Haven’t Met You Yet

Chapter 6-
	Leo waited patiently on the rooftop him and Raph had been meeting at time and time again. Leo had an excited smile on his face. The last time they visited each other before they departed again, Raph had told him that he had surprise for him. Leo was restless in his place. 
	Though his anxiousness could have not only been caused from the surprise, but as well as the need for Raph’s embrace. Being held so closely and protectively, the soft gentle touches, the small sweet gestures sent all sorts of chills through him and he couldn’t help but enjoy the nice small moments they have and wished so much he could just tell Raph the truth. He had to. 
	Leo grunted and nodded. No, he refused to do this anymore. Raph might be forever mad at him but Leo just couldn’t go on like this without him knowing the truth. Leo took a breath and prepared himself for future painful words. He swiftly turned around and ran immediately into Raph. His sapphire eyes growing wide as he looked to Raph’s strong form. His eyes slowly making their way to his face smiling that knee-buckling smile that was just about his undoing. Had he grown in the little time between the last time he’s seen Raph in the lair till now? He looked huge! Or was it just him feeling guilty? Leo felt so small. 
	“Hello.” He lifted an eyebrow as his head cocked slightly to the side as he contemplated Leo’s shocked expression. Leo coughed and smiled. 
	“Hi.” He grinned and wrapped his arms around Raph’s neck happily. Clinging to Raph had become a habit and the emerald reptile didn’t seem to mind it either. Raph kissed his forehead affectionately and Leo gave off a soft purr. 
	“I missed you.” He whispered. Raph grinned.
	“Missed you to.” The red clad ninja had grabbed a hold of his hand and dragged him along with him. The two walking along the rooftops. Leo tried to keep the question that nagged him all day to himself, not wanting to see too anxious, but Raphael had seen easily through his act and he smirked. 
	The two had talked for a while together before they sat along the edge of a roof and continued their conversation for about an hour more. Leo’s curiosity slowly fading from his mind as he listened to Raph. Sure, he’s herd about most of the story’s Raph was telling him but Leo just listened with a wide smile. He loved listening to Raph’s rough voice speak to him. Rambling things about his family with a wide smile and a gleam in his eye. He could probably listen to Raph the whole night if he could. 
	Raph stared at Leo and it looked like he didn’t even noticed he stopped talking.
	“Lyric, you’re not even listening!”
	He blinked, “W-What?” Raph chuckled and shook his head in amusement. 
	“I was talking about my eldest brother Leonardo.” Leo chewed on his lip, wondering if he really wanted to talk about this certain topic. Maybe he could change the subject.
	“Oh yeah? What about him?”
	“I was telling you about he couldn’t cook worth a darn.” Leo chuckled, he knew he couldn’t cook, despite Raph never protested about it. The tough hotheaded turtle was secretly a gentleman only when he wanted to be.
	“Really?” 
	“Yep, he burns everything. Including water. Two months ago he blew up the microwave, it was only recently Donnie got it fixed.” Leo cracked up laughing, only because he remembered that well. He was so ashamed and embarrassed. 
	“But despite that, he has good intentions. He tried to cook for us during our birthday.” Leo giggled as he fought the heat that rose in his cheeks. “You should have seen his face when we had to come in to rescue him from the large clouds of smokes. He was so embarrassed. I kind of pitied him, but at the same time it was funny and cute.” Leo’s eyes lit up. 
	“That guy is like no other.” He got that right. The mint green turtle snorted amusingly.
	 “He sounds like a nice guy.”
	“You don’t know that half of it. He was always there for each and every one of us. He cares so much for his family it was almost crazy, but I’m thankful for that.” Leo smiled awkwardly as he listened. “I remember when we were tots I slipped on a bit of debris in the sewer water and I broke my ankle and had a huge gash from my heel to my knee.” Leo pretended to gasp. 
	“Oh geez, I hope you were alright.” Raph smiled.
	“He carried me two miles all the way home.” The sapphire eyed terrapin grinned. 
	“Awe, that’s sweet.” Raph nodded.
	“I never really repaid him fully back.”
	“You don’t need to.” Leo’s voice slipped low as he mumbled the words.
	“What?” Raph looked to him.
“Huh?”
“What did you say?”
“I didn’t say anything.” Leo coughed and pushed the sudden panic that was rising back down. He gave his most innocent smile he could muster up. Raph giggled and shook his head.
“Never mind.” There was some silence between the two of them that dragged on for the longest time. Leo shifted uncomfortably in his place as he clasped his hands together and held them between his knees. He chewed on his lip a little more, this was always a habit of his whenever he was nervous. Not that it actually helped, but it occupied himself for the time being. 
Raph had glanced at him and stared. Lyric was biting her lip just like Leo did. He snorted and rubbed the space between his eyes. This was getting ridiculous, there were lots of people that bit their lip. Raph opened his eyes and looked back to Lyric again. Sure, lots of people had that sharp cheek bone. That sharp chin. Soft jawline. Sapphire eyes that sparkled all the time. His height. His build. They looked the same! Raph’s eyes widen.
