kitty cat?!” The captain said as Cindy stood right up to him.

“Go ahead, call my boss. He will tell you all my work is legitimate. And he may just give you all a warning to never test me!” Cindy said with such distain in her voice that it scared me. The captain growled and then walked off muttering something about the paper pushers. Clearly he didn’t have much love lost for the DOJ.

The captain came back later and released Nancy but didn’t return any of the confiscated equipment they had taken from her office. While Nancy had gotten away her staff was taken into custody instead. When things finally calmed down Nancy, Cindy and I were finally able to enter her car.

“Thanks Cindy I owe ya one!” Nancy said as she got into the car with me.

“If they sent Law enforcement after you…” Cindy pondered.

“More than likely they already turned Jake.” I interjected.

“I don’t know about that since Jake didn’t know that information.” Nancy pointed out.

“what are you saying?” I asked.

“She is saying either Jason told Jake the information or…”

“Jason been captured too.” Nancy said wondering if Jason truly had been made.

“I hope he didn’t cause if they did, they would have found my mom.” I said worried now.

The two girls in the front seat looked back at me worried until Nancy decided to change the subject.

“How did it go at the warehouse?”

“Not as much as we would like but I did find shipping manifests. Got many of their recent shipments around the region and a few to an Academy up in New York!” I said as me and Cindy had gone through some of the files I had taken from S under D last night.

“I know that academy. I have someone on the inside.” Nancy said perking up.

“What!? How?” I asked amazed.

“That academy is a programming place for young boys. One of the boys I used to babysit got admitted recently and he heard about S under D and told me had an allergy to their programming. I am going to try and get him out of there before they find out and ship him off to the facility.” Nancy said.

“He could be of great use to us if he doesn’t get made. We need to make some plans on our end to rescue him.” Cindy interjected.

“So how about it Ben? Care to make another run away?” Nancy said.

“You would be going right into the heart of your father’s territory. So are you up for it?” Cindy said a bit worried we were pushing our luck.

I paused and thought about it. All the risks involved but at this point S under D was getting closer and closer. If I was truly about to get caught then the last place they would think to look would be in the lions den.

“I am going to New York!” I said more confidently than I should have.

“Good, I’ll have someone help you out!” Cindy said as she reached for her phone.

“Cindy there is something he could investigate for us too while he is up there.” Nancy said as she reached for something in per pursue.

“Huh?” I asked.

“Jason had failsafe. He gave me a second sample to analyze and I have the results of it here. There are a few chemical compounds here I don’t recognize but there is a lab in New York that might know about them. It might be a bit dangerous but if he could ask around about them we might find out how they make their stuff!” Nancy said as she pulled out the vials.


“A double assignment huh?” I said as I thought about what was being asked for me.

“I can give him an alias as a new college chemist. That should give us enough cover though S under D may be on the look out for it.” She warned.

“Even then we can’t find a cure without this right?” I interjected.

“Can you pull it off?” Nancy asked once again.

“If it’s to save my brother then I have no choice.”

“Well then hook up with agent Leo and get everything in order.” Cindy responded.

“Agent Leo?” I hadn’t heard that name before.

“Think I would send you into the lion’s den without a lion of your own? Leo is a reliable ally of mine!” Nancy said as she seemed more eager than before.

“I’ll take your word for it.”

“Agent Leo is an FBI agent on leave after getting caught up in something. He is someone you can trust.” Cindy this time vouched for him.

“Can I trust him? Can we be sure he hasn’t been taken by S under D?”

“He saved me more times than I can count. He may be a bit of a recluse, but he is worth placing your faith in. And as for him being in S under D, I have checked him for any of the signs and he has shown none so far.” Nancy said.

“Cindy are you sure your bosses approve of all this?” I had to ask her as she was putting a lot on the line here.

“My boss is concerned about it because his father was one of those investigators that did the investigation into those men back in the day. It was a spot on his father’s record that he wants rectified. He says while my leads sound inconsistent he thinks I should investigate.” Cindy said and I was a bit reassured.

“Alrighty so when do I leave?”

