UNEXPECTTRACTION

Chapter 8

The painful truth and a joyful reunion.

Written by James Rex

The days went by, Tay showed a great capacity to learn new things very easily, he almost mastered Spanish although he still had trouble identifying and pronouncing some words, but playing the guitar, he seemed to have been born with that talent.

When Katherine and David went to school Tay stayed at home with Carmen and helped her with her paintings and sculptures, He was amazed to see the beautiful landscapes and the Aztec, Mayan and Inca sculptures that she molded with clay, on two occasions Gonzalo took him to the workshop and he tried to help as much as he could but mechanics was not his thing, even so he understood how to disassemble some parts of the cars. Time flew by, it was Saturday and Gonzalo went out with Tay and David to buy some spare parts he needed for his mower and some other things that Carmen had asked him for, the two boys were singing and laughing in Gonzalo's pickup truck, when they arrived at the store the three of them got out of the pickup and looked for the things they needed to buy, after buying everything they needed Gonzalo asked Tay to help him carry what they had bought to the pickup while he stayed to buy some candy for David.

Before getting into the pickup Tay saw a sign on the wall that caught his attention, it was a poster of a missing person and it had his picture on it, he felt as if a hand was squeezing his heart and he could hardly hold back the tears, when he saw David leaving the store with his candy Tay quickly ripped off the sign and put it in his pocket, he ran to the pickup and climbed into the trunk to leave the things.

David approached Tay to give him a piece of candy and he received it trying to force a smile.

David: What's wrong Tay? Why are you sad.

Tay: Nothing, it's nothing, I just sprained my hand on the way up.

David: It hurts a lot?, you should be more careful (he smiles tenderly).

Tay felt a little better to see him, when Gonzalo arrived with the last purchases he checked Tay's hand after David told him what happened, then he took him out of the trunk carrying him.

The three of them got into the pickup and started their way back home, David was talking to his dad about the things he did yesterday at school and Tay was playing with the candy in his mouth while he was looking out the window, the worries he had already forgotten started to invade him again and this time he felt a great sadness in his heart after seeing the missing person's sign.

Tay: "They were looking for me"

Tay: "They really cared about me".

Tay: "Now I feel really bad that I abandoned them."

Tay: "What do I do?"

Tay: "If this ad was there, I'm sure there will be more in other places".

Tay: "Sooner or later they will find out the truth."

Tay began to feel anxiety, despair, sadness and guilt.

But before falling into a possible madness he looked at the beautiful orange sky of the afternoon and remembered the promise he made when he arrived with his new family, that filled him with courage and managed to keep his sanity. 

Tay: "Today is the day, no matter what happens I will not break my promise".

Tay: "It's time to tell them the truth".

Back at the house, Katherine was waiting for her dad and her two brothers to return as she squashed her wet nose on the glass, she looked at the beautiful reddish orange color of the sky, it was like one of the pictures her mom once painted.

Katherine: It's very beautiful.

She said before opening the window to let in some air but her cell phone rang and vibrated on the table, she got down from the table and sat on the chair, she unlocked her cell phone and saw that it was a notification from her group of friends when she touched it she started to read it, it was the announcement of a missing child, when she touched the image to see it her eyes got bigger and she put her hand on her mouth.
Gonzalo's pickup truck rattled and the sound of the engine could be heard through the lonely streets of the neighborhood, Tay was a little depressed and scared, he was still thinking about how to tell them the whole truth, it was eating his soul not being able to know how they would react, if they would forgive him or throw him out of the house as the abuser he thought he was, soon the houses of the neighbors he already knew began to appear, the minutes seemed like hours and he felt a great pressure in his chest.

When they arrived Tay tried to pretend to be cheerful while he helped to put the things in the garage and take the rest of the things inside the house, when they entered Carmen welcomed them giving them a kiss to the three of them, then she took the things Tay had and took them to the kitchen, Tay sat in the living room thinking about the moment to tell them but Katherine appeared and sat next to him, Tay looked at her and saw clearly that something was bothering her and that made her sad, despite having a rebellious and braggart character she was not very good at hiding her emotions, she was like an open window.

Tay: What's wrong, why that long face? (He tried to hide his own sadness)

Katherine: Nothing, it's just that ....

Katherine: I need you to answer me something honestly.

Those words fell on Tay like cold water.

Tay: "She knows, but how did she find out?"

Tay: "I have to end this, I can only trust God now."

He takes a deep breath and looks Katherine in the eyes.

Tay: Okay, I'll tell them the truth, but I need everyone to get together.

