Of Mare and Moon (20)
[Inside Nightmare Moon’s Pon-Evil castle…]
	“Perhaps we can put our Zecora friend to work?” suggested Nightmare Moon.
	“What did you have in mind? Just tell me what to find,” said [Zecora].
	“We can try to take the one called Applejack. After all, with her on our side, we can use her to catch even the elusive Twilight Sparkle,” answered Nightmare Moon.
	“I will catch this Applejack. Once I do, I’ll bring her back. I’ll bring a few potions just in case. It’ll be the last of her free days,” answered [Zecora].
	“Very well, now find her!” ordered Nightmare Moon. *[Zecora] heads off* [Meanwhile back in Ponyville…]
	“It’s getting’ dark out here,” said Applejack.
	“Well we did start a bit late,” stated Twilight.
	“How long until we get over there?” asked Melody.
	“At this rate, it’ll be all night,” moaned Clover.
	“It won’t take that long, I brought Owl Wishes with me,” said Twilight.
	“Ya’ll mean that owl Spike was jealous over?” asked Applejack.
	“How long ago did you get an owl?” asked Starlight.
	“A few months ago I guess and yes, this is the same owl Spike misunderstood but I think he’s gotten over that by now,” answered Twilight.
	“I thought owls are up at night,” protested Bon Bon.
	“They are, when else have you heard them?” asked Starlight.
	“During the day,” answered Bon Bon.
	“You’re right that owls only come out at night so whatever you heard must’ve only sounded like an owl, like a morning dove,” explained Bright Eyes.
	“I thought it was a little strange that an owl was up during the day but I guess I don’t know as much about birds as you do, Bright Eyes,” said Bon Bon.
	“It’s okay, Bon Bon, I kind of need to learn about birds so I can find out where they live if they’re ever in danger,” comforted Bright Eyes.
	“Sure is taking a long time to get there,” remarked Minty.
	“You sure that owl has good eyesight, Twilight?” asked Pinkie Pie.
	“Of course, owls have the best eyesight at night because they’re nocturnal,” answered Twilight.
	“It probably only feels longer because it’s dark out,” added Starlight.
	“We also ain’t exactly movin’ at a high rate of speed,” said Applejack.
	“Well it is dark out and who knows what lurks around this place at night,” said Twilight.
	“W….wh……what’s that?” stammered Bon Bon.
	“It’s got red eyes,” said Melody.
	“That’s never a good sign,” said Clover.
	“It’s coming closer,” said Starlight. 
	“It’s…..,”started Melody.
	“It’s….,” repeated Bon Bon.
	“What is it?” asked Patch.
	“COCKATRICE, RUN!” yelled Twilight running away with the others following. *The cockatrice follows after them*
	“What’s a cockatrice?” asked Patch.
	“It’s got a head of a chicken and the body of a snake. Look it in the eyes and you turn to stone,” answered Twilight.
	“It’s chasing us!” wailed Bon Bon.
	“How do we beat it, Twilight?” asked Starlight.
	“I don’t know, I was turned to stone by it, I must not have seen it coming,” replied Twilight.
	“Then we might as well get used to being stone statues,” said Clover.
	“This is totally awesome!” said Patch.
	“She’s kiddin’ right? Last I checked, there ain’t nothin’ awesome ‘bout this,” said Applejack.
	“If only there was a way to beat this thing but I have no idea and we can’t beat Nightmare Moon as stone statues!” thought Twilight.
To be continued…