“When we get everything settled. Don’t know if anyone in those cops reports directly to S under D so got to see how quiet I can keep this.” Cindy stated as she was already getting her contacts to work for her.

“sounds good” I said before we finally decided to get some rest but we were still on edge. We hadn’t heard from Jason in quite some time and with the cops bearing down on us so hard it was looking like this was going to be our final chance before we would be running forever.

After taking some time to rest and recover Cindy’s contacts came through and they helped us get the cops of our tail and Cindy also laid some seeds to that if S under D got wind of what we were doing they would think I was heading in a different direction. Cindy was able to get her boss to help get me a whole new identity as a fresh out of school chemist student who had found a weird compound on campus and wanted it analyzed. This was the perfect cover for me as I headed into the lion’s den. Days pasted with little results as the labs I visited all said they had seen nothing like it and pondered where I could get such a thing. It was raising lots of questions. Questions we were hoping S under D couldn’t keep people from asking. 

I had just left the latest lab and was going to get in contact with Leo. But when I got to the meeting point he was nowhere to be found. But I did find someone I never expected to see. Standing there was the parent from the town we were made in a while back the one where S under D was converting the entire town.

“Ben?” He said solemnly standing there watching me.

“Rashard?” I said wondering if this was a S under D trap. 

“Oh Benjamin such a hopeless one you are!” He said as he pulled out a stun gun and aimed it right at me. I was ready though and managed to keep the pins of it from shocking me.

“I rather not upstage Jeff but you need to be brought down!” Rashard said as he was about to pull something else out but just then Leo came running in and managed to punch Rashard in the face. Rashard though managed to recover and instantly punch the Lion right back who blocked it easily. The two started fighting in the alleyway we were in. Leo was jumping up from object to wall and Rashard was chasing him.

“Who are you? You ain’t some run of the mill agent!” The lion said as he smiled.

“Ben run! I got this!” Leon said as pulled out some kind of weird grenade and threw it on the ground. I knew what that meant and as it exploded the alleyway in a bunch of smoke I ran and made my escape.

Cindy was right about Leon being reliable. Thanks to him I was able to get away but S under D was getting harder and harder to get away from. They are tracking me more and more. And I don’t know how much longer my luck at avoiding them would hold out.

As I ran I noticed people talking about the smoke coming from the alleyway as another explosion was heard and more smoke came out. It seemed Rashard and Leo were having some kind of huge fight in there which was good for me as it was giving me the perfect distraction as I made my way through the fleeing crowd.

Just then a paw I was familiar with waved at me to come into another building. I obliged and when I entered the old and unhabitable building Jason was standing there. He seemed a bit worse for wear but it was Jason. Though I hadn’t heard from Cindy that he was back.

“Jason, glad you made it. We were wondering if you got made!” I said not thinking about if he was already under S under D control. It was too quick for them to do anything to him and send him back out.

“Got into a bind back there but managed to get out of their net!” Jason said but the way he was talking had me a bit concerned. He seemed a bit too robotic and submissive in his tone. Jason was a bit more confident so to hear him talking so quietly was something I was not expecting.

“So how’d you find me? And what’s the plan? The chemical is turning into a dead end at least in terms of trying to find a cure.” I told him giving him an update.

“That was our best lead, so if it doesn’t pan out we may need to find something else to use Against S under D!” Jason said as we looked out the window to the commotion going on.

I wondered if I should tell him about our contact in the academy but that would put too many people at risk. Cindy would have told him already if she wanted him to know about that she would have told him. 

“So what’s the play?” I asked him.

“We should wait here and let the heat die down. Don’t know how you made such a scene but S under D should be on high alert right now looking for you.”

“Actually right now would be the best time to make a move. It’s Rush hour in New York city, we can easily blend into the crowd.” I interjected knowing this was actually one of the best times for us to move.

“No, we should wait here.” Jason said but I realized something was not totally off about him.

“Jason! What are you waiting on?” I said but as I glanced out of the nearby window I saw Jake walking around outside. That was when it clicked, this was a trap. And to sell it even more Rashard was there as well though he looked a bit beat up after a fight with Leon.

“Hey Jason!”