Katherine nodded her head and gently took Tay's paw and they both went to the kitchen where their parents were then they all went to the living room and sat on the couch, Tay tried to gather his thoughts and letting out a long sigh he started to tell them as detailed as possible what happened before he ran away from home.

Carmen, Gonzalo and Katherine listened carefully to Tay without interrupting him, and at the end when he finished his story, Tay collapsed falling to his knees on the floor without being able to hold back his tears, he was crying uncontrollably.

Tay: I AM A MONSTER, I DON'T DESERVE ANYONE'S LOVE.

Tay: SOMEONE LIKE ME DESERVES TO GO TO JAIL AND LIVE ALONE.

Tay: IF THEY HATE ME NOW I WILL UNDERSTAND, I DESERVE IT AFTER ALL.

Carmen comforted Katherine who had also started to cry, Gonzalo was serious sitting on the sofa until he got up and stood in front of him, Tay looked at his face for a few seconds and lowered his head with his eyes full of tears.

Gonzalo knelt down and hugged Tay giving him comfort.

Gonzalo: Calm down my son, we are not angry with you.

Gonzalo: You are not a monster, you are not a rapist.

Katherine: Of course you are not, silly, you have always respected me and my privacy, you were never a pervert.

Carmen: And your real family still loves you, that's why they are looking for you.

Gonzalo gently lifted Tay's face and looked into Tay's emerald green eyes and dried her tears carefully.

Gonzalo: It really hurts us a lot to have to separate but you have to go back to them.

Carmen: They must be very worried about you.

Tay: But they didn't want me by their side, that's why they wanted to send me to Australia.

Carmen: She only acted out of love for you, a mother's love is so powerful that it makes us do crazy things without realizing the collateral damage we could cause.

Gonzalo: They have already suffered for you for a long time, you have to go back, you have to apologize and ask for their forgiveness.

Tay: But what if they still want to send me to Australia? I don't want to be alone again.

That thought only generated more worry in Tay's mind.

Tay: What if they see me?

Tay: They will be mad at me for running away from home and making them worry.

Tay: I don't think I can look them in the face after having made them suffer so much.

Gonzalo interrupts Tay by putting a hand on his shoulder.

Gonzalo: Taylor, please listen to me, you are not a coward, you just showed me that you are very brave, telling the truth without knowing what would happen is something that only a brave and sincere person would do.

Gonzalo: You are very brave, honest and with a big heart just like Carmen my wife, I have always been watching you, you never took advantage of Katherine or David, on the contrary you were always with them helping them, taking care of them and worrying about them as any older brother would do, that shows that you are not a bad person.

Tears start to come out of his eyes and he stares at Tay.

Gonzalo: And you don't know how proud I am of you (Gonzalo hugs Tay in a very affectionate way).

Gonzalo's words entered his heart, his real family was looking for him, they really don't hate him, they are suffering because of a misunderstanding, he had to come back, he had to see them, he really needed to but he is still going to miss his second family but for some reason he knew everything was going to be ok.

Gonzalo carefully pulls Tay aside and looks at his wife.

Gonzalo: What time is it love?

Carmen: It's 5:30 pm.

Gonzalo: Where did you come from son?

Tay: Tavindale (He said wiping his tears and nose).

Carmen: God, that's on the other side of town, did you really come from far away sweetheart?

Tay: Yes, I never thought I would get this far.

Gonzalo: Well, if we hurry we will be there before 8:20 pm.

Gonzalo: Go put your things away and put on warm clothes.

Tay went upstairs to get his things, he took his backpack and looked for his clothes, after putting them in the backpack he noticed that he was missing some clothes, when he was about to leave Katherine came into the room, she was bringing her missing clothes.

Katherine put Tay's clothes on the bed and they both looked at each other for a few seconds.

Tay: I thank you for being so good to me and being there for me, your presence filled the emptiness I felt for Izzi.

Katherine: And I thank you for being the best big brother I ever had, from the first time I saw you I knew you were different from the other kids that always bother me.

Tay and Katherine hugged each other with their eyes full of tears, seconds later they broke the hug and looked each other in the face, they both blushed and started to slowly bring their faces closer, but at that moment they were interrupted by the little German shepherd.

David: Are you really going to leave brother? (he looked at Tay sadly).

Tay: I have to, I hope you understand please, my family is looking for me.

David: But I don't want you to go (he starts to cry).

Tay: Please don't cry because you are going to make me cry too and I don't want to see you cry.

