UNEXPECTTRACTION

Chapter 11

Accepting the truth
Written by James Rex

Weeks went by and on a beautiful Saturday they organized a big birthday party for Katherine for her 9th birthday, all her friends were invited as well as her new friends Tay, Izzi, Becky, Jules, Scooter, Corey and Devon.

To end this great party, Tay dedicated a song to his beloved Katherine, while he sang accompanied by his guitar Gonzalo joined him playing second with his guitar and completing the harmonious song together, it was the best birthday of her life and Katherine was crying with joy.

A few months later Izzi and Tay turned 10 years old and they celebrated with a beautiful double party where they also invited all their friends and acquaintances.

Time flew by and it was only a week before the long awaited summer vacation, Katherine found out that a beautiful fair had arrived in the bay of the city and she was very excited to go and enjoy her weekend at the fair, she asked her dad to let her go alone with Tay until Gonzalo accepted with the condition that she would take her brother too, Katherine accepted without any complaints.

Finally it was Friday and after finishing her taekuondo classes Katherine took a bath with her friends in the gym showers and after getting dressed in casual clothes she waited for her dad, while she was waiting she started texting Tay.

Meanwhile at the McIntosh's house, Brenda was talking to her daughter in the upstairs hallway and Tay came out of his room towards the bathroom.

Tay: Excuse me, I have to send an urgent message to the devil.

Brenda looks at him indignant at what he said.

Brenda: TAYLOR!!!

Tay: (Holds back a giggle) Sorry mom.

Tay enters the bathroom and closes the door, Brenda and Izzi slap their foreheads and continued with what they were doing, after a while Tay left the bathroom and went back to his room to continue playing with his console, but before sitting down he heard his cell phone vibrate on the table, he went to the table and picked it up, when he saw that it was a message from Katherine, he sat on the chair and answered the message.

Tay: Good afternoon my lady, how can I help you?

Katherine: Hi Taylor, are you free this afternoon?

Tay: Because of you I will always be free.

Katherine: Cool, what do you say we go out together today?

Tay: Just the two of us?

Katherine: Not really, my dad asked me to take David.

Katherine: But don't worry, he won't bother us.

Tay: He's never been a bother.

Tay: So, where are we going?

Katherine: There's a fair in the bay and I'm really excited to go with you.

Katherine: Well, if you want to.

Tay: For you I would go to the end of the world my love.

Katherine blushes as she reads the message and with a giggle replies.

Katherine: I'll wait for you then.

Tay: What time shall I come for you?

Katherine: At 4:00 in the afternoon, can you come at that time?

Tay: Yes, that's more time than I need to get ready and look nice for you.

Katherine giggles again and says goodbye to him, her friends who were standing next to her started playing with her, teasing her for having such a cute boyfriend.

Katherine: See you in two hours then, bye.

Tay sighed happily, he turned off the TV and his console then looked at the time on his cell phone it was 2:13 in the afternoon, he left the cell phone on the bed and went straight to the bathroom, he took a shower and made sure to wash up really well since he wasn't in a hurry, when he was done he went back to his room and with the towel still wrapped around his waist he rummaged through his closet for his best going out clothes, he found the shirt and pants he wore the night he went to Rivertown with his sister.

Before getting dressed he dried and brushed his fur, then he got dressed and when he saw himself in the mirror he smiled to himself, when he finished grooming he checked his cell phone, it was 2:51 in the afternoon and he had no messages, he left his room and walked down the hallway flaunting himself and humming happily.

Izzi came out of her room when she heard him and looked at him with her mouth open.

Izzi: Hey, what are you doing?

He continues to walk in front of her without seeing her and with a smile on his face.
Tay: I strut because I am very beautiful (he said trying not to laugh).

Tay went down the stairs leaving his sister with her mouth open, then he went to the living room to ask his mom for permission to go out.

Tay: Will you let me go to the fair mom?

Brenda looked at her son all dressed up.

Brenda: You look very handsome my love, you are going with Katherine, aren't you?

Tay blushes and nods his head.

Brenda: (Smiles tenderly) You can go love.

Brenda: But I ask you to be very careful and don't talk to strangers, ok?

Tay's eyes lit up and he couldn't help wagging her tail.

Tay: I will be careful mom.

He walks up to his mom and hugs her giving her a kiss on the cheek.

Tay: Thanks mom.

Brenda hugs her son, she was very happy for him but at the same time she felt a little pang in her heart, it was because of the fear that every loving mother has for her children, the fear that her little puppies are already growing up, her son is already a big boy and now he is experiencing his first courtship, that thought caused a tear to come to her eye.

