Children of Maeria:

The Battle of Baker Fields

(A short comic by Tacki Kawabata)

Synopsis: Set on the eve of battle in the main story,Some soldiers from J Company sit around a campfire as Tacki and Toroth tell the story of the first battle the both of them fought together in. This story describes their time serving in the 26th Deerfield Light Infantry Regiment and how they were unexpectedly cut off from the rest of the army by a demon flank attack. The day was harrowing, but because the regiment stuck together they managed to last long enough for help to arrive.

Note: I think I will put other babyfurs I know in some of the past scenes standing in for nameless troopers and some of the officers. Probably with the exception of Tacki, Toroth, Kebbel and Gou Kang. I will have to remember to address this in the page description. It could be something like a movie where the various babyfurs are “acting” a part in the movie instead of playing themselves like in the main comic.

Script

	Part
	Description
	Dialogue

	1 to 3
	A cub soldier stares bored into the darkness. His eyes get wider and wider till in the third panel where he shouts and raises his pacigun.
	Soldier: “Halt! What's the passphrase?!”

	4
	Shadowy figures that look like their arms are raised...
	Tacki: “We are not demons!”

	5
	Cub soldier, arms shouldered, speaking in relief.
	Soldier: “You may pass.”

	6
	Yosheo, Sirius, Kaffre, Zee-Zee, Lig, Chibii, Tavi, Ozzie at a campfire discussing things.
	

	7
	Kaffre stands at attention, saluting upon Lieutenant Tacki's arrival, the others move to stand with Yosheo removing his hat even though he would not be required to.
	Kaffre: “Sir!”

	8
	Tacki waving his hand in dismissal.
	Tacki: “At ease! At ease... you guys aren't on duty. Got any room for Toroth and myself?”

	9
	Tacki and Toroth sitting down next to Sirius.
	Toroth: “So, got any hot cocoa for us?”

	10
	Chibii hands Toroth a sippie cup filled with hot cocoa
	

	11
	Chibii looking worried about tomorrow.
	Chibii: So... w-what's it going to be like tomorrow? The 

b-b-battle?

	12
	Tacki with his hand behind his head and his eyes closed.
	Tacki: I'm not going to lie Chibii. It'll be scary. But it's nothing we all aren't ready for.

	13
	Chibii and the others looking a little scared.
	Tacki: “You won't really 'see' the battle as much as hear it. The drums, the marching of feet, the roar of the demons and the gunfire...”

	14
	Tacki leaning forward intently.
	Tacki: “But you all will have simple jobs. Just either drum or shoot and listen to us officers. Do your job and obey orders and we'll ALL make it through. I promise!”

	15
	Sirius looking embarrassed...
	Sirius: “I-I'm still scared Tacki. How can I get rid of these butterflies?”

	16
	Yosheo piping up.
	Yosheo: “Perhaps the Lieutenant can give us an account of his first battlefield experience?”

	17
	The other soldiers looking more animated and interested.
	Lig: “Yeah! I think that would help a lot!”

	18
	Toroth chiming in.
	Toroth: “Ah, Tacki's first battle. I certainly remember that day. You'd all be pleased to learn that I remember a certain hatchling that felt the exact same way you all are feeling right now.”

	19
	Tacki sort of hiding his face in embarrassment gesturing at Toroth.
	Tacki: “Toroth, why don't you go ahead and tell the story?”

Toroth: “I was just thinking the same thing Sir!”

	20
	Black and white old looking photo quality picture of a town surrounded by wheat fields.
	Tor (narrator): It all happened 7 years ago. A little dragon hatchie had just completed his basic training and was now marching with the 26th Deerfield Light Infantry Regiment to a beleaguered market town called Baker...

	21
	Closer shot of the town (now in normal color) being swarmed by demons.
	Tor (narrator): The town had been evacuated by the local gendarmerie barely the night before, so no civilians were at risk. Nevertheless, the demons could detect that cubs WERE there and they were sniffing around every nook and cranny for victims.