David looked at Tay, then walked over to his toy box and pulled out a little green soldier with a rifle in it and handed it to Tay. 

David: It's my favorite and I want you to have it.

David hugged Tay and started crying again.

David: Please take care of yourself, and remember you will always be my big brother.

Tay hugged David and couldn't help crying too.

Tay: Whatever happens I promise we will see each other again.

David: You promise?

Tay: I promise you with my heart in my hand, little brother (he said while hugging him tightly).

Katherine joined the hug forming a very touching scene when Carmen went to pick Tay up and saw them and she hugged them too.

Carmen took Tay's paw and led him to the entrance of the house, the two brothers followed them closely, when they arrived at the door Gonzalo was already waiting for them, he was wearing a black jacket, a white t-shirt, a dark blue jean and brown hiking boots.

Gonzalo: Are you ready, son?

Tay: And if they get mad at me and if they yell at me again or want to punish me? (Tay's voice trembled).

Gonzalo looked at his wife for a few minutes and they both smiled.

Gonzalo: You will not be alone, we will all accompany you and help you if anything you say happens.

Katherine, David: Are you serious dad?

Gonzalo: Yes, so go upstairs and put on warm clothes.

Gonzalo: And don't take too long.

Both children ran upstairs and Carmen came after them, after a while they came down, David had a light blue winter jacket with hood and black pants, Katherine also had a winter jacket with hood but it was green and pink pants, Carmen also came down wearing an elegant dark brown coat with plush collar and sleeves and dark gray pants.

Tay was dressed the same as the day he ran away from home, with his gray sweatshirt, black pants and white sneakers.

Carmen: Are you sure nothing will happen while we're gone, honey?

Gonzalo: Nothing will happen, you can ask the neighbor to keep an eye on our house while we are gone and to be safe we will leave some lights and the TV on.

Carmen: Ok love (she gives him a kiss).

They all left the house while Gonzalo closed the garage after taking the pickup out, Carmen went to talk to the neighbor across the street and a few minutes later they all got in the pickup to start the trip to Tavindale. It was a while before Tay recognized that Cathedral he was hiding in that day, it looked even more beautiful at night, decorated with lights everywhere.

Tay: (he looks at the beautiful Cathedral with a sigh) "Thank you for everything".

After half an hour, Tay could see the hot dog stand of that shiba inu he met, but now it was closed. Tay still thanked him for the great gesture of kindness he gave her that day.

All the places Tay saw seemed familiar, after a long while David snuggled next to Katherine and then they both fell asleep, then Tay also snuggled next to them and fell asleep, two hours passed and Carmen's voice woke them up.

Carmen: Taylor, wake up sweetheart.

Tay: (he yawns) What's going on?

Carmen: We arrived in Tavindale.

The pickup was parked near the monorail stop, Tay looked through the window and recognized the place where they were, he felt a happiness mixed with fear.

Gonzalo: So, where are we going son?

Tay: Go straight down this street, then I will tell you which way to go.

Gonzalo started the pickup and they drove down several streets until Tay could finally see Becky's house, he was very happy to be back but he was still scared about what would happen next.

Meanwhile Becky was sitting at her desk doing her homework and she could hear the sound of a car outside, she got up and looked out the window, a dark blue four door all terrain pick-up truck with the trunk covered by a black tarp passed in front of her house, it seemed strange to her because her neighbors' cars were compact models and others without an open trunk, Becky stared at that pickup and felt a sense of joy, it was as if something in that pickup made her happy and she didn't know why, the pickup turned and disappeared on the other street, Becky walked to her bed and sat on it trying to put her thoughts in order.

Gonzalo turned left and finally they arrived at the McIntosh's house, he parked the pickup in front of the house, after turning off the engine they all got out and walked to the main entrance, Tay looked at the garden of his house, it was neglected and the leaves had not been picked up for a long time, when they were in front of the door Tay felt a knot in the pit of his stomach, he wanted to run and not be there but Carmen hugged him making him feel safe.

Gonzalo started to knock on the door and when he realized that it had a bell he pressed it, nobody answered for a long time, Gonzalo insisted once more and finally he could hear some footsteps approaching the door, the lock rattled and the door opened.

Jason: If you are from the electric company, I ask you to wait a few more days, I will pay that stupid bill.

Gonzalo: Good evening my friend, you are mistaken, I am not from the electric company.

Jason: If you are not, then leave, I am not in the mood to give directions (his voice sounded grumpy).

Jason was about to close the door but Gonzalo blocked it with his foot.

Gonzalo: Please listen to me, you must be Jason, right?