After a while Tay separates from his mom and goes to get his coat at the entrance but before leaving Jason opens the door.

Jason: Hey, where are you going all dressed up?

Tay: I have a date and I'm going to the fair (he sticks out his chest).

Jason: And have you already asked the boss for permission?

Tay: Yes dad.

Jason: Well in that case.

Jason takes out his wallet and gives Tay four $10 bills.

Jason: Keep them safe and don't spend them all at once.

Jason rubs Tay's head.

Tay: (Laughs) Dad you're messing my hair up.

Brenda stands next to Jason and they say goodbye to their son.

Brenda: Be back before 6:30 p.m. honey.

Tay: Yes mom.

Jason: And don't talk to strangers.

Tay: Yes dad.

Tay ran towards the monorail station, Brenda and Jason hugged each other watching their son go off into the distance.

Jason: They are growing up so fast love.

Brenda: I wish they were always my little puppies.

Jason looks at his wife with a gesture of understanding then gives her a kiss on the lips.

Jason: No matter how much they grow, I know in my heart that they will never leave us.

Jason: No matter that they have their own lives and families, they will never forget us.

Brenda: I know, love, I know.

Brenda: I just want to be with them for the rest of their childhood until they are adults.

Brenda: And treasure every second with them.

Brenda: And also by your side, sweetheart.

Jason hugs his wife tightly, after another kiss they both go into the house.

Meanwhile in Izzi's room, she was talking to Becky on her cell phone.

Izzi: Please Becky it will be fun.

Backy: Okay, I'll get ready and come to your house.

Izzi hung up the call and changed clothes.

"Izzi had been listening to everything before Tay left and wanted to go to the fair behind him since it was Tay's first time out alone with Katherine."

She looked at herself in the mirror and smiled, she looked very pretty, then grabbed her cell phone and headed downstairs to the living room, there were her parents.

Izzi: Hi dad, hi mom.

Jason: Hi princess.

Izzi: Mom, dad, can I go out with Becky?

Jason: Are you going out too?

Izzi nods her head.

Brenda looked at her daughter from head to toe realizing that her daughter intended to do something, she stood up and crouched down in front of her daughter.

Brenda: You're going to go after your brother, aren't you?

Izzi was surprised to hear her mom, she tried to think of a way to trick her even though she doesn't like to lie to her parents.

Izzi: No mom, Becky and I are just going to ......

Brenda: (interrupts her daughter) Don't try to trick me Isabelle.

Brenda: I know you have always been jealous of your brother's relationship with Katherine.

Izzi looks at the floor defeated, there was no point in trying to deceive her mother, after all she never liked to lie to her.

Izzi: I'm sorry mom, I just don't want him to leave me alone again.

Brenda: He is your brother sweetheart and he loves you very much, he would never abandon you.

Brenda hugs her daughter, then she looks at Jason, he smiles and gives her a nod of affirmation.

Brenda: We will let you go on one condition honey.

Brenda: Don't bother your brother and let him be happy with his girlfriend, can we trust you?

Izzi: Yes mom, I promise.

Jason: Then we will trust you, besides, it wouldn't be a bad idea for you to keep an eye on your brother in case he gets in trouble or needs help for anything.

Izzi: Okay daddy.

Brenda broke the hug standing up, Jason gave the same amount of money to his daughter, after a few minutes Becky knocked on the door and Izzi came out and they left together.

Once at the monorail stop they both sat down on the bench, Izzi looked around.

Izzi: "Tay's not here, he probably left before we got here".

She settled back relieved and they waited for the next monorail.

Meanwhile, Tay was already at the fair, he was sitting on a bench watching the cars arriving until he recognized Gonzalo's blue pick-up truck, Tay could not help but wag his tail when he saw it, Gonzalo could see Tay and turned on and off the lights of his truck giving him to understand that he had just recognized him, Tay got up and ran to the place where Gonzalo parked.

Gonzalo, Katherine and David got out of the truck and greeted Tay.

Gonzalo: Very good my loves, I will come to pick you up at 6:35 pm at this same place.

David: Where are you going dad?

Gonzalo: (Smiles) I got a call from the workshop and I have to go see what happened.

David: Then I will stay alone with my brother and sister (he starts wagging his tail happily).

Gonzalo: (rubs David's head) Yes, champ.

Gonzalo: (Turns to look at Tay) I can trust you to watch over them and take care of them for me.