	22
	Implings in a room tearing open furniture and scattering toys from toy chests everywhere.
	Tor (narrator): Their search was indeed all in vain. Nevertheless the demonic megahorde was occupying our territory and disrupting the lives of cubs all over the area... and that would NOT be tolerated!

	23
	A picture of the diminutive General Gŏu Kang. Not physically impressive, but the little shih tzu looks like he has a spirit larger than life. Other officers are gaggling behind him.
	Tor (narrator): The Cub Guard needed to put the horde down for a nap, and to that end, the Cub Council sent General Gŏu Kang to lead us.

	24
	Back to the present: Yosheo pipes up, showing that he is a smart little cookie.
	Yosheo: “The Legendary  General Gŏu Kang? Kazootles! Unless I miss my guess, you guys were in safe paws!”

	25
	Close up of Toroth.
	Toroth: We were indeed, but the Battle of Baker Fields was not without its complications. Events would really put the General and the 26th's skills to the test!

	26
	Back to the past: Shot of a road covered in soldiers and guns marching in column.
	Tor (narrator): The battle itself was of epic proportions. Tens of thousands of demons made up the megahorde, and no less than 3 Army Corps would take to the field to oppose them!

<CLOMP> <CLOMP> <CLOMP>

 <Rata-tata-tat-tat-tat!>

	27
	A shot of a paper map with chibi characters representing corps and demon groups.
	Tor (narrator): Initially, the demons appeared to be massing in the town AND in the fields to the right. I Corps of the Army of Maeria would form on the left and take the horde dead on while  II Corps (with it's more numerous lighter elements) would check the demons holed up in the town. Meanwhile III Corps was marching swiftly to the battlefield with the intention of acting as a reserve and supporting any potential trouble spots.

	28
	A group of bombarding leviathans facing off against a battery of pacicannons.
	Tor (narrator): Battle was joined when the artillery opened fire...

<CHOOM!> <CHOOM!> <BOOM!> <BA-BOOM!>

	29
	Shot of the 26th advancing in double line and dressed ranks.
	Tor (narrator): and just like that II Corps advanced... and with it the 26th Light Infantry Regiment of the 1st Brigade, 1st Division.

<Trumpet Call>

	30
	Shot of the 26th taking aim at the demons. Behind the troops
	Tor (narrator): Unsurprisingly, the demons in the town charged out into the open to meet with II Corps.

Major Kebbel: “Make Reaaady! Take AIIIIIIM!!!”

<Cah-CLICK!>

	31
	Side shot of the 26th opening fire.
	Major Kebbel: “FIRE!!!”

<BA-BOOM> <RUMBLE>

	32
	Rear shot of the 26th in activity, loading and firing at the demons who are getting the worst of it.
	Tor (narrator): Things were going well. The 26th was doing it's part for the II Corps in holding the demons just outside of the town.

Major Kebbel: Independent FIRE AT WILL!!!

<Bang> <Bang>

	33
	Shot of Brigadier General Stark talking to an aide-de-camp, pointing at the breaking demons outside of town with enthusiasm.
	Tor (narrator): The demons on the outskirts of town were breaking under the volume of fire. So much so that our Brigade Commander: Brigadier General Stark thought to advance with his brigade and take the outlying portions of the town. Thus granting the Army of Maeria a vital foothold for the soon to come dangerous street fighting!

	34
	A runner delivering a message to Colonel Leebs, commander of the 26th Light Infantry Regiment.
	Runner: “Brigadier General Stark's compliments Colonel Leebs! The 26th is to form the skirmish line for the brigade and advance towards the outlying buildings of Baker. Prepare to occupy and fortify them if practicable!”

Leebs: “Deerfield! Skirmish Order! Fire and ADVANCE!”

<Trumpet Call>

	35
	Toroth waving Tacki over to cover for him as he advances in skirmish order. Sergeant Toroth looks confident, Tacki has a deer in the headlights look to him but is following orders.
	Tor (narrator): The regiment spread out into skirmish order and the individual troopers broke up into pairs. I decided to keep an eye on Tacki, us being fellow hatchies and all.

