Chapter III
A few weeks were gone since the new year started on the academy. Most fresh students got a long with the rules and daily stuff, and got into their new living schedule. The teachers started with more difficult lectures, and all cubs and teens has to learn to active participate at the day. 

It was especially hard for the little bunny boy to get into sword fighting. He was here to become a mage, not a soldier! Yet, their teacher told them every day they have to train, its important to not rely only on one thing in battle. If you ever run out of magic, you're lost, she said.

“Dodge it, not staring!”, he heard the voice of his partner, and tried to dodge his attack. He was too slow, and the training-sword hit him on the shoulder. He felt a bit pain rushing through it, hissing a bit.

“T-That was... I was thinking!”, he exclaimed, rubbing his shoulder. Alexander let out a loud sigh and let his sword drop.
“Stop thinking when we train, Nathan. In a proper battle, your enemies won't spare you either.”, he scolded the cub. The bunny was looking away, and Alexander let out a audible sigh.

“Look, I just... don't want you to get hurt. I'm your partner, and since you're the mage I need to protect you in a fight, but, there's never a rule for the enemies to spare you as long as I stand. If they have a archer, he could shoot you, and I would be unable to do anything. You got that?” Nathan was standing there, just silent for a  few seconds. Then he grabbed his sword a bit harder.

“Ok, I will try to focus more now!”, he mumbled back and get into position. The wolf teen showed a small sign of a smile, before he himself got ready.

Their training lasted for another 30 minutes, and panting and sweaty, the head to the lockers, together with Max and Ray. The cat and the lion got really good friends in the last weeks, and Ray helped Max, but Nathan too, when they needed it.

Alexander was still not comfortable at all with the idea of a partner, but he promised his best friend to look out for the bunny. They even talked a bit before bed, about their likings. Well, it was most Nathan talking, cause the bunny seems to be very excited about magic, and his year here.

After a refreshing shower, they gather together in the wolfs and bunnys room. Max and Nathan were sitting on the youngest member of their little groups bed, and Ray was beside Alexander, nuzzling him.
“Awww, get a room!”, Max teases them, and Ray laughed.
“We are in a room!”, the lion answered, and both felines giggled.

“Please, can we discuss our mission for tomorrow?”, the white wolf said with a light growl, looking to Nathan, who agreed.
“Yeah, Max, come on! Its our first mission, and I wanna be prepared!”, he said, looking his best friend in the eyes.
“Awww, it will be fine! What is it anyway what we will do?”, he asked, totally clueless about it. It was the bunnys turn to sigh.

“We will be out like a field trip, survival training I think our teacher called it. Two teams together has to go to a place that is at least a halfday journey. And then there will be monsters, but also some teachers around, hiding and taking care, but only help when its REALLY needed! So, I wanna be prepared!”

“At least one is listening.”, Alexander said, and Nathans little bunny tail wags happily about the appraise from his partner.

“So, I will clear one thing in front.”, the wolf spoke. “We maybe a team, but you cubs look out for yourselves first. Its a training, at all. We're traveling together, but you prepare yourself, you search your own stuff on the journey. We may spend the nights together, and we will never really be separated by far, just don't expect us to do all the work.”
“What? But you're older and knights!”, the cat said, pouting. “And you're our partners! We don't know anything yet about all that!”

“Hey, calm down, Max.”, Ray said with a smile and looked to him. “We're here for you two, just you need to get some experience yourself, ok? We would never let you get hurt or anything.”

“Fine... but that will make us just stronger then you, right, Nathan!”, he exclaimed with a grin, and the bunny boy shyly nods.

“I hope so, I want you to be a strong mage.”, Alexander said, looking right at his bunny partner. “We're stuck for this year, and I don't wanna hear someone say my partner is a weakling.”

“I will try and give my best, Alexander.”, he said, trying to sound as confident as possible. 

“Ok. I know you can do that. Lets pack our stuff, we're leaving very early tomorrow.”, the wolf said, and stood up. Ray told Max to do it two, and after they said goodbye, the bunny still sat there, watching the wolf searching for stuff. Even though the teen didn't want them to get closer, he felt that at least some kind of barrier between them is gone. He was talking to him more often, even if it was just small things, but he didn't felt that uncomfortable anymore around him.
“Will you just sit there and stare at me, Nathan?”, the wolf brought him back from his thoughts.

“No! Sorry, I was just...”

“Thinking, right? You do that a lot lately. I mean, its your right to do, just care, ok? I'm not always there to protect you.” He put some stuff in a bag, and turned around to the cub. “You know, I..  urgh! Just stay on guard when were out, ok?”

“Y-yeah, I will. Thank you, Alexander.”
“And call me Alex. My full name sounds stupid when you say it as my partner.” He sounded a bit annoyed, but Nathan didn't want to push it any further.
“Alright, Alex. So, should I pack some clothes, in case for weather changes?”, he asked, trying to change the subject

“Hey, you're still awake?”, Max asked the bunny, and he nod silently in the dark tent. He turns around, barely can make out his friend in the night.

“Yeah, somethings wrong?”, he asked, a bit sleepy

“No, I just wanted to ask you something! Well...” his whispers got a bit more quiet, and he leans over to put his muzzle at his friends ear.

“I saw you checking out Alexander before and getting a boner! Are you falling for him?” he says and giggles a bit. 