Tay: (Salutes as a soldier) Sir, yes sir.

David and Katherine laugh.

Gonzalo: (Laughs) All right, go have fun and please be careful with strangers.

After saying goodbye to the children, Gonzalo got in the pickup and drove off, the three puppies walked together, laughing with happiness, moments later Becky and Izzi arrived, Becky was happy to go out and have fun with her best friend but on her side Izzi started to look for Tay among the people, Becky started to notice Izzi's strange behavior and looked in that direction until she could see Tay next to Katherine among the people.

Becky just sighed and didn't say anything to Izzi, now she just wanted to keep her from getting in trouble.

There were many adults and children in the fair, there were also quite a few policemen, seeing the policemen Tay and Katherine felt safer and had more confidence to go among the people, after going all over the place they finally started to try their luck in some games.

Meanwhile Izzi and Becky were following them closely and sometimes hiding so they wouldn't be seen, they were also playing some games but Izzi kept an eye on her brother. 

In one of the games that caught their attention, Tay and Katherine let David play first, the little puppy started throwing some balls against a pile of cans, after knocking some down he was given a small stuffed animal, then Tay tried his aim with a pellet gun hitting two ducks without winning anything, but after seeing Katherine he paid one more round and this time he got six hits winning a bigger and nicer stuffed animal.

The three of them played some more games before resting on a bench near a big kiosk where some people were singing, the three of them were eating a cotton candy watching the other kids play, at that moment Tay had the feeling of being watched by someone so he started to look around the place where they were but not seeing someone he could recognize he lifted his shoulders and continued eating his cotton candy.

Meanwhile, Izzi pushed Becky making her fall backwards, she tried to hide so she wouldn't be seen but when she heard Becky whimper she turned around and saw her on the floor.

Izzi: God, I'm really sorry I didn't mean to, please forgive me.

Becky: It's okay, I'm fine.

Izzi helped her friend up and seeing a scrape on her elbow she felt quite guilty and decided to tell her the truth.

Becky: It's okay, I knew it when we got here.

Izzi: Really?

Becky: Yes, I didn't tell you anything because afterwards I was curious to see what they would do together and I don't regret it because it's so romantic, it's like a love story.

The raccoon looks at the sky sighing.

Izzi: I still apologize for dragging you down with me because of my jealousy.

Becky: It's nothing, besides, I'm glad I'm with you so I can keep you from doing anything stupid to sabotage your brother's date.

Becky: But I'm surprised you haven't tried something yet.

Izzi: I promised my parents that I wouldn't.

Becky: And that's okay Iz.

Becky smiles and gives Izzi a hug, then they both look at the couple.

Becky: (Sighs) I am envious of them both, I too want a boy to be as kind and gentlemanly to me, just like them.

Izzi: Like them?

Becky: Don't play dumb, I've seen how nice Corey is to you at school and you smile at him like you're in love.

Izzi: (blushes) He's just a good friend.

Becky: Yeah right and I consider Scooter a "friend" too (she said sarcastically).

Izzi: okay, if I like him a little bit (she said blushing more).

Becky just smiles and doesn't talk about it anymore so as not to upset her friend.

Katherine finished eating her cotton candy, she stretched and raised her arms.

Katherine: So, what do we do now?

Tay looks at his cell phone for a moment.

Tay: It's 4:27 pm, we can keep playing or go to the beach to walk in the sand.

Katherine listens to the music coming from the big kiosk next to her.

Katherine: I know, how about we go to karaoke and after we sing we play on the beach?

David: Yeah, that's great, good thinking sis.

Tay: I don't know, I haven't completely mastered my voice yet.

Katherine: Come on Tay, just two songs and that's it.

Tay: It's just that there's a lot of people and I'm embarrassed.

Katherine: Well apparently that man is not embarrassed to sing.

The three of them watched a bull singing out of tune and the other children and adults watching laughed and clapped for him so he could finish the song without missing a beat.

Tay, Katherine and David also laughed at the sight of him.

David: Please Tay.

David: I have an idea.

David: How about singing in pairs?

Katherine: That's a good idea, that way they won't be able to tell that you sing the same as that gentleman.

The three of them laugh again looking at the bull who was still singing letting out a rooster with his voice and causing the microphone to beep.

Tay: Ok I will do it.

David: Yeaaaah!!! (He jumps up and down waving his tail).

The three went to the kiosk and waited their turn, Izzi and Becky followed them while biting into some candy apples. 

