Species: Qwuedeviv
(Kwuh ‘deh viv) or (Kwuh ‘dee viv)
Other Names: 'Devivs, Alien Kitties


About Languages 
  The Qwuedeviv learn new languages pretty fast. Their own language is more dependent on tone than the spoken word, thus when learning other languages, sometimes they will toss together utter nonsense as long as their tone is conveying how they feel about something.


Physiology:
Overview: Qwuedeviv are an androgynous race of aliens who share many feline and shark-like qualities. They tend to adapt their appearance based on their environment. 


Detailed View: Qwuedeviv are morphing creatures in their younger stages. Up until adolescence, their appearance largely depends on their environment. This includes things ranging from the shape of their limbs and appendages, height, outer skin layer density and much more.

  For example, those who live in more humid regions tend to have very minimal fur if any and a tough, rubbery skin. Their tails are usually flat and sometimes wide, mimicking the appearance of a much more amphibious based creature.

  Most Qwuedeviv who live in the central, dry portion of their planet have a resemblance to a noseless cat with relatively stubby, short muzzles and rounded facial features. Their claws are long and sturdier than most. Although further investigation is needed, it is suspected that they are composed of a more bone-like material. If removed, they do not grow back.

  The Qwuedeviv have sharp and jagged teeth. Some are wide and flat on the sides—although still pointed at the tips— while others are more rounded and resemble rows of curved needles. Qwuedeviv will grow replacements if previous sets are damaged. This sometimes causes more than one visible row of teeth at a given time. The appearance of these teeth is likened to that of a shark.

  The large majority of Qwuedeviv possess multiple eyes. Two is ideal. They usually have a set of eyes on their faces but this is not true one hundred percent of the time. They possess a certain illusion quality that allows them to mask their eyes from sight which has given some the false impression that they are blind creatures. It is important to note that they can see perfectly fine through their own eye disguise.

  Eyes are very common to find all over their bodies—or what appear to be eyes anyway. Much the same way some snakes have illusion faces, the Qwuedeviv do likewise. They may have hundreds of eye-like patterns down their backs, on their legs or anywhere else really. Although in most cases they are in fact, just illusions, some do possess additional sets of eyes which they use more prominently. 

  A smaller segment of the Qwuedeviv can change their fur color. These individuals actually have transparent 'fur shafts' and skin that allow the chromatophores of underlying layers to show through. They are capable of changing their appearance based on their surroundings; this trait is supposed to act as a camouflage technique to keep them safe from predators. Unfortunately, most any who have been morphed by their environments have usually lost this trait.

  Qwuedeviv have short, velvety soft, but dense fur. The outer layer is water repellent to an extent, coated with oils to keep them relatively dry. Consistent exposure to moisture and water will dissolve this coating though, rendering them more susceptible to becoming a sponge. A thoroughly soaked Qwuedeviv will take many hours to dry off.

  Qwuedeviv are poikilothermic and as such, will move to different environments based on their needs and adjust accordingly. They are more likely to let themselves overheat than touch the dreaded and hated water though. Although largely reliant on the conditions around them, they do have a few features to help with temperature management.

  Their large ears help keep them cooled off if a breeze is present and most have a practice of resting during the warmest parts of the day. They are most lively in cooler weather and their thick fur provides adequate insulation. As a note, some Qwuedeviv have ears that resemble shark fins or something similar.

  Qwuedeviv have specialized sensors, usually located on their heads to detect changes in the environment around them. This helps them to determine in advance if they should seek better shelter or a cooler or warmer environment. These 'Weather Sensors' often appear as unruly, long, rows of fur that sprout up and over the center of their heads like the spines of a fin. Alternatively, some—usually the more minimal fur branch of Qwuedeviv—possess long flaps that rest against their heads. These flaps rise up when actively checking weather conditions and also have a secondary intimidation purpose.

  Another common trait of the Qwuedeviv are 'skin flaps.' These are anywhere between a couple inches long up to twelve inches. Although their true purpose is not entirely clear it has been suggested that they promote more efficient cooling. Whether this is true or not has yet to be proven. Regardless, many Qwuedeviv possess these 'skin flaps' along their backs, heads and sometimes ankles and wrists.

