Plastron: What is the handle/username you are most commonly known as?
Bakameganekko: Bakameganekko. I wanted to change it, but already I'll well known by this username so I'll keep it. Many call me Baka though and I laugh every time they use it because I know what it means XD
 

P: On which websites did you or do you post your work? Are there any active links new readers could follow to find your work?

BMN: You can find my art on Inkbunny, Furaffinity, Deviantart(I'm hardly active on DA) and my Patreon.
 

P: What was your introduction to TMNT?

BMN: Oh my, I've been a fan since the 80's. I never stopped being a fan through the years.
 

P: When did you begin participating in the fandom?

BMN: Since 2013. Back then I was loving the 2012 Nick series and decided to began drawing TMNT fanart and to share it on Deviantart. I met so many wonderful friends there. Later on I created an account on Tumblr and found out how big and amazing the TMNT fandom was and still is.
 

P: Do you have a personal favorite or “definitive” version of TMNT?

BMN: My favorites are 2003, 2012, 2014/16 movies and Rise of the TMNT.
 

P: How has your view of the franchise changed over the years?

BMN: Not much. I still hold a special kind of love for this franchise since all the way back from my childhood.
 

P: The soft lighting and settings you incorporate are so beautiful in all of your pieces. When I first saw your TMNT art, I loved how you captured the bulkiness of their limbs and shells. The muscles on your characters are gorgeous, not to mention you produce such lush digital paintings in addition to beautiful line art pieces. You also give the tmnt such loving, serene facial expressions when they’re together in your art. It’s so romantic!

Do you have a favorite program, brushes, or method that you use to take a drawing/sketch to a full rendered digital painting piece, for example? (If you would like, you can also opt to just talk about the themes you usually put in your pieces that aren’t commissioned).

BMN: Whenever I draw for myself I just reach into my head for ideas I want to bring to life and share with others. It's kind of like a therapy for me. Whenever I feel stressed, anxious or just simply tired of drawing commissions for others I just sit down in front of my tablet and draw what I want, what makes me happy. I love drawing romantic stuff (naughty stuff too though lol!) But even If draw something  naughty I love to show characters in a romantic bliss. I do this in commissions too. It's not just about drawing two characters having sex, but how much they care and love each other, and it shows in the expressions I give them.

The programs I use are Paintool Sai and Photoshop, mostly Paintool Sai though.  
 

P: Do you have any advice for any beginners who want to write fiction/draw?

BMN: Draw, draw and draw. This is something I always tell beginners who approach me for advice. It doesn't matter if your art isn't the best now, eventually it will get better, but you need to be patient. We all learn in different ways. Some learn faster but others need more time. Also, don't EVER compare your work to others, especially to professional artists. This will only depress you, trust me. Draw what you love and share it if you want. If drawing is something that you love then just keep doing it and never stop. Keep practicing and in time you will see a great improvement in your art. Look for your favorite artists and learn from them. Look closely at their art, their tutorials (if they have any) and practice what you've learned from them. Even I'm still learning from others. I have yet lots and lots to learn.
 

P: How do you stay motivated, or cope with writers’/artists’ block?

BMN: I stay motivated by browsing other artists work. Whenever I do it it just fills my head with so many ideas that I need to draw them right away. Of course, most of the time I can't since I'm really busy :p

As for artist block, I get extremely frustrated XD I hate them! What I do is just stop drawing right away. I sit down to read, maybe watch a series or a movie and relax and then I try the next day when my mind has finally cleared and you know what? It always works XD
 

P: What character or characters do you enjoy writing or drawing the most?

BMN: I love drawing Raph the most, but also Raph/Don and Raph/Leo. I also enjoy drawing other fanart from other franchises and furry art too :3
 

P: What character or characters do you identify with the most? Does that influence how you portray them?

BMN: I don't normally identify with any characters I like. Maybe I do like them because I see myself in something they do, but I've never stopped to think about it. I do think I have a bit of personality from all four turtles and that's why I love them. Yet, I do consider Raph to be my favorite... That could be because like him, I don't like to rely on others for help. I'm a bit of a loner and whenever I have a problem I like to solve it myself than ask for help. Raph can work in a team, but we know that sometimes he runs off to take care of things for himself. Huh, maybe I'm more like him than I thought and that's why I like him a little bit more than the others.
 

P: Are there any of YOUR works you'd like to shine a spotlight on? Maybe some that you'd welcome more comments on?

BMN: Here are some of my favorite drawings:
Settling the Clan (Commission)
Fighting Desire (Commission)
Wedding Night (Commission)
Ghost of the Jungle
On the Hunt
Nightwatcher
B Team (Commission)
Who goes there?
Bad Dreams

A lesson in compassion
 

P: If you were in full creative control, what's your idea of the ULTIMATE, perfect TMNT movie (and/or TV series)?

BMN: I would make a more mature version of TMNT. Like in the Batman vs TMNT movie or like the recent The Last Ronin comics. The kiddies had their chance with all these movies and shows made for them. It's time to give the more older fanbase something more dramatic and dark.
 

P: Okay, let’s have a little fun. What do you find most sexy about the turtles?

BMN: Umm, everything! What's not to love about them! Their personalities, their abilities and those muscles <3 *fans self*
 

P: Which turtle do you think would be the best leader, if not Leo?

BMN: Donnie. Not Rise of the TMNT Donnie though XD But the other Donnie's can really do the job if they puts their minds to it.
 

P: Favorite Ships?

BMN: Raph/Don and Raph/Leo
 

P: Favorite Kinks or Themes in fics/art?

BMN: Drama! Give me drama in a story and I'm sold. I love it when characters go through a difficult time, but have them later find a solution to their problems and a happy ending.
 

P: You mentioned reading a book for artist block. Are there any specific titles you've read recently that helped with artist block? Or favorite genres or recommendations? ;)


BMN: I read not only because I love it, but also because it's a great way for me to relieve stress and getting an artist block is extremely stressful, am I right? I mostly read fantasy, some sci-fi at times. The books I'm recently reading are called "Warriors". I never was a cat person, but I admit it's really fun reading about clans of feral cats, each with their own territories, laws and beliefs. These kitties are quite dangerous and wild :3 So far I've only read the first two books and I can't wait to read the rest. Oh, I also love reading/playing Visual Novels. My two favorite so far are Nekojishi and Adastra. They are sooooo awesome!!!
P: What kind of drama genre scenarios do you most enjoy in a TMNT fanfic?


BMN: The romantic type. I love a good story where the couple goes through some disagreement, a fight, a situation where their love gets tested, to later at the end reunite and have a happy ending.  
P: Do you have an opinion on the "Leo and Raph have an argument" drama? ;) Whose side would you generally take?


BMN: I wish they would stop this kind of rivalry between these two. We get to see it in every incarnation, except for ROTTMNT, this is why I loved this show. It was refreshing to see both Raph and Leo getting along so well, with just a few disagreements here and there, but no serious fighting between them. I know that Raph is there to question Leo's leadership and that in a way helps Leo be a better leader, but there's no need to keep doing this in every show or movie.
The side I would take would definitely be Leo's. I'm an organized person, I need to have a plan before I do anything or go out. Raph is too rash at times. Leo would plan first before doing anything that could endanger the life of his brothers.  
 

P: What would you like to say to the fandom in general?

BMN: I hope you enjoy your time with this fandom because there are not only tons of talented people sharing their works for your enjoyment, but this fandom is really full of awesome and friendly people. I've met so many during all these years, but I've also encountered a few toxic ones. If you do meet one, just walk away from them. Don't let them destroy your happiness inside this fandom, keep in contact with those that do make you happy. 