After a while Katherine proposed to the two boys that they should sing first, Tay accepted and David went to choose the song, the little German shepherd put on his headphones and listened to the list of songs until he found one that made him very happy.

David: Tay, let's sing this song please.

Tay puts on the headphones and listens to the music for a moment.

Tay: Yes I like it and I think I heard it on TV.

Tay: Can you sing it buddy?

David: Yes, it's the song from my favorite show.

David: Rex the E.V.O. (He said punching the air).

Tay smiles and asks the manager to put the song on speaker, before starting the manager asked them if they wanted the lyrics of the song on double screen so they could each perform a part of the song, Tay along with David smiled and said yes.

The manager set up the screen and handed them the microphones, and the music started to play, it was the song Revolution by Orange.

David started with the first part singing with a lot of joy and his voice was very nice despite being a little high pitched, then Tay's part started to come out, he began to sing a little nervous, but even so he managed to avoid going out of tune a lot, Katherine covered her mouth hiding her laughter while she took out her cell phone to record them.

Then both puppies sang at the same time, David dominated the song and Tay awakening his competitive spirit began to be more harmonized with David's voice and soon after both began to move feeling the rhythm of the music.

Izzi and Becky were so happy to hear them and also clapped with the other people watching this unique pair, when the song was over people clapped and asked for another song, but the kids refused and gave the turn to Katherine.

David: You are the best Tay, I loved singing with you.

Tay: Me too little brother.

David: Hey sis, which one of us are you going to sing with?

Katherine: I would like to sing alone this time.

Tay: Are you sure?

Katherine: Yes, then I'll sing with you.

David: And me?

Katherine: I'll sing with you too (caresses her head).

David: Yesssssss!!! Now go sister and show them what you are capable of (He said very excited).

Katherine went up to the stage and looked for a song in the big list, after a few minutes she found one that surprised her to see it in that list, she asked the manager to play it but he with some doubts asked her if she could sing it since it was one in Spanish and Katherine confirmed it speaking to him in Spanish.

The manager happily gave her the microphone and played the song.

The music started to play, it was the song Romeo and Cinderella by 

Derumaru ver.

Katherine began to sing and all the people present were amazed with her voice, Tay recorded it with her cell phone, Izzi and Becky were open-mouthed when they heard her singing for the first time, Katherine finished her interpretation and shyly gave the microphone back to the manager, then she joined the boys.

Tay: You were fantastic, you did better than ever, better than that day you sang with your dad.

Katherine: (blushing) Thank you Taylor.

David: Well, now it's your turn.

Tay and Katherine looked at each other for a moment and both felt shy.

Tay: You two better sing first and I'll sing after.

Katherine: Are you sure?

Tay: It's just that I was a little embarrassed.

Katherine: Okay, but when we're done I don't want any excuses.

Katherine looked at Tay and blew him a little kiss, took her little brother's paw and they went up to the stage.

Katherine searched through the music list until she found two very special songs and thought she would sing one with her little brother and the other with Tay.

Katherine: Listen David, it's daddy's favorite song.

David: Really? let me hear it.

The golden retriever handed the headphones to the little German shepherd and he wagged his tail very happily when he heard the song.

David: That's great sister, can we sing it together?

Katherine: Of course, we always sing it with dad when we ride in the pickup.

David: COOL!!!

The manager handed them the microphones and after putting on the split screen the music started to play, the siblings started to sing very happy and in sync, the song is Nowhere Fast by Fire Inc. They both had a well practiced synchronization and even got carried away by the rhythm dancing a little to the delight of the people watching them, including Izzi and Becky.

Becky took out her cell phone and began to record them, some children and adults even chorused and did not hold back their desire to dance too, when the siblings finished the song everyone applauded and whistled.

David was waving to the people while his sister was getting very red when she saw that there were more people gathered, leaving that aside she went downstairs and her little brother followed her, then she approached Tay noticing that he was still a little nervous and undecided.

Katherine: What's the matter Taylor?

Tay: It's just that there are more people and I don't think I can.

Katherine: Come on upstairs please.

David: Come on brother don't be a coward (He said pushing him gently).

Tay: Okay.

Tay took Katherine's hand and climbed up behind her, people clapped at the sight of the couple and Tay got more nervous.

Tay: "This is no time to be embarrassed" (He said to himself giving himself courage).

Tay: "You already did it once in front of your family and friends"

Tay: "This is our first date and I don't want to disappoint her"

He clenches his fist getting courage and turns to see his beloved.

Tay: What song shall we sing?

Katherine: This one, come listen to it.