  In some individuals, this is also a case of contracting various bacteria and simple life forms that tend to live as a part of them. Although Qwuedeviv do not really see this as a reason for concern, it can usually be distinguished from natural skin flaps if they are constantly moving about in a disorganized manner.

   The physical structure and height of a Qwuedeviv can vary greatly. Once again, their environment plays a role in how tall or small they will remain, but can be broken down into two primary categories. 

  The smaller Qwuedeviv have lithe and flexible bodies. Although their limbs do not differ in appearance, they are usually well muscled enough to pounce, climb and hang from numerous things. Despite their hatred of water, Qwuedeviv are strong swimmers, some even having tails shaped specifically to aid in such endeavors. 

  The larger Qwuedeviv still retain a relatively gangling appearance, but as many of them mature they begin to fill out some, and eventually, depending on their living conditions and individual practices, become more robust. Larger Qwuedeviv are not nearly as fast and don't seem to bounce around like their smaller counterparts. 

  All Qwuedeviv have certain pliancy and can recover from numerous bad falls without extensive injury.

  Although the Qwuedeviv race is androgynous, some prefer to associate with a gender they have seen other species refer to. Over all, they have very little interest in the matter.




Senses: (As comparable to a Human)

Sight: The sight of the Qwuedeviv is relatively average. They have decent night vision as well. They are usually more active at night. 

Hearing:  Qwuedeviv have excellent hearing and are especially sensitive to high-frequency sounds.

Touch:  The Qwuedeviv love the sense of touch more than any other. They have a particular fascination with how things feel. Their feet and hands alike are both very sensitive (this is also why the Qwuedeviv usually have something over their feet).

Taste:  The Qwuedeviv's sense of taste is pretty average although it largely varies between individuals.

Smell:  Almost nonexistent. Qwuedeviv do not have actual noses. Most of them do have strange gill-like slits that function much the same way—they are not always visible from beneath their fur though.



Diet: Most have pretty hardy stomachs and will eat whatever happens to be native to their location. 
They supposedly prefer unripe fruit as a sort of treat.

Their main diet consists of a variety of meats as their species is primarily carnivorous. 

Qwuedeviv Varieties:

  As previously stated, Qwuedeviv appearances are largely dependent on where they have grown up at. There are several distinguishing features that help to classify the appearance of these types.

Aquatic: Aquatic Qwuedeviv have very short fur if any at all. Their skin tends to be more rubbery and they possess flat tails. Overall these Qwuedeviv retain more aquatic life features than the others do. As one could expect, aquatic Qwuedeviv are the most likely to enjoy swimming.

Average: Average Qwuedeviv look most similar to a cat. They possess medium, soft, dense fur and are most likely to retain the trait for camouflaging their fur color. Their color palette tends to be less vibrant than those from specific regions. 

Desert: These Qwuedeviv have short to average length fur. Their entire body may not be covered by fur however. Many have boney growths jutting out from their backs, shoulders and various other locations. Their skin is tough and leathery. 

Arctic: Arctic Qwuedeviv are often easy to spot as they are the fluffiest of all Qwuedeviv. Their thick fur blocks out a lot of the cold in their environment. Arctic Qwuedeviv’s ears are surrounded by a thick layer of fur. Fur also covers the inside of their ears to keep snow out. Additional thick tufts of fur may be found on the back, around the neck, arms, feet, or legs. Sometimes this causes their paws to appear plump.
Tropical: These Qwuedeviv are often the most colorful of all the types with complex patterns.  Their look has been described as very exotic. Most are very sensitive in how they handle change in environmental temperature. This leads them to also being the highest maintenance.
Natural Defenses:

Claws

  Qwuedeviv have long claws usually of a black or brown color. These claws are relatively short during kitten years and grow longer and thicker as the Qwuedeviv matures. Unlike cats, a Qwuedeviv’s claws only grow once. If the nail is pulled, it will not come back. Some Qwuedeviv may have to file their nails down due to the length as it can become more trouble than anything.