Toroth: “Tacki! Cover me!”

	36
	Toroth placing a claw on Tacki's chest holding his pacigun in the other claw.
	Toroth: “Hey! Hatchie-bro! You're doing fine! Stay close to me and remember to shoot and reload! Shoot and reload!”

	37
	Toroth firing away at the camera with his pacigun. Tacki looking alert, ready to cover him while he reloads. Other troops in the background.
	

	38
	Troops entering the town, demons fleeing.
	Tor (narrator): Sure enough, we managed to beat the demons back deeper into the town. The first brigade was just getting into the town proper...

	39
	A deadly demon horde, charging down the hill.
	Tor (narrator): Then disaster struck on the other side of the field!

	40
	The I Corps falling back under an onslaught of demons.
	Tor (narrator): The I Corps was doing just fine over on the left flank when suddenly a heavy demon push developed in front of it and began pushing back the infantry lines.

	41
	I Corps reserves preparing to advance, fancy guard troops and grenadiers.
	Tor (narrator): General Gŏu Kang had taken precautions and was doing a standard fall back maneuver, drawing the demons out of cover and into the waiting arms of his reserves. Getting ready to spring a trap.

	42
	Demons turning and charging at the reader.
	Tor (narrator): 9 times out of 10 the demons continue to charge an enemy falling back, but this was the exception. They inexplicably turned left and charged at the now exposed left flank of II Corps!

	43
	Demons hitting second corps hard... getting into melee combat and splitting them into two bodies of troops.
	Tor (narrator): II Corps was cut in two! The First Brigade was cut off in the town away from the rest of its division!

	44
	Shot of II Corps running in formation away from trouble.
	Tor (narrator): The rest of II Corps managed to fall back in good order but now even they were being driven away from I Corps... the whole army was being cut in two now!

	45
	Demons turning their attention to the town.
	Tor (narrator): Now the demons fell back on their old instincts and began attacking isolated groups, Me and Tacki's brigade!

	46
	Bombardment of the village by purple energy bombs of leviathans. Troops being thrown around.
	Tor (narrator): Some leviathans that were still standing began bombarding those of us in the town!

Major Kebbel: “Get inside NOW!”

	47
	Tacki running alone in a panic into a nearby house
	Tor (narrator): I lost sight of Tacki during the bombardment, I thought he was right behind me!

	48
	Tacki scooting up some stairs.
	

	49
	Tacki pushing a heavy chest in front of a bedroom door.
	

	50
	Tacki hiding under some covers.
	Tor (narrator): I thought Tacki was a goner when he got cut off from us. Thank Mommy it turned out he wasn't too far away!

<Bang> <Bang>

	51
	Tacki looking out the window at the next house where Toroth, Kebbel and other soldiers are holed up.
	Tor (narrator): I saw the little scamp peeking out at me from the next house over. At this point, the implings were making their assault on us.

Toroth: “Tacki?! Spanks! How did you get over there?! The demons are swarming all over the ground floor. You've got to get over here!

	52
	Kebbel and Toroth at the window... Toroth shooting down at the street.
	Kebbel: “Son! If you don't get over here you'll be snapped up by the implings alone! Fly over here through the window. It's not far!”

	53
	Picture of the road below filling up with hungry demons clawing at the walls of the houses.
	

	54
	Tacki  shivering and ducking behind the window, looking really scared.
	Tacki: “I-I c-can't. S-sir! M-my wings... w-won't... WORK!”

	55
	Toroth and Kebbel putting a wooden floorboard down. Making a bridge across the street.
	Kebbel: “We've got a bridge Private. You don't have to fly... just cross!”

Toroth: “Come on Tacki!!! You have to do it!”

	56
	Side shot showing the distance between the buildings.
	Tacki: “I can't! I'll fall!!!”

Kebbel: “You'll make it son! Now get over the bridge! That's an order!”

