Judy awoke with a thumb in her mouth when her alarm clock rang. Had she been sleeping in a fetal position? It seemed so. She pulled it out of her mouth and stretched herself. Something cold touched her butt and she winced startled. It took a moment for her to realize that the coldness came from the brown and very full diaper that was still taped around her waist. Disgusted, she stood up from the floor she slept on, switched off the alarm and waddled into the bathroom for a good cleaning. The contents of the diaper sloshed with every step she took.

~

The smell hit her when the freshly showered bunny came back into the room. Overnight her nose had time to get used to the smell, but now that she cleaned herself from it, the stench almost knocked her over. 

With a hand in front of her mouth and covering her nose she opened the window of her room and breathed in the fresh morning air. There she stood, completely naked and just enjoying the cool wind as it dried her wet fur. She had an hour left before she needed to go to work. Her tummy rumbled and Judy knew she needed something to eat. But she didn't want to eat anything. Because she knew exactly what would happen if she ate something before Mirko was in handcuffs. He would use the trigger words against her so that he could escape while she would helplessly soil her diaper. But she wasn't dumb. She wanted to be prepared even if that meant no breakfast for her.

Instead she switched on her TV to watch the morning news.

“... shocked to hear that Dawn Bellwether has escaped prison. Her jail cell has been found empty in the early morning hours. The police is searching for the criminal sheep that caused the so-called “Night howler incident” four weeks ago, when drugged predators turned into wild beasts and attacked other animals in Zootopia. She was arrested by officer Judy Hopps and her partner Nick Wilde. Now that she is free, will she plan her revenge on them?”, the news speaker asked.

“I think, she already has.”, Judy grumbled as she got a tube of cream out of the diaper bag and began to distribute a small amount of it between her butt cheeks. They felt sore and Judy didn't want to get a diaper rash. The cream was there to prevent that. 

With a relieved sigh, she closed the tube again. The cream helped her to feel better. The pain she felt before faded slowly and so she pulled out another diaper from her bag and put it on. She didn't plan to use it today, but better safe than sorry, she thought. And she also liked the feeling of the padding.

The news on her TV showed an officer Judy knew. It was Brightclaw, a huge white tigress. “We don't know how she could escape. The lock was intact and there is nothing suspicious to see on the cameras. It's a mystery.”, she told the curious press journalists. “But we from the the ZPD can assure you, we do everything we can to find her and get her back to jail.”

After the short interview, other news came on. 

Judy didn't listen to them. The crinkling of her diaper drowned most of the sound, when she put on her uniform.

She still had time when she switched off the TV, but she didn't care. She wanted to catch Mirko as soon as possible. 

~

Only the officers from the night shift were at the ZPD when Judy arrived. She greeted them before going to her work place, a small cubicle with a desk, a computer and a chair. 

Planning on doing some research on snakes in Zootopia she started the computer and sat down on the chair. Her thick padding acted like a seat cushion and lifted her a bit higher on the chair. It was quite comfortable to have a warm pillow around around her butt the whole time.  

Judy zoogled for nearly half an hour but all she found was that snakes haven't been seen in Zootopia for quite a long time. Everywhere it said the same. Snakes, big and small, lived in the deep undiscovered parts of the Rainforest District. Judy found pictures, photos of those snakes, others showed wounds from venomous snake bites and others again were just drawn pictures of snake attack survivors.

Then she found something else in the files of the police. A video recording titled “Case #RD076S – Witness Mirko Sly”.

She opened the video and was shocked when she recognized Mirko's face. He was younger, maybe five or six years ago, but it was him, without question. 

“What happened in the jungle?”, a voice from the off asked.

“The expedition I led was attacked at night. Those voracious creatures entered our camp while everyone was asleep and devoured half of the expedition team, before we even noticed that we were under attack.”, Mirko told with a sad tone in his voice.

“And what did you do, when you noticed?”, the interrogator asked.

“We ran for our lives.”, Mirko answered.

“You did not try to save the others?”

“We could barely see anything. The only thing we heard was the hissing of the snakes that surrounded our camp and the muffled screams of those, who were already caught by them. Of course I tried to save some of the others, but they didn't run fast enough. One after another the snakes that blocked our path decimated our remaining group. Only I was able to escape.”

“I understand. You may go home now. But please be stand by for further interrogations to this case.”

“Of course.”, Mirko nodded.

The video stopped. 

“Whatcha doin', carrots?”, Nick's voice came from behind Judy, as he entered her workplace.

“I was searching for cases that involved snake attacks. I think, I might've been hypnotized again tonight.”, she sighed.

“Are you sure?”, he asked, as he turned her swivel chair around. With a concerned look he examined her face, as if he wanted to find evidences of a hypnosis in it.

“I had a nightmare of Kaa. But I think it wasn't just a nightmare. When I woke up, there was this message in my room.”, she said and searched her pocket for the little note that Kaa left her. She handed it over and Nick unfolded it.

He read it silently.

“In your nightmare, Kaa ate you?”, he asked.

Judy nodded. “I think he was there when I went to bed and hypnotized me into this dream. When I woke up, this note was lying on the ground. He must've been in my room, the window was open and I can't remember opening it.”

“Do you still want to search for him?”, Nick put a paw on her shoulder.

“Of course I do!”, Judy said firmly. 

“Then let's arrest Mirko and force him to lead us to Kaa.”, Nick said.

~

They arrived at the Mystic Spring Oasis as it just opened without an incident. Judy's plan seemed to work. Her bowels were completely empty and she even allowed Nick to test it, by saying all three of the trigger words. He hesitated at first, but when he did, nothing happened. Judy's diaper stayed clean and that made her a little proud.