Teeth

  Qwuedeviv have teeth mimicking that of a shark. The bite of a Qwuedeviv can have devastating effects on soft substances like flesh. The teeth of kittens however are fairly rubbery until they mature.

Fur

  Although not particularly a defense, Qwuedeviv, much like earth cats, can fluff out their fur to make themselves appear bigger than their true size. Just as it does for earth cats, it’s simply a bluffing technique and an attempt at intimidation. It doesn’t have much impact on other sentient species though. Qwuedeviv do not heavily rely upon it, but as a natural reaction they do tend to fluff up when startled or frightened. 

Illusion

  Qwuedeviv do not possess any elemental abilities to the best of anyone’s knowledge, however, as illusionists, they can put on a harmless show. They use this tactic to frighten those who do not know it is merely a bluffing technique. 

  Some resort to these techniques more often than others. It is pretty hard to tell what kind of elemental illusion a Qwuedeviv has based on its glowing eye color. Regardless the main varieties seem to be Electric, Ice, Fire and Psychic but then it really doesn’t matter.

Feline Trickery

  The term has come to describe the Qwuedeviv’s natural scheming, conniving nature that makes them the alien kitties that they are.



Species Abilities:  
Some Qwuedeviv are particularly skilled swimmers, but unless they have grown up in such an environment, most utterly hate water. Their species traits vary greatly as does their appearance, however a distinguishing mark of their race's abilities is simply flexibility.





Psychology:  

Family:  Qwuedeviv do not put any great value on a family unit. Most do not know who they are related to for that matter. Family is broadly considered to be their personal crew unit, but even then, the term is a foreign concept to them. Kittens are most commonly raised in massive clowders by a group of Qwuedeviv whose very task is just to manage kittens. Kittens are not given individual attention in this manner, and a large portion of their social and behavioral problems get thrown on their instructors later on. However the Qwuedeviv still seem to find this to be the most efficient way to raise them. It is not mandatory for kittens to be raised in the clowders, but most Qwuedeviv have no interest in raising them personally. 
   

Community: Since the Qwuedeviv are all involved in their military, the community does have common ground. Some Qwuedeviv get along better than others but on average they all like a decent deal of personal space and although they have adapted to being in close quarters, it is also the reason there are so many fights. Fights are perfectly promoted in their community though for both entertainment and social rank order. Despite the fact that Qwuedeviv in close quarters do not get along particularly well, they also do not fare well in the absence of others. Like most sentient life, they require companionship to some extent, even if they think those around them are useless.


Government:  The Qwuedeviv government is composed of the same individuals who are the leadership of their military. The two are one in the same in the eyes of the Qwuedeviv. Either way, the officers of the military are usually not very friendly. They have no interest in the overall well being of their people. To say their leadership is corrupt is plentiful of an understatement. They generally rule over the mass through means of intimidation and the bribery of individuals to enforce their rules. There are certain guidelines and restrictions that even their leaders must adhere to proclaimed by the Qwujakuhl. They are mostly free to direct their species as they see fit so long as it does not affect the other two species negatively.


Culture:  The Qwuedeviv are basically all involved in their military one way or another—aside from the occasional rogue to their lifestyle. Every once in a great while some group will decide they want to live a different way. Granted they best hide themselves well since the others will hunt them down and kill them all off for tarnishing the reputation of their superior species.

  None of the Qwuedeviv have a particularly valiant reason for the world conquest mindset. "It's what we do and we do it well" to quote one of the recent leaders. The Qwuedeviv migrate around to their various conquered lands, usually leaving behind a group to maintain it. How often they actually succeed in conquering anything is undetermined. They hardly ever settle down into normal living since their never ending agenda always has world conquest at the top priority.

  Thus their culture is adaptive to an extent. Qwuedeviv are curious creatures and often times will take great interest in the culture of those they plan to conquer. The Qwuedeviv have adopted practices from all kinds of different cultures, making their own something of a mystery to outsiders.
  Although their species is indeed all military, they do have other parts to their lives. Those currently not stationed off planet or on any kind of mission are free to indulge in whatever it is they like. Qwuedeviv are known to be great supporters of violent sports games and some of the Qwuedeviv enjoy participating in them.