The dingo boy approached the golden one and received the headphones, after listening to the whole song he remembered that he had already heard it in one of the love movies they once saw with Brenda.

Katherine: What did you think?

Tay: It's nice, but isn't there another one? (he laughs nervously).

Katherine: Taylor please, I like this song, it's the song my dad won my mom over with.

Katherine: It's very special to them and I want it to be ours too.

Tay: (looks her in the eyes) Okay, let's do it then.

Katherine: Thank you, I love you.

Tay blushed a lot hearing her and looked around, there were many people of different species and colors that were eager to hear them, seeing the people Tay started to hesitate again flinching a little.

Katherine noticed and hugs Tay giving her a kiss on the cheek, Izzi felt a hand squeeze her heart, she wanted to jump from where she was and separate them but seeing her best friend looking her straight in the eyes Izzi just smiled and sat down while Becky smiled at her caressing her back.

Katherine broke the hug and handed the microphone to Tay, he took the microphone and then looked at her, she looked so beautiful smiling at him under the bright lights of the stage, Tay finally made up his mind remembering the scene from that movie where the couple started singing together and they looked so in love, to him it seemed kind of silly before but now he remembered that scene as the best one ever.

Katherine: Are you ready?

Tay finally got up the courage and took off his coat remembering what happened in that part of the movie and stood in front of her.

Katherine was shocked to see Tay's reaction and she did the same, then let down her beautiful golden hair, they both looked at each other with a sweet smile, they began to feel everything around them disappear and they were alone, the voices and other noises faded away for a few long seconds.

David picked up the coats and his sister's brooch, then he told the attendant to turn on the music, this song is You're the one that I want from Grease. 

When the music started to play Tay looked at the screen and started to sing, then Katherine followed, David took out Tay's cell phone and started to record them because it was so beautiful to see them together.

The two lovers were singing very synchronized, Tay felt like they were in the movie in this special part.

He would come up to her singing and trying to dance but she would pull away a little, then she would come up to him and touch his nose, it was a very special afternoon for them, no matter how many people were watching they didn't hesitate to show how much they loved each other and they were showing it with this song.

They looked very happy and in love, the adults and children were quick to notice and Izzi was no exception, her mind was a whirlwind, she didn't know what to think or what to do, she just sat there unable to do anything, looking at the couple showing their love and happiness together.

The song was coming to an end and the couple interpreted the last verses harmonizing their voices, little by little they came closer until they were facing each other closing an embrace and remained silent while the music slowly lowered the volume.

The two remained looking into each other's eyes, the crowd upon seeing the little dingo and the little golden retriever in that romantic pose began to tell them to kiss each other.

The crowd: Kiss her, Kiss her, Kiss her, Kiss her, Kiss her ......

Becky: It's beautiful, don't you think so Izzi?

Becky looked at her friend, she was staring at the couple and didn't hear her.

Becky: Hello? did you leave this planet Izzi?

While Becky tried to make Izzi react, Tay and Katherine finally kissed, the crowd started to scream with joy and whistled while they clapped, for the couple this kiss was more wonderful than the first one, it seemed like they were floating above a cloud, it was very beautiful.

After a few minutes they separated and started waving to the people watching them, Izzi finally realized that her brother was very happy with Katherine, she understood that they were destined to be together.

Izzi: "I am sad and at the same time I feel happiness to see them."

Izzi: "I can't do anything to separate them and I don't want to either."

Izzi: "If I did that I would become a monster, the villain of this beautiful love story and I am not."

Izzi: "I love my brother and the only thing I want now is for him to be happy with the person he loves".

Izzi: "It would never have worked out between us, I can see that now".

Izzi: "I'd better let them enjoy the rest of the evening alone, I don't want them to see me and Tay to hate me for being jealous."

Izzi looked at the raccoon, her best friend, she already looked worried, Izzi put her paw on her shoulder and gave her a big sincere smile.

Izzi: I'm fine Becky.

Izzi: We'd better go home.

Becky: Are you sure?

Izzi: Yes, I have nothing to do here.

Becky: (smiles feeling proud of her friend) Okay, but before we go I'd like to walk on the beach.

Izzi: Ok, let's go.

The two girls got up and walked together through the crowd until they reached the sidewalk, then they walked along the edge between the sand and the pavement looking at the beautiful sunset over the sea.

They were appreciating the scenery sitting on the sidewalk until a slightly raspy and irritable voice interrupted their moment of peace.

¿¿??: Well, well, well, look who we have here.