“Leo!?” He gasped. Leo forced himself to not flinch and he looked over at Raph confusingly. The shocked and hurt expression written all over his face almost got Leo to weep and go to his knees.
“I think you mean Lyric, Raphie.” He squeaked girlishly. Raph narrowed his eyes. 
“I don’t believe you.” Leo’s eyes widen and his chest tightened. “How come you look so much like him then?” The mint green reptile growled and stood up, his hands on his curvy hips. 
“Because smarty. Does your brother have a figure and boobs to?” 
“So?” Raph rolled his eyes.
“So? So, I might look like your brother but doesn’t mean I am! Maybe it was coincidence?” The emerald turtle grunted in disbelief. 
“Leo, if this is a joke. You better stop right now before I punch the hell out of ya!” Leo shook in his spot and hugged himself. He had to spill now! Right this second! He couldn’t hesitate! Then run for his life! 
“I’m not your brother Raphie! Please trust me!” He pleaded. Raph stood up and crossed his arms over his chest. 
“Alright, if you’re not my brother than who are you?”
“I’m Lyrica Warren.” 
“I’m not buying it.” He closed his eyes and fought the tears. Stop it with this game Leonardo! Just tell him! It would hurt worse if you don’t! He looked up to Raph with big puffy red eyes. It would hurt so much to see that anger on his face. The scolding and rejection. Then the lifetime of ignorance. He couldn’t handle it. It would hurt too much.
“Raphie. . . if you must know,” He sighed deeply. “It happened when I was a turtle. An evil man that goes by the name of Shredder had captured me and brought me to his lab where he did experiments. I don’t remember much, except that he was talking about someone by the name of Leonardo. He had a shot filled with blood and shot it into me. Days later my skin and eyes started to change and I was taken back to the lab where they poured on me this glowing liquid slime and I changed into this. I assume that was your brother’s blood they shot into me to make me look like him.” He made up from the top of his head and tried to act innocent. His body shook furiously as his voice started to crack. He couldn’t hold back the tears for long and at a tear at a time they spilled and crawled along his cheeks. He couldn’t believe he lied to Raph again. And so easily! 
Raph’s facial expression softened when Leo was done with his story. His eyes lids dropped and he looked to the ground filled with guilt. 
Leo wiped the tears away desperately, wanting for them to just dry up already!
Instantly, his wrist was grabbed onto and he was tugged quite roughly and next thing you know he was embraced tightly with strong arms. He couldn’t do it! He started sobbing and stuffed his head in the crook of Raph’s neck. His arms clumsily wrapped around Raph’s hips. 
“I’m so sorry, Lyric. I didn’t mean to jump to conclusions that way.” Leo sniffled helplessly and shook his head. He didn’t have it in him to form any words or they would come out as chokes of gibberish. 
“I didn’t want you to look back on such painful memories just to prove it. I should have trusted you. Please forgive me.” The mint green turtle just continued to cry heavily.
“Damn it Lyric. Please say something.”
“I-I’m a t-terrible p-person.” He stammered out. Raph blinked, those were definitely not the words he was expecting. Nor wanting to hear.
“How could you say that Lyric? You not.” 
“I’ve done something terrible to someone I care deeply about.” Raph frowned and held Leo tighter and rubbed the back of his shell gently, trying to calm him.
“It’s okay. Don’t think about it. Whoever they are, I’m positive they couldn’t hold a grudge for long against you. They’ve forgiven you, Lyric. And if not, their crazy. They don’t deserve your tears.” Leo could only dream, but he knew very well it was hopelessly. Especially after this. Why hadn’t he listened to his right mind!? He was now in a bigger jam then before! His innocent was gone!
“Oh Raphie, you just don’t understand.” Raph frowned.
“Maybe not. But anyone that could see who you truly are wouldn’t have been able to leave without forgiving you. And if they can, they don’t deserve to have that beautiful smile of yours anyway.” Leo just cried more, he knew those sweet words were meant to comfort and flatter him but he was beyond that. He was only making it worse! 
Raph closed his eyes and sighed. He decided to give up on his efforts to cheer her up. Whatever this was, ran deeper than he knew of. He decided to let Lyric cry for as long as she needed to.
Leo cried for a solid thirty minutes. It would have been longer but Leo was starting to get sleepy. His legs, at one point, became weak and he collapsed to his knees. Raph following right behind him, their embrace not breaking. He was a bad person no matter what anyone said. Leo had rested his head against Raph’s shoulder and sighed to calm himself down. His tears had travelled from his eyes to his cheeks and in a puddle along Raph’s shoulder and dried into a stain. Raph was soothingly running his fingertips along his arm softly, causing Leo to smile softly. His breath hiccupping.
“You feeling any better?” He whispered. Leaving light kisses on Leo’s forehead. After a moment of silence Leo nodded his head.
