It was a hot summer afternoon. Jerry (a cute, nine-year-old dragon), stood at a bus stop waiting for his friend to arrive. They met each other at school, a month ago.
Jerry was a newcomer and wanted to make friends, but was too much shy to approach other kids. Gene (a white cat boy) was willing to play with Jerry, and they soon became friends.

Jerry noticed a little puppy playing nearby, and started watching them, because Jerry really loved animals. Doing this, Jerry missed his friend showing up, so when Gene poked the dragon's shoulder, Jerry jumped in the air.

"Aaaa! Hey! Gene, don't do this again!"

"Hehe, Sorry, buddy. Have you been waiting here for me for long?", the cat boy asked.

"No.. Just half of hour... Nevermind, where we are going to go?", Jerry asked as a bus stopped near them. "You asked me to bring my swimming underwear"

Jerry was asking with hope, since he loved playing in water. His favorite games at nature always were connected to water.

"Yup! We are going to visit a pool! I decided that it?s cool to play there at hot days like these", answered Gene,

Jerry agreed, he was satisfied when he climbed up into the bus. He and Gene took seats opposite each other next to a window.

They lived in small quiet town. Jerry moved there with his family when his dad got a new job at the local radio station. It was hard for Jerry to leave his native big city, his friends---everything seemed so unnatural at first in this town. After overpopulated city streets, exteriors in this one felt almost empty. It was great Jerry had found a new friend he could hang out with.

The two spent the whole trip to the pool talking about video games and comic books. When the bus stopped and they got off, Jerry gabbed Gene's hand and pulled him towards the pool building. But Jerry then suddenly stopped and, confused, turned to the cat.

"Hehe... Ahm... where is it?" Of course Jerry did not know where it was located, but he wished to get there so much that he rushed forward before he got a chance to know the way.

"Follow me", smiled Gene at his friend's haste. "You love to swim that much? I did not know"

"I love water!", replied Jerry. "I sometimes think I was born in water to live in water"

Gene giggled, "Then you need to grow some flippers!"

They chuckled and entered the building, where the pool was. In the spacious hall, a nice friendly woman asked them their names and offered a wolf to lead them to the pool section for children.

Before they could finally get inside they changed into their swimming underwear. Jerry had blue ones (seems he always chooses that color), while Gene got himself into red ones.
The wolf also asked the boys to wash their paws before entering the pool, because many cubs in the town walk barefoot. After this they finally got into the room with high ceiling, with a quiet big round pool in the middle. It wasn't too deep there, so children who were allowed to play in the water, usually had the reach up to their waist only. There were also a few adults present: some were parents, others wore uniforms (which identified the wearers as they who'd keep the children safe, if they came without their caretakers).

One of the watchers (a cute brown bunny), came up to Jerry and Gene, introducing herself.

"Hello, little ones. My name is Mary, I am your.. Oh Gene! Hello. You brought a new friend?"

The dragon stood a little behind his cat friend and shyly smiled to the bunny.

"Yes, Miss Mary! He does not like hot weather and loves the water", Gene replied.

Miss Mary nodded and lead the boys to the pool.

"Okay, Gene, you know the rules, but your friend has to listen carefully", said Mary, kneeling to Jerry for to better look into his eyes. "What is your name, sweetheart?"

"Jerry.." the boy was blushing at the gentle treatment. He wasn't that young to be treated as a little baby, but he liked how the bunny's voice sounded. It wasn't instructive or haughty, more like caring.

"Good, Jerry. Listen. Here we are all friends to each other and friends don't hurt each other", said Miss Mary gently.
"So don't bully or hit anyone. Other children would like to play with you if you will be friendly. Do not go anywhere without first letting me know. And stay near your friend, so not to get lost accidentilly. If something happens, and you will be needing help, ask me or any adult worker here. See? We all wear the same uniform with names on it. Just ask for help and you will get it. Understood?"

The dragon boy nodded in agreement as Miss Mary patted his head gently.

"Good! Then let?s have fun!"

Together,  the trio got down into water. Mary's uniform doubled as a swimsuit, so she felt well.
Some children were playing with a beachball at the other side of the pool. Jerry was so excited to get into water, he splashed a lot (a little too much than he needed to move around). At some point, Jerry sent a wall of water at Gene, who wasn't expecting it. Gene gasped when water landed onto his face and upper body!

"Hey!", called Gene, as he splashed in counter-strike.

That only made Jerry laugh more and start sending one wave of water splashes after another at Gene. The two got too far at some point and accidentally interrupted other children play, so Jerry and Gene had to apologize.

Eventually, Jerry and Gene joined the other cubs in their game with the ball (when two kids from the teams had to leave the pool with their parents). The game was fun; Jerry and Gene enjoyed it much.

But soon Jerry approached Gene and mumbled something.

"What?", the cat asked---he could not hear his dragon friend because of other children yelling and laughing and all of the water splashing.

"I lost my...", the dragon looked very confused and lost, so Gene decided  that he needed his help.

Gene lowered his head closer to the dragon and pointed at his ear for Jerry to whisper into it.

"I have lost my undies...", Jerry muttered.

"You have what!!??", Gene stared at the dragon boy and giggled. Gene looked carefully down and saw this was true, covering his smile with hand as he continued to giggle.

Jerry grimaced, "Stop giggling! I need your help to find them!"

Jerry looked so upset, that Gene felt guilty. Gene tried to calm his friend down and patted his shoulder.

"Don't worry, let's ask Miss Mary to help?"

"NO!! I don?t want that!", groaned Jerry, crossing his arms on his chest.

"Why??? She said she is willing to help us"

"But... That is so embarassing...",  the dragon sobbed.

"Pfffff. Do you think you are the first one who lost their underwear here?"

Gene winked and turned over to find Miss Mary. Miss Mary was standing near the pool borders, watching them. When the boy turned to her and waved, she swam to them.

"Hey, what happened? Jerry looked upset? Did somebody offend him?", asked Miss Mary.

"No... Miss Mary.. Jerry you tell her!", Gene pushed the dragon with his elbow.

The dragon boy mumbled again, but then found the courage and said,

"I ...have lost my underwear somewhere in water.. Sorry."

Mary patted him and smiled, "Do not worry, little one. I will lgok and find it. You two wait near the borders. You probably have to come out frmm the water"

Jerry shook his head as he did not want to come out without underwear. Gene giggled and took his friend to the end of the pool.

"You are so shy, Jerry. Hehe.. Shy-fish", teased Gene.

"Don?t call me names!?", said Jerry flaring up.

"Okay okay, sorry. You know I am doing it to calm you down, not to offend you."

"I know... I am nervous in new places."

"Why? People here are so nice to you, but you are nervous", Gene shrugged.

Miss Mary was looking for the lost clothes for too long. The two friends finally decided to get out from the pool and sit on a deck chair nearby. Despite Jerry's worries, nobody seemed to care about his bottomlessness.

Finally, Miss Mary retrieved Jerry's undies. The dragon hurried to pull them up. The cubs thanked the bunny, before heading to the locker room to change.

Outside Jerry hugged Gene,

"Thank you. I was worried too much, you are right. People around aren't just to harm me. Nobody even laughed..."

"Of course!", Gene hugged back and they walked to the bus stop to go home. 