  Aside from invasion efforts and sports, Qwuedeviv also have a vast scientific field that has been gathering up other species for testing—really the effort is just meant to learn about them as opposed to be mean and violent, which is a surprise.
  They also study alien plants and have been developing medicines and cures for all sorts of things. Sadly they have thus far refused to share their knowledge with other species, making it fairly irrelevant to most.

Qwuedeviv Military Academy (usually called “The Academy”)
  Basic Training for Qwuedeviv starts at a young age. Although the kittens are separated by age, kittens from older classes still circulate with the others in between classes. Leadership has proclaimed this to be a healthy structure for learning. Despite the fact that it results in a lot of bullying—the leadership proclaims this as learning how to deal with threats larger and stronger than one’s self. Given the Qwuedeviv’s stubborn nature, this is probably a lot safer for the felines than having their first lessons be with other species.
  Kittens begin to learn a lot of their fighting basics here. They aren’t subjected to any live fire exercises in their beginning years, but they do have long hours in classrooms and some practice of hand to hand combat with instructors. Kittens at this age aren’t allowed to spar with each other. Of course a large majority still do. 

  Aside from fighting basics, the set up is a lot like a military academy. Kittens are free to pursue additional elective classes that interest them so long as they maintain their grades in all of their core curriculum. 

Military Field Training

  Once kittens have attended the first phase of their training several years (actual length may vary depending on their learning rate), they move up into the next phase of their training. This includes going out on practice missions all the while watching videos of other invader crews and learning from and discussing approaches. Kittens begin to be sifted through at this point as to which are more natural leaders. Kittens also begin to work as units. This stage of training is fairly rigorous; not all kittens make it through which is perfectly acceptable to the Qwuedeviv.

Invader Crew or Intern Stationing

  Once through all their basic training, some kittens may be placed together as entire rookie teams, but most are spread out through existing invader crews to learn from the others. Those chosen to be leaders are often given evaluation runs of recon or small scale invasion with a crew compiled of both rookies and veterans alike. 

  Not all Qwuedeviv kittens are assigned to invader crews. Some stay back to be instructors or work at stations on Qwuh-9.  These kittens take on the role of an intern or apprentice depending on the circumstances. 

  After they have successfully completed a mission or their internship is declared over—with positive results—they graduate from the Military Academy. At this point they can request to be transferred to certain crews, fields, etc. Whether or not their request is granted is another story. As could be expected, the longer they are a part of crews or stationed at the work, the higher their value is and requests for more coveted positions are more likely to be granted. 



Etiquette and Mannerisms:
  It is considered polite to have one's eyes visible when amongst the company of other Qwuedeviv exclusively. To ignore this etiquette is a great insult to those around and may cause disassociation. 

Why they prefer to hide their eyes from others is not entirely clear. None have openly stated it, but it is generally accepted that they do not enjoy direct contact with strangers and prefer to alienate themselves as much as possible from other species.

  Most seem to have particular joy in their ability to outsmart one another and generally speaking this is how they come to an eventual conclusion of who is in charge.  

  They have a reputation as illusionists. Qwuedeviv are very creative—usually in most devious ways. They take pride in tossing others into complete confusion and creating false truths for them to follow. This illusion quality appears both in their physical design and in their mentality.

  Although the Qwuedeviv love to touch various things to learn about them, it is interestingly enough, unacceptable to come into physical contact with others of their species unless deemed necessary by their military leaders or during fights. At all other times, Qwuedeviv generally avoid contact like a plague. This is most likely why displays of affection are such horrifying concepts to many of them.

It has been proven more than once that after their initial fear of physical contact with outside species has subsided they actually do seem to enjoy it—in small quantities anyway. Qwuedeviv kittens on the other hand, enjoy being very close to other Qwuedeviv. They will often snuggle up together or give another a friendly face lick. Why Qwuedeviv see this contact in such a negative light later on is simply because they feel it diminishes their tough image. Most Qwuedeviv do not realize that their species is fluffy and considered cute by most anyway.