Nick and Judy waited in the entry area for Mirko to arrive for his daily sunbath. Yax gave them magazines to hide behind and most importantly, for killing time. And so they just sat there, waiting for the mongoose.

After a while, Nick stood up and went to the restroom. “Nature is calling.”, he excused himself. 

Judy shrugged and appreciated the fact that she wore her toilet. She wouldn't miss it, when Mirko was coming in, even if she had to take a potty break right now.

Two minutes later, Nick came back into the entrance hall. In the exact same moment, a certain mongoose opened the door. 

Judy saw him. And he saw Nick. In his police uniform. Of course he remembered him from the interrogation a few days ago. And Mirko wasn't dumb. He knew exactly, why Nick was here. For a moment, he froze right where he entered, looking around the room and spotted Judy, who was about to jump from her seat. “Shit!”, he exclaimed, then he turned tail and ran.

“Don't let him get away!”, Judy commanded, while running after the mongoose. Baffled, Nick stood there for a second longer, before he broke into a sprint, too.

He saw Mirko running around a corner, the second he left the Mystic Spring Oasis. Judy was already sitting in the police car and fastened her seatbelt. “Hurry!”, she shouted.

Moments later, Nick started the car and followed the fugitive mongoose. 

When the car turned around the corner, they saw Mirko climbing up the wall in the dead end he ran in. He looked over his shoulder, grinned at them and then jumped over the edge. And was gone.

“We lost him...”, Judy mumbled. “How could we lose him?”

“Don't worry, carrots. I know where this dead end leads to.”, Nick said and turned the car around. He drove as fast as he could and two minutes later they were on the other side of the wall. 

They couldn't spot Mirko.

“Fine... we lost him.”, Nick admitted. 

“Wait a second.”, Judy squinted. “Is that him? In the car over there?”

Nick's eyes followed her outstretched paw. There was indeed a mongoose in a small car. But he drove quite slow. It didn't seem like he was in a hurry. 

“Let's find out.”, he said and drove closer.

Mirko's car sped up.

“It's him!”, Judy cheered. 

Mirko stepped on the gas even more and turned his car into the Sarah-Jessica-Barker-Street, named after the famous wolf actress who played a leading part in some of Judy's favorite movies.

Nick turned on the siren of his car and followed him.

They left Sahara Square, and Nick had problems with keeping up. His car was a lot bigger than Mirko's and so he couldn't just drive below cars, something that Mirko was constantly doing to keep a good distance between him and his followers.

Nick dodged a big car that Mirko had no problem with driving underneath.

“This is annoying.”, he grumbled.

“Don't give up! We're getting closer!”, Judy said. It wasn't true, though. The whole time they followed him, they had the same distance to his car.

“No, carrots... he is playing with us. Mocking us. Look at him. He's driving slower again!”, Nick sighed. 

“I swear to Gazelle, when I get him, I will shoot him with my tranquilizer darts.”, Judy crossed her arms. “And not just one. I will shoot him often enough that he loses his bowel control, too.”

“Keep calm, carrots. He still needs to get us to Kaa so that your hypnosis can be undone.”, Nick gave her an apprehensive look.

“I know... I'm just fantasizing aloud.”, she sighed. “He is making me angry.”

“Me too. For doing this to you. But soon this nightmare will be over. Then you can be-”

“CAR!”, Judy shouted and Nick dodged it.

“Okay. Small talk is over. Time to get this mongoose of the street!”, he growled.

~

The chase led them through downtown and to the border of the Rainforest District. The deep jungle looked menacing and impenetrable. Mirko had parked his car in front of a toppled tree. The paw prints on the ground showed that he climbed up that tree and went deeper into the jungle.

Nick parked the car and Judy jumped out of it, the loaded tranquilizer gun in her belt.

Together they followed the visible paw prints on the ground, deeper into the jungle. 

The morning sun didn't have a chance against the dense leaf canopy and with every step they made, it was getting darker. Even the birds had stopped singing in this part of the jungle. 

With their flashlights out, Nick and Judy followed the paw prints.

They entered a glade, were Mirko was standing, visibly exhausted, his paws on his knees and gasping. Shutting of her flashlight, Judy came closer to him, pulling her tranquilizer gun. “Mirko Sly, you are under arrest!”, she aimed at him.

Mirko turned around, still inhaling deeply, but with a big smile on his face. “Is that so, baby bunny?”

“Was that worth it?”, Nick asked. “All that running and chasing and now we got you because your stamina is getting low?”

“You didn't chase me. I led you here. This is were it all started.”, he said.

“Would you please just raise your paws over your head and be quiet?”, Judy asked. 

“Is the stinky baby bunny fussy?”, he used one of the trigger words.

A loud growling came from Judy's tummy but nothing else happened. “Your stupid trigger words don't work anymore. I haven't eaten anything today! Now raise your paws, or I'm gonna shoot you and drag your body through the mud!”

“I see... well played, Officer Hopps...”, he slowly raised his paws.

“And now you're gonna lead us to that stupid snake that is responsible for my partner's condition!”, Nick ordered.

“I already did that. Like I said before, I led you here. This is, where my expeditions always end. At least for those I take on the expeditions.”, he laughed. 

There was movement in the trees around them. 

Judy's eyes got bigger as she understood what that meant. “You weren't attacked by the snakes... you were feeding them willingly. By luring unknowing tourists into their certain death.”

“Just as I did with you now.”, Mirko grinned.

A dull slap came from behind them, as a huge snake landed on the ground. The hissing of other snakes came from the trees around them, as they peeled out between the branches. They were about the same size as Kaa, some of them even bigger. And all of them looked with hungry eyes at the fox and the bunny.

Mirko was still laughing. “It's feeding time.”

To be continued...