Gonzalo: I know you are going through a difficult time but I came to give you back the happiness you lost.

Jason opened the door a little more and peeking out his snout, the dingo saw the big German shepherd standing in front of him, Gonzalo could see the dingo's face, it looked very bad, he had dark circles under his eyes and his eyes were very red and swollen.

Jason: What do you mean? I have never seen you here before, who are you?

Gonzalo: My name is Gonzalo and I brought you someone.

The German shepherd stepped aside so that the dingo could see a small dingo in the arms of a golden retriever.

When Jason saw them he opened the door wide, he looked really bad, he hadn't groomed himself in a long time, he was all unkempt and was only wearing his striped pajamas and robe, Jason walked slowly. Tay looked at his dad's face and noticed that he had been crying, then Tay froze when his dad stood in front of him, he didn't know what to do or what to say.

Jason: Taylor?

Jason: Is that really you, son?

Tay: Yes dad.

Jason fell to his knees unable to hold back the tears then opened his arms trying to smile. Tay felt a strong urge to jump into his arms but before he did he heard Carmen whisper in his ear.

Carmen: "Go to your daddy honey."

Tay finally went over and hugged Jason with all his strength, they both started to cry, but it wasn't a cry of pain, it was a cry of joy.

After a few minutes a dingo appeared, her appearance was the same as her husband's but she looked more overwhelmed by all the time she spent crying, when she saw the scene Brenda recognized her son without hesitation in her husband's arms.

Brenda: TAYLOR!!!.

Tay: Mom.

Jason broke the hug and let his son go to his mother, Brenda started crying and hugged Tay giving him kisses all over his face.

Brenda: Please forgive me for being so hard on you.

Brenda: I should have listened to you, but I let fear and anger get the worst of me.

Tay: No mom, I am the one who should ask for your forgiveness, it was all my fault for not being honest and not fixing it in time.

Tay: I missed you so much mom (He hugs his mom tightly).

Brenda: Why did you leave, why did you do it? (She crying uncontrollably).

Tay: I thought they hated me, that they didn't love me anymore and that's why they were going to send me to Australia.

Brenda: No love, I would never be able to hate you, you and your sister are part of my life and without you I wouldn't know what to do.

As the two embraced a soft voice could be heard from inside the house, Tay raised his ears and looked over his mother's shoulder, the little dingo appeared in the doorway, she was looking at the floor and her tears were trapped in the lenses of her glasses, Tay looked at Izzi for a moment and pulling away from his mother he looked at her face, Brenda smiled and nodded her head, she knew that her daughter had also suffered for her brother, they were inseparable after all and there was no reason to avoid their joyful reunion.

Tay smiled at his mom and walked over to where his sister was almost running. Everyone looked at the twins.

Tay: Izzi?

Izzi: I know you must be very angry with me and I understand.

Izzi: I was very foolish to let myself be dominated by anger and disappointment, because of that I made you suffer a lot.

Izzi: If you hate me I will accept it, I only ask you to let me hug you for the last time, it's the only thing I want right now (She could no longer contain herself and burst into tears).

Tay approached his sister and lifted her face gently then looked into his sister's green eyes and smiled holding back tears.

Tay: You don't have to apologize, I was the one who started it all, because of my stupidity, my old self.

Izzi: But me too......

Tay interrupts her.

Tay: This time I do ask you to please let me speak and listen to me.

Izzi nodded her head and took off her glasses to wipe her tears.

Tay: It was my mistake not to tell you before but I didn't know how to tell you, I didn't want to hurt your feelings or see you sad.

Tay: I wanted to show you that I am different now but in spite of everything you still considered me as that idiot brother you always had.

Tay: That day I tried to talk to you to be like before.

Tay: As brothers and nothing else, but I never thought you would react that way.

Izzi: Really I did ......

Tay: That day I felt betrayed, but now I just want one thing, it's the only wish I have.

Tay: I want to get my family back, I want us to be happy like before.

Tay: I want my sister back, that sweet girl who always cared about me and put up with my bullshit.

Tay looks Izzi in the eyes and puts his hands on her shoulders.

Tay: I don't want a girlfriend, what I want is my SISTER back, I want us to be siblings again like we were before that stupid prank.

Tay's words made their way to her heart, he had never spoken to her in such a mature way, she finally understood that her brother is not the same as before, now he is much better, like a dream come true, it was clear that because of that silly crush almost ruined their lives, so she kept those memories in the deepest part of her mind.

Now she also had the only desire to get her silly brother back.