Clothing:
The Qwuedeviv have quite a few different sets of clothing depending on status and such.

Casual wear is considered to be a simple, relatively snug fitting, long sleeve that zips up the front along with simple pants with connected footwear. Casual wear has any markings the Qwuedeviv's fur naturally has in the same corresponding location so that the Qwuedeviv can easily tell each other apart by sight. These outfits come in three colors. 

White is the color of all Qwuedeviv in training.
Gray is the color Qwuedeviv wear having graduated from training, but have not proved to be above average in military worth.

Black is the color Qwuedeviv wear whom have proven themselves above average value to military efforts.

  Also noteworthy, each level of casual outfit is awarded with stripes of the next rank’s color. The max is usually three before a rank up is in order. In some cases where a Qwuedeviv has shown outstanding results but does not possess the experience, a red-orange stripe is given. This is a high honor.

  A red-orange stripe on black casual wear indicates an officer—although most officers are in uniform at all times. 


  Their official uniform for invading consists of one solid piece including the hood and footwear. This 'suit' blends in a lot less than they realize with the culture around themselves. These uniforms of their's resemble to a great degree footed pajamas with hoods. They do not exactly get the idea that most species wear footwear which they refer to as shoes, and that their clothing is not a single article from head to toe. 

  Older models of the invader’s uniform could be manually changed from one solid color to another. Second edition models came out that would automatically adjust to the solid color that best fit with their surroundings. Now their suits have a cloaking ability that allows the suit to change to several colors at once and create a complex camouflage. The material itself does not actually change color but rather reflects with those around it. Due to high costs of production, only elites tend to get the latest versions, whereas Qwuedeviv in missions that are not high risk or priority get the first models. 

  Qwuedeviv who hold actual ranks and positions in their military leadership likewise have individual uniforms and colors that are much more complex than the others and nearly too numerous to name. They are more traditional in appearance; most include head gear of some kind. Qwuedeviv are apparently fond of covering their heads.



Names: 
  Although the Qwuedeviv have actual names that usually have an apostrophe or two in the mix, they adopt what they consider to be "normal" names to aid in their blending in with other cultures. Unfortunately, they seem to have a slight misconception of what normal is. They will often take a common word and proclaim it as their name. Likewise they may also take words they like the sound of, or a combination of things they have heard on TV and use it as their name.

For example, 

Qyrvus Mur'rak (Smiley)
Shkie Qe'xonn (Love ‘n Hearts) 
Talaf Yee’eq (Do not Refrigerate) 

Ekiipi Auq'tac (Fishsticks)

Inquos Vuuxza’bah (Pokeyoo)

Krukeke Cru’ax (Loan Shark)

Greyar Untay'nnarr (Licorice Gumdrop)

Blial M'Trilou (Q)

  An important note on Invader Names. A Qwuedeviv can choose to change its invader name as often as it pleases, however most will stick to one for the duration of their life. 

Relationship With Other Species:
Qwuedeviv find themselves to be highly superior to any other species. This self proclaimed importance makes them fairly uncivil with others.



Random Facts: 

Captured Qwuedeviv often are most concerned about hiding their faces from their captors. 

The Qwuedeviv are known to make strange, consecutive clicking noises as well as dual-toned high pitched shrieks. That aside, they make a lot of sounds similar to a cat and are generally very vocal creatures.

Qwuedeviv strive to destroy individuality in their culture. This is why they all dress in a similar fashion and are raised under such odd circumstances. The Qwuedeviv believe they are better united in this fashion.

Even though they are obsessed with adding more territory to what they currently possess, their current home is far from being over populated. 

Some electronic devices as well as electricity are known to interfere with their illusionary eye disguise.

Given in their own culture it is perfectly acceptable to go around touching whatever they please, Qwuedeviv can at times find themselves in trouble—or looked at strangely—in other cultures where it is not as acceptable.
It is acceptable to call a Qwuedeviv by either its invader name or official name as long as only Qwuedeviv are present. 

All Qwuedeviv have gills.
Qwuedeviv have very soft, sensitive feet, thus they prefer to have some kind of covering on them at all times.