Raph shifted after his legs he had been sitting on fell asleep. He pulled his legs out from under him and straightened them, placing Leo right in between them. He leaned back on his shell, pulling Leo down with him. The sapphire eyed reptile sighed contently and rubbed his cheek against Raph’s chest. Raph smiled. 
After a few minutes have passed with nothing but lovely silence and what little stars there were above them. Raph squirmed under Leo so he could get his hand down in his belt pocket. Leo mumbled something unidentifiable adjusted slightly to help Raph do whatever he was wanting to and to get in a new comfortable position. His eyes remaining comfortingly closed. Raph took out something and settled back on the concrete. Kissing the top of Leo’s head, a piece of light blue cloth embraced his head and was tied around behind. Leo yelped.
	“Raph, what’s that!?” The red masked ninja chuckled and ignored Leo’s protests and proceeded to tie a bow. He helped Leo shift the cloth on his face till it was correctly on and the sapphire eyes opened through the eyeholes.
	“What did you do?” He asked, feeling around his face. Raph smiled and scrambled through his pocket for his T-phone and showed Leo his reflection from the black screen. Leo gaped at the sight of the light blue mask that was tied so beautifully and neatly to his face. He grinned and more tears puddled up in his eyes, but these ones were from complete happiness. He looked over to the emerald turtle and wrapped his arms around his neck tightly, leaving a big kiss on Raph’s cheek. 
	“Oh it’s so beautiful! I love it!” He gushed. Raph laughed.
	“Can you loosen the grip a little? I can hardly breathe.” Leo laughed and released Raph of the torture.
	“Thank you so much.” Raph smiled. 
	“So I can expect you to be wearing it the next time I see you?” 
	“You better believe it.” Raphael laughed and pulled Leo into a small embrace as he sat up. Leo scrambled till he was sitting on his legs, his hands fiddling with Raph’s own tattered mask tails. 
	“You’re so wonderful.” He muttered under his breath. 
Raph chuckled, “Not really.”
“Yes really. You’ve cared for me. Helped me. Talked to me. Comfort me. And what do I show in return. I bawl like a baby.” He retorted with a scowl. The red masked turtle laughed and kissed Leo’s nose.
“I’m here to help you any way I can Lyric. Even if that includes you either bawling or fixing up scrapped knee. I’ll be there. I promise.” His hand cupped Leo’s cheek who immediately melted into the touch.
“You’re so sweet.” Raph grinned.
“Glad you think so.” With a purr the mint green ninja nuzzled Raph’s neck. He stayed in this position for several minutes before realization hit him. His waist line was started to recede into the flat figure again. It had been nearly two hours already. He should be starting to look like a boy any minute. He instantly crawled off of Raph as if he was stove that he just stuck his hand on and jerked off. 
“I have to go.”
“Right now?”
“Yes, an emergency. I just remembered something very important I have to do right now.” 
“Would you like me to come with you? I could be of assistance.” Leo swiftly shook his head. 
“No. It’s okay. Besides, it’s starting to get light out. Your family will be waking up looking for you.” Raph would have snorted at that. His family wouldn’t have noticed if he was gone, and even if they did they would think he went out for an early morning run or something reasonable. 
“It’s fine. I’ll take care of them. I feel safer if I know everything’s okay.” Leo might have smile if he wasn’t already half in panic. 
“Raph I’m fine! I keep telling you that I am! I’ve travelled from home and back by myself for years before I met you, you would think that you could trust me enough!” He snapped, feeling desperate. Raph flinched and backed off.
“I do trust you. I’m sorry.” Leo frowned. With a small sigh he walked up to Raph. One hand resting on his chest as he gave him a kiss to the nose. 
“Thank you for the wonderful time, Raphie. We’ll see each other again?”
“Of course.” That smiled Leo loved once again returned back to Raph’s face that gave Leo’s heart a flutter in his chest. “Then I’ll see you soon then love.”
Love? Heaven help him! He needed a cold shower. A really cold showed. If he wasn’t at risk of falling every time Raph flashed that smug smile of his, this would certainly do it. 
“Bye.” Was the only thing he could get out enough without squeaking helplessly? He turned and ran off as fast as he could. Only looking back when he was sure Raph had ran the other direction and disappeared as he did every other time. Every other tie except this one. Raph was still standing casually in the same place watching him. Leo had never felt so protected and safe in his life. And he just wanted to run away and hide in a dark corner and cry out his pain and sorrow. 
Raph had watched till Lyric was fully out of his line of sight. He had worry sinking in the pit of his stomach and slowly inching up to his chest, like a really bad heartburn problem. He was half tempted to follow Lyric just to make sure that she went home safe and sound but he thought better of it. Even if he was a ninja, Lyric was almost just as sneaky, very clever, and sharp with her eyes and ears. If she caught him stalking her. He might not get her forgiveness as easily. Along with a few blow to the nose as a bonus.
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