Izzi: Yes, I want my brother back too, you are the other half of my life.

They both hugged each other tightly and cried with happiness, Jason and Brenda joined the embrace, the storm was finally over, the sun was starting to shine in their lives and their family ties were strengthened to have a beautiful future, the Morales were looking at that touching scene, Carmen cried with happiness to see them and Gonzalo although he showed his serious face he also cried inside, the two siblings were very happy, Tay's family was the same as theirs because they all loved each other, after about 3 minutes Jason stood up and looked at the Morales, his gratitude was so great that he did not know how to return the favor.

Jason: Not even all the money in the country would be enough to thank them.

Gonzalo: You are wrong my friend, happiness cannot be bought, it can be obtained in every possible way.

Gonzalo: It is something that is given even in a disinterested way to other people.

Carmen: For us there is no better payment than to see them together and happy.

Brenda: I will be eternally grateful.

Carmen: I know that now everything will be fine, I am glad to see that you love each other so much, it really hurts me to see Taylor have to leave.

Carmen: In the short time he was with us he earned a place in our hearts.

Gonzalo: Taylor is a great guy, he is intelligent and very brave.

Gonzalo: And he would give anything to make others happy.

Brenda: Do you really believe that?

Carmen: Taylor tried to explain to us what happened to him and I also find it hard to believe that someone would change like that.

Gonzalo: We never knew that clumsy and rude Taylor, but we did know the Taylor that I now consider my son.

Brenda and Jason looked at the other couple, then looked at themselves.

Jason: We would like to get to know you more, if you came to consider Taylor as your son then ....

Tay: They are now my second family, dad (He flashed a big smile).

Jason: Then why don't we go inside to talk, we really want to know how you found Taylor, what you do and where you come from because I get the impression that you are not from this country.

Gonzalo: It will be a pleasure, I also want to meet the family of this great boy.

Gonzalo: Before I forget, is it okay if I leave my truck here?

Jason: You can park your pickup next to my car.

Gonzalo: Thanks, I'll be right there.

After Gonzalo parked his pickup they all went into the house, but when they entered they saw that the living room was very messy, there were newspapers and wanted posters everywhere, the kitchen was full of boxes and tubs of fast food, dishes filled the sink and some unsorted shopping bags, in short, the house reflected the carelessness that the McIntosh's showed.

Brenda: (blushes) I really apologize for the big mess, we were so worried about finding Taylor and then the sadness took our spirits away.

Carmen: (laughs) It's nothing, seeing this mess reminded me of my wedding party.

Gonzalo: It was a great party and in the end everything ended up upside down, when dawn came we found something similar in our old house, some of my friends were even sleeping on the floor after having finished two dozen beers.

Gonzalo: And I will never forget the scare your brother gave you in the kitchen (He starts laughing).

Carmen: Honey, don't tell them that (she blushes holding back the urge to laugh).

Jason: What happened? (Brenda elbows him in the ribs)

Jason looks at his wife and smiles scratching his head, then looks at Gonzalo, he just smiled and continued talking.

Gonzalo: That night after the party my very drunk brother-in-law found my wife's bikini in the bathroom and put it on, then he put on a wooden Aztec mask that we had on the walls.

Gonzalo: After they recorded him clowning around he ended up sleeping in the kitchen.

Gonzalo: In the morning Carmen was so focused on tidying up the kitchen that when she found him she got the shock of her life.

Gonzalo: When she saw him almost naked and with that mask she came out of the kitchen screaming (He starts to laugh).

Carmen: I didn't imagine finding a big mass of blond hair with an Aztec warrior mask, I thought it was a ghost or something like that (She said laughing).

The four of them laughed, then Brenda asked them if they had already eaten something and Carmen said no, then they both went to the kitchen to prepare dinner.

In the kitchen Brenda chopped the vegetables and Carmen fried the meat. The two girls helped by washing the dishes together, Izzi soaping them while Katherine rinsed them and put them in the dryer.

Jason and Gonzalo picked up the garbage from the living room and cleaned the couches.

Tay and David were picking up the pizza boxes and tubs in garbage bags.

After half an hour everything was clean, Jason took the garbage bags to the dumpster outside then sat down across from Gonzalo and they started talking while waiting for dinner.

The four children sat in a circle on the floor and began to get to know each other better, Izzi liked Katherine a lot, she liked the way she thought, she realized that in spite of having a gentle and delicate appearance she had a rough character, she had a certain similarity with Jules but she was calmer and David was very gentlemanly, he is a sweetheart Izzi thought.