He turned and looked at me not noticing I had scene what was coming.

“Yes ben?”

“I am sorry we failed you!” I said as once again I used the smoke bomb I had in my pocket. The building filled with smoke and I broke three windows trying to make them think I went out the window but then doubled back through the building we were in.

I managed to sneak away but saw dozens of S under D enforcers running around trying to find me. This was truly the lion’s den. I hadn’t seen this many enforcers all at once before and now they were all after me and they were ready to show no mercy.

I had managed to sneak into a crowd of people walking over the Brooklyn bridge as I saw enforcer after enforcer around. This was going to be the hardest escape I would make and just as I thought I could maybe get away there he was standing on the bridge and instantly he looked right at me.

Jeff.

He pointed right at me and the crowd around me cleared out as enforcer after enforcer came and surrounded me.

“This is it Ben! The game ends now!” Jeff said so sure that he had finally caught me. Not only was I caught in a place that I couldn’t run away from since he had people waiting at both ends of the bridge I had already used my out.

“You say that Jeff! But I don’t have to go with you!” I said wondering where my out was. Leo was nowhere to be found and Jason and Jake were here as well just standing there obediently. S under D had improved as it seemed a trip to the facility was just a few days of programming now instead of the months I was expecting.

“Yes you do! This is it Benjamin Ville! You are coming home. Coming home to our dads and our brothers! We are going to be a family again and no longer will your brother be shedding tears wondering where his brother is!” Jeff said as he closed in now. There was nowhere else for me to go except for one place.

Jeff moved in the grab me and made one final gambit. I jumped on the rail and grabbed the top of the barbed wires that made a fence on the bridge preventing people from doing the one thing I am about to do. I pulled myself up through the pain as Jeff looked at me in shock. He wouldn’t believe I would do it. But this was my last chance to run. My final escape!

I…I…I… took the plunge. I let myself fall and felt the air in my fur as I fell hundreds of feet to the dark waters below. And as I fell with thoughts of what could have been in my head I heard the screams of Jeff and those around as I made my final plunge to my end…. And with that my tale came to end with just a splash.

Hey it’s Henry. Henry Ville. Yes, that henry. Jeff’s brother and Josh’s Boyfriend. I was waiting on the ocean side as I was going to be the star of a party at an ocean side club that as near the Brooklyn Bridge. I know Josh is still out of it with his brother still running but Jeff said he would bring him home soon. 

I just happened to be looking out as I saw something fall off the bridge and there was endless commotion. Someone had jumped to their death. I was curious as to who it was but as I looked up on the bridge I could make out the faint outfits of a few enforcers and something made my stomach sink. It couldn’t be could it?

I made my way up as the police had secured to scene. Everyone was talking about it and it was there in that crowd I say him. I saw him filled with tears. My own brother was there with so many enforcers looking so downtrodden I already knew what was going on.

“Jeff!” I said as I approached him.

He couldn’t respond. He just came over and hugged me while he couldn’t hold back the tears.

That was all I needed to know. My brother could use the comfort but our whole family was about to be in shambles.

I held my brother there for a long time until they finished processing the scene and a search for his body was held. I wished we could have stayed to see if they found him. Some hope that he survived the jump but no one could survive that fall.

Ben was gone. And this time we couldn’t get him back. At home I watched as my family was broken with the news. Ben’s father was distraught at some point he threatened Jeff until my dad calmed him back down. Josh was a husk of himself not even able to process what was going on around him.

I have no idea how we can comeback from this. But we have to. I held my boyfriend and he cried into my chest as his brother was gone. My dads were able to calm themselves soon enough and things were going to get real hard as S under D had a suicide of not only one of its most prominent members but in one of its strongest areas.

I wondered just what we were going to do as the emotions ran high. I watched as Jeff left with a very distraught look on him. I wanted to go after him, but Josh needed me more. I just hoped Jeff wouldn’t do something dumb right now. We have suffered enough as it is. Seven years of waiting for him to come home. And this is what we get. Not even a chance to say a goodbye.

Just why Ben? Why did he have to keep running? Why didn’t he just come home. Why did he have to go out like this….