Toroth: “We'll cover you!”

	57
	Tacki, getting ready to traverse the bridge as demons begin to break down the door behind him.
	Tacki: “I can do this...”

	58
	Tacki crawling on the bridge. Toroth firing out the window.
	Toroth: “You got it bro!”

	59
	Tacki getting on two feet looking scared as demons come up behind .
	Kebbel: “They're behind you son! Move MOVE MOOOOVE!”

	60
	Tacki barreling through the window on top of Kebbel and Toroth as other troops get to the window.
	Tacki: “Am I still alive?”

Toroth & Kebbel: “Oof!”

	61
	Toroth dusting Tacki off while Kebbel composes himself.
	Toroth: “Ya did good bro!”

Tacki: “I think I need a change.”

Kebbel: “They'll be time for that later son. Now help us defend this place! It's gonna be a long day!”

	62
	Birds eye view of the town. Troops are holed up blasting out of windows at the demons.
	Tor (narrator): The 26th, along with the 1st Brigade managed to dig in fairly well and were well prepared to hold on for hours...

	63
	Picture of a cavalry regiment trotting in formation while their commander waves at the General on his hill
	Tor (narrator): but just a few minutes later the III Corps under Major-General LiGrande had entered the battle.

	64
	Triumphant shot of cub infantry charging the mass of demons and throwing them back.
	Tor (narrator): The demons were exposed and the threat of the horde was crippled. The battle was a decisive victory a mere hour later and the cavalry had one heckuva chase.

	65
	Shot of Kebbel and his squad in the building. Diaper butts moving about as Toroth is about to be changed by another trooper and Tacki fumbles with putting on his pants
	Tor (narrator): A few of us fell to the demons' paralyzing barbs and some of us even had our souls sucked out of our bodies. Luckily, only an insignificant number of demons managed to get away and only a miniscule amount of cubs met a bad end that day.

	66
	Medicorps specialists putting a soul back into an incapacitated trooper's body with their whimsical contraption.
	Medicorps Kid: This one is his!

	67
	General Stark weeping while  General Gŏu consoles him.
	Tor (narrator): General Gŏu Kang himself had a little chat with General Stark while the 26th was praised for it's bravery.

Stark: “I made a horrible mistake! I'm not fit to lead a brigade, not even a changing squad!”

Gŏu: “It's okay as long as you've learned your lesson General.”

Stark: <Sniff> “T-thank you S-sir!”

	68
	The 26th at attention, camera focused on Tacki and Toroth while  Gŏu inspects the troops.
	Tor (narrator): And a certain red draggie got his baptism of fire that way AND learned a valuable lesson...

	69
	Present: Tavi and Ozzie sitting.
	Ozzie: And what was it? o_o

	70
	Tacki with his arm around his egg bro.
	Tacki: “That in battle, your comrades are your life. You watch out for them and they watch out for you. And you always stick together!”

	71
	Toroth speaking
	Toroth: “Remember, scared you may be, but take comfort in the fact that 99 other cubs in your company have your back when it really matters!

	72
	Tacki standing up
	Tacki: The demons have numbers and a creepy hive mind it's believed, but they will ALWAYS break against a small group of stalwart brothers and sisters shoulder to shoulder.

	73
	Tacki and Toroth putting claws on the other troops shoulders.
	Toroth: We've been through a lot together already guys. The camaraderie here definitely reminds me of me and Tac's old regiment, and that was a darn good group of soldiers.

	74
	Tacki speaking
	Tacki: “Training goes a long way but the real “soul” of a regiment is our compassion for each other. You will be surprised with how strong that really is when push comes to shove.”

	75
	Picture of the rest of the troops hopefully looking a little less scared.
	Tacki: “Get some sleep for tomorrow troops. No matter what happens, I know you won't let me OR Toroth down.”

	END
	Probably 30+ pages of stuff
	Hopefully I can do this...


